


































Left Baraboo 13th Nov. 1894 


Palmetto, Florida. 

There are a great many pelicans around. The 
pelican is a great big bird that eats fish. It 
bas a pouch in which it keeps the fish until he 
wants to eat them. 

February 18, 1895 . 

Went fishing. I caught 8 sheepshead. Gave 
what we did not want to Mr. Robinson who salts 
them down. Went after fiddlers for bait. 

February 19, 1895 . 

Wind is blowing hard. Dug fiddlers this 
afternoon. Had duck for supper. Hicks promised 
a cold spell, v/orst we have had yet. Got in a lot 
of v/ood. 


February 21, 1895. 

Went out sailing. Went after fiddlers. 

February 22, 1895. 

Went after crabs this morning, but only got 
two. Mr. Barick took us fishing in his sailboat. 
We went down the river to the old cattle wharf, 
but did not catch anything, and over to Palmasola 
&ud sixty five sheepshead. I caught ten, saw a 
big rovolle off the dock. 













We left Baraboo for Florida at four 
o’clock on the morning of the 13th of November 
and took the train to Chicago. We left 
Chicago the same afternoon at half past four 
and arrived at Nashville early the next morning 
and changed cars for Jacksonville, and took 
the train for Tampa and stopped a day at 
Palatka. We saw the St. Johns' River, it is 
about three miles wide to Palatka. From 
Palatka we went to Tampa and had to stay all 
night. We took the train to Port Tampa in 
the morning, and went on board the steamer 
Margaret, and went across Tampa Bay and up the 
Manatee River to Palmetto for a week, and then 
took our tents and went out camping. We 
camped out for two weeks. I went fishing in a 
little bay and caught a lot of chubs, and Papa 
baited a set line with them. The first night he 
caught a catfish and once he caught a shc*r\K, 

°<nd a stingeree. We had two catfish for 
thanksgiving. We had two tents, one to sleep 
in and one to eat in. The sleeping tent had a 
carpet on the floor and was fixed up quite 
homelike and comfortable. We had two oil stoves 
one in the sleeping tent and one to cook with. 
Our tents were on Hendricks point in front of 
the tents was some palm trees and the Manatee 
River. On the side were live oaks, Palmetto 
sfcrubs and small palm trees. Our camp was on a 
peninsula formed by two bays and the Manatee 
River. 

One day Papa and I went out hunting. Papa 
took the shotgun. We started for Hookers Point 
and passed a Bayou near Barricks wharf. Papa 
saw a big blue heron but could not get a shot 
at him for he was wild. There was a little 
foot bridge made of some boards, it was veiy 
narrow for it was only one board thick. There 






is an old house on Hookers Point. It was built 
By a man named Atwater. No one had been living 
in the Atwater house for seven years and papa 
thought he would cane to live there for the rent 
was only five dollars, and it was a lcdCjB^ 
house. One of the large rooms had a fireplace 
in it. We hired a man to take out?' goods there 
with ox team, we came with a boat and landed at 
Barrack’s ,7harf. There v/ere orange, lemon 
and guava trees around the house. 

Our neighbords were Mr. Barrick, Mr. 
Robinson, and Mr. Bewy. We could go fishing 
in the cutoff and catch redfish. A redfish is 
a kind of fish that looked pink when you first 
caught them. They were very strong and sometimes 
they weigh 50 pounds. The cutoff was between 
Sneads Isl. and the mainland, and it was about 50 
feet across the mouth. It opened into ^erecie 
Bay. Teredo Bay v/as an am of Tampa Bay. 

One day Mr. Robinson told papa that we could 
cabch sheepshead across the river at Pafasola. 

One day we went fishing over there and caught 
IB sheepshead, a sheepshead has a head just like 
a sheep head. It has strong teeth like a sheeps 
teeth. One day we went fishing off Hookers Point 
and^caught 2 nice trout. I always felt something 
Biting at my line. I had a big hook but I caught 
a little grunt. A grunt is a kind of fish that 
grunts when you catch it. 





1898 - JANUARY. 


January 2, 1898 - Sunday. 

The male English sparrow has a black patch on 
his throat that the female lacks. She has more 
sober plumage. They are making love now. I saw 
one hopping around the female as she sat in a maple 
in our yard. He dragged his wings and spread his 
tail and chirped to show his finest feathers. 

January 12, 1898 - Wednesday . 

This morning it was quite cold. Went down in 
Mit Maine's woods. Saw a flock of 7 or 8 Chicadees 
in the plum orchard. Took a description. Crown and 
throat glossy black. Back ashy; underparts white. 
The middle of the belly has a slight reddish tinge. 
They were very tame and allowed me to get quite 
close. They were always on the move for something 
t o eat. 

FEBRUARY. 


February 7, 1898 - Monday. 

A chicadee came to a pile of wood by the back 
ho or this morning. He hung over the sawed end of 
wood and pick out larvae. They were covered by 
sawdust and he dug it out. When he got a small one 
he ate it up but he flew off with the large ones, 
he picked a little at a bone too. 


February 27, 1898 - Sunday. 

The little gnats are dancing thier love dances 
this afternoon. Over by Trumble's a pair of white¬ 
breasted nuthatches were catching them. They would 
start from an elm branch and circle through them, 
coming back to the same perch. 


APRIL. 

April 10, 1898 - Sunday. 

This afternoon I went down in the fields with 










Wags. Down by the ravine I scared up a meadow¬ 
lark. It lit on a post and I sat dov/n to watch 
it. The belly was white; breast yellow with a 
black crescent on it; the back was streaked with 
black and brown. It had a curious way of moving 
its bill. Crossed the ditch and 2 wire fences on 
a post I saw a male song sparrow. It had a 
black spot on its breast a little larger than the 
end of a pencil surrounded by stripes of the same 
color; belly white; it sang. 

While crossing another fence I heard a 
drumming noise and saw a flicker on a dead limb 
of an elm tree. It had red on the back of its 
neck. The tail was short and was used to brace 
with. It drummed and gave a note like whick-ah 
whick ah bowing all the time. 

While looking for a song sparrow in a brush- 
pile I saw a dusky duck on the river. I stood on 
the bank and watched it as it swam around in 
front of me for some time. After a little it flew 
upstream and lit again. Then I went home. 

April 17, 1898 - Sunday . 

This morning a chipping sparrow was in the 
yard. The crown was reddish brown; back streak¬ 
ed with brown and black; underparts grey. The 
till is black. Over by Mrs. Pettey's I saw a 
pair of yellow bellied woodpecker. They had red 
on the throat and head. It bad drilled holes in 
a Norway sprunce. 

MAY 

May 15, 1898 - Sunday . 

This afternoon i Went' down in L. Voll’s woods. 
Just beyond the spring I saw a male rose-breasted 
grosbeak. On the breast was a rose red spot; belly 
white; head and upperparts black, wings barred 
with white} bill large v/hite. Its song sounded 
like that of a robin. 

By a rail fence in a brush pile was a flock 
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of white throated sparrows. They were nearly as 
large as an English sparrow. The song was a 
sweetly whistled I I pea-hody pea-body. 

They were quite tame. I watched them for 
some time from "behind a stump. 

On the further side near the river I saw a 
scarlet tanager. Wings and tail black; rest of 
plumage bright scarlet. The callnote was a 
metallic chip-churr. Once it went down to the 
ground but he generally kept up in the trees. 

Started for home. By the swimming hole a 
belted kingfisher flew by me. 

Then I went home. 

May 25, 1898 - Monday . 

Went down in the fields. Found a robin's nest 
by Maine's slough in a clump of bushes. The out¬ 
side was coarse grass. The interior was a mud 
cup lined with fine grass. It was about 5-1/2 
feet from the ground. It contained 1 blue egg. 

Farther on I found a catbird's nest in a thorn- 
apple tree. It wa3 about 10 feet from the ground 
and of fine weeds and grass. It contained 1 
rather long egg smaller and darker-colored than 
that of a robin. 

By the bend two bank swallows had thier nest. 
The hole was long. Belly white; grey band on 
breast; throat white. 

JUNE. 

June 5, 1898 - Sunday . 

Went down the track this afternoon. It was 
quite hot. By the oak a bluebird flew out of a 
post. She nearly hit me in the face. The nest 
about a foot from the top was made of fine dried 
grasses and contained 4 pale blue eggs. The male 
was blue above, breast reddish-brown; belly white; 
tail blackish underneath. 

In Voeck’s marsh I saw a catbird. Its head 
and tail were black. The tail was long. When it 
was excited it/ jerks it up and down. It imitated 








other "birds in its song. 

Went across the fields to H. Hacketts. Saw 
a red-winged blackbird. Glenn Hackett called it 
a black jack. It was black. The shoulders were 
red bordered by light orange. Its alarm not'^ 
was chuck chut ♦ The song was like h 'wa ker ee . 

Then I went home. 

June 11, 1898 - Saturda y. 

This afternoon noon I found a Tobin’s nest 
in a maple west of the house. English sparrows 
had built right over it. Went up by Carpenter's 
and found another like it in a box elder. There 
were two robin's eggs in it. They were in the 
sparrow’s nest. 

June 24, 1896 - Friday . 

Went down in the fields after school. Saw a 
Male bobolink. It flew while singing. It kept 
walking around on the top of a post uneasily and 
giving the alarm note. 

Went on down to the river. On a dead willow 
about 5 feet above the water was a kingbird's 
nest. The willow had fallen on the crotch of a 
bush and hung over the water. The nest was made 
of small weeds, roots, strings and fibers and was 
lined v/ith small brownish roots. It contained one 
young bird covered with down and one white egg 
spotted with chocolate. 

Then I went home. 


JULY 

July 31, 1898 - Sunday . 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 
Saw an American goldfinch on a thistle. The back 
and breast were yellow; belly and rump white. Tail 
and crown black; middle tail feathers white; bill 
rosy white. Its note was per-chic o ree. 

Under the bridge was a flock of cliff swallows 
Mostly young. Sometimes an old one would push a 












young one away and alight in its place. They 
kept calling twit tweet and Cha . 

1899. JANUARY. 

January 7, 1899 - Saturday . 

This morning it was warmer. Bundled up 
well and went down in the woods. There were a 
few inches of snow on the ground. Crossed the 
river and went nearly to the farther side of 
the peninsula. Watched a flock of chicadees 
feeding for some time. They searched every 
available place for larvae. Some large birds 
lit for an instant in a tall tree and then flew 
over to G. Hacketts peninsula. I followed. Soon 
I came up on a flock of them. They were evening 
grosbeaks. The males gave a single loud note and 
the females chattered like cedar waxwings. There 
wei’e about 75 of them. They were quite wild. 
Suddenly they flew off. The woods were deserted 
and the chilly wind struck to the bone. Then I 
went home hoping to see them again. 

MARCH. 

March 8, 1899 - Wednesday . 

This morning a white-breasted nuthatch was 
singing in the back yard. Then he flew away with 
the oust omary yak-ah-ak-ah. 

March 9, 1899 - Thursday . 

This morning a smell flock of redpolls were 
out in Pettey’s garden on pigweed seeds. Sides 
and breast light red; crown red; thin cheeks and 
belly white; wings barred with white. Tail black 
notched; the bill is yellow. They hung head from 
the tips of the weeds and fed. They have a note 
like that of a goldfinch. 












March 25, 1899 - Saturday. 

Thi3 morning I saw a half dozen juncoes "by 
Spahr’s. Its bill is yellow; belly white; 
head "blackish; "breast and sides slate grey; back 
blackish; outer tail feathers white; its song 
was like sweetosweeto chik chit chitty chee chut 
chut to to twee. It can only be heard about 35 
yards. The ordinary note was tsip . When fly¬ 
ing its spread its tail and showed the white 
feathers. 

ABRIL. 


April 2, 1899 - Sunday. 

Went down in the fields this morning before 
breakfast. By the ditch on Doheretys I saw two 
tree sparrow's. The t op of the head was reddish 
brown; rump grey; back streaked with brown; 
underparts, whitish; indistinct black spot on 
breast; middle of tail black. The common note 
was tsip . They sang sweetly. They flew along 
the ground so fast and kept under cover so well 
that they would hardly be noticed. They jerked 
thier tails nervously. 


April 9, 1899 - Sunday . 

This afternoon it is bright and sunny. 
Clarence Cook and I went over on the Island. Saw 
a robin on a patch of greensward. Its breast 
was reddish brown, belly white, back dark slate, 
crown and tail black, primaries and secondaries 
browner than back. Circle round eye white; bill 
yellow; when it ran fast its head was level with 
its body. 


April 11, 1899 - Tuesday . 

This morning I went down to the ditch below 
the school-house before breakfast. A male gold¬ 
finch lit in a little box elder and began to 
sing. Here is the song sweets y sweeter sweet 
t_oosy toosy pe-e-e-e seoo per-chic o-ree swee swee 

.per chic-o-ree. 


lhen 1 went home. 






















April 15, 1899 ~ Thursday . 

Went down to the river before breakfast. 
Crossed Fisk’s meadow and quietly approached 
the fence of Lav/ton’s pasture. 

A flicker was hunting on the ground a rod 
or so off. Head and throat fawn; back brownish 
breast fawn spotted with black; belly white 
spotted with black; triangular red spot on back 
of head; rump white; underside of wings golden 
yellow; bill black, yellowish on end. The tail 
was used as a brace. The rump showed 
conspicuously in flight. It was eating ants. 

April 14, 1899 - Friday . 

Went down in the fields before breakfast. 

There were not many birds about. A song sparrow 
sang while hunting for food on the ground. 

April 15, 1899 - Saturday . 

Shot a male bronzed grackle this morning. 
Crown and neck steel-blue with reflections. 
Primaries and secondaries black; tail long and 
black, back black with bronze reflections; belly 
and underside of wings black breast same as back, 
eyeball yellow, bill and feet black, very strong. 
The com'-.on note was an asthmatic spee cha g iven 
with spread wings and tail. 

April 20, 1899 - Thursday . 

Shot a bluejay this morning. Back light blue 
belly white; breast drab; v/ings blue tertials 
tipped with white and barred with black; 
secondaries same; outer tail feathers tipped with 
white and barred with black; lores black; line 
around neck and extending down the breast black 
undertail coverts white, crest blue; the tongue 
was slightly notched at the end. 










April 22, 1899 - Saturday. 

Saw a kiTldeer in Draper’s pasture by the 
bridge this afternoon. It was white underneath 
breast white v/ith two broad bars of black, 
throat white, bill black; crown light brown 
edged with black; back grey brown; feathers 
edged v/ith ochraceous buff, rump buff rather 
reddish; tail short tipped with brovmish white; 
rest black; underside of wings white, primaries 
and secondaries black barred with white, toes 
3 first and second slightly webbed third free, 
legs rather long. 


Apri1 23, 1899 - Sunday . 

This morning I saw a bTad£pol-l warbler in 
our west yard. It was a male; side v/ith stripe 
of black; crown black; belly white; side stripes 
joined on breast, lower breast yellow; lores 
black; throat white; outer tail feathers yellow; 
rump white; back dark olive brown; wings nearly 
black. It gave a note like chick and caught 
insects on the wing. 

In the front yard a female ruby crowned king- 
lit was hunting through a Norway spruce. Under¬ 
neath pale yellowish green; back olive brown; 
wings darker than back and barred with white; 
crown olive brown. At long intervals it gave a 
note like chit-it . Sometimes it captured insects 
on the wing. 


Went over in T. Hackett's woods this after- 
no °n. It had turned colder. Saw a male hairy 
woodpecker flying. At every glide it gave a 
loud rattling note. When it lit it drummed a 
little. 


April 27, 18 99 - Thursday . 

This morning there were half a dozen of 
purple Martins flying around the schoolhouse. A 
strong wind v/as blowing. One would soar tipping 
from side to balance. Its tail helped. A male 
held his wings stiff and let the wind blow him 
backward. Once he tipped over. 













MAY 


May 2, 1899 - Tuesday . 

This morning itf wa's raining but a song 
sparrow sang. It gave two songs with a pause be¬ 
tween. 

May 5, 1899 - Wednesday. 

This morning before going to school I saw a 
catbird fly from one of our trees across the 
road with a quick up and down motion as if it 
was turning somersaults. It sang all the time. 

When it lit it spread its wings and tail and 
puffed out its feathers. Then it sang faintly 
and acted as if it was wounded. An English 
sparrow was watching it. The catbird gave a 
black-bird-like chuck and made as if to pounce 
on the sparrow which flew away. 

Over on the school-ground I took the song 
of a song sparrow. Chip chip chip pur sic _a tay 
yo. ; sip a tur was sometimes added after a pause, 
“hen I would think that the song was ended by 
the inflection, a few more notes would be added. 

May 4, 1899 - Thursday. 

This morning I saw a male palm warbler in the 
trees near the house. I took this description 
of its crown chestnut; back olive brown; ring 
around neck bright orange-yellow; under parts 
yellow streaked with rufous; line over eye yellow; 
Underside of tail and belly soiled white; wing bar 
white; black line through eye; back finely penciled 
with brown; dark rufous band on breast; nearly as 
large as English sparrow. The bill was short and 
slightly curved; tail medium; notched. It got 
something from the pine needles. Generally as it 
started to fly it would give a sharp metallic tsic. 
















May 5, 1899 - Friday. 

ir, T ^ is mDrn ^; I round, a Bronzed Grackle’s nest 
a l"° rWay s P ruce H. Smith’s, about 25 feet 
rrassp? 6 “ Wa3 mde of coarse reeds and 

pine na^i f Slde WaS a Cup of mu(i lined » ith 
ml ! I1Ches and needles of spruce were 

J outside. It contained 3 light blue 

edited°wi°th ed i V/it ^ black * ^6 larger spots were 
th chocolate. The spots would rub off. 

May 6, 1899 - Saturday . 

in front V;Mle l00kin ^ at a female sparrow 

a f/ ettey 3 h0Use 1 noti ced that it had 

a whitish line through the eye. 

May 7, 1899 — Sunday. 

Mrs F p^ d % blUe ^ y ' S nest in a li_tt le spruce in 
.Russel s yard. It contained 1 egg. Saw a 

fr“t e oJ 0 p»t t ’r a f ed f r ° sl9ak in a snaU >» a Ple in 

lar-e bill ^ U v/as after bra akfast. The 
jjjf D ?f“ Wa8 yellow 5 **east yellowish spotted 

on the JlT &Ck 8p0t8; bel1 ^ white; the spots 

baci olive h are line over the e ^ e white. 

It ~ I 6 brown; feathers margined with buffy. 

It gave 4 notes; ick^ pick, eek, peek. 

* May 8, 1899 - Monda y, 

thr, “^female was on her nest when I looked in at 

male^was^in'the hiS m0 l nilie after breakfast. The 
nest f i? the same tree * The female staved on the 

2 eggs it!" 3 Within 3 f6et ° f h6r * * he ™ "ere 

varrt He ?f d a P f}“ warbler sin & on the wing in the 
y rd. It was like tree tree too tsink tsink. 

for fSl COmm0n S °^ that it; S^ e_ ^il"e~hunting 
ior food was a series of zees. b 

elm toys! * * SHTjUitab n. sating 

■»et. a iepth e Sll I ,r!; t ' Ur ^. th9 br ° n,led deckle's 

heip*v»f o • , inches, diameter 6 inches - 

SM 8 ln ° h8S! «*««-». 15 inches. 
















that the spots were mostly on the large ends of 
the eggs. Some were purple. 

lady 9, 1699 - Tuesday. 

This morning I found a downy woodpecker’s 
nest in Leider’s field across the way on bridge. 

t was dug out of tough wood in a dead n&ple. It 
was pear-shaped and measured as follows: depth 
diameter of opening 1-3/4 inches; 

., inches. There were 5 white eggs 

® . lne cb fP s at the bottom. Took one egg. 

, llde U P in the tree a female rosebreasted 
grosbeak placed a few straws on a limb as the 

i?^ ion of a nest * Her crown was streaked 
with black and white. 

nest i!° Wa " dS bridee 1 found a mourning dove’s 
a box elder. It ims made of rootlets and 
grasses on a foundation of straw. Depth 1 - 1/4 

2-1/2 inches; circumference 12 
inches; It contained 2 white eggs. 

noo 4 - In i . t ^ le 381,16 tree was a chipping sparrows 
and 5 blU6 QgSS s P° tted with black 

Il! was “ade of grass, rootlets and 
needles, on a foundation of grass and weeds. 

■,/ 0 , a blned with pine needles and hair. Depth 1- 
1/2 inches; height 2 inches, width 3 - 1/2 inches, 
ircumference 6 inches. Then I went home. 

This afternoon there were a number of Cliff 
wallows flying around the school-house. The 
'-ail ^3 notched. 


1 0, 1899 - Wednesday . 

One of the bluejays eggs was sucked, 
taken from the nest. 


It was 


May 11, 1899 - Thursday . 

s °ng of the cliff swallow"'sounds like 

t 8 E eek J Bfi , leather ‘ Heard 11 this aft; ernoon on 
the school grounds. 









May 12, 1899 - Friday. 

The other tiluej'ay *~s egg ms sucked this 
morning. Both were removed from the nest. 


May 15, 1899 - Monday, 

This morn there was a male B r e w o t e r ^-s Warbier 
in the trees near the house. I took this des¬ 
cription. Crown yellow; upperparts olive grey; 
wings barred with yellow; shorter tail feathers 
tipped with yellow; outer tail feathers barred 
with yellow white; underparts white ; breast 
yellowish. 

Heard a song sparrow down by the ditch give 
the following song - sit sit sit um sit tr _se put 

After supper I went over on T. Hackett's 
Island. Took the following description of a male 
redstart; head and upper breast black; side 
orange, belly white; back and wings lighter than 
breast; wings barred with orange; tail long; 
tipped with black; fanshaped; rump yellow; the 
tail is opened and shut nervously. The bird was 
very restless, rarely staying in one tree 2 
minutes ^generally much less. 

rose-breasted grosbeak incubating. 
He did not appear to be much frightened at my 
approach at first. As I turned to leave he gave 
the alarmnote. Then I went home. 

SERING MIGRATION LIST - 1899 . 

March 14 Robin 


April 3 Killdeer 

4 Bluebird 

5 Meadowlark 
Sparrow Hawk 

7 Song Sparrow 

Red-winged Blackbird 
Bronzed Grackle 
Mourning Dove 










April 12 ?ho&be 

13 Flicker 
Bank Swallow 

14 Chipping Sparrow 
White-bellied Swallow 

23 Myrtle Warbler 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
27 Chimney Swift 
29 Whippoorwill 


May 1 

3 

4 
6 
8 

10 

12 

14 

15 


Baltimore Oriole 
Catbird 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

Bobolink 

Balm Warbler 

Kingbird 

Scarlet Tanager 

Maryland Yellowthroat 

Wood Pewee 

Ruby—throated Hummingbird 
Redstart 

arVi v- iter J s Warbier 


May 16. 1899 - Tuesday . 

. ™ s mornin £ after breakfast I saw some 

Purple Finch feeding on the cones 

dull LV® QS * Head reddish 5 hack ^ayer; wings 
Ull black; bar on bend of wing white; belly 

tan 18 ? ®? ite; thr0at hill yellowish black; 

in sk °rt; notched; rump redder than breast; 

dul , ldlack - llhe h ™g head down sometimes 
Mule feeding. They gave a metallic tink tink. 

Took the following description of a chipping 
sparrow in thier yard: Crown reddish brown; 1 C 
toderparts dull white; white line over eye- black 
tith eye; lores hlack; hack brown, streaked 

wW h *l ’ f 1 f J SCU0US; lon ^ notched; two white 
% ars; underside of wings greyish white. 

"“He over on the school-grounds I Saw a 














robin sing while it was flying. it was a 
whisper song, it stai'ted from one tree and 
flew in a semicircle to the one that contained 
its nest. 


L ay 17, 1899 - Wednesday. 

This morning "'before school I went down on 
the island and dug a kingfisher's nest out. The 
old one staid on while I was digging. I reach¬ 
ed my hand in the hole and she seized it and 
pinched quite hard. I pulled her out and took 
this description of her: bill long and sharp; 
back, 1 underparts white; band of rufous across 
the breast and down the sides; white band on 
neck; back and breast steel-blue; band across 
upper breast same; primaries and secondaries 
black, barred with white; rufous patched on 
underside of wings. Tail black barred with a great 
many white bars; small white spot on lores; feet 
small, red; feet; the first and second toes were 
grown together for about half their length. The 
nest was about 3 feet from the opening. The cavity 
contained it was quite large. I could get my arm 
in the hole. The nest was made of crab claws and 
iish bones. It was sunk below the level of the 
hole and contained 7 white eggs. I took one. Put 
tne old kingfisher back in and she staid there. 

This evening I found a meadowlarks nest in 
Seeley's pasture by the marsh. It was in a clump 
of grass. There was a well-marked path used by the 
old one. She fluttered off and acted as though 
she had a broken wing. i marked the spot and 
ioilowed her. She would give little hope in the 
air as though trying to fly. It contaired 3 eggs. 


May 18 , 1899 - Thursday. 

, ** 15® morni'ng recess this morning I went down 

to the ditch. Saw a Maryland Yellowthroat. It had 
a black stripe extending over the eyes like a mask 













The song it gave sounded like wichity wichity 
wichity wichity varied to wichi'tsy. it" "begins 
Tn a low tone and gathers volume towards the 
end. fphe note of alarm it gave was chimp given 
in a harsher manner than that of the song sparrow. 

Heard a song sparrow give an alarmnote.like 
chimp . 

May 20 , 1899 - Saturday . 

This afternoon I went down in Voeck’s marsh. 
Took the following description of a Vesper 
Sparrow, lower "breast & "belly whitish, upper 
breast and sides streaked with small brown streaks 
crown brown, streaked with black; back streaked; 
bend of wing dull bay; tail notched; outer tail 
feathers white. 

Saw a male rosebreasted grosbeak. Its 
sides were spotted with black; will large yellow; 
tail notched. Then I went home. 

May 21, 1899 - Sunday. 

Heard a male bronzed graclcle give two songs. 
The first was 3 fej| varied to sfefc l- cha. It was 
indrawn excepting the last. The other was fee-cha . 
It was in the morning. ■ 

Took down a number of blue jay notes. One was 
a loud ue-a-te-kul. One more that is pleasing is 
a high ring tut'l’e. One gave a lovenote like qui 
uttered irT~a low conversational tone. This is 
also used when several get together. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 
Heard a male red-winged blackbird give a metallic 
note like tink. And another like tse- e-e-er given 
in a shrill tone. 

In the edge of the woods I saw a male chest¬ 
nut sided warbler. Its crown was yellow; line 
around it black; belly white; sides chestnut; back 
streaked with black; tail black; wings barred with 
yellowish white. Went onto the marsh. Two kill- 
deer were here. They were very noisy giving notes 
like tweep tv/eo p tu tu tu . When I approached 
the marsh they would fall on thier breast with 























spread tail and tremulous wings giving a note 
like tr-r-r-r-r on a descending scale. Heard 
a harsh weak note coming from the mardr. One 
of the killdeer ran through the grass in the 
direction of the sound. I marked the place 
and approached. I could see nothing for a time 
hut suddenly I saw a young one in plain sight 
on the mud. The crown and hack was greyish 
hrown; line around crown hlack; line around neck 
and another on the color line between the hack 
and the belly hlack; tip of wing white; lores 
white; underparts white. It could not stand 
upright; its legs were so weak. Found 3 others. 
The father fed them while the other tried to 
attract my attention. Then I went home. 

May 22, 1899 - Monday . 

T.'ent down in the fields after school. 

Heard a vesper sparrow give an alarmnote like 
tseep. It was sharp and rather mettallic. Saw 
some song sparrows. They were much agitated and 
gave another mettalic note in connection with 
its chimp, like tsit chimp . Noticed that in 
some meadowlarks the song is longer and more 
varied than others. Then I went home. 

May 25, 1899 - Tuesday . 

This afternoon at recess I went down by 
the ditch. Saw a male Maryland yellowthroat. 

Its flight was hobby like a Chicadees. It would 
dive into the weeds and suddenly appear a few 
feet farther on. It would flirt its tail and 
give its alarm-note in the time it remained in 
sight. When it sang its wings and tail tremble 
and the body shakes. 

Saw a female rosebreasted grosbeak gather¬ 
ing material for a nest. It lit on a weedstem 
and then reached out and bit off a small one. 

She did this until she had 4 or 5 in her bill. 
Each time she made a chewing motion with her 
hill to make room for the next one. 












May 25, 1899 - Th ursday. 

This morning I went - down to H. Smith's and 
got that Bronzed Grackle's nest. It was built 
on top of the last years nest last years nest. 

The new one was a trifle smaller. The outside 
was coarse grass and weeds. Then came a layer of 
nrud. The nest was lined v/ith very fine weedstems 
and grass. The foundation of the old nest was 
of mud. Otherwise it was the same. 

May 26, 1899 - Friday. 

Jim Draper went over across - the river this 
afternoon. Found a red-headed woodpecker’s nest 
in a stub by the ravines. It was about 10 feet 
up. It was the enlargement of an old nest. Depth 
18 inches, width at smallest part 3 inches, wider 
at bottom, diameter of hole 2-1/4 inches. The 4 
white eggs were laid on a few white chips at the 
bottom. They were transparent and of a pinkish 
hue. 

F ound a sparrow Hawk’s nest at the bend in a 
broken off basswood. It was about 45 feet up in a 
tree. I could not reach around. Went up with 
n$r climbers. The top had rotted out about 4 feet. 
It was about 2 feet across. The nest in there 
contained 5 slightly incubated eggs, v/hitish pink 
thickly spotted with fine cinnamon brown spots. 
Spots darker on one end. Generally the large. 

Both ends were nearly the same. They were laid on 
a few twigs as large as a leadpencil scantily 
covered v/ith oak leaves. While I was there the 
old ones would fly out from the trees and hover 
about 10 feet over me calling shrilly killy killy 
killy killy. Then v/e v/ent home. 

M ay 27, 1899 - Saturday . 

Went down by Spahr's this morning. By 
Fiske's a catbird was singing. It copied a blue- 
jays love-note and the song of a wood thrush. It 
was raining slightly. 

Found a bluejay’s nest in Spahr’s boxelder. 
The old one sat on it v/ith the bill at an angle 
50°. She staid on till I nearly touched her. 
Then I v/ent home. 

















This evening I watched a robin at work on 
the nest. She had begun in the morning in a 
little elm near the walk. She tried to get a 
string that was fast in a tree. She would take 
hold of it and jerk and then try to fly away 
with it. She made the foundation of twigs, paper 
grass, string and cloth. A male Baltimore 
Oriole came while she was gone and stole a string. 

May 28, 1899 - Sunday. 

This evening the robin was carrying grass to 
the nest. Once she visited an old English sparrow’s 
nest in the road and took a few straws from it. 

She mixed mud and grass and and moulded it with 
her breast. When she left the nest she sometimes 
uttered a rapid pimp pimp faster at the end like 
She took some clear mud. She dug it 
with a shovel-like motion. She entered the nest 
from any side. When the mud was moulded she put 
in the lining of fine grass. Some v/as moulded 
in and the rest was loose. Her breast was muddy. 

May 29, 1899 - Monday. 

This morning over at the school grounds I 
got several country names for birds. Glen 
Hackett called a red-winged blackbird a Black 
Jack, Harry Klumpp a Spotted spotted a 3and 
snipe, and Irving Prindle a ruffed grouse a wild 
banty. 

May 30, 1899 - Tuesday . 

This evening 1 was up by Draper’s. Heard a 
Vesper Sparrow sing on the ground. A chipping 
sparrow not to be outdone sang also. His song 
was like chippy chippy chippy chippy . Punning 
up the scale like^ 














Hay 31, 1899 - Wednesday. 

This afternoon I made a study of the notes 
of the English Sparrow. It has two harsh notes 
used as calls like this it and chirp or chip . 
’«Vhen alarmed a note like chr-r-r-r-r shimp shirp 
It has a jumble of the first two for a song. 

When flying they gave notes like t oit . The 
flight was strong and rather bounding. 


JUNE. 


June 1, 1899 - Thursday. 

This morning I'found a robins nest in a box- 
elder tree near the ware-house. The female 
seemed to have a defect in her voice. She only 
gave a single note like koop. She flirted her 
tail nervously while I was near and gave the 
call. The male gave the usual pimp. 

This evening I was down to Seeleys. There was 
a barn swallows nest in Langes barn. The male 
sat on a fence and gave a pleasing twittering 
song. 

June 2, 1899 - Friday. 

Tonight after school Jim Draper and I went 
over in Kistatt’s. Pound a warbling Vireo's nest 
in an elm tree about 6 feet from the ground. 

It was made of plant down, cobwebs, small cocoons 
vegetable fibers, plant and hairs compactly 
woven together into a soft gray cup. It was about 
an inch thick. Eggs 3 white, sparingly spotted 
with brownish black. Took the following descrip¬ 
tion of the female: line through eye greyish 
brown, tail slightly notched; underparts white 
slightly tinged with yellow; crown and back olive 
brown; wing and tail same; it gave two notes like 
chit chit and zhrwee zhrv/ee. The male's song 
was a smooth warble. I watched her when she went 
back on the nest. She slid along the limb and 
into the nest so quickly that I hardly noticed 

Then we went home. 


















June 3, 1899 - Saturday . 

This afternoon noon I heard a continual 
chipping noise coming from Fiskes garden. 

Followed it up and found a chipping sparrow’s 
nest. It contained 4 young. They were cover¬ 
ed with parasites and were very noisy. Over 
hy Spahrs I heard a bluejay give a note that 
sounded like the turning of an ungreased axle. 

June 4, 1899 - Sunday . 

This afternoon' 1 went over to the sloughs. 

By second slough on the side covered with 
Brush I found a wood thrushes nest. It was 
about 4 feet from the ground in an oak sapling 
and wa3 in plain sight of the path. It was 
placed at a juncture of a branch to the tree. 

It was made of leaves, grass and rootlets. The 
inside was mud. The lining consisted of a few 
pine needles. The grass had lain in water until 
it was black, it much resembled a robin's nest 
and the two blue eggs heightened the delusion 
though they were smaller. Depth of nest 2-l/4 
inches; height 5 inches; width 4-l/2 inches, 
distance around 12-1/2 inches. The old one slid 
off the nest and went away coming back after a 
short time and alighted within 4 feet of me. Took 
the following description of it; head bright 
brown; back, wings and tail duller, underparts 
white streaked with black; flanks spotted; throat 
white. Then I went home. 


June 5, 1899 - Monday . 

Heard a blue jay give a singular note like 
klin^). it was followed by pet el kir. Ntticed 
that the common note of the barn swallow was 
tweet tweet twit. 










June 6, 1899 - Tuesday, 

Jim Draper and I went down "below their 
house this morning. Found a Scarlet Manager’s 
nest on the horizontal limb of a small oak on 
the riverbank. It was about lOfeet up and was 
made of coarse weeds that had stood in the 
water and was lined with pine needles. It con¬ 
tained 4 greenish blue eggs, spotted with rufous 
and rufous-brown principally on the large end. 
I'hey are darker there. The female did not 
appear at all anxious. She flew across the river 
and was joined by her mate. She flew at him and 
pecked him when he sang. Took the following 
description of her: bill quite large, yellow; 
tail notched; underside blackish; under tail- 
coverts yellow; head yellowish grey; back olive 
green; throat and breast yellow; wings blackish. 

went on alone and found the nest of a 
-Dearie- yellow warbler. It was in a bush about 2 
feet from the ground. It was made of hair, fur, 
plant down, and pine-needles, closely felted to¬ 
gether, and sewed with black hair mostly on the 
inside. The bottom was white down. It made a 
pietty contrast. It was a perfectly round cup 
in shape, it contained 2 dull white egg-s; 
spotted at the large end with olive-brown and 
purplish cinnamon. Took one. It was very 
fragile. Then I went home. 


June 7, 1699 - Wednesday. 

This morning I found a Scarlet Tanager’s 
nest in a large oak over in front of Grey's. It 
was about 20 feet from the ground I could not 
reach it. The female was very anxious and gave 
n ° es iike pere pe re joe re chip churr. 

This aTternoonT went over in~T. Hackett's 
woods. There were a number of spotted sand¬ 
pipers along the river. They rose with notes 
like £eet__weet weet weet and flew off just above 
she water. “ 

Found a V/ilson's thrush nest on a log. it 










was made of leaves and lined with roots. It 
contained 4 blue eggs and two cowbird's eggs. 

Took the following description of a yellow¬ 
billed cuckoos bill yellow; line through eye 
black; underparts white. Its notes were fast at 
first and were slower at the end. They sounded 
like hitting stones together. Pound a nest on 
the top of a thornapple tree about lOfeet up. 

It was made of fine twigs and lined with leaves 
and fine rootlets. It contained 4 blue eggs. 

They were very dirty. Depth of nest 1-3/4 inches 
width 5-1/2 inches, height 3-l/2 inches, cir¬ 
cumference 14 inches. 

Pound the nest of a red-eyed vireo on a 
crotch at the end of a limb of a basswood. It 
was made of cobwebs, bark, leaves, hemp and 
cocoons and was lined with pine needles. It 
contained 3 eggs, white, spotted mostly at the 
large end with black. It also contained 2 cow- 
birds eggs. Took the following description of 
the old one. line through eye black; line above 
eye white; underparts whitish; upperparts olive 
green. Grown grey bordered with black; bend 
of wing white. 

Pound a least flycatcher on a maple sapling 
that leaned over so much the top branches were 
horizontal. It was saddled to one of these. I 
reached it by climbing a larger tree and bend¬ 
ing it down. It was made of leaves, grass and 
hair lined with feathers forming a compact cup. 

It contained 4 eggs, white v/ith a yellow tinge. 

I had gone only about 20 feet before the female 
went back on. Took the following description 
of another one. breast white; back olive brown; 
two white wing bars; it called chebic and was 
very restless. Heard, one give a note of alarm 
like whit whit. ' 

Pound a blackbilled cuckoo's nest in a goose 
erry bush about 3 feet from the ground. It was 
wade of twigs and was lined with a fuzzy weed 
ower cluster. It was flat. It contained 2 

eggs smaller than those of the yellow-bill. 






On my way home I found, a Scarlet Managers 
nest in a small elm along the road. It was 
about 6 feet from the ground. It contained 2 
tanagers and one cowbirds egg. Then I went home. 

June 8, 1899 - Thursday 
This morning after breakfast""" I~"started for 
T. Ilackett ’s woods. By Randalls block there were 
a number of Chimney Swifts flying around. They 
would circle around and then catch the twigs of a 
dead oak in thier feet as they passed. 

On the edge of the woods I found a black¬ 
billed cuckoo’s nest. It contained 4 eggs of 
unusual size. They were nearly as large as those 
of theypllow billed species. 

A least flycatcher in flying from one tree to 
another gave a note like ca-tr-r-r-r. 

Took the following description of a yellow¬ 
billed cuckoo: end of tail white; line from eye 
to bill black; crown grey. 

Went over across the railroad track to the 
peninsula. There was a flock of cowbirds feeding 
in the open. The female gave a note like pe-e-c-re | 
Took the following description of a male; Head 
coffee brown; rest of plumage black. They gave 
notes like see-e-er. The males gave a bubbling 
song like bub kul"o see with puffed out feathers 
and spread wings and tail. 

Went back on the other side of the river. 

Pound a robins nest in a hole in a tree, one- 
half of the tree had split off leaving the cavity. 

Then I went home. 


June 9, 1899 - F riday . 

This morning 1 was down by Seeleys. Saw a 
fnale barn swallow sing while sitting on a wire 
fence near his nest in Lange’s barn. 

There was a king bird’s nest in an oak in 
front of Seeleys. Took the following description 
of one of the old one3; upperparts olive brown; 
head and tail black; white band on tip of tail; 
underparts white; the breast is darker than the 















■belly. They would, sally out for passing insects 
every little while and. caught them with a loud, 
snap of the hill. When it got a large one it 
bruised it on its perch before swallowing it. A 
bobolink chased its mate near one of them. It 
flew at the bobolink and made it light on the 
ground. 

Went down in the marsh. A male red-winged 
blackbird was much excited. He called che-che - 
chuck tuck walking around on a fence post. A 
male Baltimore Oriole flew by his outer tail 
feather s were orange. 

Went up by Grey’s. Pound a Scarlet Tanagers 
nest in an oak. The female called chip chip. 

I could not reach the nest. Then I went hone. 

This afternoon 1 went over in T. Hacketts woods 
Pound a catbird’s nest with 4 eggs in it. 

Noticed that the black-billed cuckoos eyelids 
are red. A ring around the eye is white in 
the yellow-billed cuckoo. 

Pound a red-eyed Vireo’s nest v/ith 2 of its 
own eggs and 2 cowbirds eggs. Took the Cowbirds 
eggs. Then I went home. 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

June 10, 1899 - Saturday . 

This afternoon I started for St. Paul. Saw 
numbers of red-winged blackbirds and some nests 
on the way. 


June 15, 1899 - Thursday . 

This morning I went out to Lake Elmo. Some 
boys and I rowed across the lake. Found a number 
of red-winged blackbirds nests among the rushes. 
Some were empty. Others contained eggs. They 
gave notes like ker-tick and tink. 












June 16, 1899 - Friday . 

This evening after supper I spent in watch- 
ing nighthawks near the house. There were 
thousands of them. One would flap and flutter 
a short distance and then utter a jffi it . I was 
watching one when it turned down and flew very- 
fast towards the ground. As it neared it it 
turned up. As it turned it made a roaring noise 
like the wheel of a wagon rubbing on the box. 

The noise was made by the wings. When it gets 
near the turn up it makes its body horizontal 
and the air rushing through the wings makes 
the sound. It is not always that it can do it. 

T saw one miss several times. I think that one 
had a nest on the flat top of the house. I was 
watching one when it suddenly came down level 
with the trees and gave a nervous excited note 
like kit kit kit _kit_ v/hile it flew along 
erratically like this 3 ascending 

an d 1 descending. 

June 17 , 1899 - Saturday . 

I hear a robin with a noticeable song every 
day from my window. It has notes in its song 
Tike wheot wheet turor. 

In the next yard is a family of red-headed 
woodpecker. They get on the top of some high 
Place and give a note like kwar. It is hard to 

represent. 

Went down the Mississippi river in a steam¬ 
boat this morning and up the Minnesota. A new 
railroad had been run through and cuts had been 
^de in the soft sandstone. Bank swallow's had 
built or dug thier nests here by the hundreds. 

The openings were all the way from 2 to 5 inches 
in diameter. The swallows flew in without stopp¬ 
ing. Sometimes two would go in, one after the 
other. 

















June 18, 1899 - Sunday. 

This afternoon we v/alkedT from the cable-cars 
to the new house. Saw a western meadowlark on 
a telegraph wire. Its song was like the 
common species except for a few bubbling notes 
at the end. It was very wild. It gave a note 
like tick two or three times. It flew like the 
common species. 

This evening the two Highthawks flew high 
U P in the air and circled around for some time. 
Then they separated and the male flew higher, 
suddenly he rushed down and boomed beside her 
and flew up again. He did it several times. 

He was showing off. ’.lien they are flying the 
white mark on the wing is very conspicuous. 


June 20, 1899 - Tuesday. _ 

Y/ent out to Minnehaha falls this" a'fternoon. 
Saw a female golden winged warbler in a patch 
of brush east of the falls. It was a new bird 
to me. Crown yellow; wing bars yellow; under¬ 
parts whitish; line through black; back dark 
slaty gray; note sharp chit . It flew in a bush 
looked at me and then flew along ground. 


A 


June 22, 1899 - Thursday. 

When the English sparrow goes to alight it 
spreads its tail to stop its momentum. Saw a male 
and a female on the sidewalk on Ninah Ave. The 
toale spread his tail and drooped his baii wings 
and strutted around chirping loudly but she 
picked him whenever he came near. 


June 23, 1899 - Friday . 

From my window 1 can see a cupola surmounted 
with a horse and an arrow for a weathervane. This 
is a favorite place for all kinds of birds. This 
m orning the robin with the queer notes in his song 
was on it. His mate sat on the horse and he was 
above on arrow. After them a male cowbird lit 
f ° r an instant uttered his song and left. Next 
a red-headed woodpecker called and drummed a 








little, and. last "but not least came the saucy 
house sparrow. 


June 30,Friday NORTH EREEDOM. 


June 30, 1899 - Friday . 

This afternoon 1 went down in the fields. 

Saw a Phoebe sitting on a wire fence near the 
river. Took the following description of it. 
back and tail, light olive brown; head darker; 
underparts white washed with yellow; it jerked 
its tail. It flew with a bobby chicadee like 
flight and made in the air and on the ground after 
insects. Sometimes it hovered for an instant 
like a king bird. 

In Maine's woods I found a brown thrasher’s 
nest in a thick clump of prickly ash. The old 
one uttered a low cwa as she slipped off. Farther 
°ff a kissing note and lastly a whistled wheura. 
The nest was made of sticksand leaves and lined 
with fine grass. It was quite bulky. It con¬ 
tained 4 eggs, bluish white thickly spotted with 
fine cinnamon brown and yellowish on one end. 

•aat down it watch it. A song sparrow came and 
sang and then dove into the bushes beside me and 
started to hunt for food but saw me and flew 
uway and another did the same. The old Thrasher 
•lid not come back. The musquitoes nearly ate me 
^■P* The male came and surveyed me closely. Took 
this description of him. Underneath white, side 
und neck streaked and spotted with black; black 
line dividing white of throat from cinnamon 
snown of head, upperparts cinnamon brown, and 
cheeks grayish, "hen the musquitoes drove me out 
6 greeted me with a few words of song. 

Found a robin nest in a small apple tree on 
the farther side of the slough. It was in plain 
sight and was not proctected from the sun. *Sat 
0vm to watch it. Catbirds, cowbirds and though 









it was l/E mile from any house English sparrows 
were present. Suddenly the robin lit on the edge 
of the nest "but saw me and flew off uttering a 
loud pimp . she scolded me from a tree nearby. 

Then I went on. 

Heard an English sparrow give a note like 
the cwa of a thrasher as it flew. 

Saw to flickers on a fence post bobbing and 
bowing to each other. They were on opposite 
sides of the post and it looked as if they were 
Playing peek-a-boo giving a note like whick-ah all 
the time. They flew with a bounding flight. I 
was watching a warbling vireo when it caught an 
insect on the v/ing with a loud snap. It was 30 
ieet away and I heard it plainly. Took the follow¬ 
ing description of a V/ood Pewee. Underneath 
whitish; breast darker; upper parts olive brown, 
■'hen' it flew it uttered a conversational note 
like chwitt chwitt . 

Found a catbird's nest the outside of which 
was composed of bark. It contained 2 young and 1 
6 Eg> Then I went home. 




JULY. 


July 1, 1899 - Saturday. 

This afternoon 1 went down in the fields. 
Took the following description of a bobolink; 
nnderparts, head, tail and patch on back black; 
lower back white ; upper back, nape and shoulders 

ochraceous buff. 

Visited the thrasher’s nest. Bill black; 

■ wer mandible yellow^ eyeball yellow; bill slightly 
Ve d. Then I went home. 


July 2, 1859 - Sunday . 

V/ent across the river this afternoon. By the 
bridge there were a flock of English sparrows. 
There was one freak. The end half of its wings 
an< l rump were pure white. The brown on it was 
lighter than on the others. 


h 










Saw a flock oi about 50 cliff swallows 
circling excitedly about high in the air. They 
gave notes like peet west, twa tweet, and cha 
given hurriedly. 

Heard a loud flapping noise and paused to 
see what it was. A chimney swift flew along the 
river and dipped into and nade the noise by 
flapping his wings to get the water off from 
them. They hit its body. 

Saw a female purple Martin dip and drink. 

Pound a king birds nest in the top of a basswood 
standing in the open beyond the ravines. One 
of the old ones sat on a branch near the ne3t 
which 'contained nearly grown young. It saw an 
insect and went after it. The young immediately 
began call. Thier notes were much like those of 
the old ones only lower. It collected several 
ana beat then on a fence. When she (?) had enough 
she (?) flew to the nest. The male (?) v/as then 
feeding the young. She flew right at him and 
knocked him off the nest. Then lie caught a large 
dragon fly and flew to a branch above me and 
Proceeded to bruise it. 

When they came to feed them they generally 
s lt on a small dead branch and leaned over and 
gave the food to the young. They both have the 
white tipping to the tail. 

The quails note is a loud clear whistled 
Ah ' 'Bob White ". The first note can only be 
heard close by. 

A blue jay came into a kings bird tree 
an< i they went for him. He evidently did not 
want to go out of the tree and for a good reason, 
because as soon as he left it both of the king 
birds pitched into him, he flew back and they 
chased him out a&ain. I could hear the loud 
sna ps of their bills. He took refuge under a 
rail on a fence and waited until they went away 
"hen he flew off. 










July 6, 1899 - Thursday . 

This morning 1 went down in the fields heard 
& phebe give its alarm note which sounds like 
tsimp. 


1 saw some Maryland yellowthroats which are 
yellowish on the under parts , a black band ex¬ 
tends from ear to ear, upper parts olive brown. 

1 went over to a Thrasher’s nest, three of 
the young have hatched. The old bird gave a 
hissing sound when I came near. 

Pound a song sparrows nest and watched it. 
There were five young in it. It was in a low 
hazel bush. I climbed a small boxelder tree that 
overlooked it. While the mother fed another they 
chipped, at her. 

I found that a Tanager’s nest that I had 
intended to watch v/as empty and had a round hole 
through the bottom as if a snake had broken in and 
Q at en the eggs. 

I went over to the robin's nest. She made 
no protest while I was-near but would not stay 
on the nest. ’.Vent on along the river bank. Pound 
a mourning dove's nest on the horizontal branch of 
an oak. it contained Z pure white eggs. The fe¬ 
male's head was fawn color spot heneath ear, and 
e Je, black. Then I went home. 

This afternoon 1 went over across the river. 
Pound an English sparrowsnest in a hole in Pettey’s 
shop, it contained 6 eggs. They had very few 
spots. 


ft 


Saw the freak English sparrow again.by the 
bri <ige. I t was a female. The tail, primaries, 
nnderparts, back and rump where white; head light 
hrown; rest of upperparts brown. 

The warbling vireo sometimes gives an 
unmusical saueek in its song like s s k s per izh 
chit chit. I heard one beyond the bridge. 

The young king bird have left the nest. 
-*-hier voices are much stronger. 







In the farther woods I saw 4 or 5 young red¬ 
headed woodpeckers that had just left the nest. 

The head was slate grey. When hogging for food 
■they give a hissing note like c c c c . They 
also have the tree-toad like note. One preened 
its feathers and bohbed like a flicker. Between 
feeding times it got insects from the bark. They 
can fly quite well. The old ones got the food 
either in .the air or on the ground. The climbs 
trees by jumps catching their claws in the bark 
and then falling back on the tail. When the old 
bnes lit with thier backs to me they resembled 
bobbers. They seemed to jerk the tree toad like 
notes out. Then I started back. 

Pound a king birds egg in a chipping sparrow 
nest in a bush near their tree. It was deserted. 
The egg was addled. It was probably ready to lay 
before the nest was completed or after incubation 
had commenced. Then I went home. 




July 11, 1899 - Tuesday. 

This afternoon I went down to the ditch. Heard 
a Maryland yellow-throat give a song like prett y 
gute_ prettv cute varied to cute pretty cute pretty 
repeated 5 or 6 times. 

After supper I laid in the shade of the corn 
over by Mrs. Russel's and watched chimney swifts. 
The had young in the church chimney by their 
actions. When one wanted to go down it it would 
fly about 6 feet about it and 4 feet to one side 
and go towards it on a slant tipping up with each 
side alternately to stop its speed. When it got 
above the opening it would hold its wings straight 
U P* Sometimes 10 or 12 went down and suddenly 
counted high up, came to the level of trees in 
bunches of one or two. 


s 

kf 


July 13, 1895 - Thursday. 

This morning early I was over in Mr. Fisk's 
®bop sawing some boards. A bird lit in the oat- 
i e ld back of it in plain view of the window. It 

1116 closer and I saw that it was a young Baltimore 















Oriole. Its tail was long. Another lit near by 
and the father came and fed them. They fluttered 
thier wings as all young birds do while being fed 
and chr-r-r-r ed all the time. He fed them little 
green worms and bugs. Cnee he brought a cutworm 
but ate it himself. It had been raining and one 
drank the drops and even came to the window sill. 
It did not seem to recognise me. The other flew 
to a weed that would not hold its weight. It 
bent way down before the bird would change its 
perch. Mr. Fisk put his hand on the glass and 
the Oriole on the sill looked at it for a moment 
& then flew away. 

July 14, 1899 - Friday . 

Went hunting this forenoon over across the 
railroad bridge. Found a song sparrow’s nest on 
the bank of a little slough just as I left the 
woods. It was in a slight depression covered by 
a tall bunch of grass. The old bird flew out, 
ran along the ground and then flew into a tree. 

She was not much alarmed. The nest was made of 
light colored grass. It contained 4 eggs; bluish 
white spotted with varying shades of rufous brown. 
The darker spots were mostly in a wreath around 
the large end. The old one came back while I was 
there and showed more concern. I came back to 
get my rifle and she ran a rod before taking 
flight after leaving the nest. Then I went home. 

July 15, 1899 - Saturday. 

This morning I went* down in Mr. Fiske’s 
meadow. It had just been cut. Found a meadow¬ 
larks nest that contained 5 eggs they were sucked. 
The nest had no covering over it. 

July 17, 1899 - Monday . 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 
Saw the young king birds. They had a band of 
greyish white across the breast. 



















Found a robin’s nest with one young bird and 
2 eggs in it. Then I went home. 

This evening went out by the corn and watch¬ 
ed Chimney Swifts again. They sailed with the 
wings held straight, or held above the back or 

below the body like ^ • °f .J" l° st 

one of its wing feathers and I can tell it irom 
the rest. It has young down the chimney as it 
.goes down frequently. It only stays down,about 
a minute. The common note is chipper chipper 
chip chip chip. The last 3 are uttered with 
pauses between of some length. They talk a 
together as they fly around. Sometimes thier 
wings make a flapping sound, and more rarely they 
whistle. Once one started to go down the chimney 
it decided not to when its wings were so close 
that they touched the bricks. Host of them 
roosted in this chimney as twilight came on. 

They dropped down silenty one by one. 

July 18, 1899 - Tuesday. 

Went out to waTch the swifts this evening 
while it was quite hot. Only one swift was sail¬ 
ing round. They come out in the morning or 
evening unless it is quite hot. They were thick 

when the shadows were long. 

A robin lit on the topmost spray of a Norway 
spruce nearby. I noticed the white thumbmarks 2 
in number on the end of its tail. It sang like 
turty turty teur turty tur wheet wherur whete whil 
turT ~~0thers~nearby varied - : Twondered how it 
could stand on the foothold it had. 

Ju ly 19, 1899 - Wednesday . 

This afternoon I heard a bluejay give an 
alarm note like t ejeg . 

Ju ly 22, 1899 - Saturday . 

This morning I took a ride over in Terrytovm. 

S aw a song sparrow spring from the top of a willow 
and when about 50 feet up it began to sing while 























hovering like a bobolink. 

This evening I heard several young rose- 
breated grosbeaks calling. They gave a plaintive 
note like v/heur. 

Heard a mourning dove whistle and when I 
looked up it was sailing along with set wings 
still whistling. It sailed about 150 feet. 

July 24 , 1899 - Monday . 

This evening I was over by Mrs. Petty's. Saw 
a young mourning dove in an oak near the parsonage 
begging to be fed. it fluttered its wings and 
uttered a hissing note. It flapped its wings on 
its back put them around the old one and even 
jumped on her back and in front of her. She 
uttered a low remonstrating coo but at last took 
its bill in her own and writhed her neck and body 
several times. It looked as if she v/as pumping 
it full. When it wanted to be fed again she 
flew away. The nest had been in the same tree. 

July 30, 1899 - Sund ay. 

This evening I noticed that the mourning 
dove's tail is graduated. The tips of the 
feathers were white. 

Heard a meadowlark give a note like an in¬ 
drawn wheep. 

Heard an American goldfinch gives notes like 
pe t e te te pet te te. 

Saw an Indigo Bunting sing in the air. It 
gave a sharp spit before the song. '..hen it 
had finished it pitched abruptly to the ground. 

I AUGUST. 

August 6, 18 99 - Sunday . 

This afternoon I went down in the fields. 

Saw a flock of about 6 bluebirds. Thier note 
was a hoarse turwee . 

Heard a meadowlark give a harsh note of 
alarm while on a shock of oats. It probably had 
young near. 


























Saw an American Goldfinch sing on the wing, 
it flight was direct while singing. The wings 
were opened and closed very qu ickly . 


August 9, 1899 - Wednesday . 

This morning before breakfast when I was 
cleaning out the barn a robin lit in the drive 
way. The floor was covered with chaff from a 
load of hay that had just been put in the mow a 
day or two before. The Robin ran about inside 
getting insects. She went under the buggies 
after crickets and came within 10 feet of where 
I was pitching out straw. 

This morning I went hunting over in b. Voll s. 
A female Harsh Hawk flew over with a screaming 
Ke-e-e-y-tr-r-r. Some Bluejays mocked it so 
closely that I could hardly tell the difference. 

I took a snap shot at her at long range but 
missed. Her mate joined her. She dashed down 
through a tree after a squirrel. I shot again 
and got the squirrel but not her. The white rump 
was a conspicuous mark. They flew low. There 
were about 30 Barn Swallows under the bridge. 

They were mostly young ones. One note that they 
gave sounded like pere pere . The twittering song 
was very pretty when given in concert. 

The old ones stuck to the rough timbers 
in woodpecker fashion. 



August 13, 1899 - Sunday. 

This morning 'i "timed a Bob-white. It whistled 
once in 8 seconds . 


August 14, 1899 - Monday. 

This afternooon l climbed into a wild Black 
Cherry tree. First a robin came. She would 
grab one and fly off as if afraid of detection. 
The tree was in Draper’s meadow. She was follow¬ 
ed by several others. 




























A Yellow-throated Vireo came. Took the 
following description of it. Back olive green; 
head lighter; wing "bars, two; white; breast 
yellow; It gave the com: on harsh note and 
another harsh one like che cher cher cher . It 
ate the cherries. 

The Catbirds scolded from the bushes for 
some time before they came. The short tailed 
youngsters acted just like the old ones. It 
was amusing to see them. 


August 17, 1899 - Thursday . 

This afternoon I went down to the plum 
orchard about 5:00. Saw a Least Flycatcher. 

It gave a conversational note like whit whit tie 
whittle . It was generally given on the wing. 
"Sometimes it flew along a limb. Its flights 
were generally short. Then I went home. 






















1899. 


September 2, 1899 - Saturday . 

Heard a meadowlark sing, the first one that 
I have heard since the first of August. It was 
not so clear as the spring song, and was lower 
in the scale. I had seated myself on a box by 
a pasture fence and v/as listening to a red eyed 
vireo singing to himself when I heard it. It 
sang twice. The first time it v/as higher than 
the last and was more clearly sung. 

September 5, 1899 - Sunday. 

Went down by the pasture and seated myself on 
a box. I looked down the pasture about 15 rods 
and saw a bird fly to the ground. I watched and 
presently it flew toward me. By_its bounding, 
flight and loud joyous per-chSc-a-ree I knew it 
was a goldfinch. It v/as a male still in its 
bright colors. He lit in a be£t patch nearby, 
and I came closer to see what he was doing and 
the pretty little fellow was drinking dew drops. 
Soon* a pair of male goldfinches came bounding 
along. Just before they lit they gave a note 
like sp ^t-wh^it-v/hvL-1r . One lit on a corn 
tassel7 but the^other chased him off, then he 
went down to the dev/ drops and as he dropped I 
saw distinctly the white middle of the tail. 
When theyflew they went like this: Opening 
their wings and then closing them on each up¬ 
ward glide like this - _ / . 


when it lights it gives a turn upwards. This 
afternoon I v/ent down through the pasture. I 
v/ent nearly a quarter of a mile down to the 
river, but saw no birds. I crossed a fence and 
happening to pull the boards from a post I found 
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two bitter nuts placed, there I think by a 
read—headed woodpecker* as this is a haunt of 
theirs. On crossing the fence I was greeted 
by the chirp of a song sparrow in a willow. 

The song sparrov; generally flits its tail and 
opens its wings with a jerk to emphasize its 
remarks. Then I crossed the field and vent 
down in a cool ravine; coming up out of this I 
crossed a fence and entered a place covered with 
hazel brush and gooseberry bushes with a few 
thornapple trees and elms. After going nearly 
to the edge of the woods, a grapevine growing 
out over the river attracted ny attention and 
approaching it I heard a bird moving on it. I 
came closer and a catbird mewed but I did not 
see it. On entering the woods I saw two warbling 
vireo 3 . They were hunting »n an elm. Their 
note was a faint tseep . Further on a red-eyed 
vireo was singing to himself. Here’s a bug ) 

Here *s a worm . See him? * 

' Ac'roVs* - the river’ I could hear the nasal 

yank yank of a white breasted nuthatch. I was 
now in the plum orchard, about l/3 mile from 
home having gone about a mile but in a round 
about way, and observed a flock of 6 or 8 
chickadees. The gentle_trustful little birds 
gave a note like tsShp-e seep-i, something like 
the whistle of a gopher. One lit on a limb a 
few feet away, and gave a loud %dee-dee-dee-dee . 

I then returned to the field, and as I was 
sitting under a tree a hummingbird flew close 
over my head. Then I went home. On my way I 
lost my notebook, (It was this one) but it was 
found by Mrs. Fisk, after I had hunted all over 
for it. 

September 14, 1899 - Thursday . 

The Maryland yellowthroat soolds when no one 
is around. I was over on the school ground when 
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one came hunting along the weeds by the ditch 
uttering a harsh ill-natured tchimp - 

flpptemhe r 17. 1899 - Sunday . 

Saw a Maryland yellowthroat out by the tarn. 

It was a male as could he seen hy his ' bl ^ k . 
mask. I do not think that they change their 
colors in the fall. This one^would nervously 
twitch his tail and give a {chimp as he peered^ 
at me through the leaves, then nervously opping 
away farther; at last he flew off along the 
ground with a hobby, twitching flight like a 
ch.ickade6 • 

This afternoon I went down hy the ditch. In 
a patch of sticktights, the flower of which is 
called snuff weed, I saw a family of Indigo 
huntings. The male was growing dull. They were 
very shy and I could only see them when they were 
moving. They uttered a shy tsip or a sudden _zip. 
Y/hen one started to fly any distance it would 
come into plain sight and give a long harsh 
indrawn tseep-es keeping it up on the wing. 

Three goldfinches, a male, female and young one 
were feeding on snuff weed sticktights. The 
male was turning brown. He would hang head down 
like a Chickadee after seeds. The young one 
kept up a whispered se-pese-pe all the time. 
Coming home I was watching some English sparrows 
in Mr. Pettey*^ currant hushes when a reddish^ 
brown bird lit among them with a harsh note like 
tse - tse, and I saw that it was a white-throated 
soarrow. Then I went home. Heard an Indigo 
hunting singing down by the ditch tonight jus 
at sunset. It sang only once after that for I 
was not far off - our barn is perhaps j rods 
away and I was in it. I heard a few conversa 
tional tseps as if in approval. 
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September 18, 1899 - Monday. 

Went down by the ditch just before dinner. 

Now a description of the ditch will not be amiss. 
It is about 5 rods as I already have said from 
our barn. It is at the east side of the school 
grounds. It is a ditch about three feet deep 
and four wide, into which the water from the 
street is fed by under ground pipes. It is 
about 8 rods long from Fiske's pasture and 
meadow to the beginning. It is comparatively 
clear for the first two rods, then till it 
enters the pasture its banks are overgrown with 
weeds. Generally there is water in it. As I 
approached it today a lot of male goldfinches 
rose up and two commenced to fight rising up, 
each trying to get above the other and pecking 
all the time till they were about 20 feet up 
when they dropped back again.Along the margin 
of the ditch are 5 small boxelder trees, as I 
approached them I heard a zip , and a bunting 
flSW away. In one of the trees was an old 
robin’s nest. To the north of the ditch on 
the school grounds are 3 clumps of willows. As 
I approached some berry bushes I frightened up 
another bunting. Then I went home. 

September 20, 1899 - Wednesday . 

As I was out in the barn this morninga flock 
of about 20 robins flew over. They straggled 
along in parties of 2 or 3 about 50 feet apart. 
Most of them lit in town after flying around in 
large circle? but one went clear over to J. 
Hackett's grove and lit in a tall tree. They 
talked a good deal. They were about 80 feet up 
in the air. I could distinguish them by the 
strong direct flight, the notes and the reddish 
breasts. Heard several meadowlarks singing 
early this morning over across the river. I 
hear them every morning now. Sometimes several 
sing at once. 
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September 21. 1898 -Thursday. 

This—onSne-SKirTl »s out buck'of the barn 

an Indigo bunting flew »P in tne air a d “ 

before commenced to sing with V TbiSlter- 
before and as it turned downward. Thisafte 
noon as I looked out of the window I saw exactly 
the same thing. I think that this is the same 
"bird that I heard before. 

this morning. It sang once. It was down in 
the pasture. Heard several white-throated 
sparrows down by the ditch this afternoon, 
giving the downy woodpecker-like tser. 

September 23, 18 99 - Saturday . 

The v/Ki'te-crowned sparrows are here. I saw 
some of the little beauties in Mr. PeUeyfe 
currant bushes sunning themselves, and ea«rg 
their breakfast. Their common note sounded 
like tseeh, sometimes one would chr-r ^r a 
anothSTlf it came near where it was /® e ^* 

Went hunting this afternoon and saw a number 
of winter wrens among the logs and brush around 
the half-moon. Their tails are reddish brown, 
underparts dark olive-yellow; crown olive; 
white*line above the eye; black lijo through 
eye; eye black; wings reddish; 1st & 2nd 
primaries finely veined with white and biac , 
back olive. They were very inquisitive and 
would cone up to within 4 feet of me fobbing 
up and down as if going to fly. ±he COCTn ° a the 
note was a metallic kimp kiro^ once one gave the 
kissing note of a thTS^er rapidly several 
times. After a few minutes they went off. T j 
ran along the logs and even went a few feet up 

straight trees. . 

Saw a brown creeper in some other woods. 

It used its tail to brace with. The song 
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sparrow has a white line over the eye. uome 
instead of the white there and on the chest 
are dark huff. I saw one of each kind; I 
had crossed Fiske’s pasture and was on 
Dougherty’s land hy the same old ditch when 
I saw them. The ditch hanks are covered with 
nettles on his land. Farther on I started up 
two swamp sparrows. Their underparts were 
white; "breast faintly streaked with light 
cinnamon "brown; head the same; wing s reaKe 
with hlack; middle hack and rump same as head; 
tail notched brownish. Note a shaip , 1 s . i f. 

or tser. They kept talking all the time. 
Flight - "is low and direct. They kept to hushes 
and weeds, occasionally lighting on a fence. 

As I crossed the ditch and entered Hackett a 
field a redstart looked at me an instant and 
then went about its business of flycatching. 

Its belly and under tail coverts were whitish; 
lower breast yellow; head, back and upper 
breast olive green, tail tipped with black; 
notched. It gave no note while I watched it. 

It was very restless hunting along the limbs 
and flitting from one bough to another. 

Farther on in a tree I saw a^ine warbler. 

Its underi»rts were yellow steaked with black 
streaks; upper parts olive green, two white 
wing bars. Its habits were similar to the 
redstart’s, but it kept higher in the trees. 
Then I took a short cut home. 


S eptember 24, 1899 - Sunday . 

V/ent down through - the pasture” Saw some, 
goldfinches flying and heard a bluejay calling 
to another which answered.When they call they 
give one note like jay ,and after a pause a 
number like it, only close together. As I 
crossed on to Dougherty's a song sparrow started 
up and lit on the fence at the farther side of 
his (D’s) ground. It hopped nervously along 
flirting its tail and looking at me timidly. 















7 . 





Then it shook out its feathers and after smooth¬ 
ing them and uttering a few low chimps it dove 
into the weeds. As I approached it hopped onto 
the fence again and along it a few feet and 
disappeared into a bush where it fed for some 
time. As I sat down to write out my notes I 
heard a kingfisher give his rattling ker-r-r-r-r 
by the river. In the woods I saw some redstarts 
in their full dress, described yesterday. Their 
note sounds like tsa tsa . Hackett’s woods were 
full of them also Foils across the river. Downy 
woodpeckers were also numerous. As I left the 
woods I startled a sparrow which I know is the 
stohmp by the black stripes on its back and neck. 

I followed it until it disappeared on a thick 
growth of weeds farther on. Here I started up 
several Indigo buntings in their fall dress 
which consists of a white belly, head and back 
dark olive brown; wings st^aked with black and 
the same; tail blackish. Just then a meadowlark 
began to sing. It gave its song a dozen times 
right along, ending it wi th the harsh sputtering 
note which characterizes it in the breeding 
season. The song had a good many cracks and 
quavers in it. Farther on below Sefley’s marsh 
I started a flock of song sparrows, scattered 
among some ragweed on which they were feeding. 

They were very shy keeping out of sight, When 
they flew their wings made a humming noise 
audible quite a distance. They were auarelsome 
chr-r-ring at each other if they got too near. 
Their common note was a tseep. Some of them 
chinroed at me vigorously from a distance. A good 
ttany of them went across the river. About the 
same number went back into the marsh. In the 
Farsh I saw a number of short-billed marsh-wrens, 
fheir underparts were whitish, breast sides and 
hndertail coverts were washed with reddish, tail 
Hack, line above eye white, back olive brown, 
Cr ov/n blackish, wingg barred with black and white. 

*ts tail points nearly at the back of its head. 




























-=*:■--i - 


8 . 


crown and back streaked with black, white and 
buff. One of its notes sounds like the chuck 
of a small blackbird. It has a number of notes 
such as tsa tsa, cuh cuh , chick , spit tuck 
and kimp~ The lasttwo answer emphatic, the 
last being like that of a long-bill. Its tail 
is at right angles to its back. It jerks it 
up and down and looks at you talking all the time, 
It is very inquisitive looking' at you out of the 
weeds. It is a low ground bird, flying along 
with a rather bobby flight near the ground. 

Then after picking the sticktights off me I went 
home. 

September 26, 1899 - Tuesday . 

This morning there was a severe frost and 
as I went to the barn I heard a meadowlark sing. 


September 28, 1899 - Thursday. 

Today it was quite cold. A hard north wind 
was blowing and I heard a catbird along the 
river bank. 


A 


September 50, 1899 - Saturday . 

Heapd a song sparrow sing several times this 
afternoon down by the ditch. 

This afternoon I went up on the hill. As I 
approached a berry patch a little field sparrow 
flew out with a faint tsip. Its upper breast 
was grayish; rest of underparts whitish; top of 
head dark brown; ring around neck whitish; rest 
of head gray; streak in the back lighter; upper 
half of wing brown streaked with black, lower 
half huffy, edged with black; tail long and 
notched; upperside black; lower white; two white 
wing bars. The long tail gives it a bobbing 
tiltj flight. One gave a soft twittering low 
note sounding like tsa tsa tsa tsa . When I 
entered the bushes the tsip not e "was sharper as 
if the bird was alarmed. They kept along the 
ground. They were quite tame, flying up and 



























9 . 


looking from some weed stalk or bramble, their 
rose-r red bills looking very pretty with the 
two white wing bars. I heard one give an indrawn 
note like soo soo. I saw this one eating 
pigeon grass. I also saw a young one farther on 
with the large mouth and short tail which tell 
a young bird anywhere. It could fly quite well 
and was very tame. I saw about 8 in all. 

(Fall plumage). I went on up the hill and as I 
neared another berry patch at the top I started 
a flock of white crowned sparrows. Crown striped 
with black and white; the white stripes do not 
extend to the bill; back streaked with black and 
brown; throat whitish; underparts whitish, a 
plump bird about the size of an English sparrow. 

It is a ground bird, note a faint tseep . Then 
I went home. 

October 1, 1899 - Sunday . 

Went down across the river through Kistatl's 
pasture into Volls. Here I came to 2 small 
ravines close together. As I was in the second 
one a flicker flew up and uttered his loud ke-aU , 

' bobbing and looking at me curiously. Then he flew 
across the river to a post and after a few 
seconds flew to the ground. When it hopped its 
manner was exactly like that of a robin. He had a 
queer habit of stretching his head up and looking 
around for insects. It would hop after insects 
quite fast. When digging - which he did just as 
though he was drilling a hole in a tree - he used 
his tail to brace himself with. When digging he 
stopped to swallow now and then. Once in a while 
he would bow at me jerkily. He - I say he for he 
had a scarlet patch both on head and throat -was 
quite at home on the ground, When he got behind 
a log he would give a dig and then look up to see 
what he was doing. Hearing a hairy woodpecker 
1 left the flicker to see it. Its underparts 
were white; strip on the middle of its back 
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white; this was surrounded "by black. The wings 
were barred with white; the tail is sharp and 
pointed for bracing; it is black; outer tail 
feathers white; back of head is in the male red; 
streak to base of bill and one through eye black; 
one below the eye, and the top of the head white; 
bill strong and long, black. Common note is a 
sharp skek like a stone quarrers chisel. It 
dug a lot of larvae out of dead branches. Once 
it went on the underside of a horizontal branch and 
Sot one.Going farther up this ravine I see a palm 
warbler over a fence on the ground in some weeds. 
Its underparts are yellowish streaked with dusky; 
back olive brown; wings edged with black; yellow 
over the eye. Pall dress. Note is a faint tseep . 

I scared one out of a bush a little while after 
and it lit on a dead branch and watched me for 
some time. Next I saw a fox sparrow in a tree. 

His underparts were white streaked and spotted 
uith black and brown; head ash gray, tail bright 
cinnamon brown. It sang in a low sweet tone all 
the time. It resembled that of a red-eyed vireo. 
Once the bird hung head down like a Chickadee 
from the end of a limb. While watching it I saw 
a robin eating wild grapes. There were quite a 
number of them there. They swallowed the grape 
v 'hole. Then a brown thrasher jumped on the fence 
6n d hopped along it a ways. Coming home I saw 
s °me male goldfinches that were like the female 
ex cept for a yellow spot on the breast. Then I 
WQ nt on home. 

October 5, 1899 - Thursday . 

This morning a 'bluejay came in the maple and 
af ter screaming awhile flew on to the woodshed 
oof and took a hazelnut-I had some drying - and 
®w off with it. He had done it several times. 
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October 6, 1899 - Friday. 

This morning two blue jays came." They would 
come and get two nuts in their hills and grabbing 
a full husk fly off towards Hackett’s. One stay- 
ed a longer time than the other always. They 
hammered them out of the husks with their bills. 
Once one lit on the edge of the roof as the other 
dropped a nut and then it went down after it. 

Mien I went to look at rqy traps I saw a lot of 
robins on the island and several redwinged black¬ 
birds flew over. One of them gave a queer squawk 
along with the tsee-e-er note and I heard some 
bluebirds. This morning I heard strange notes and 
saw strange birds in the trees near the house. I 
did not have time to investigate till this after- 
noon and then I found that they were the pine 
Siskins. The underparts were yellowish white 
streaked hei.vily with black; back streaked with 
black; and feathers edged with rufous; belly un¬ 
streaked; long feathers of wing edged with white; 

, tail notched; crown dusky; rest of head like 
breast only darker. Some were darker than the 
others and had the underparts more distinctly 
^rked with yellow and the white on the wings 
yellow. The bill is strong and conical. They 
are a little smaller than our English sparrow. 

^he flight is slightly bounding and undecided. 
There were about twenty-five of them. Theyfed 
° n the small cones of the arbor vitae. The note 
generally given while sitting was a twittering 
dhwit-wit-wit-wit . Another was a shrill squeal- 
chia- chia nearly always given on the wing. 

“®y were" silent while feeding and generally 
^bile sitting. They were quite tame, but when I 

( b-ropped my notebook they flew away. They gave a 
■££ jL e like the goldfinches. 

I 

October 7, 1899 - Saturday . 

Saw the pine siskins again in the little arbor 
the ■k' Sometimes when hanging back down from 
Ranches they have to flutter their wings to 
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keep their balance for the limbs bend so. The 
ground underneath the tree was covered with dead 
branches and 3eed covering. A line over the eye 
is white.and the bend of the wing is white. 

October 8, 1899 - Sunday. 

Heard a song sparrow sing several times this 
morning. It made it seem almost like spring. 

For several days I have heard the notes of a 
prairie horned lark as it flew over,and this 
morning I heard its creaking song. This morning 
I came a snide the bluejays. I covered the nuts 
Over with a piece of a rubber robe. They came 
and looked at it and then flew away in disgust, 
after hopping around it. This afternoon I went 
down through the fields to the pasture. As I 
was about to leave I heard a strange melody as 
though a goldfinch and catbird were singing to¬ 
gether, while it ended like a song sparrow. I 
heard it three times and the last time I saw the 
singer. It was a little song sparrow. I was so 
Bffiar that I could see its body tremble and the 
bill move. 

I left these woods and crossing one field 
and going to the farther of Mr. Fisk's pasture I 
came to where I saw the flicker last ■Sunday. I 
looked behind the log and there sure enough are 
the holes that he dig in search of food. I come 
to the mill now and sit down to copy off my notes 
~ while here I heard a bluejay give a rattling 
hote like ker-r-r-ruck ke-o-kuk several times. 
Crossing the river, as I approach an elm, a bird 
flew out. It is the yellow riunped or myrtle 
warbler. Its underparts are yellowish white, 
sides are streaked with black, rump bright yellow, 
wings streaked with brown and barred with white. 
The tail is rather long, underside white, the 
corners black. It is nearly souare like 
this . Flight is tippy. The rump is 

conspicuous when flying. It made sallies after 
insects and picked off the leaves. It was very 
Restless. Its note was a sharp chit. Vihen it 
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finally flew away it dodged back and forth 
after insects. On a dead tree near the ravine I 
.saw a young red-headed woodpecker. It would 
give a .note like ker-r-r-ruclc dodging back at the 
end of it. A little - while after I saw this same 
woodpecker get an acorn off from a tree and fly 
off with it. He seemed to be storing them for 
v/inter. Twice he took them to a stub and once 
he went to a stump. Once the oak limb he lighted 
on nearly broke with him and he hung back down. 

Y.hen he flew away that time a little junco 
sparrow chased him. I went to the stump and found 
one of the acorns. Then I heard a robin sing a 
litirle and saw several. The juncos have 
gathered into flocks and I.hear them utter a 
whistled too- too . I followed it and got 
sight of tTherrn The red-head always seemed to 
go to the same tree. He seemed to bo rather 
suspicious of me. He could go down a tree back¬ 
wards easily lifting his tail, hopping down and 
falling back on it. He kept up his tree toad 
like note all the while. The stub he liked best 
was very tall and he would put a nut there and 
hammerod it with his shiny white bill very hard. 

All the nuts I examined were perfectly sound. 

Once he brought one to the stub and dropped it, 
and he was after it like a flash, but did not 
get it. When he got them out of the tree he would 
pick them out of the caps.easily. I found some 
nubbins of corn in a fie Id;while hunting for a 
place to put them I found a hole with 16 acorns 
in it that he had put there. On each one the 
marks of his bill made by hammering them in couid 
be seen. He had also hid them by putting bark 
in with them. It was quite deep and around the 
edge of it were small feathers from his head and 
neck taken off when he was pounding. I watched 
him when he flew into a little ditch and when I 
looked he was drinking water like a chicken. Hear¬ 
ing the sktk of a hairy woodpecker I followed it up 
nnd saw hinPeating some sweet corn. He had 

commenced at the top of the eor and was slowly 
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working down eating only the soft part around 
the end only* near there I found on a rail fence 
where he had been boring for grubs . I looked 
around quite a little but I only found 5 or 6 
®ars that he had eaten into, 7/hen I came back 
I saw the red-head carrying a large piece of 
bark to a tree but he dropped it. Then as it 
was getting dark I went home. 

October 11, 1899 - Wednesday . 

Saw a chickadee this morning eating sun 
flower seeds. It would look up and call to me 
questionally and then reach over and take a seed 
& nd fly off with it to a tree where with a few 
blows of its bill get out the meat and come back 
for another.. There were a pair of them. 

October 13, 18SS - Friday . 

This morning the sun came out bright ;as I got 
out to the barn 6 or 8 red-winged blackbirds 
flew over screaming harshly. None of them had 
red epaulets. Then a sun shower came up and I 
wondered if a song sparrow would sing under those 
conditions. I opened the back door - sure 
enough I heard one singing away as happy as 
could be, and down in the field I heard a meadow 
lark. 


October 14, 1899 - Saturday . 

This morning it is clear and quite cold, but 
the song sparrow sang away as if it was Kay 
instead of October. A flock of sparrows dame 
down in the barnyard to feed. When flying some 
°f them varied the usual tolt by chwois chwitt. 
l, hen any of them flew over another it would 
®duat close to the ground thinking it was a 
dawk. It was nearly invisible. They seemed to 
v ery alert and watchful, looking around ready 
0 fly in an instant. A flock of about twenty 
^ e d-wings flew over, all giving the whistled 

It was very musical. This morning 
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a meadow lark flew into the top of a tall oak. 
here in town and commenced to sing. A sparrow 
came and lit a few feet helow it, and flew up 
and attacked it, but the lark kept on singing. 

The sparrow flew away. 

This afternoon I went hunting. As I was 
coming home I heard some bluejays calling 
angrily. I looked up where they were and saw 
what 1 thought was a large owl, flying low down 
and being bothered by the jays. I tried to 
get near enough for a shot, but it saw me and 
as it flew out into the open giving a fair shot 
1 saw it was a large hawk. It was flying very 
fast but I dropped it, its wings carrying it 
nearly 3 rods from where I shot it. I picked it 
Up and found that it was a Cooper’s hawk. The 
underparts were white and each feather had four 
small bands of reddish brown. The belly had a 
few spots of the same and the undertail coverts 
were snowy white. The shins were the same and 
on the leg was a thin fuss of reddish cinnamon. 
The tail 8 inches in length was round,tipped with 
^ite. it was slate gray batMad with black. The 
sides of the neck and upper breast slaty brown; 
"back slaty gray, shoulders fuscous, crown 
blackish. At the back of the head is a concealed 
white spot. Length 18-1/2 inches. 



October 15, 1899 - Sunday . 

We nb down to the ravines. I saw the redhead 
was catching insects, then it went down on the 
ground and got an acorn; then went to where 1 got 
16 the Sunday before and the corn was gone. I got 
15 a °orns out of the hole. Went on farther to the 
e dge of the brush and saw some bluebirds. Heard 
° ne give his song of tru trually . Saw one on the 
ground. After awhile one lit in the top of a tree. 

sang and said turwee for some time. It gave one 
«obe like trfih . -The—flight is swift and regular. 
13 m0I 'e flapping than the robins. A king- 
isher started to light on a limb a foot a,„,-. 





















He saw me and flew away. His flight was direct 
and sv/ift. Then I went home. 

October 16, 1899 - Monday . 

Saw a flock of cedar waxwings this morning. 
They had two notes, one was a faint indrawn se- e 
and the other a louder harsher zeep . 

When the sparrows are feeding or roosting 
or nesting in flocks or anything they may be 
doing, an old male is always more watchfulothan 
the others, and if danger threatens he warns the 
others by a number of harsh notes like chr-r-r-r-r 
che\jt] chew cheW. When a male is courting a fe¬ 
male "or when he gets in the way of the others 
they fight him, and all go flying swiftly off, 
doubling back and forth a few feet from the 
ground, and at last lighting sot®where and having 
it out. I once caught one when they flew into a 
woodpile and a friend of mine caught two as they 
rolled off a roof Jt this time great flocks of 
them are feeding in different places, all coming 
back to roost. The country is full of them and 
most of them come to the towns in the winter. 

October 17, 1899 - Tuesday . 

Today as I was inclass at school a pair of 
sparrows lit on a ladder right close to the 
window and looked in, they then flew up on the 
roof, I saw one catching - flies like a pewee 
the other day. It would fly out and get one and 
then go back to the sane place. I think that 
they are beginning to eat insects now for a relish. 
They are very fond of pigeon grass. The stomach 
of one that I opened was crammed full of the 
seeds with a few insects that they had probably 
found on the ground. 

Oc tober 19, 1699 Thursday . 

I got a Baltimore oriole’s nest. I had found 
it when it had young in it in June, and did not 
climb to it. It was 4-l/2 inches long from the 
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branch to the bottom, 3-l/2 deep, 3 across 
8 or 9 inches in circumference and the walls 
were about half an inch thick. On the outside 
it is made of flax string, white and black 
horsehair, peelings from weed stems, fine 
grass and «* cottony substance. It is thicker 
on the bottom. It is lined v. r ith horsehair, 
grass and weed bark. The limb it was on ran 
straight up and split,the divisions being over 
a foot apart. The nest was suspended by a 
branch on one side, a twig and a stout horse 
hair around tte limb on the other. It was 
about 20 feet from the ground and I had hard 
work to get it. Several leaves were woven into 
the edge. The nest is more solidly woven at the 
bottom. It is a neat looking round cup. 

October 20, 1899 - Friday. 

Saw a junco down by the ditch. It was feed¬ 
ing on seeds. It kept up a double note chip-chip 
like a chipping sparrows. It flew away showing 
its white tail feathers. I think it was a male 
because it was very dark and strikingly marked. 

It gave one note like bell like too too . I 
think this is one of our nicest winter birds we 
have. Ooming around the house in flocks of 5 or 
6 and you see it in the woods in flocks of fiom 
6 to 50. 

October 22, 1899 - Sunda y. 

Went down in ■‘■im iiackett's across the river. 
Saw a scattering flock of about 75 juncos 
feeding in a field. When on the ground their 
colors matched so well that they could hardly 
be seen, ^aw a few nuthatches and thought I saw 
an owl but it proved to be a large stick. Coming 
back I heard a bird screaming as if a small bird 
was being hurt. I had seen some white throated 
sparrows pass by and immediately thought of 
shrikes. I went but cautiously and saw it fly 
away, but it was so dark I could not see. I went 
°n and then heard the noise again and on going 



















18 . 


"back saw it v/as a blue jay. When 1 got to town 
I heard, an owl singing to himself down there 
in long trembling Hoo-oo-oo-oos. 

October 29, 1899 - Sunday . 

Went down to t;.e ditch this morning. Saw 
some goldfinches calling to each other with 
plaintive dears-dearie-wheet-wheet . They had 
on their winter suits. Heard the prairie 
horned lark giving his creaking song of kip-kip 
kip kip-le-kip-le kip-le kip . Heard a junco 
give a note like the kissing note of the 
thrasher. V/erxt up in Hick's grove. Saw a large 
flock of redwings flying over. 1 always see 
them going southeast every morning and never see 
them go back. I saw a white breasted nuthatch 
on a tree. The upperparts were bluish gray 
below whitishj crown and nape black, cheeks 
white. It has notes like hinka, quaimk and air . 
All are nasal, the last markedly. 

This afternoon 1 was sitting by a window 
reading. I heard a soft seeta seeta and looking 
out saw a chickadee hunting on a rose bush. 

It would look all around and then suddenly fly 
up and get some insect. If it w r as large it 
would hold it under its foot and pound it. The 
sparrows when they go to roost have a grand 
fight and pow-wow for places. Sometimes when 
one tree gets too crowded a large flock will 
fly high in the air and then split up, each 
division going to a different roosting place. I 
wonder where they all come from. Detachments 
keep coming in all the evening till dark. When 
morning comes they have another free for all 
fight and then separate; each flock going to 
some feeding place, generally in turn. 
































October 51. 1899 - Tuesday . 

This nwmingiripa^^ from f e 

church sheds and lit on a post, it grasped 
knot and braced with its tail looking like a 

brown creeper. Then it joined it- 8 * on ^““Jed 
eating ragweed seeds, apparently well satisfied 
with itself. They greeted it with a shrill 
chirp. They were a lot on the ground. They 
were eating scraps also. 

November 2, 1899 - Thursday . 

Heard the nine siskins as" they flew over 
this morning/ I have not seen them for some 
time. The sparrows are roosting m the x.o \ y 
spruces and have been ever since the 3e & ™ s 
dropped off. Some have holes or places under 
porches where they can roost. In the spruces 
they roost rather close to the ground. They 
take a place where a twig starts out. 

Novem ber 5, 1899 - Friday . 

Saw some pine siskins in Mr. Fisk s app e 
tree. One gave a note like pit£ exactly the 

same as a goldfinch. 


No vember 4, 1899 - Saturday . 

This mowing 1 hoard'some /uncos over by 
old lady J?ettey%. I went over there. My 
attention was attracted by a noise. I looked 
up in a spruce and saw a bird. I thought it 
was a sparrow eating the pine cones. cam 
home and got my glass and on looking f otmd 
that it was a siskin, lie would run Ms Dili in 
the crevices of the cone and after working 
awhile pull out the soft seeds and eat it _with 
relish. V/hen going from one cone to another 
would drop down by the trunk and then flutter- 
out on the branch. It would hang head dqwn for 
sometime. I heard a tapping noise in a brush 
pile out by the barn today and in looking saw 
that it was a chickadee. He had got a sun 
flower seed and was pounding the shell off. lie 
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let me get quite close. 

The pine siskins are quite common here nov;. 
I hear them everywhere flying around and sitting. 
This afternoon 1 heard a tree sparrow give a 
liquid note like keupe-keupe . I saw a chickadee 
in some weeds. It would get a small cocoon or 
seed and then pound on a stick. It ate ragweed 
seed. 


November 5, 1899 - Sunday . 

The siskin’s flight is hounding. It does not 
curve so much as the goldfinch. They resemble 
these birds very much. They are a little plumper. 
The siskin’s are very restless and are flying 
around chirping all the time. 

November 10, 1899 - Friday . 

Vent down by the ditch and saw a flock of juncos, 
a flock of goldfinches and a flock of sparrows. 
There was an old cat trying to catch them. The 
juncos chased the others away when they came too 
near. 


November 11, 18S9 - Saturday . 

This morning I kissed to' a junco on a fence 
and he answered me a number of times. Went out 
huntirg this forenoon and saw a flock of bob- 
whites. They were quite tame. Their wings did 
not make so loud a noise as a patridges. I came 
to the place where I saw the grosbeaks last yrear. 

It was full of old stubs. Y/oodpeckers, chickadees 
and nuthatchs were thick. The woodpeckers were 
all male, hairy and downy. Saw a brown creeper. 

It braced with its tail, it v/ent up a tree with a 
nocking motion, very peculiar. It never stopped 
an instant, but when it got to the branches of one 
tree it would go to another. Saw and heard one 
woodpecker that puzzles me. I have heard it often. 
It has a loud nasal note like kaow, kaow, k aow. 
Ihed-bellied woodpecker .J 



















November 14, 1899 - Tuesday . 

Went down to the ditch “before breakfast and 
saw a flock of about 17 or 18 juncos. They hopped. 
One was making his toilet, he ruffled up his 
feathers and spread his tail and then smoothed them 
down with his bill. I saw one eating some clover 
seed. 


"J 


November 18, 1899 - Saturday . 

Saw a large flock of about 150 sparrows this 
morning. They rose up about 100 feet in the air and 
circled around splitting into small, flocks which 
flew back to the trees till they were all down. 

I was watching some blue,jays in a tree when one 
of them flew over and looked in an orioles nest 
and flew away.; then another did the same and also 
flew away. 

November 19, 1899 - Sunday . 

Went to the ravines. As I went over the wire 
fence I chanced to tear off a piece from a post , 
when out from behind it tumbled a number of half 
acorns, some in the shell and some loose. Most 
of them wormy. I think that my brownish blackheaded 
redhead had put them there. Went on about a rod 
fartheron the tree when I fancy he was raised and 
where I had an egg* I found shells of acorns 
around the foot, and pieces put up to get wormy. 

Went on up the ravine and saw a tree sparrow. Now 
I do not see why it should be called a tree sparrow 
for it is as touch on the ground as in a tree, and 
does not seem at all out of place. It is easy to 
distinguish it from the chipping sparrow, by the 
indistinct spot on his breast and by his nervous 
twitching manner. The chippy’s note is clearer. 

Just then with a tur-r-r of his wings down flew a big 
bluejay into a thornapple bush where he ruffled up 
his feathers and looked at me sharply. He must of 
*1 ^thought that I was not dangerous for he flew down 
"and got an acorn and flew to a tree where he hammer- 
Qd it out of the shell. While watching him I heard 
the welcome ker-r-ruck of my friend the redhead. 
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I thought some wandering hunter had killed him. 
Then my attention was again attracted by the 
blue jay who flew down to a little ifill and 
drank like a chicken. Then he flew up in a 
tree and after wiping his bill flew off well 
satisfied. They my woodpecker flew down to take 
a drink with a preparatory note to call atten¬ 
tion, and a few notes between drinks for the 
same purpose, and well he night for since I had 
seen him last he had changed the somber color 
of his bead for a bright red. It was dark in 
places yet, especially around the edges. Ke 
also drank like a chicken;insteading of working 
busily he spent his time sunning himself. He 
was rather wild. His head is very dark yet. 

Went on farther. As 1 left 1 heard another tree 
sparrow. I have solved a mystery. Many times 
I have heard a woodpecker give a note c ujrqueh- cufo 
cukj-cuV-quer cua, and other variations. Today I 
saw that it was a yellow hammer. mistake the 
bird was the red-bellied woodpecle r}. The 
flight is in long curves. I think that he will 
winter here. In a hole that 1 know of near his 
haunt I have heard him at a distance a good many 
times. He backed down a tree for some distance. 
Ke came quite close to me today though he is 
generally very wild. 

Next I saw a female downy woodpecker. It was 
a counterpart exactly in every respect but size} 
of the larger hairy woodpecker. The underparts 
are white, middle back white, wings black spotted, 
and barred with black band;around the crown white 
top of head black, and a stripe on the side black. 
The nape is red in the male bird, tail black, out¬ 
er tail feathers white not bar red with black, it 
went on the ground and hunted for insects and 
parasites on cow manure. It went up in a tree and 
then folded its wings and dropped head first to 
the ground about 30 feet distant. It hunted for 
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food, looking on stumpsand rotten sticks 
all the time. A rod or so farther on I saw 
another female of the same species hut larger 
by l/2. The first one gave no notes hut this 
one gave a steely sktk , exactly like the 
hairy woodpeckers. This one was on a log over 
grown with grass and hushes. Y/hen it came to 
one of these it would lightly jump over them. 

The hill is hlack. Coming home 1 saw my redhead 
again. Eis bill is yellow. He bowed to me 
very politely jerking out the ker-r-ru ck notes 
suddenly. He perched on a small limb like a 
passer. Before supper I saw a white 

breasted nuthatch on a dead limb. It was about 
6 feet above me. It would get a grub and eat it, 
and then ruffle up its feathers. The top of the 
head is slaty black. 1'he feathers around the 
vent are reddish brown. 

November 24, 1899 - Friday . 

The sparrows roost in Mrs. iiussels trees. 

This morning I got up before daylight. fj -he 
sparrows did not wake till the upper edge of 
the sun could be seen. Then one gave a chirp and 
was joined by another, and in less than a minute 
they were fighting and chirping the same as on 
going to roost. 

Saw four great blue herons going south¬ 
west today. They were about 1000 feet up. They 
looked a little larger than bluejays. 

November 25, 1899 - Saturday. 

Saw a bluejay eating some sweet corn. Saw 
a flock of about 50 bluejays going to roost. Thej 
made a great deal of noise. Saw some sparrows 
going to roost in the redoaks back of Northrop’s. 
They came in in flocks and after sailing around 
lit. They did not make much noise. 


























November 26, 1899 - Sunday. 

\vent down to the ravine. A small flock of 
half a dozen pine siskins lit on a tree. They 
turned their heads this way and that, looked 
at me, flirted their tails as if to signal to 
each other and one by one flew to another tree 
to sun themselves. Then the red-head came. lie 
called once or twice and then settled on a tree. 

He was rather cross for he chased a tree sparrow, 
until it took refuge in a thick thorn appletree. 

He watched until it started out and then took 
after it again. I think it was the same sparrow 
that 1 saw last Sunday. Out of the fence post 
that I visited last Sunday I took half an acorn 
to draw. At the head of the ravine I saw a pair 
of chickadees. They hunted around on the ground 
and in the weeds. One picked up a leaf and 
turned v it over to see what was on the other side. 
Once it picked at a piece of rotten wood, but it 
did not like it and shook its head and wiped its 
bill in disgust. Its short wings and long tail 
give it a bobbing tilting flight. Went over to 
the hole where I found so many acorns- and they were 
all gone, but a few. There were ouite a number of 
shells laying around. Then I went on farther and 
saw a couple of female woodpeckers, one a downy 
and the other a hairy. Then 1 went home. 

December 3, 1899 - Sunday . 

Went down to the ravines tide ufternoon. It was 
cold and was snowing so I put on my overcoat and 
winter cap. My woodpecker evidently did not like 
my looks for he scolded und bobbed at me incessantly 
till a ja.ir of bluejays lit near who evidently 
frightened him for he went around to the other side 
of the branch and kept still till they left. They 
bobbed down to the ground in their usual manner, 
hy closing their wings and opening them, and every 
time the wings closed tipping the body up. -^ach 
secured an acorn on the ground and flew with them 
into a thornapple tree, where each held it under 
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its foot and cracked it by vigorous blows, 
of its bill. After eating the acorn they flew 
off with the direct flight which they use when 
going a long distance. Farther on 1 heard the 
ohea of a pine siskin. I looked up and saw it 
flying along erratically changing its course 
and then coming back.' Its flight was bounding 
and after going aways it would swerve suddenly. 

On my way home I found CW sunflower seed 
snugly tucked away inside an old cocoon, 
probably by a jay. 

December 9, 1899 - Saturday . 

Went out to the barn. ..e 'had just got in a 
new load of straw. I got on top of it and hid 
myself with straw. [Then I waited for the sparrows 
to come.In about l/4 hr. 4 came and lit on the 
fence. They go up in a large box-elder tree when 
they are frightened. The ones on the fence 
saw there was no darger and came down to feed. 
There were 3 males and 1 female. They would 
pick up an oat and shell it ana eat the inside. 
They hopped, when they flew their wings made 
quite a whirring sound. They were scared away 
after a while. 

December 16, 1899 - Saturday . 

las out in the country today. Noticed flocks 
of from 10 to 50 English sparrows at nearly every 
farm house. They were feeding on pig weed and 
other seeds which appeared above the snow. as 
I approached they would fly up on a barn or in a 
tree. Saw a redheaded woodpecker sunning him¬ 
self on a tree. He went on the other side when 
I came. 
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December 17, 1899 - Sunday, 

Pine siskins are common everywhere. X see 
them flying around singly or in pairs, never in 
a flock. 


December 19, 1899 - Tuesday . 

I have not heard the notes of a prairie horned 
lark for about a month. The winter thus far has 
been mild and open. In October they were quite 
abundant. In the morning I could hear them; now 
they have disappeared. 

December 26, 1899 - Tuesday. 

Today I was in the ho se when I It ard a bird 
screaming. I looked out of the window and a 
northern shrike had a sparrow down on the sidewalk 
and was killing it. It was a little smaller than 
a robin. It picked the sparrow's brain out and 
then flew away with it close to the ground. I 
hunted afterwards but could not find it. 

January 4, 1900 - Friday. 

V/ent out oil the 'back steps to sun myself and 
watch the birds. Soon a chickadee came along. He 
lit in a big maple tree and from there v/ent to an 
elm. He hunted on every dry leaf and crevice for 
cocoons and larvae. He gave a note like sit, 
very fine and insect like. Soon after he'‘left 
his mate came. She v/as much tamer and lit within 
a few feet of me. She went on the woodpile and 
then went on the ground. She hopped. Soon some 
English sparrows lit above me. They held their 
bodies close to the perches. Soon a lot of them 
lit by the woodpile. J shined a looking glass 
in their eyes^and as soon as they saw it they flew 
away. A chickadee that 1 triedit on only hopped 
away^ Lat'er I was out there watching a 
chickadee. He v/ent down to the ground and got a 
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grub, and then flew with it up in a tree. He 
ate it all up hut the skin and this he dropped. 

I identified it as the larva of the Isabella 
moth, commonly called the woolly bear. 

January 7, 1900 - Sunday . 

Went down to the ravines this afternoon. 

James Draper, a friend of mine, went with me. Vie 
saw 3 pine siskins in a tree at the farther end. 
They flew away but one soon came back to feed on 
pigweed seeds, but as we moved, so thut we could 
see him better, he flew away. 

January 14, 1900 - Sunday . 

Went down across Leider's and ,J -‘. Hackett’s. 
woods. While I was on the bridge I heard a loud 
screaming note and thought it was a hawk. I went 
over in the woods to find it. Clint Hanger was 
with me. We watched around and heard it again, 
this time we were rewarded. We were watching 
a tree when suddenly a hairy woodpecker flew out 
and with a loud ke-ke-ke ke-ke-ke went flying off, 
tipping so that first one side was vertical and 
then the other. He kept this up for quite a 
distance, about 50 ft. or more, he did this 
while giving the notes. Then the female flew 
out after him, and did the same thing. I think 
that it was so mild and had been for so long 
that it was spring or else that they make love 
in the winter. They flew off quite a distance 
and drummed to each other. When hunting food 
they give a taft-tajz-taft but when they are 
animated by love they make things hum. Then it 
sounds like tr-r-r-r-r- r. Further on I saw 
3 brown creepers. Vty attention was attracted by 
a long se-e-e-ep. They are little brown birds, 
almost indistinguisable from the bark if they 
would keep still, but they keep moving and 
jerking up a tree until they reach the bigger 
branches when off they fly to another. On the 
trees and also when flying they gave a note like 
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tsip tsip tslp repeated quite rapidly. Their 
fright' "would puzzle a hunter were they big 
as much as a Wilson’s snipe. They go bobbing 
and twitching along suddenly changing their 
course and then as suddenly lighting where you 
least expect it. Then we went home. 

January 18, 1900 - Thursday . 

Went out to the barn this noon and killed a 
male sparrow which was in it to stuff. Its 
underparts were whitish, patch on throat black; 
back streaked with black and brown; rump pale 
olive drab; neck washed with grey and brown; 
crown grey, sides of head reddish brown, white 
spot behind the eye; cheeks grey, upper mandible 
black; lower yellow; wings streaked with brown 
and black;lwhite wing bar; tail black notched. 

One of its legs were brokeh and had been for some 
time evidently. The breast is darker than the 
belly. 

January 20, 1900 - Saturday . 

Went out back of the barn and hid myself in 
the straw. Soon a sparrow came and lit on the 
fence. He saw me and gave a low chweep and flew 
off. Soon another, a male, like the first came 
and began to sing his song, sounded like chu 
chu sweep tur tur tweep and so on. A female was 
with him. lie" kept turning from side to side 
while singing as if keeping watch. I then got 
down and while I was getting the straw off me 5 
lit on the fence and one was only 6 feet off. 

When I went to the house a pair were perched in 
the big maple. The male began to sing and spread 
his tail and turned his back to his mate and gave 
a low note like cuh cuh. It could be heard at 
ten feet distant ’faintly. The alarm note is 
chur chur chur 
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January 26, 1900 - Friday. 

Went out" in the country this morning to 
get some things for a library dinner. On the 
high hank by John Hackett's grove a number of 
English sparrows were feeding. As 1 passed 
they flew over into Voll’s and among them was a 
goldfinch which flew up on a branch a few feet 
away. It was not afraid at all. i was quite 
surprised as most of our birds are so wild. On 
try way back I saw a redheaded woodpecker in 
a grove on the sunny south side of a tree. He 
went up a few inches at a time and got quite a 
number of eggs and larva?. 

January 27, 1900 - Saturd ay. 

As * was washing the dishes this afternoon 
a flock of about 25 English sparrows flew down 
to feed where slops are emptied in the garden. 

As near as I could tell they were nearly all 
males, They v/ere frightened at something and flew 
up in the big maple where I had some pieces of 
suet hung. They perched within 2 ft. of it but 
took no notice of it. Then 5 males flew down 
on the platform about 5 feet from me and tried 
everything that looked good to eat. One would 
see a little tiny fragment of bone and would 
take it in its bill and chew it a little, and 
then throw it away. They looked up at me as 
if wondering what I was doing. 

• 

January 28, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning 1 saw some sparrows on the steps. 
They fed for a while and then saw me and flew 
away. I spread some bread crumbs for them and 
about 15 came;there were some females. I tried 
to look out from under a table but could not see. 

My foot tapped the floor lightly and they went av/ay. 
Then I took a shawl and fastened ny opera glasses 
in it and then had the shawl come over my head 
and shoulders. This plan worked well. I crept 
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up and looked out and they never suspected It. 

They hopped around with hops from 1 to 3 inches 
in length. If another lit suddenly among them 
they would crouch close to the ground ready to 
give a spring in the air. \Vhen they started 
to fly they also did this. If one found a large 
chunk of bread it would either wrench off a 
crumb or else take it in its bill and dash it 
on the ground. Once when I went back a female 
was feeding, she paid no attention at all to 
me and soon about 18 others came. A male hopped 
up on the platform and fed on crumbs, lie was 
not very sure of himself and would hop sideways 
if a crumb stirred.0ne little fellow perched 
himself on the pump platform and took it into 
his head to watch me. He looked at me for at 
least 2 minutes steady and then went on feeding. 
When one got hold of a big piece it would imme¬ 
diately try another, who would make a long hop 
and secure by jaming and getting it in his bill. 
Then the other would do the same, keeping it up 
till it was eaten. One got a piece and ran off 
with it, another close behind but it was kept. 
Finally I uncovered part of my face, (i was 
without the glass this time) and one saw me. 

He sat and looked at me an instant and then they 
all rose together. I could hear no sound yet. 

He must have communicated with the others in 
some way. He just sat perfectly still and then 
rose with the others. I could not see his bill 
move. Before dinner I spread some pigeon grass 
that 1 had around for the sparrows. They seemed 
to like it very much. About 25 came. They are 
getting tame. A chickadee found the suet and 
ate quite a lot. I had to get water from the 
cistern under him but he did not like to leave. 

A sparrow was perched on the edge of the roof 
and only flew higher up. After dinner I moved 
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the table back and covered the window with 
paper and then cut holes ^to look out of. Clint 
Hanger was there. A chickadee came and found 
a piece of suet I had put in a small tree that 
I had my martin house oh in the summer. He ate 
a lot of it. Then his mate came too. The 
sparrows were out in the garden but kept coming 
nearer. I thought one was coming but he went 
down by the woodpile. Finally after 1 had 
read all the news about 30 came. They went down 
by the woodshed and even inside. One came too 
near another and was grabbed by another, in 
conseauence by the head. One looked up and saw 
me and warned the others by a thin tseep , and 
they all flew up in the tree but came down 
right away again. A chickadee gave a note like 
sit-a-pul-et-ser. Sometimes it gives it pul - 
et-ser- then the sparrows saw me again and went 
away.’ Then about 10 came back. One found some¬ 
thing under a stick and put his head down on 
the ground sidewise and worked till he got it 
out. Then they all flew off. 

January 29, 1900 - Monday . 

Today it is snowing quite hard and the wind 
is blowing from the southwest, bhen 1 came home 
from school at noon I went out to the barn and 
on my way back saw the chickadee at the suet in 
the maple. The wind came sweeping in and caught 
his long tail and blew it up till it nearly 
touched his head and blew its wings from his 
body and ruffled up his feathers. I felt sorry 
for him, the wind was so cold and keen. He kept 
silent and ate the suet. He got pieces off by 
picking and wrenching at it. The suet will help 
keep him warm. After dinner I mixed a plateful 
of bread crumbs and cut wheat and t»hrewit out 
on the ground on a bare spot. I am going to keep 
a place clear of snow and feed the birds on it. 
They had cleaned the pigeon grass all up, leaving 
only the dry husks. The English sparrows were 






















32 . 


not around "because it was too windy. I think 
they were in the church sheds. 

Finis January 29,1S00. 
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January 30, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning I cleared a place in the snow 
and. spread some cracked corn and wheat on it. 

I also put out a milkweed pod but when the 
English sparrows came they did not touch it. One 
came early and fed. It kept its body close to 
the ground to keep warm;afterwards when the sun 
came out they stood up straight instead of 
squatting. Some of them lit on the woodpile to 
sun themselves. One that 1 watched would ruffle 
up his feathers and smooth and pull his wings out. 
He did that several times. 

January 31, 1900 - Wednesday. 

This morning about 30 English sparrows came. 

I have noticed that when it is cold they crouch 
close to the ground to keep their feet v/arm. 

Mien one found a lot of food in a heap it would 
squat down and stay till it ate it all up. 

A bluejay came and after saying tel-ea awhile 
flew down to the suet in the little dead tree. 

He would peck some off and then go down on the 
ground to get it. His tracks looked like snow- 
shoes. I could not see the marks of his claws 
at all. The sparrows all flew up on the side 
of the v/oodpile and sunned themselves. I 
counted 32 of them. I would like to have got a 
picture of them as they sat close together and 
puffed out their feathers to keep warm, for it 
was 20° below zero. I should think that they 
would eat suet but 1 never saw them touch it. 

Some of them came down to the ground and ate 
snow. One sat there till I began to pump a pail 
of water from the well when he left. 

February 1, 1900 - Thursday . 

This morning I put a frozen bug with the feed 
for the English sparrows but altho they were near 
it they did not eat either it or the milkweed 
seeds. When I pumped the water a little white 
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• 

"breasted, nuthatch sat on a limb of the dead tree 
and watched me. He said /ery-ery-ery a s if it 
was spring. When I went in he was there again. 

This time he went down to the suet and hung 
head down to get it, varying this with a hunt 
for grubs. 

February 2, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning two white breasted nuthatches 
came. One went to the little elm and the other 
to the dead tree for suet. The last named 
would get right down and hammer at the suet so hard 
and fast that his tail and wings would flop wildly 
round. The other did not hit so hard. Y>Tiile 
stopping to rest they gave a thin nasal note like 
ak-ak. The one in the live elm went over and 
chased the other twice around the tree and then 
went back. The sun shone into the yard with 
some warmth. 

On my way to school I heard the tsoisk of 
the prairie horned lark, on the fields. This is 
the first time I have noticed them since October. 
This afternoon I noticed that two pieces of suet 
were gone. Around the live elm 1 could see where 
it had been pounded. 

February 5, 1900 - Saturday . 

Went to Baraboo this morning. On the way 
down saw a flock of about 75 English sparrows 
feeding on some weeds in a field. I was crossing 
the street near the park when I saw two male English 
sparrows about a foot away. One bad found a piece 
of corn and was going to eat it when the other 
made a grab for it but the oth* r repulsed him with 
open bill and then broke the corn in two so he 
could swallow it but the other got half of it. 
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February 4, 1900 - Sunday . 

Hung out some this morning, a blue jay 

came and ate some. He was not afraid for he 
said tel-ea while feeding, The old cat planted 
hers el f _ i n - 1 he middle of the feed I threw' out 
and evidently waited for the birds to come down 
but they did not come. About eleven I went 
out to sun myself.A little downy woodpecker was 
eating suet. I went in to get a stone to call 
him with but he had gone away. I heard a 
chickadee calling and whistled to him. He 
answered me and came to get some suet. After he 
flew off I went down in the field. I heard the 
soft t®§$p of the prairie horned larks but did 
not see them. I traveled around for nearly 
half an hour but saw nothing nearer a horned 
lark than a large hairy woodpecker who was hunt¬ 
ing along a fence for some grubs. 

February 5, 1500 - Monday . 

This afternoon a little downy woodpecker came 
to the suet. It was a little larger than an 
English sparrow. When he saw me through the 
window he hopped up the elm till he got to the 
top and then flew off. 

F ebruary 6, 1900 - Tuesda y. 

This morning a white breasted nuthatch ate 
some suet. He is shaped like an English 
sparrow and has the same bounding flight. It 
does not touch its tail to the tree at all when 
climbing. After breakfast I cleared another 
place in the snow where the cats could not 
bother the birds. They came in a short time. 
Some snow had lodged in a fork of the little 
elm and one of the English sparrows ate some 
of it. When they lit in the deep snow for it 
had snowed all day yesterday they had to flutter 
their wings to hop for they sank on up to their 
bodies. A little downy woodpecker came and got 
some suet. 
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February 7, 1900 - Wednesday. 

Early this morning I was out back of Cook’s 
when I saw a flock of 8 horned larks flying 
around. They gave notes like t seeta _or tseepa . 
After breakfast I passed within 6’ or - 8 feet 
of the dead elm, but a downy woodpecker kept 
right on eating suet. I went out by the barn 
and a large hairy woodpecker nearly struck me 
in the head as he was flying. Her flight - 
for it was a female - was bounding. 

February 8, 1900 - Thursday . 

This morning water covered everything - for 
it had rained heavily all night. Ythile I was 
eating breakfast a sudden change took place. The 
wind went into the northeast and it began to freeze. 
A cutting fall of sleet drove the English sparrows 
to shelter. Some were in the straw shed and one 
went in the woodpile. One tried to light on an 
icy twig but slipped and was forced to hop to 
another. 

February 10, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning a downy woodpecker came to get 
some suet. There was not much of it and he flew 
off. I walked out to see if there was much of it 
left. I was about 6 feet below the piece in the 
maple when I looked up and saw a white-breasted 
nuthatch was eating suet. Heard a crow caw for 
the first tine this winter over south. Its caw 
was short like _ca ca ca . A flock of about 100 
pine siskins flev; over and lit down in the bottoms. 

February 11, 1900 - Sunday. 

Hung out some suet this morning;just as I put 
up the last piece the male downy woodpecker came. 
The cat would walk up and when he got close to the 
woodpecker it would hop up the tree and fly to 
another. His flight was bounding. Heard a crow 
again this morning. 
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February 12, 1900 Monday. 

Went down to K. Smith’s before breakfast, 
l'he sky was cloudy and it was dark. I saw a 
large bird that I thought was a robin but it 
was a bluejay. Saw a junco, his mate was over 
by Spahrs, the pair have been around all 
winter. They never come to the food I throw 
out. Went down to a sweet acorn tree,on 
the bark I could see traces of where a wood¬ 
pecker’s claws had chipped the bark. Around 
on the ground were half shells some with the 
meat in yet that had been eaten by woodpeckers 
or bluejays. A small flock of redpolls flew 
over. One was singing a sputtering song like 
s p-z-z- 2 -zt and giving the call note after it 
had done. 'TheftI went home. 

February 13,1900 - Tuesday . 

A few days” ago I crowded some sun flower 
seeds in the bark of the little elm. This 
morning when I looked they were all gone. I 
found a chunk of Norway spruce bark and cut 
off a piece about 8 by 4 inches. Then I tocka 
knife and punched a number of holes in it about 
3/4 of an inch apart,in each one I put a sun 
flower seed and hung it out on the little elm 
together with two bunches of spiders eggs. A 
white-breasted nuthatch was there, he sat on a 
branch just above me and sang ery ery ery ery 
and then flew off. I put out some feed for 
the English sparrows. About 20 came. Some 
pine siskins were up in the maple but they did 
not come down. For the last two days it has been 
warm but last night the wind went into the north¬ 
west and it turned very cold. 

Tonight when I came home from school the piece 
of bark was empty and the spiders eggs were gone. 
I do not know what bird took them. I had to take 
a new piece of bark as this one was cracked. 































February 14, 1900 - Wedne sday. 

This noori when i carte home from school T went 


out to look at the suet. As I stepped out the 
door I saw the black kitten up in the maple. He 
was after a male downy woodpecker. I called him 
down. The sunflower seeds were nearly all there 
hut one piece of suet was gone. At night the 
sunflower seeds are all there yet. 


February 15, 1900 - Thursday. 

The evening’ grosbeaks are here again. A flock 
of about 75 or 100 were feeding in Lawton’s 
yard. Walter Draper came over to school after 
me but 1 was not there being half an hour late. 
They came yesterday. This noon I noticed that 
the bark was empty. I have not seen any birds at 
it yet. 

Attended a Sunday School Convention this after¬ 
noon for about an hour. I saw two delegates near 
me with birds in their hats. One was a sparrow 
and I think that the other was a grosbeak of some 
kind. After this 1 went up to Lawton’s to see if 
the evening grosbeaks were there. They were not. 
They had been in a box elder tree eating the 
dried seeds. I could see traces of them on the 
ground. Urs. Lawton says that they kept up quite 
a loud chattering. There were several bright 
Bales. Came home and fastened a tin box to a 
stick and tied to the little elm for the wood¬ 
peckers. I filled it with fine suet, cracked wheat 
whole wheat and sunflower seeds. 


February 16, 1900 - Friday . 

The juncolTand Chickadees flights are both the 
same. Each has a long tail and short round wings, 
which gives them a tippy flight. The English 
sparrow, the hairy and downy woodpeckers and the 
white-breasted nuthatch fly in long curves. The 
English sparrow takes longer curves than the other. 
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F ebruary 17, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning a white-breasted nuthatch was 
out in the little elm. He was singing ery-ery-eiy 
He would raise his head up and gradually lower it 
with his body till it was even with the branch 
while he was giving the song. I heard some birds 
that looked like pine siskins flying this morning. 
They lit on a tall weed over by Mr. "isks. Their 
notes were sharper than those of the pine siskin. 
They were redpolls and I was glad to see them. 
Their notes were chett -cherrett . A he back was 
brownish grey streaked with black and a white 
stripe on the lower back. Wings with one white 
bar, belly and breast white, sides sti’eaked with 
black, breast tinged with red. Crown cap bright 
crimson, tail medium, notched, bend of wings 
white. Small patch on throat black. Slightly 
larger than a chipping sparrow. A hey were 
startled by any sudden noise like the slamming 
of a door and would fly up and light on a fence 
or a tree a few feet away and then go back down. 
They let me get quite close. They went on the 
ground for seeds and hopped. They are like the 
American goldfinch in habits and notes. Then as 
my feet were very cold I went home. 

February 19, 1900 - Monday . 

Was sick all day yesterday and today. Mrs. 
Lav/ton came in and said that the evening gros¬ 
beaks were there again. 

February 20, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning mother asked me what those large 
birds were in Mr. Petty’s box elder tree. They 
were evening grosbeaks. There were about 15 of 
them. They went out along the branches easily to 
get at the bunches of seeds and hanging head down 
while eating them. About half of them were 
males showing the yellow plainly. A xvoman came 
over and pumped a pail of water right under them 
but they were not afraid. After eating all the 
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seeds they could find they flew off towards 
the upper part of town. Their flight was 
slightly hounding. They were about the size 
of Bobins. 

1 stuck iny head out of the window and 
told Clarence Cook and Eurr Dickie,who were 
skating on a pond, about it. 

Burr asked me what the names of some 
large yellow birds with black on their heads 
were. I told him that they were Evening Gros¬ 
beaks . 

February 21, 1S00 - Wednesday 

This morning before breakfast a little 
male English Sparrow was chirping away on 
tiie side of the house. A piece of siding 
had cracked and had been fixed again leaving 
in one place a hole that he could put his 
head in the hole and tried to pull off pieces 
so as to make it larger. Then he hopped 
further along and chirped again. Then a 
female came down to examine the hole while he 
chirped at her. She seemed afraid and looked 
around anxiously. Then another female came 
down between the other two. Then came the 
strangest part. The male fluffed out his 
feathers and gave a low note like se-se-se-se 
turning round and round and bowing to her. 

Then they flew off. One of the male’s favorite 
perches was the eavespout. He ran his chirps 
together and was calling for a mate. 

After breakfast a Dhite breasted Nuthatch 
came out on the woodpile. It came on to the 
ground and hopped around iike a sparrow. It 
then flew off, starting from the ground and 
came back with another. 

A short time afterwards I looked at the dead 
elm and there was a big blue.iay pecking away 
at the suet. He flapped his wings and pulled 
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and tugged with all his might. Then caught 
sight of me and flew off. 

February 22, 1900, Thursday . 

This morning the evening grosbeaks came again 
while I was dressing. It had snowed all night. 

They were climbing around and reaching in a 
characteristic way. In fact it is the most 
noticeable thing about them at first sight. 

When I came out they all flew off and gave a 
note almost exactly like a martin's. One or two 
gave a loud frog like terp . 

They flew down into Hacketts woods where 
there are a lot of box-elder trees. They feed 
on the dried seeds as far as I can find almost 
entirely. 

Went out doors this morning before breakfast. 

I heard a low kwer kwer kwer and out into sight 
to see what it Was and it was a bluejay. 

About 9:30 two pine siskins were feeding out 
in the garden. I did not see them till they flew. 
Scattered wheat, corn, sunflower seeds and bread 
for them. 

The suet was all gone excepting two pieces up 
in the maple. 

After dinner went out and was pumping water. 

I looked in the maple and there was the male downy 
woodpecker hanging from a swinging piece of suet 
and eating. He was rather afraid of me and when 
I was nearly ready to go in threw himself over 
backwards and flew to a limb. 

The pine siskins did not come back but about 
10 English sparrows were feeding. 

In the afternoon about 2 oclock I went for a 
walk as I got near Fisk's pasture a horned lark flew 
over. I heard one singing and went to look for it. 
It was standing erect on a log and singing, another 
answered. It was like a duet. The song sounded 
like Kul kip kul kip kul kip pte kip pte kip pte 
te. I tried to get through the fence but it flew 
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and lit on a wire on another fence and continued 
to sing. 'The other gave a low sweet song that I 
could hardly hear. It was very tender. The 
first one then flew away to hunt for food. I 
followed it hut it was quite wild. It walked. 

The bird squatted down to pick up seeds hut rose 
to its full height to sing. Its head bobbed.a 
little when it walked. It ran just as a robin 
hops. It also gave the low song once or twice. 

Vent on and heard a crow caw several times. 

While writing out my notes on a stump in Ilaines 
woods a large bird began to try to sing from the 
top of a tall tree. It sounded like a very 
cracked robin's song. Then it flew off. rretty 
soon it came back to the same tree and then flew 
off. It was a bluejay. And some white-breasted, 
nuthatches began to call. Then I went on. Found 
a large box elder on which nearly all the seeds 
had hung. The evening grosbeaks bad been there 
and the ground was thickly covered with seeds. The 
birds bite the large end off. 

Two crows flew up from a field cawing loudly 
and lit in a tree to talk it over and they must 
have been undecided from the amount of talk. 

Crossed the river. Heard a red-headed wood¬ 
pecker. 

Went on for about a mile and saw red headed 
woodpeckers, then I went home. 

Februa ry 25, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning 1 hung out" Vo mi" more suet. I put 
a piece in the maple. While sitting on a branch 
an English sparrow lit above me. It was frightened 
and flew off. 

• After breakfast the male downy woodpecker came. 
He went to the piece of suet on the branch but was 
afraid of the kitten and went on up and the cat 
after him. I threw a ipitten at the cat but the 
woodpecker was not scared. When the cat came down 
he began to eat. First he reached over to get it 
bub he hopped over onto. When he had had enough 
he went away. 
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February 24, 1900 - Saturday, 

This morning a north wind is drifting the 
snow and the thermometer registered 10 below zero. 

The evening grosbeaks were out in the tree 
at about 9 oclock. They would sit still and look 
about untill they saw something to eat and then 
fly to it. If it was below them they would tumble 
down after it. They fed on the box elder buds. 

At last they all flew off. One tried to go down 
an upright branch head first but fell off. 

The English sparrows were sunning on the 
woodpile this morning. 

After dinner I went out to get some water 
and there was the little downy woodpecker on the 
south side of the tree with his head and body 
drawn together to get out of the wind. After 
watching me a minute he went around the tree. 


February 25, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning it is about 2° warmer. 

Heard a horned lark sing. 

After breakfast a blue jay came after suet. He 
called awhile and then ate. He would chip off 
little pieces easily. He saw me and flew off. 

Two more soon came and ate but they were afraid. 

They are very quick. I can stand back from the 
window and expose just enough of my head to see 
them but they spy me immediately. 

About 9;30 Jim Draper came after me. He said 
that the evening grosbeaks were up by Lawton’s. 

Out by the side of a church we saw a young one 
hopping around on the ground. It was very tame 
and let us get within 8 or 10 feet of it. Then it 
flew of just over our heads. Walter Draper on 
the other side of the street said that there were 
a lot of them down by Lawtons. Just then they 
flew over near us. There were about 25 of them. 

The males back . lower half of wings, lower 
hreast and belly yellow; belly lighter; upper breast 
dusky yellow; tails upper back yellowish drab, black 
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above, white below; notched; crown black; fore¬ 
head yellow; neck dusky, bill large and strong; 
yellow; primaries black; streak across them 
white; secondaries white; legs, very short; 
track about the size of a bluejay's. It hops. 

One flew up and settled in an old English 
sparrow’s nest and squatted down out of the wind. 

About 4 or 5 of the flock were bright males. 
One or two others we re turning, The rest were 
females and young. They were dusky when the 
males were yellow. 

They went on the ground and fed on seeds. 

They showed the white on the wings while flying. 
They were very pretty. I then went into the 
hotel to get warm. Y.'hen I came out the one in 
the nest was still there. Jim and I went all 
around that part of town hunting for them but 
could not find them. Went down home and got 
warm. A bluejay screamed at us and dim got up 
within two rods of it. Just then I gave the 
alarm note t el-ea and it flew off. 

After dinner Glint Hanger and I went down 
in the field to study prarie horned larks. Heard 
one sing and looked away off for it and climbed 
over a fence and then had to come back for there 
it was just a few feet away hunting for seeds. I 
not iced the track after it flew off and it was 
curious to see it. It stepped about Z-l/z or 
3 inches. V/e followed it over to a yard below 
Hacketts.where it found its mate, '•‘■heir backs 
were greyish brown, penciled with fuscus, and 
vinaceGLous, belly white; lower breast dotted 
with fuscus. Upper breast with a blackish streak 
across it, sides vinaceaous, line from bill to 
eye and extending to ear black. Fore part of 
crown black; half ring on neck black. Tuft of 
feather on each side of the head black. Crown 
greyish olive, tail blackish; outer half of outer 
tail feather white, outer vane of primaries 
f uscous. One flew off and when it came back it 
was greeted with a seep b y the other. Once 
when we got to near one uttered anote and the 
^her got all ready to fly. Then we went home. 
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February £6, 1900 - Monday. 

This morning when I went' but to pump the 
water the white breasted nuthatch wa3 on the 
little elm not 6 feet away. Just then a big 
bluejay flew over and he mistook it for a hawk 
and flew quickly to the big maple. 

Burl* Dickie told me that he had a blue jay in 
a trap. Went up to get it tonight after school. 
When I took it out it gave twice a thin note 
like yike yike . It hung onto my thumb all the 
way home but did not pinch hard. It flew out of 
my hand as 1 opened the door and got away. 

Then I went up by Hanger’s. A little redpoll 
came and settled on a branch 3 ft. above me in a 
Norway spruce for the night. 

February 27, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning a bluejay lit in the big maple 
and gave a note like pe le kul . Then he went 
down to the suet glancing at the window every 
instant. I got in the kitchen and put my head 
just in the middle of the curtain. He saw ms after 
a little and flew off. 

February 28, 1900 - Wednesday . 

Today while we v/ere piling over some wood I 
got quite a lot of the larvae of the Isabel la 
moth, caterpillars and squash bugs. I put them on 
the little elm on a piece of suet. 

At noon they v/ere all gone but 1 did not see 
what took them. 

MARCH. 

Marc h 1, 1900 - Thursday. 

Got some more bugs this morning and a number of 
pupae. 1 put them out before breakfast and after¬ 
wards I saw one of the white-breasted nuthatch 
eating them. lie would jam them into the bark and 
pick them to pieces. A few times he v/ent over on 
the church sheds and jammed them between tv/o 
shingles. 
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March 2, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning when I went out to the bam a 
flock of six or seven juncos were feeding in 
the rabbit pen. They flew over in Mrs. Russel s 
trees. 

After breakfast 3 chicadees came to the suet. 

One went down and ate a little and another flew 
down and the first went back. Then the 3rd one 
did the same thing. 

V/hen 1 approached the rabbit-pen a jxmco flew 
out about 6 feet away. It had snowed in the 
night and I could see the juncos tracks in it. 

Ma rch 3, 1900 - Saturday. 

This morning a large flock of redpolls were 
feeding out in Bettey^js. They were very tame. 

They feed on pigweed. A cat that was trying to 
get them could only get within 6 feet. 

Heard a chicadee give the whistled phoebe note 
this afternoon. It is assign of spring. 

March 6, 1900 - Tuesday . 

There is about 15 inches of snow on the ground. 
The birds keep down in the woods now. This morning 
a male evening grosbeak flew over from the west. lie 
gave a loud note like tef-r-r something like a 
bell it sounded.as he got even with Petty^s box 
elder, fle swerved off and flew to it. He was 
flyirlg very fast. 

I saw one redpoll today and tonight a chicadee 
was out in the yard. 

March 7, 1900 - Wednesday . 

Thi s m orning two whit e-breast ed nut hat c he s c ame 
to the same piece of suet. This is very unusual. 
Generally if one tries to come hear the other it 
v/ill be chased away. One of them ate some sun¬ 
flower seeds. 

It is warmer today and is thawing. Saw a 
prairie horned lark out in the country. It gave 
the toisk note while on the groudd. 
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March 8, 1900 - Thursday. 

This morning- I saw s ome juncos in Mrs. 

Russel’s trees. Two were fighting on the barn, 
talk about the gentle snowbird. They are fight¬ 
ing all the time and chasing each other or some 
other bird around. 

Tonight when I came home from school two 
white-breasted nuthatches came to the suet and 
the male downy woodpecker was on the swinging 
one. This noon a chicadee was on it. A certain 
number of birds come every day and I know them. 

The English sparrows get in a little crotch 
and brace themselves in when they go to roost. 

Just before dark I scared a bluejay out 
of one of H. Smith's Norway spruce. He fluttered 
around and v/as evidently about half asleep. He 
flew over to Mrs. Russel’s after knocking around 
in the Norway spruces and flew against an elm 
limb full forde on the way. It was quite light 
yet but he was a heavy sleeper. 

March 9, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning I went over back of Mr. Fisk's. 
There was a flock of about 100 redpolls there. 

One lit on the fence to look at me. They were 
(feeding on pigweed, a sudden noise would send 
them flying around only to light again at the 
same spot. I think that they have been shot at. 

I could hear their bills workirg plainly when 
they were 20 feet away. Sometimes they came 
up to within ten feet of me. They hopped. They 
would reach up as high as they could stretch for 
seeds. They seemed to be in a hurry and would 
grab a few seeds and then go on to another 
bunch. They kept up a continual noise. One note 
sounded like chcwte chewte. ' x he school bell 
scared them up and one cams circling around and 
was going to light on me but did not. 

As I was coming back I saw a junco and a red¬ 
poll in the path, the redpoll would get too near 
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and the junco would chase it onto the fence. 
Once the redpoll clung to the woven wire 
fence and braced with its tail. Once or twice 
it would not he driven and fought. Each tried 
to rise above the other. 

After recess a homed lark came and sang 
out near the window. Heard an owl hoot over 
west tonight just before dark. It sounded 
like whoo whoo whoo whoo (Barred Owl) Routed 
out the" "blue jay again. 

March 10, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning I took the alarm out of an 
old clock and put a brake on it. I was going 
to call woodpeckers with it by letting the 
hammer hit a dry log. 

A female hairy woodpecker was out on 
pettey^s woodpile. I rattled to it and it 
answered skek and could not understand where 
that woodpecker was. I next tried it on a 
male white-breast ed nuthatch but he did not 
like it. A big flock of redpoll’s were fly¬ 
ing around and singing. 

March 11, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning"1 heard the red-headed wood¬ 
pecker give his spring note of Kwar , and also 
heard a pair chasing each other and giving the 
rollicking notes that they do in the spring. 

I went down in Eiske’s field and a flock of 
about 50 redpolls flew over and two bluejays 
were heard and also a prarie horned lark. Its 
flight is tippy. Heard a red-head drum twice 
over in Hackett’s grove where I heard the 
notes. I found a good, dry, hollow stick and 
set my drum to v. r ork. A hairy woodpecker 
answered with a skik . On my way home I heard 
another woodpecker drum and a redpoll gave the 
goldfinch's note of pity pite or pe a we. 
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This afternoon I went down to the 
ravines. The red-head was very shy. lie 
talked and hohhed at me frantically and 
flew around. When flying he gave a note like 
kit kit kit kit . At l£ast he disappeared. 

T'hunted all over hut could not find him. 

It was very slushy and just as I had gone away 
there he was again. 

Went over in J. Hacketts grove. I saw 
a female^downy woodpecker on a limb. I watched 
it a while. A red-head flew up just then and 
the downy was afraid and flew away. These woods 
were alive with birds. Some redpolls were 
feeding down on a slope. A chicadee was hunting 
near me. It put its head on the ground to get 
something from a stick. The female downy came 
over to where I was sitting. It would pick along 
the limb to see if anything was there. 

A big bluejay lit nearby and saw me. He 
flew off. 

The white-breasted nuthatches were there 

too. 

A fine redpoll came and perched not ten 
feet away. His breast was reddish. 

A pair of chicadees came in the tree above 
me. One shook its wings and gave a note like 
se-se-se-se-se. It was making love but the 
other flew off. 

Just then 5 crows flew over. Above the 
trees a chicadee hunted around in the leaves 
almost at my feet and then flew up and pulled a 
leaf to pieces. 

A red squirrel in the tree above me gave 
a sudden squeak and scares, up the redpolls. 

Then I went home. 


March 15, 1900 - Thursday. 

This afternoon about 5 oclock T heard an 
English sparrow give a note like 3 times. 

It was on the Lange's corner on the sidewalk. 
Another one with it gave the regular notes. 
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March 16, 1900 - Friday. 

It is very cold today with a raw north 
wind. A white-breasted nuthatch came and got 
some suet this morning he went on the ground. 

March 17, 1900 - Saturday. 

This afternoon 6' or 7 redpolls fed out in 
the road with the English sparrows. Theij flew up 
and lit apart from the others. ^ 

March 18, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning after “breakfast the male downy 
woodpecker came to the suet. He looked up once 
when I rattled to him. Some redpolls gave the 
peee note end he looked around to see what it was. 
"He then flew to a lower branch of the maple and 
hopped to the top and flew off. 

Went down toward H. Smith's and heard an 
English sparrow singing. Saw an American gold¬ 
finch over by the ditch. It was calling when it 
saw me, it flew down into the weeds. It was 
the first spring bird I had seen, ^aw a prarie 
horned lark. It flew off near the ground and gave 
bounds upward until it was quite high. 

Went on down farther and sat down to write 
out my notes by a hay stack. I watched a flock 
of about a dozen crows about 3/4 of a mile off. 
They flew around and cawed and then lit on a tree. 
One sailed in a circle without moving his wings. 

Went on down to the river and followed it 
nearly through Haines wood. It is nice and sunny 
today. I heard a bl tie jay and some crows. The river 
was rising and the ice cracked and the v/ater came 
out on top. Saw two white-breasted nuthatches in 
a group of big elms. A bluejay began to scream 
and another answered him. He mocked a guinea hen 
almost exactly. Then he gave a note like pe-limp 
and another like a tin trumpet.. The other one 
answered with a rattling note like kr-r-r-rk . A 
white-breasted nuthatch gave the ery-ery-ery note. 
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I thought that the tree sparrow would he here 
hut they were not. I noticed that the crow 
trills the last part of the caw sometimes like 
caw-w-w • Then I went home* 

“ vJint over in T. Hacketts woods this after¬ 

noon. . At the edge of the woods I saw two white¬ 
breasted nuthatches and a chicadee feeding. One 
of the nuthatches found a flat gruh. ,.ant on 
farther and saw a great horned owl. It flew away 
as I approached and I followed around the woods 
until it disappeared. 

It scared away al1 the birds. 

Went on out to the fence and was sitting 
on it when I heard a loud note like pudl-de r coming 
across Engelman's mature, it was trilled at 
first and sounded like a hell at the last. I 
jumped the fence in an instant and ran down to the 
river frightening up a tree sparrow by the way. It 
was the first of the year and I stopped to give 
a paste at it through the glass and then looked for 
my bird. There he was in the top of a tall tree 
across the river. I found when I got home that he 
was a white-rumped shrike. His breast was white; 
black line through the eye, two white marks on 
the tail, that was all the description that I could 
get as he was facing me. He sat there and hardly 
moved. His bill was elevated a little. Then he. 
flew down close to me on my side of the river. His 
flight was direct and flapping. It was quite 
swift. A s I tried to get a glimpse of him he flew 
across the narrow peninsula that separated the 
river at the bend. Andrew Hngleman was with me. 

We went around by the bridge and when we had 
crossed half the distance we saw him fly into a 
tree and then lost him. His wings showed white 
while he was flying. 

We went on hunting for him and just as we 
were going to leave the woods when I saw a large 
nest in a tree. Y/e went up to it and in a little 
thornapple tree was another• 























The first was in the top of an ash sapling . 

I climbed, the tree to look at the lower one. It 
was roofed over. 1 then shook the ash tree and 
- a bluejay flew about a foot above it. 1 think 

U'_(* and am very sure that the jay came out of it. It 
flew over and hid in a bunch of oak leaves. He 
thought that 1 could not see him. I approached 
and itt.de sure that it was a blue jay. Then I 
climbed the thornapple tree for the nest. It was 
about a foot and 3 inches each way and was hollov,' 
in the center. It was about 5 inches wide. It 
was made of fine shreds of bark, grasses and 
shreds of weeds. I took it down and home with me. 
The entrance hole was 1-3/4 inches wide. Then I 
went home. 


March 19, 1900 - Monday . 

Tonight after school 1 sewed the main part 
of the nest onto the foundation that I had saved 
with black thread, ^'he foundation was mixed with 
Ffeh the branches so that I only got part of it. 

1 ^ It consisted of bark, grass, leaves and fine 
weather beaten strips of bark. 

The upper 1 part was bark, leaves and grass. 

It was finer than that in the foundation. It was 





put together 1 compactly and would keep out the wind. 
The outside measurements were as follows: 

length, 9 inches, width, 7-l/2 inches, height 
6-1/2 inches, width of wall at top l-l/2 inches, at 
bottom, 2—l/4 inches, about 3 inches of foundation 
were missing. 


The inside measurements were: 
length, 5 inches 

width, l/2 inches 

height, 2-3/4 inches 

entrance, 2 inches. 

Sewed a red-eyed vireo’s nest that I got last 
summer. Measurements were; 


width, 
length, 
thickness, 
depth on inside 
on outside 


2-3/4 inches 
3 inches 
l/4 inches 
2 inches 
2-9/16 inches 
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circumference, 9-l/2 Indies 

thickness at bottom 9/l2 inches 
outside, hark, fibers and very fine 
grass. Stuck over v/ith wool, lichens, leaves 
and spiders webs. Lined v/ith pine needles. To 
get the needles it had to go a mile in one 
direction and to get the wool a half mile in the 
other. 


M arch 21, 1900 - Wednesday . 

Went hunting this forenoon. It wa3 cold 
and saw nothing but homed larks. Sat down out 
the wind and watched a pair of white-breasted 
nuthatches. Farther on 1 saw one hairy and one 
red-headed woodpecker. 

On my v/ay home a pair of prarie horned 
larks sat on a fence and did not stir until 1 
was 5 feet away and then only dropped down in 
the grass. It was hard to see them because their 
backs were brown. 

March 22, 1900 - Thursday . 

At noon four of we boys were out by the 
cistern. We were talking and laughing when 
suddenly the male downy woodpecker came. He ate 
the suet from the live elm by the maple. We were 
not 10 feet away. A lady came by on the walk and 
passed within 3 feet of him. He went around the 
tree till she had passed. He ate for about 5 
minutes and then after wiping his bill on the 
tree flew off. 

This afternoon a white-breasted nuthatch 
ate some suet in the big maple. 

Tonight about 5 oclock Clarence Cook and 
I were sitting on our woodpile when we heard the 
kep kep kep ken kip of a robin. We both jumped 
up and I ran In the house to get my glass. 

Clarence had found that he was in one of Trumble’s 
trees. We found him out by the barn. He was 
calling from the top of an elm. He was quite wild 
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and flew over in front of Mrs. pett eyjs house. 

He kept calling as if lie wanted to call his mate. 
The sparrows ail gathered to look at him. When 
they got too close he would turn as if to chase 
them and then they would fly off. He hopped to 
another branch and cleared his bill. Then he 
flew over to Pattersons. Prom there we followed 
him to a tree near the depot. There he seemed 
alarmed and gave the sharp kip kip all the time. 
Then he flew back towards town and we lost him. 
After that I put up two bird houses. One large 
and one small one. 


March 25, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning the robin was singing. It made 
it seem more like spring, to hear a bird sing. 

Went down in the fields with Clarence Cook 
after breakfast. Saw a pair of prarie horned 
larks. The male had the ear tufts well develop¬ 
ed. They were black. 

Went on over a fence and heard a bluebird. 

He called quite a while but we did not see him. 
Just then I heard a c hweep a nd looking up I saw 
3 robins flying over, 3 goldfinches lit in a tree 
down by the mill to feed. Saw another goldfinch 
across the road in Draper's. I saw a red-headed 
woodpecker was culling. He flew to a stub and 
after drumming went away. 

Then a crow flew over. 1 looked at him 
with the glass. His bill was white. He turned 
his head around every way to see if any one 
was going to shoot. Two others followed him. 

Another red-head appeared on the same stub 
that the other had occupied. There was a hole 
there. A bluejay mocked a hawk in a tree across 
the river. 

Went down on the island but saw no birds 
excepting chicadees and white-breasted nuthatches. 
Heard what I thought was a kingfisher but it must 
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have been a hairy woodpecker. Heard a prarie 
horned lark on my to school from the woods. 

Today I looked out of the window in school 
just as a female English sparrow lit on the 
woodpile. She sat there looking at me, quirking 
her tail as long as I looked. 

After dinner I went down in the fields for 
a few minutes. I saw nothing hut a half dozen 
prarie horned larks. I noticed that when on a 
fence post they stood upright. They could alight 
in the "middle of a post. The flight was rather 
tippy. The wings were ouite large. The bird is 
as large as a bluebird and is longer. 

After school Mat Engeln and 1 went down in 
the field. Saw a crow flying over down in 
Maines v/oods. Near the boundary fence we found 
a pellet that had ejected by some bird of prey. 

It contained three claws that were from 3/4 to 1 
inch long, and a piece of cloth. One of the 
claws had a piece of bone attached to it and I 
found another. The rest was a small dust like 
corn-meal, ent over to the Island. Mat climbed 
a tree to another nest like that one that Andrew 
and I found. 

It had cornleaves and sla|ks in it. Heard 
a hairy woodpecker give a loud note like ^ski tter 
r-r -r- It sounded like a kingfisher. I climbed 
up to a woodpecker's hole and found that it was 
lined with bark, excelsior and grass. 

“e heard a barred owl over in Hackett’s 
woods hoot. It sounded like a dog. I would put 
it down as whoo who who who who ah who ah and 
another answered who ah . Mat found a red-eyed 
vireo’s ne3t. We 'climbed up a big swamp maple 
and found an old crows nest. It was made of 
sticks and leaves. 

In a hole at the top v/e found a bluebird’s 
nest made of bark ana grass. We heard a white- 
brea3ted nuthatch singing. 
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On our way home v:e found a chipping 
sparrow’s nest hy McCoy’s with a kernel oi field 
corn hidden in the lining hy a bluejay. 


March 24, 1900 - Saturday . 

Heard a robin sing again this morning. So 
far as I have noticed they do not sing now after 
7:30. 

Heard a bluebird after breakfast. It sang 
and then gave the fall note of turwee . 

Went to Baraboo this afternoon. Saw two 
large flocks of redpolls feeding in a weed 
grown fields. A crow lit in a tree by the road 
and stayed there while we passed. Another 
settled down and balanced himself on a corn stub. 

Heard a horned lark give his spring song. 

On the way back saw two more crows in a tree 
and several were flying around. 

Saw a northern shrike on a post, he flew to 
a tree and wiped his bill. I thought at first 
that it was a bluejay. 

Saw some English sparrows bathing in a 
ditch. I thought it would be pretty cold for 
them. 

March 25, 1900 - b un day . 

Today the male downy woodpecker came to 
the suet twice. It was snowing hard. The wind 
was in the east and he kept on the west side of 
the tree. 

March 26, 1S00 - Monday. 

This morning 1 saw an English sparrow eating 
snow in the little elm. 

A white-breasted nuthatch was singing in the 
maple. He perched crosswise on a limb. He 
would stretch up while giving it and lower his 
head as far as he could reach without toppling 
over and then bring it up with a jerk. 
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March 27, 1900 - Tuesday . 

It is quite chilly this morning. Before 
Breakfast I heard a bluebird calling. It gave 
the fall note. a blue jay gave a note like 
se cat el, and another that sounded like a dry 
axle. They give that note when two get in a tree 
together. It is a love note and is hard to 
locate. Just as I got in the house I heard toe 
scream of a red-tailed hawk. I ran out and it 
was nothing but a blue jay. The English sparrows 
were not fright ened. 

.after breakfast I heard an English sparrow 
give a labored warble. It was short and was 
quite an effort. It sounded something like a 
bluebird. Saw a flock of about twenty redpolls, 
on my way to school. I can distinguish them 
easily now that I have heard the American gold- 
fine lie s. 

March 27, 1900 - Wednesday. 

ThTs morning before breakfast 1 went down 
by H. ^iths. A large crow came flying down the 
wind. He was going very fast, lie kept his wings 
going and the wind sent him along in great shape. 
He was going south and he kept his head pointed 
southeast. 

Every morning a pair of bluejays are making 
love in Mrs. Hussel’s Norway spruce. Their 
notes sound like axles that had not been greased. 
I can never get near enough to see what they do. 

I found some chrysalids out by the barn and 
put them out for the birds tonight, bne of the 
acorns that 1 put out a few days ago had a small 
hole in it. 

M arch 29, 1900 - Thursday . 

This morning a male English sparrow was 
on the platform. I was by the window. He 
looked at me several times and suddenly it 
struck nim that I was a human being. He 
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squatted and jumped up in the air and was gone 
in an instant. When an English sparrow is 
frightened its first impulse is to hide, it 
will squat close down wherever it is. 

March 50, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning before I went to school I 
hung out some more suet on the live elm hy the 
maple. The ground is covered with snow hut 
the air is warm. Just as I got to the school 
grounds I heard a killdeei 4 calling down by the 
river. I like to hear its singing call. It 
sounds so wild and untamable. 

This noon I put out some more suet on the 
live elm. The other piece lad a few small holes 
in it where it lad been eaten. 

Just as I started in the house I heard a 
meadowlark sing. I stopped and it sang again. I 
think that the different blackbirds should/be 
here now. 

Last year none of these birds were here 
before April 5. 

Tonight Mat Engeln and I went down in the 
fields. We saw my red-headed woodpecker. The 
next thing we saw was a tree sparrow in 
Seeley's marsh. Went on over to the island 
and saw a robin in a tree. In the edge of the 
woods we saw a white-breasted nuthatch. He 
stuck his head in a hole. He then flew to a 
branch and began to sing. After he went off 
we climbed up the tree. Just as Mat got near the 
top another nuthatch flew out. He flew to a tree 
and said quank . H e did not like it. The hole 
was about 8 inches deep. It had sawdust in the 
bottom. 1 think it was a downy woodpecker'snest. 
It was about a year old. There was a little 
crack in the bottom. 

It was in a soft maple. •M; was up about 40 
feet. Then v/e v.ent home. 















March 31, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning I hoard, a meadowlark sing 
several times down in the field. I took the 
spy glass and tried to locate him "but could not. 
Heard a robin over by Hacketts grove. 

The horned larks are not so thick now. I 
guess they are spreading to nest. 

Went down by the river with the boys after 
breakfast. Heard some meadowlarks and saw a robin. 
Over across the bridge near the ravines a prarie 
horned lark was singing. Another came and they 
fought. 

Saw the red-headed woodpecker in a tree. 

On over towards Hacketts we saw a northern 
shrike. He twitched his tail up and down. Across 
Seeley Creek we saw a chicadee and a red-headed 
woodpecker. 

Over on the rocks we sa vi a lot of blue jays. 
They were ouite tame. Some crows flew over towards 
H. Hacketts. 

We scared out a flying squirrel and while 
looking for it scared up some ruffed grouse. 

Heard some redpolls singing. 

Heard a mourning dove in the woods. Heard 
a blue jay give a note like Coot il lick. Heard 
a bluebird give the fall note. 

Sav/ a sharp-shinned hawk. He gave a 
note like keyty-u -u-k . 

Saw a pair of sharp-shinned hawks by Seeley 
Greek. They were male and female. 

This afternoon I went up on the hill. 

A sparrow hawk flew down in the grass for 
something and then lit in a tree. He flew off in 
a little while. It was a male. In a little while 
he flew by again. He sailed. He made no soundo 
Saw two crows flying around. They were so high up 
that they looked like specks. 

Tonight I heard a robin singing over by Mrs. 
Petteys. Its breast was very red. 
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APJ3IL. 

April 1 , 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning I heard a song sparrow and 
several meadowlarks singing. The song sparrow 
was the one that was here last year. It was 
down hy the ditch. I went down. It was in a 
little boxelder tree. It sang twice and 
then flew off. A prarie horned larks song 
sounded creaky beside it. 

After breakfast I went down to the ditch 
again. Saw a pair of robins courting. There 
was a perceptable difference in thier breasts. 

The male v/ould utter a few hardly audible chweeps 
and the female v/ould fly at him in a rage . 

Then he would go on. Finally they flew off. 

The female always ran after the male whenever 
he approached. He lit on a fence that was 
not painted and I could hardly distinguish him 
as he had his back towards me. 

The robins are thick now. I hear them 
calling from all over. Went on ana saw a 
meadowlark. It was singing from a post. It 
dropped down into the grass and then flew up 
again. 

A crow flew over. A crow's flight is 
flapping. They do not close the wing- at the 
joint. 

Some bluejays came for acorns. One flew 
towards me. Thier flight is flapping. 

Then I went home. 
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APRIL 

April 1, 1900 - Sunday * 

V/ent down to the island this afternoon. A 
Chicadee was singing away as if trying to outdo 
the white-breasted nuthatches. 

Next I saw some strange birds; I looked at 
them for some time but finally one turned towards 
me. 

They were Tree Sparrows. They were singing. 

The song sounded like twetl twetl sweet toot l 
tootl s weet swoo see see chini chim u see tool 
j'o'o'l T It was a very sweet song. 

The two notes in it _su and tool were indrawn. 

Saw a robin wooing. He would sing a little 
in a low tone and then the female would run at him 
and fight him. I noticed though that he did 
his share of the fighting after she began. 

Finally she answered him and then they began to 
feed. 

The Tree Sparrow sang quite a while but not 
very loudly. They had a black spot on the 
breast. His plumage hung loosely and his tail 
was straight down. 

Another answered it and they kept it up for 
some time. One flew over nearer the other. 

Some parts of the song sounded like a robin. 

I seated myself on a log to watch them. One of 
the singers went away. The other flew to another 
branch and sang on the way. 

It sang for about two minutes once. The 
common note was like tsip . There were about 2^of 
them. Three were feeding auite near me. 

A small flock of redpolls flew over. The 
singer stopped and looked up to see what they were. 
They hopped. In singing they v/ent in trees about 
6 or 10 feet up. Then nearly a dozen crows flew 
over. 

The tree sparrows did not pay much attention 
to the trains. 
































They generally began to sing with a loud note 
like twoi twoi twoi. The rest of the song was 
quite subdued. I think that they sing as loud 
here as they do in the nesting grounds. 

A Robin behind me set up a loud kimp and they 
were still instantly. They gave the note all the 
time. If one got too near another they fought. 
They would chase each other just as Juncos do. 

Went on farther and heard a Flicker give a 
loud cuh cuh cull . On the way home I heard a song 
sparrow singing. 

Went after my knife that I left on a log. 

Fast sunset. Robins, prarie horned larks and and 
8ong sparrows were singing before going to sleep. 
Then all became silent. 

April 2, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning after breakfast saw a Phoebe on 
Dockhams barn. It said phoe-be Pho-be . The first 
with a rising and the second with a falling in¬ 
flection. It flew over to Patterson's barn and 
fluttered up under the eaves as if to look at its 
nest. Mat Engel and I saw another Phoebe on 
Draper's bam. 

Song sparrows were singing all over. 

Three meadowlarks flew over by the ravines. 

They said zeet . Some English sparrows were going 
to build in the red-headed woodpecker’s hole, but 
he chased them away. 

A killdeer gave a loud tweep from the ploughed 
ground. 

A male bronzed grackle lit on the red-head’s 
stub and chtlcked for a while. 

Then a big flock of redpolls flow over. Saw 
the red-headed woodpecker catching flies on the 
w *ng. Down by the bend we saw a male marsh hawk 
flying along the plowed land. 

Across the way a red-winged blaei'ibird flew 
Over giving a note like tseur. 





































Across Seeley Creek a junco ms singing. It 
sounded like a tree sparrows song. A Phoebe was 
in a tree in an open pasture. It finally flew 
to a house. 

As we approached the Bluffs a pair of marsh 
hawks were making love. They had their wings 
around each other and were flapping them, '..e hid 
behind a fence but they flew off. 

The juncos were singing all together. They 
were about a little brook that ran down the rocks 
and it made a pleasant sound, taking song and 
brook together. 

One of the Marsh hawks screamed several 
times but the birds paid no attention to it. 

T he juncos were rather shy. 

I whistled to a Chicadee and it came up close 
to me. The Phoebe ms in a tree above us. 

The white-breasted nuthatches song can be 
imitated by whistling. 

About 15 Cedar Waxwings flew over about noon. 
They circled around some. Then we went home. 

The birds became still in the afternoon, ex- 
) cepting nuthatches. 

April 3, 1900 ~ Tuesday. 

This before breakfast I saw three lied winged 
Blackbirds flying towards Udell's Marsh. 

Went down in the fields. Song sparrows were 
singing from all over. Suddenly I distinguished 
another strain. It came again and I knew that it 
was Vesper Sparrow. It was over near the same 
place at which I saw the first last year. 

Went down to the hitch. A number of song 
sparrows were in it. They gave an alarm note like 
tsip and not the usual chimp. 

It began to rain and one of them flew up on a 
post 20 feet and began to sing. 

One lit on a clod on some plowed ground and 

0 stood there for some time. I think that it thought 
that I did not see it. Then I went home. 

Y/ent down in Tim Hackett's woods after break¬ 
fast with Art Hudt{ and Per«y Knapp. The woods 
were full of Juncos and Tree Sparrows. 


























Heard a Chipping Sparrow sing. 

Found a red-eyed vireo’s nest. 

A Phoebe was catching flies near the ground. 

It gave a note like tchip . 

On our way back we saw a big hollow tree. As 
we approached out flew a Barred Owl. It w'as a 
white Elm about 4 feet through. It has split in 
too and rotted about 20 feet from the base. The 
hole was 4 feet deep and was open on one side. In 
this hole was one white egg. It was laid on the 
wood. It was as large as a hen's egg. We did not 
disturb it. The Owl flew to a tree and then went 
farther. Some crows saw her and began to worry her 
The nest was in the deep woods. It was swampy 
there. 

Then we went home. 

Went down to the nest this afternoon. The 
old Owl was sitting with her side to the opening. 

S he did not see. The other one hooted. I had 
hidden myself under a log. It gave a lound sauel 
like ng-yau. 

On my way home I saw a flock of about 20 red¬ 
winged blackbirds flying towards Udell’s Marsh. 

April 4, 1900 - Wednesday . 

This morning before breakfast 1 saw a bluejay 
catching insects on the wing. 

Went up the railroad track to the bridge, tinn¬ 
ed there and followed the river for some distance. 
Several red-winged blackbirds were trying to out- 
sing one another. 

Went up to the graveyard. Heard a Phoebe give 
a note like swet. 

Went up on the hill and saw a Junco white¬ 
breasted.Nuthatches.were singing. 

On my way home I flushed a ruffed grouse. 

I see it nearly every time I go there. 

Went hunting this afternoon. 

I^own in Maine's woods I heard a killdeer be¬ 
hind a brushpile. Then a goldfinch called and I 
heard several indrawn notes I knew that it was 
some bird that could mock others. It was quite a 
nice song. I approached and out flew a bluejay • 






















Several song sparrows had gathered to hear it. I 
was rraich surprised. 

It flew to an oak and mocked a killdeer 
closely. 

On my way home I heard a froglike note. I 
looked up and a large bird lit just above. It 
looked like a shrike but it had too long a tail. 

The wings had the white markings. I think that 
it was a mocking bird. Went home and got my 
glass. When I got buck I saw some robins and 
several song and tree sparrows. 

A robin sang in a low tone repeating each 
note several times. 

Some meadowlarks were singing. The full 
song sounded like take your girl and sell her. 

The song is sometimes cut off short. 

Heard some killdeer and hunted for a dry placel 
to sit itp There were two. They stood perfect¬ 
ly still for about 10 minutes. Thenone shook his 
head prettily and preened his feathers, and 
finally sat down. He did the last twice. The 
other ran down to where another sat and he got up. . 
When one would get anywhere near anothers legs 
he would promptly back up aways. 

Their common note was t v/eep ep eep tweep 
weep . It was a talking note. It" was also an 
alarm note. One squatted on its chest as though 
in a nest, and the others came up by it. Every- 
time I moved they would stay motionless for a few 
moments. They gave a note like weep weep . After 
a while they flew off. After they lit I heard 
one give a short killdeer , killdeer . 

Went on up to where the killdeer were. 
Watched them for awhileand then made a drawing 
of the track. The tracks are about 2-l/2 inches 
apart. The heel does not show in the track. 

A meadowlark was feeding beside a cow. 

I got behind the cow and watched the lark. It 
sang when I was only 20 feet away. Then it 
recognized me and flew off. 





























The vesper sparrows were singing. 

A prairie horned lark was feeding in front of 
where I sat on a stone. It scratched with "both 
feet together. It staid feeding in one place for 
some time. 

The meadowlark came "back and I did not stir. 
Did not notice me. It sang. 

Next a redpoll flew over. Then I went home. 

Tonight after supper a great "blue heron flew 
over the corn. It went towards the half moon. 


April 5, 1900 - Thursday. 

This morning I saw a flock of redpolls. I 
thought that they had gone north. 

Some red-winged blackbirds were singing down 
below. 

After breakfast I v'ent down the track to the 
bridge. Saw a vesper sparrow on a post. Its 
alarm note was tseep or tseet . Its song was 
your pair pair pair pair sweet s weetie sweet sweet 
sweit sweet 3i sa. The last is hard to represent. 
One alarm note was a kissing tchuck . 

Frightened up a mourning dove that was feeding 
on the track. 

Heard a bluejay give a talking note like glad 
to meet ye. 

Saw af^Sparrow in the brush. It gave a note 
like t chuck too. Heard a tree sparrow sing. 

A kingfisher flew over rattling. 

Heard a bluejay singing again today. It sound¬ 
ed like some of the smaller sparrows. One gave a 
note like kr-r-r-rk, and jounced up and down while 
giving it. 

The fox sparrows song sounded like wheet wheur 
wheet wheur e wheur e whee whee wheur . It is loud 
and ringing Tike the Orioles. 

The downy woodpecker has the same loud note 
like skitter itter r-r * I heard a female give. 

She drank some sap _ 

Eackett’s woods I heard <te A laughing wick v/ick wick 
wick in a loud tone. 













































Walked, past where the barred owl’s nest was. 
She was sitting with her head to the east so that 
the sun’s rays would not strike her eyes. The 
other time she faced west but that was in the 
afternoon. She half opened her eyes as I passed. 

A little junco was singing and eating at the 
same time. 

Went over by the half moon. A crow lit in 
front of me in a tree. I pointed a stick at 
him and he flew off. 

Heard a mourning dove coo. 

Saw some long-billed marsh wrens. They were 
singing but I could not catch the song. I was 
looking for one when it bobbed up nearly at my 
feet. 

Saw several brown creepers. They never go on 
the branches of a tree. Always on the trunk. 

They are so restless that it seems as if they 
got nothing to eat. Some crows were pestering 
another barred owl. They flew off and the owl 
with them as I approached. Then 1 went home. 

Went to Baraboo this afternoon. 

Saw a horned lark in the road. The yellow 
was quite marked. 

Some crow3 were feeding in a field. They 
were not afraid. 

On the way back some red-headed woodpeckers 
were fly catching. They would fly uut, hold 
their wings stiff for an instant, and then come 
back. 





April 6, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning before breakfast I went down to 
the ditch. 

Heard a song sparrow give an alarm note, like 
tsink. 

About 80 robins flew over going north along 
the valley. They straggled along in flocks of 
20 or more. 

They called to each other all the time. 

Some tree sparrows were there too. If one 
got too near a song sparrow the song sparrow 
would run at it and chase it off. 























The tree sparrow tried to sing hut the other 
would not let him. Another small flock of robins 
flew over and all were singing. They were about 
150 feet up. The robins on the ground seemed 
to be much agitated. 

This afternoon I went dov/n to the barred owl's 
nest. It had two eggs in it. Saw a flock of 
about 20 rusty blackbirds. They were singing. 

The yellow eye was a prominent feature. 

Saw a sparrow hawk fly over. It gave a note 
like killy killy killy. 


April 7, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning a kingfisher flew over. This is 
the second one that I have seen. 

went down to the island after breakfast. The 
thickets were ringing with bird songs— The Pox 
Sparrow, the Tree Sparrow, and the Song Sparrow. 
The loud rising Oriole like Fox Sparrow's song 
was the most noticeable. They were rather shy. 

The tree sparrows were the tamest for they sang 
only a few feet away. The fox sparrows song 
was so cool. It reminded me of a cool wood in 
the summer time, with water running through it. 

They scratch the dead leaves over briskly in 
search of seeds. One that I watched was still 
so as not to be noticed. They are silent when 
feeding. 

Went around by the bridge. Saw a pair of 
Phoebe's. They twiched their tails up and down 
all the time. They were fly catching. They fleu- 
out and came back without sailing. They 
fluttered their wings in a peculiar manner. 

Saw several fox sparrows scratching in the 
leaves. 

I heard a peculiar song and following it up 
saw that it was a white-eyed vireo. I tried to 
get a description but could not. 

It was very restless and fluttered around after 
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ns ects. It is smaller and had a shorter 
tail than a warbling vireo. One of the barred 
owl’s hooted bub the other did not answer. Saw 
a cowbird across the river in a tree. It was 
a male. He gave the song and a note like stee 
to the first syllable of which is indrawn. 

The junco has a song almost like that of a 
chipping sparrow. As I entered T. Hackett's 
woods I heard a song sparrow v.ith wonderful vocal 
power. It gave trills and notes with endless 
variety. 

The hairy woodpecker gives a note like kle 
kle kle . It is a conversational note. Some¬ 
times the notes are run together so that it 
makes a rattle like that of a kingfisher. Heard 
a field sparrow singing across the river. A 
female hairy woodpecker was hunting on the ground. 
If any leaves were in the road she would stick her 
bill through them and throw them over her heud. 

Saw a pair of yellow-bellied woodpeckers. The 
male was digging holes in maple trees. They 
rattled to each other, not fast but tapped slowly, 
when they got in the same tree they bobbed and 
bowed to each other and gave a loud laughing kia 
kia kia . The drumming was 8 or 10 taps long. 

One flew down close to me. Its wings hum when it 
flies. It was the male. He had tapped a black 
barked maple. Those have the sweetest sap. He 
had only drilled two holes. They were as smooth 
as thought taken out with a punch. He had drilled 
between the ridges of the bark. 

Heard a white-eyed vireo sing. Parts of the 
song sounded like that of a warbling vireo. 

Went over and visited the barred owl’s nest. 

The old one looked at me and then closed her eyes 
again. The maple had three holes in it when I 
came back. 

A white-eyed vireo sang for about five minutes. 
It paused a little once in u while to snap at 
insects. It was still when it sang. 





















Saw an English Sparrow flycatching by the 
Woodman Hall. It went straight out and flutter¬ 
ed an instant and then dropped head down to the 
ground. The white-eyed vireo’s alarm note is 
chit chitit . It sounds something like an 
English sparrow, f 1 ' 

This afternoon 2 redtailed hawks were 
circling around, soon another joined them and 
another and another so on until there were 9 of 
them. They flew north. One went up so high 
that I could hardly see it. 

Apri1 8, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning before breakfast I went down 
in the fields. Saw two bronzed grackles flying 
around. 

Saw a red-winged blackbird. He gave three 
alarm notes, chuck tunk and a whistled tseiu r. 

Then I went homeT 

Went over in the sugar bush this afternoon. 
Heard a phoebe give an alarm note like tsip tsip 
per . 

Saw a lot of ruby-crowned kinglets. 

Their underparts were whitish; back and wing 
dark olive green; one white wing bar; primaries 
and band on the secondaries black, tail notched. 
Common note see see. Its song was like see see 
sita sweep etfT It was a sudden outburst. It 
was very resTless. They were about as large 
as a white-eyed vireo. It hardly ever came be¬ 
low the tops of the 15 foot saplings, and would 
fly down to the bottom branch of a tree and work 
up. It had a curious habit of turning its head 
and looking up. 

Its note was something like that of a 
chicadee. While watching them I scared up one 
of the barred owls. It was only about 20 feet 
above me. Saw the yellow-bellied sapsucker 
driving his wells in a black maple. They are 
generally silent, excepting when two got to¬ 
gether. 

Went over and looked at the barred owl’s 
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nest. Che old. one flew out. She carried her 
legs trailing at first and then drew them unuer 
her. She lit on a limb and walked along an 
then flew off. They hooted after a while 

and one flew towards the other. It gave a note 
like wack how . The hoot is who who who whoo wha 

who who whoo whoo. 


The robins were around there but were not 
afraid. The old slipped in while I was not 
looking and as after half an hour had passed * 
approached the tree; she flew out. I climbed 
a small butternut until 1 could see into the nes 
and saw that there were still only two eggs in 1 
Out by the road I saw a chicadee. It gave a 
note like tsee-chic-a-dee-dee-dee. It picked 


some dried leaves to pieces for cocoons. 

I noticed thut the woodpeckers,nuthatches 
and chicadees have gone off by themselves and do 
not stay together or come to town now. ihen 
went home. 



Afvril 9. 1900 - Monday . 

Saw another flock of robins going north 
again this morning. I think that they were 
migrating. 

Anril 10. 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning I thought that some bird.was 
looking at my bird house, but it was a robin. 
It sat there for some time. It is cold and an 

east wind is blowing. 

Tonight after school I saw a white-eyed 

vireo hunting in the trees by Carpenter’s. 
Though he was in the woods and no one near. 
They are a plump bird. This one gave no notes. 



April 11, 1900 ~ Wednesday . 

This noon I heard a chicadee give a note 
like cheet-a-day . I was going up the back steps. 




























It was snowing hard. I stamped a little and 
a robin flew from under the platform. 

Saw another robin tonight tov/ards dark. 


Ap ril 12, 1900 ~ Thursday . 

This morning 1 made a slight railing 
around a large board and covered it with wheat, 
crumbs and sunflower - seeds. After a while some 
English sparrows came. They would flutter down 
and hang for an instant and then go back up 
without alighting. Two lit in the snow and 
then flew up again. They ate snow. 

Saw a robin this morning. It had all its 
feathers fluffed out. 

Heard a meadowlark sing tonight. I should 
think that this snow would be cold for ground 
birds. It is melting fast but more falls. 

April IS, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning it is still snowing a little. 
Went down on ^oherjsty’s land. A great number of 
robins, blackbirdsV and vesper sparrows and juncos 
had collected on a bare slope to feed. 

One rusty blackbird was walking hurriedly 
about. He flew up on a post and sang. He did 
everything hurriedly as though he was going away 
soon. The song was something like a red-winged 
blackbirds, only higher and faster. 

Went down to the same place after break¬ 
fast. Carried along some wheat and scattered it 
around. 

A robin was sitting on a fence over a pond. 

It suddenly fluttered down and stuck its bill in 
the water. It did this several times. It must 
have been capturing larvae. A flock of about 
50 robins were scattered around feeding. 

Two meadowlarks were singing at each other. 

Suddenly a flock of about 25 rusty black¬ 
birds swept by me and lit on the ground. Two 
fought while flying. Then they flew up in a tree 


















and sung altogether. 

Three male bronzed grackles flew over singing. 

The rusty blackbirds flew over to where the 
wheat was• They were all males. The plumage was 
a uniform glossy black. Iris white, i'he iris 
would be noticed when the bird is flying. Three 
were sitting on a fence, one after another. They 
fluffed out their feathers, opened their wings, 
and bowed forward so far that they nearly lost 
their balance, giving at the same time a song 
bub lo um tsee. It was exactly like a cowbird. 

The phoebe lit in a tuft of grass once. 

Heard a mourning dove coo. 

V/ent into Eoherjty’s barn to watch some 
bronzed grackles that v/ere below a window. They 
walked around picking over sticks and things for 
worms. l'hey chased the robins out of the way. 

They walked fast. They were males and had a 
yellow iris. One of them stopped and looked all 
around. Then he fluffed out all his feathers and 
spread his wings and tail and gave an indrawn 
song like tsee-la-her . Then he laid his feathers 
close to his body and went on. They moved their 
and bobbed while walking. 

Two juncos were out there. They would jump 
foward and then back, raking out seeds. The last 
time with their claws which they dragged. They 
hop. 

Saw 1 redpoll. The female* busty, is slate 
color and is darker above. Then 1 went home. 

Went down again at noon. I had started 
through the fence when I saw a pair of killdeer 
below by the pond. Whenever I moved on gave a 
warning tweep tweep. They hunted around and 
picked things out.the water, finally one flew with 
decurved wings like a sandpiper over the faice to 
another pool. A bronzed grackle was hunting in 
the grass by the further fence. It flew up once 
in a while and gave an alarm note like chtlck 
twitching its tail and bobbing its head. 

Then I went home. 


























April 14, 1900 - Saturday. 

Went "dovm*' , 5ack~o? Doherfty’s This morning, 
before breakfast. The robins and blackbirds had 
all left. The meadowlarks were singing and as 
I approached them they would turn their backs to 
me. It was hard to see them then. 

Watched the phoebe again. It held its tail 
up so as not to get it wet, when it went down 
for larvae but dipped its feet in. 

Heard a red-winged blackbird give an alarm 
note like chtlt . There is one pair of red-wings 
that build dov.n there. A male is there now and 
you can hear his kong quer - ee at almost anytime 
of the day. Then i went home. 

At noon I saw a flock of about 10 bronzed 
grackles. They flew north. 

This afternoon Percy and ^ went down to 
the barred owl’s nest. There were still two eggs 
in it. The old owl kept an eye on us all the 
time. A man was shooting at them but did not 
hit them. 

I got a feather from a limb. It was about 
5-l/2 inches long and the vanes were soft and 
downy at the tip, it was buffy and the rest was 
grey. Then I went home. 

Tonight a heavy wind was blowing. I saw a 
bronzed grackle trying to balance himself on the 
top spray of a Norway spruce. He finally took 
a low perch. 

April 15, 1900 - Sunday. 

This npxm the valley 'is filled.’with a dense 
fog. I went down to Doherety’s. As * approched 
about 4 meadowlarks were flying around and fight¬ 
ing. They gave a sputtering note of alarm and 
anger like spzee-et-et. Then I went home. 

After breakfast I went down in the fields; 
meadowlarks were flying around. One sang while 
sailing, anotherlit in the grass and then 
stretched up to look at me. 

One sang while only about 10 feet away. 

One gave a call note like sweet. 

Saw a flicker on the ground,it hopped. 


























Kaine’s woods were full of tree sparrows. 
They were all singing. There must have been 
150 or more of them. Saw several fox sparrows. 

One sang 50 feet from the ground and another 
answered it from a brushpile. Saw quite a large 
flock of rusty blackbirds. I have seen it 
several times. 

Heard a bluejay give a conversational note 
like punk a wal lah. 

Saw a phoebe getting larvae and insects 
from the river. 

If a fox sparrow thinks that it is not seen 
it will sit perfectly still. I looked at one 
for sometime. 

Saw a number of redwinged blackbirds in 
Seeley's marsh. Then I went home. 

Y/ent down by the railroad bridge afternoon. 

Saw several juncos in the woods. They were 
singing. 

I heard a spattering noise down by the river 
and looking up saw a dusky duck fly off. 

I followed it but did not see it. 

There were several English sparrows in the 
woods when I found that I could not see the duck 
again. I thought that I would go out by the 
wagon bridge and back around.As I neared the 
b^rdge I heard a tapping noise.by the road, and 
sat down to wait until the author should appear. 
IK made a slight noise and a chicadee appeared. 
Y/ent around to see what it was doing and to ny 
surprise it was excavating a nesting cavity. It 
was in a willow stub 3-l/2 inches through and 
nearly 6 feet from the ground. I went over by a 
stump near the river to watch it. 

Two mourning doves flew out of a tree. 

The chicadee started to go in once but a 
foot-passenger scared it away. 

A meadowlark lit in a tall tree and sang. 

It gave a squeaking song such as they do when 
fighting. 

























The chicadee came hack. It went in and 

1 could see its tail move in the entrance. It 
would throw pieces out of the hole and take 
small ones in its hill and fly out v/ith them. 

It went off and stayed a minute once in a while. 

I went up and examined,it^ was hout an inch 
across at the entrance and widened out to about 

2 inches. It was dry pithy wood. The pieces 
were scattered around he low. The chicadee had 
come to close to the outside in one place as a 
ray of light testified. 

Went over and climbed up to a downy woodpecker 
nest. A chicadee had built in it. The nest 
was made of feathers and grass and hark and 
completely filled the opening. The bottom was 
of roots and one piece had Jeeves on it. The 
debris in it of insectwings, crickets 
•gs, one hazelnut with a hole in it, put there by 
Hesperorwjs, and part of an acorn suggest very 
well whai. they fed on. 

Went on across the bridge and around. Found 
another hole but did not see the owner. I think 
that it belonged to a white breasted nuthatch. 

Saw a pair of bluebirds out over the river on a 
stub, but could not get out to look for a hole. 

Saw both of the yellow-bellied woodpeckers across 
the river. 

Found another big nest in a stub but did 
not see the owner. It must belong to a hawk or 
an owl. It was built of twigs in a hole. 

Heard one of the yellow-bellied woodpeckers 
drum and the other answered with a thin note 
like Kia . It sounded like two trees rubbing to¬ 
gether. 

Found another nest. Heard one of yellow- 
bellies give a note like kree-ah kreeah kreeah . 

It suddenly flew over to where its mate wav, 
giving a note like quee quee quee and a loud ring¬ 
ing deur. It bobbed up and down like a flicker, 
giving a note like cow cow cow , and then flew off 
giving a note like chicky chicky chicky uttered 
very fast. 


















There were two males and one female. One 
gave a note like whee tchick. The first note in¬ 
drawn and the second of a kissing nature. 

Found another chicadee’s nest. It was 
finished all hut the lining. It was in a stub in 
a pool of v/ater. The ground for some distance 
around was covered with chips. 

To my sorrow as I put my finger in the hole 
my foot slipped and the side was torn off. When 
I went home I went on a ride with father to the 
southwest. For the first mile or so horned larks 
of both species we re common. Then we entered some 
flats and meadowlarks and vesper sparrows were 
singing from fence and tree. 

At a farm house where we stopped the English 
sparrows were roosting on a straw stack. Heard 
the whisttied bob-white of the quail for the first 
time this year. It was some distance off. 

On our way home a sparrow hawk dropped from 
his perch to the ground, probably for a mouse 
but did not find it. 

After it was nearly dark and other birds 
had gone to roost vesper sparrows and robins 
could be heard singing. Then we went home. 

April 16, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning it rained quite hard. Before 
school I veqtdown to repair the chicadee’s nest. 
Took some bark and twine. The bark covered the 
side nicely and I put an entrance hole in it and 
then tied it on. 

I saw the yellow-bellied woodpecker flying 
around and calling. 

The brush by the road was full of juncos, 
tree sparrows and fox sparrows. They were all 
singing. 

Song also sang. 

'.Then I got home a bronzed grackle was on 
the school belfry. The English sparrows were much 
disturbed about it. A pair of sparrows are trying 
to build in one of my bird houses. 



















April 18, 1900 - Wednesday . 

Thi s morning aflock of at out <25 ducks 
flew over the town and lit in the river. I could 
not distinguish the species. 


April 18, 1900 - Wednesday . 

This morning as I was pumping the water a 
cliff swallow flew over. It acted as if it 
was tired. 

Went down on Doherety’s and seated myself 
on a hoard. I had scarcely done so when three 
robins lit by me. There were two males and a 
female. He hopped with back towards her and 
with spreading tail, singing softly all the 
time. I made a move for my opera glass and they 
flew off with notes of alarm. 

A vesper sparrow came and sang beside. 

The meadowlarks were giving a call note like 
whoip. It was indrawn. A flicker gave a loud 

laughing wick wick w ick wick . 

Three or four bluebirds flew around 


It called 


calling to each other. 

The Phoebe was down there yet. 

a little. _ 

After breakfast I went down in *• 
Hackett’s woods. As I was going over the bridge 
a flicker stuck its head out of a hole in an old 
stub. It was a female. They have used the same 
hole for two years now. This being the second. 

I examined the chicadees nest but they had not 
used it. It has been raining and they could 
not get <^ry material. 

The ye How— bellied woodpeckers were in 
evidence today. They seemed to be inquisitive 

and came quite close. 

Saw one hairy and a downy woodpecker.^ 

One of the yellow-bellied woodpeckers tapped 
a basswood tree. I was watching some kinglets 


feed on something whidithey got from the 























■blossoms and one of the yellow-bellied wood¬ 
peckers did the same. Suddenly I saw a female 
ruby-crowned kinglet not four feet away. It 
was hunting in a gooseberry bush and flitting 
its wings and moving all the time. It looked 
at me and I saw that it v/as not afraid. It 
would pick something from a bud and then fly 
out and get an insect with an audible snap. 

Went over across the river by the railroad 
bridge. Found another nest in a willow stub 
near the first. It was on the under side of 
the limb and I think that it belongs to a white¬ 
breasted nuthatch; as they were auanking around 
a large flock of rusty blackbirds flew over and 
lit in the woods. They were singing. This seems 
to be more of a wood bird than its congeners. 

I see it frequently in the woods feeding and 
singing. 

A belted kingfisher by the river flew off 
with a loud rattle. Then I went home. 

This afternoon I saw an English sparrow 
go into my Martin house with a straw. It was a 
male. I am not going to let it build. 

Tonight after school Percy and I went down 
to the barred owl’s nest. 

We put a stub up against it and Percy went up 
it. I wanted an egg for my collection. He 
dropped it into my hat. 

I went home and spent 1 hour blowing it. 

It had the main part of the embryo well formed. 

It washed off well. Before it was all dirt. 

There was one little hole in it. The shell was 
pushed in and the owl must have done it with her 
claw. 

She flew off with her feet hanging. After 
we left they hooted and went back on the nest. 

April 19, 1900 - Thursday. 

This morning I put a board over the two 
bottom holes of my Martin house and am going to 














redhead 


leave it there until the purple Martins come 
hack. The English sparrows are trying to build 
in it. 

Chipping sparrows are here in considerable 
numbers this morning. They are in full song. 

Before I had seen only one. 

At recess I saw a male purple martin. It 
was floating with its head to the wind. It staid 
still. It moved its wings and tail to balance. 

This noon I was going along by Mr. Grey’s. 

A robin flew up and lit in a tree. It had its 
bill full of grass. The male came too. Then 
she deposited it on a limb. Another male came 
and was chased away. ¥hen I went to school a 
bluejay flew out of a tree by Mrs. Lyons. I 
looked up and saw a nest. Another bluejay flew 
off from it. It screamed when it got a long way 
off. I did not examine it as the boys were at 
school. 

I pulled the blue jays nest out of Mrs. Lyons 
tree tonight. It had no eggs. It was made of 
string, plum branches, pine branches and twigs, 
paper, both tissue and common .and chicken feathers 
The nest was well hidden in the branches of a 
pine about 8 feet from the ground. 

After supper 1 found another bluejay*s nest 
in one of Mrs. Ruseel’s Norway spruces. I know 
now what they were doing in the tree. They give 
those notes to make love and while building the 
nest. It was about 20 feet from the ground. I 
let it alone. 


Saw 


One 


April 20, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning I went down in thefields 
another cliff swallow. 

The meadowlark’s were sailing around, 
v/ould hold his wings stiff and sail, give a 
song like his usual one. Down by the river I 
heard a field sparrow sing. In a stub that was 
supported by two trees and hung at an angle of 
about 60 degrees. I saw a hole. It was on the 
underside. Then I went home. 
















After breakfast I went down on the island 
by Elliott’s house. I saw two bluejays building 
a nest in a box elder about 18 feet from the 
ground. They brought twigs and strings and 
arranged them in a circle. One dropped a stick 
close by me and came after it. The other 
crouched down in the nest and I could hardly see 
him. Pound another bluejay's nest in a Norway 
spruce by KcCoy’s. It was about 12 feet from 
the ground. It had the foundation finished. 

Saw a red-headed woodpecker fly for some 
distance. It caught insects on the way. 

While watching the first woodchuck** I 
saw the first bam swallow of the year. Climbed 
up and looked in the' woodpecker's hole on the 
island and the stuff in it had been arranged in 
the nest. 

Saw a yellow-bellied woodpecker. It was 
rather tame and was tapping a basswood tree. 

Saw a male hairy woodpecker. I have not 
seen a male for some time. 

Several species of blackbirds were here 
and I saw a white-eyed vireo. Climbed up and 
looked at the crows nest in the swamp maple. It 
had not been touched. 

Heard a robin give a thin note see-see 
while wooing his mate. 

Then I went to school. 

Tonight about dark 1 heard a killdeer 
calling and went down in the fields. I saw two 
killdeer. I got very close to one. Suddenly a 
bird jumped up with a loud kichee and flew off. 
Its wing made quite a noise.' It must have been 
a Wilson snipe. I heard it several times. 

Then I went home. 

April 21, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning I rode out in the country. 

Went over in Voecks marsh. There was a crow’s 
nest there but I could not find it. 

Saw a mourning dove and two bluejays. The 
bluejays were builairg a nest. They got material 
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in a brush pile in front of me. They gave the 
love note while getting it. saw a redwinged, 
blackbird sing while flying. 

Crows were flying around and I saw two red- 
tailed hawks. Then I went home. 

Tonight after supper I went down in the 
fields. Heard a quail give the callnote quoi hee . 
Its whistle scared up several song and vesper 
sparrows that were roosting in tufts of grass. 

Saw one killdeer it was quite wild. 

Heard a harsh kiche and saw two Wilson’s 
snipes. They were flying in circles and mounting 
higher all the time. They flew off and after a 
little one came back. Then I went home. 

April 22, 1900 - Sunday. 

Went down in the fields this morning. Pound 
some borings and made a drawing of them. There 
were two kinds of tracks. The Wilson's snipes - 
front toe is longest. They were two and one half 
inches deep. In one place it had run its bill in 
up to its head. The woodcock’s hind toe slasted 
even with the hind toe of the bird. 

Saw a song sparrow flycatching. Pound v/here 
the killdeer had been boring. 

Y/ent on and found v/here something had been 
digging in the side of a little hillock. A kill¬ 
deer rose from beside it so it must have been 
making a nest or digging angleworms. Saw a 
flicker on the ground. ’.Then it flew at every 
glide it jerked up its tail. Noticed that the 
meadowlark flies v/ith spread tail. 

Suddenly I heard a loud killdeer and saw one 
of them dash down beside his mate from high in 
the air. It gave the note all the time. It went 
right on and aid not stop by her. 

Went on back in the woods. Two large birds 
flew up with a whir. I looked at them and saw 
that they were evening grosbeaks. They sat on 
a limb for about ten minutes. Then they flew 
down onto the ground and began to feed on box- 
elder seeds that had fallen to the ground. They 
were male and female. The female was quite 
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suspicious of me. They gave a note tsee tsee 
once. It sounded like a cedar waxwing. Their 
wings showed white while flying. They flew off 
across the river but soon returned. I hunted 
for their nest but did not find it. Vihile 
watching them I saw a song sparrow courting. It 
hovered above the female with its tail spread 
and back towards, singing all the time. She 
flew at him and pulled bis feathers, and made 
him scream. iYhen he lit his tail was still spread. 

Saw three flickers. They flew towards each 
other giving the whick ah note on the wing. 

The grosbeaks began to give the call note ter - 
r-r, and presently 3 more joined them. Went on 
and saw a quail in a brushpile. It gave a low 
alarm note like whoit . Then it flew off with 
booming’ wings. Found 2 more of which one was a 
female. All were in brushpiles. In Fiske’s 
pasture I saw a red-winged blackbird chasing a 
sparrow hawk, gave a note like led in a low tone. 

The blackbird was a male. 

Heard a brown thrasher sing. Then I went home. 

April 23, 1900 - Monday. 

Went down in the fields this morning with Mat 
Encjeln. Saw a number of r® adowlarks and flickers. 

Three brown thrasher were in a tree. They did 
not sing together. 

It mocked a number of birds, as the white¬ 
breasted nuthatch, Maryland yellowthroat, and the 
red-winged blackbird. 

They were rather wild and scattered as I 
approached. One lit above me and when it saw me 
flew off with an alarm note like ewah ewah . 

Saw the evening grosbeaks again. There were 2 
males and 3 females. They were not so wild today. 
They would fly up and sit still and look. They 
called quite a little. 

Some white-throated sparrows were singing. The 
song was like peabody peabody peabody . I did not 
see them. The s ong is a thin high whistle. They 
answered when I imitated it. 
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A Canadian warbler flew down near the 
ground with a note of alarm, and talk like tchit. 
It was rather harsh. The belly and lower breast 
were white; upper breast and sides yellowish, 
streaked with black, sides more heavily streaked 
than breast, throat white, tail medium, notched, 
plumper than a chippy and a little shorter in 
body. 

It hunted around and picked insects from the 
buds and branches. 

Then we went to school. 

The blossoms are out on the trees now. It was 
rather cloudy but not cold. 

The robins are building a nest in the Norway 
spruce west of the house. They are putting in 
mud now. 

The bluejays are building in Mrs. Lyons tree 
again. 

This noon a male purple nartinwas on top of 
Randall’s building. He called and sang and went 
into a hole. Then he flew away. 

In the afternoon I saw a male bronzed grackle 
gathering material for its nest in the fields. 

Tonight I saw some bronzed grackles going to 
roost in Mrs. Pettey’s Norway spruces. They 
sang and chucked a great deal. 

Saw some chipping sparrows in Mrs. Russell’s 
trees. They would get settled and then go out 
again to sing. 



April 24, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning as I was at work in the yard I 
saw quite a flock of evening grosbeaks. I have 
noticed that the male chipping sparrow generally 
has a favorite perch or perches from which to 
sing. Last year one came every evening to an old 
dead tree, leaning against the woodpile, to sing. 
Saw one courting in the live elm. He turned to¬ 
ward the female and bowed to her. She flew at 
him and chased him away. 
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Went down in the fields. Saw the male 
red-winged blackbird and innumerable meadow¬ 
larks. They seem to prefer this place as it 
is quite wet. 

If the song sparrow thinks that it is not 
observed it will keep on feeding. Heard some 
quail and scared a male and a female from a 
brushpile. 

A Wilson’s snipe flew up into the air with 
a loud note. 

I heard the grosbeaks but did not see them. 

Then I went to school. 

This noon the male purple martin was sail¬ 
ing around near my bird house. 

Tonight I saw a chimney swift soaring around 
high in the air. Shot a male bronzed grackle. 
Underparts black with bronze reflections. Band 
around neck crown and sides of fd ea -d steel blue. 
Cheeks and lores black, back and shoulders like 
breast, only more shiny, band on wings blue 
black. One' feather at bend of wing steel blue. 

Rest of wings, undertail coverts and tail black. 

April 25, 1900 - Wednesday . 

This morning the male purple martin went into 
my bird house, went in and called and looked out 
and then flew up on the barn, and looked in that 
one. 

He braced like a woodpecker while looking in. 

He was not very wild. The English sparrows 
seemed to be much disturbed. 

Tonight after supper I went down in the fields 
I started up a spotted sandpiper on Doherety’s 
land. It flew up in the air with a whistled keet 
wdet, and then circled down again. I followed it 
"fork’some time. It was very wild. Finally it lit 
in Fiske’s pasture. I approached behind a tree. 
When I stuck my head out it flew a short distance. 

I managed to draw myself into the tree without 
making much noise. I went on up till about 20 feet 
from the ground and then came slowly around the 












the trunk and seated myself on a limb. It did 
not seem to expect danger from above. I sat 
there watching as it tipped and walked around for 
some time. Then it v;ent to a little hillock and 
went to sleep. By this time it was dark. 1 got 
down and crawled on my hands and knees toward. 

It was wet and I continually set my feet in water. 
At last when but a few feet a killdeer flew over 
and called. It circled around for some time. It 
was his love dance. It turned and twisted and 

then sank to the earth. 

It staid still for some time but the sand¬ 
piper was wide awake. V/hen I tried to come near¬ 
er it flew off. Then I went home. 

April 26, 1900 - Thursday. 

This morning about 5:30 I went down in the 
fields. Down in Doherety's I saw a meadowlark 
courting. The male st ood about 6 feet from the 
female, with half spread wings. He gave the 
sputtering note and tr&mbled his wings. The fe¬ 
male made for him, and he ran before her, half 
running and half flying. 

Then I went home. 

This morning the female riartin came v/ith the 
male. They went in the house and sang. 

After breakfast as I was up in the big maple 
tree male and one female purple martin came. They 
did not notice me. One inspected all the holes. 
Two males lit by the female but she chased them 
off. They were about 12 feet away and I was in 
plain sight. 

Y/ent down in the fields after school. In 
Maine’s woods I scared a pair of Brown thrashers. 
They either walked or hopped. One picked the 
rotten wood from a stump, to get grubs. They 
would run after insects and were not very wild. 

Sa*l a. male Cheewink on the ground. 

It was scratching in the leaves. The thrasher 
chased it. 

Saw a pair of bank swallows. Next I saw a 
white-throated sparrow. It was very tame. It gave 














an alarm note like tseet . It sat still 
when it got in a hush or tree and looked 
around. It was a plump bird, as large as an 
English sparrow. 

Then 4 quails flew up with whirring wings. 

Then I saw a myrtle warbler in the top oi 
an elm. Underparts yellowish stripe across 
breast, black and stripes on sides and breast 
fastened to it the same, belly and throat white 


cheeks black, crown grey, middle of tail white, 
tipped with black, notched. The flight was 
tippy. It gave an alarm note like chip and 
another like tsip . They kept to the tops of 
the tall trees; and my neck was nearly broken 
from looking up. Finally one came down to. 
about 20 feet of the ground. They kept still 
while singing. They hopped from branch to 
branch and hunted around in a rather leisurely 
manner. Once when one flew from one tree to 
another it caught an insect with a loud snap. 

Then the quails began to call giving the 
quoi hee note, louder and louder and ending up 
with kfck o weh kek o weh . 

On""my wayTIome I saw a male marsh hawk hunt¬ 
ing around about 4 feet from the ground. He 
flapped his black tipped wings and then sailed; 
twice he lit on the ground. Then I went home. 


April 27, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning before breakfast I heard several 
Baltimore orioles calling. The soft woods are 
in full bloom now. 

After breakfast I went down in the fields. In 
Fiske's pasture I counted 5 meadowlarks within 
10 rods. 

By the river a male song sparrow lit in a 
wL How in front of me and peeped and peered at 


me for some time. 

Heard a male cheewink give an alarm note like 
to whee in a nasal tone. 

A brown thrasher mocked it. 

The nyrtle warblers are not here today. 
Listened to brown thrashers song for some time. 



















It was like wbour wheur wheur| cutta cutta cutta j 
seepa seepa seepa | utera1 uteralIkil ldeer killdee r^ 
wit v.it' wit wit,1 whits whits wliIt | peter peter j 
eu eu\wheets' v/heets each line represents one 
utterance, after each there was a pause. 

Then I heard a rose-hreasted grosbeak sing 
and hunted him up. 

By the swimming hole I saw three bank swallows. 
I went down the bank and saw where they had been 
digging a nesting hole. It was about tv/ice as 
wide as it was high. They flew close by me giving 
an alarm note like zweet . They were smaller than 
the other swallows. They were quite tame, as I 
was going to school a species of shorebird that 
I did not know flew over (Wilson’s snipe). 

Went fishing this afternoon. Saw the bank 
swal lows again. They were quite tame. Heard 
the evening grosbeaks. Saw the spotted sandpiper. 

Saw a bluejay getting the meat from acorns. 

Saw a white-breasted nuthatch pound a worm and 
then eat it. Then I went home. 

I was told t onight that the sparrows and 
martins had a fi^it over the bird house. 

April 28, IS00 - Saturday . 

This morning Jim Sedjey, Clarence hook and I 
went down across the river. We saw a barn 
swallow getting mud for its nest. It dug it out 
with its bill. Then filled its mouth and then 
flew off to Voll’s barn with it. 

Went on down by the bend, saw a quail. 

Heard a'tapping noise and saw a flicker 
chiselling out an old hole for his nest. It was 
the male. It was enlarging the entrance. He 
tapped along and then hopped up. 

A sparrow hawk gave a loud kilI-€tki11-d C 
kill-Q£ .and flew around with wings curved like a 
spotted sandpiper. The flicker stopped work when 
it heard it. 

Went on and found two red-headed woodpecker’s 
nest. Saw a song sparrow taking a bath. It 
dropped into the water between two logs and then 


































came out. 

Saw another quail. It was under a log. Took 
10 cocoons and a handful of coons hair out of 
an old chicadees nest. 

Saw a number of phoebe's. 

The mourning doves coo is like coo-oo-coo~ah 
coo . 

Found a crow’s nest. They were just building 
it. Saw the barn swallow, getting mud again. 

A chimney swift dipped into the water 3 times. 

It held its wings above its back. 

Then we went home. 

Tonight Clarence and I were out watching the 
purple martins. Suddenly three meadowlarks 
dropped at our feet. They were fighting. One 
sang and another ran behind the woodpile. Then 
they flew off. 

A few days ago I saw a song sparrow with no 
tail. 

April 29, 1900 - Sunda y. 

This morning 1 saw a male rose-breasted 
grosbeak over by Grey's. He sang very sweetly. 

He trilled and pit in extra notes at the end. 

Saw a bluejay eating an acorn. It held it 
under its foot and pounded it. 

This afternoon I went up to the graveyard. 
Chipping sparrows were thick. 

Found a phoebe's nest on a ledge above the 
window in the tool house. The old bird stayed 
on until I was a few feet below her and then 
went off. There were 3 eggs in it. 

Coming back I stopped at Northrup's to get 
a drink. On a board under the eaves of the 
spring house was another^ Phoebe's nest. The 
old one placed some material there and then flew 
off. 

l>own by the creamery I heard some young 
English sparrows in a nest. 

Tonight over by Dockham's I saw an English 
sparrow fly off with a large white hen's feather. 

A robin lit just above me and sang. 














April 30, 1900 - Monday. 

This morning after breakfast T~ went down in 
the fields. Heard the male red-winged blackbirds 
give an alarm note like chgck chfick as I crossed 
to Doherety’s a killdeer ran along in front of me 
and then fell down with outstretched trembling 
wings. She gave anote like tr-r-r-r-r-r. I 
think that she had a nest, but did not find it. 

As I entered Maine's woods I was greeted by the 
sweet quavering song of the white-throated 
sparrow. It was like _I _I peabody peabody peabody . 
They were not very shy. TKey sat still and did 
not twitch like the song sparrow does. Coming 
back I saw a pair of V/ilson's snipe. For a wonder 
they let me get within eye shot. They waded some. 
One was afraid of the other and would fly out of 
its way. It lifted its wing above its back. Then 
1 went to school. 

This recess i went down to the ditch. Saw 
two song sparrows. They gave no notes but sat 
still and twitched around. They were afraid of 
an English sparrow. 

Tonight after school I went down in the field. 
Saw two killdeers. They acted as though I was 
near their nest. They ran around with their 
heads down. Finalley they flew off towards a 
pool of water. 1 followed them and saw a flock 
of Wilson's snipe there. There were 8 of them. 

I managed to get within 12 rod3 and then sat down. 

I took a description of them. 

Breast ochraceous buff, finely streaked with 
black, sides streaked with black, spot on throat 
black, belly white, line through the eye black, 
crown blackish, lores and cheeks white, neck 
brown, bill long, black. 

They always turned towards me. 

One was taking a bath. It sat down in the 
water and fluttered and splashed. They were 
trimming their feathers and feeding but kept an 
eye on me all the time. They would give a hop side- 
wise and hold their wings over their backs if they 




















thought that anything was alive. They gave no 
notes on the ground. 

They were afraid, a killdeer and would run 
out of its road. The killdeer kept them watch¬ 
ful with their calling and finally they rose 
up with a rolling alarm note like ker-r-r-r . 
Their flight was twisting and turning and shoot¬ 
ing up and down. They kept a slight seiriblance 
to a close flock. They lit down below Cook’s. 
There they lit in some grass by a pool. They 
looked some like meadowlarks. I got closer this 
time by crawling along in the cover of some wire 
rolls. They were feeding near some ducks. Then 
I went home. 

Saw a bluejay robbing an English sparrows’ 
nest. They were much agitated but did not offer 
to at lack it. 

Tonight Clarence i/ook showed me a robin’s 
nest in a Norway spruce in their yard. There was 
an English sparrow’s nest in construction about 
a foot below it. The robins paid no attention 
at all to the sparrows. 

lay 

May 1, 1900 ~ Tuesday. 

The male purple martin spends a good deal of 
his time on the church weather vane. YJien he 
sees the female coming he flys out to meet her, 
singing and calling all the time. He always 
lights on the house first. 

This morning Jim Draper showed me a meadow¬ 
larks nest. It had six eggs in it. It was set 
in a little hollow, and the top was a tuft of 
grass lying near level with the ground. It was 
about half roofed over. Thfe old lark ran along 
the ground a short distance and then took wing 
without giving a note. 

The nest contained 6n eggs arranged 3 in a 
line and pointing toward the entrance. Saw a 
pair of barn swallows buildirg their nest in 
Draper’s barn. One alone did the work. The 












other lit near by and stayed till the other left. 
They chas :d a sparrow hawk that was flying 
around. 

Found a bronzed grackle’s nest in one of Mr. 
Lawton's trees. The female was putting the 
lining in of mud. She flew off chucking and 
calling when I looked in. 

Then 1 went to school. 

Mat Engeln and I went up on the hill to find 
a crow’s nest. "iVe climbed several big trees 
but the nests were all old. One was made of 
grapevine bark. 

Heard the purpl e n&rtins up above me but did 
not see them. 

Saw a black and white creeping warbler. It 
sang once or twice. It had two alarm notes as 
tzeet chit. It was not very wild. It called all 
the time. It was about as big as a redstart and 
was very restless. It did not use its tail but 
zig zagged along the trunks and branches picking 
at the bark and occasionally taking a few insects 
on the wing. The woods were second growth oak, 
and the ground was covered with brush. 

Then we went home. 

Tonight I saw several white-throated sparrows 
going to roost in the pines. The robins were 
there too and flew about calling before going to 
bed with the white-throats. 

Went down in the fields. Seated myself by 
an old spring and listened. The killdeer called 
some and 1 heard the Wilson's snipes. They were 
in front of me but I could not see them. Then I 
went home. 

May 2, 1900- Wednesday . 

This morning a chipping sparrow went in the 
barn. Saw an immense flock of about 200 rusty 
blackbirds. They were very wild. They settled 
to feed but some men shouted at them and they 
flew up. There were both males and females. The 
last ones flew over the front ones while feeding. 
They lit on the plowed ground and on the marsh. 
















They sang. Farther on I saw a bird by an 
Orioles nest. It looked in and hopped around it. 

It was a male cowbird. When it saw me it flew 
off. 

Y/ent on over in the woods. Found another new 
hole in a stub. There was nothing in it. In 
the hole on the underside of the stub there was 
nothing. Climbed up and looked in the hole in 
the other stub. There was a nest of rootlets in 
it but I could see no eggs. A pair of small 
birds came scolding around as though it belonged 
to them. I could not tell what they were. There 
was a hole farther up the tree but I could not 
get to it. Then I went Home. (House wren). 

Tonight after supper 1 went down in the fields. 
Saw a male meadowlark that seemed to be much 
excited. I hunted around and found its nest. I 
saw a little round opening and started to put my 
hand in it. W'hen the female flew nearly into my 
face. She ran off slowly with her head down and 
the feathers on her back raised. She gave no 
note. I dropped my cap by the nest and follow¬ 
ed. She led me in a circle for about 8 rods, 
occasionally flying a little. Then she flew off. 

I went back as 1 supposed in a direct line with 
the nest, but I passed about 10 feet from it. It 
was built in under a tussock of oat roots and 
was nearly roofed over. There were 5 eggs 
uniformly spotted with pale cinnamon. The nest was 
well concealed. It faced the west. The male sat 
on a post and gave the sputtering alarm note all 
the time. 

Went on and saw a killdeer. It ran before me 
giving an alarm note like te-te-tit-te-twoip. 

They killdeer are alarms. When one tries to get 
near a bird to watch it if there is a killdeer 
within 20 rods of there it will alarm the other 
birds and you cannot approach them. 

Went down to the bank swallows nest. Both were 
in it. There were no eggs. The hole wa3 as long 
as my arm. Went on to Seeley's marsh. It was 
about 8:00, Heard a song sparrow sing several 
times. 













Heard several sora rails. They gave a loud 
note like peep . On my way home a meadowlark 
flew heavily from under my feet and lit a short 
distance off. I put a piece of paper up to mark 
the place as I thought it had a nest. 

May 5, 1900 - Thursday . 

This morning a bobolink flew over singing. 

I did not see it * Saw a bronzed grackle rob an 
English sparrows nest. The sparrows chirped 
around a good deal. 

Just at dark 1 heard a rose-breasted gros¬ 
beak sing. 

There is one male that is here all the time 
now. ■ 

May 4, 1900 - Friday . 

This afternoon I went over to Skillet Creek. 
Saw a number of vesper sparrows along the road 
and heard several field sparrows sing. Found a 
bank swallows nest. They had just put in the 
lining. 

Heard a western meadlowlark sing. It began 
like the other but ended in a bubbling note. 

Heard several phoebe's around the falls and 
found an old nest. 

Tonight I found an English sparrows nest with 
half grown young in it. It was in a hole. They 
have only laid eggs in the nests that are in 
trees. 


May 5, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning I was watching a male rose¬ 
breasted grosbeak over by Spahrs. It was singing, 
a male English sparrow lit near it and when it 
sang chased it away. 

Went fishing this morning with Hichard Engel- 
mann. Saw a male redstart by the railroad bridge. 
It was singing. Saw several orioles and rose¬ 
breasted grosbeaks and a red-eyed vireo singing. 

Found a bluejays nest with 4 eggs in it. The 
old one stayed until I nearly touched. The woods 
were full of birds singing and calling. 
















Found a mourning doves nest. I slowly 
approached and touched the old ones tail and 
Richard did the same. She did not fly. 

Saw a number of spotted sandpipers across 
the river. They were getting mates but I could 
not see them. 

Y/ent across the river. Saw a number of rusty 
blackbirds and cov/birds. A female cov/bird sidled 
down a root and drank from the river like a 
chicken. 

Heard a warbling vireo sing. 

Heard a rose-breasted grosbeak sing and turning 
around saw that it was singing on the wing. Then 
two more did the same. 

The females are here. Heard some bluebirds and 
saw several. Heard a flicker give the whick-ah 
note on the wing. 

Went back on the peninsula and found a blue- 
jays nest with 5 eggs in it. Two were spotted on 
the small end. The old one sat with her bill 
pointing at an angle of 45 degrees. They hopped 
off and screamed. 

Went back and found a mourning dove's nest 
with 2 eggs in it, in a large pine. The dog 
thought we were after a coon and his barking scared ] 
her off. 

Then we went home. 

May 6, 1900 - Sunday . 

The male purple martin is back here. An 
English sparrow lit on the bird house. The 
martin lit on the house and the sparrow flew away. 
Then two sparrows swept around the corner at him 
but he chased them away, lie gave a note like 
chr-r-r . 

The female martin came after breakfast. Went 
down in the fields. I think that the meadowlark 
has left her nest as the eggs were stone cold 
this morning. They wore both there. The male 
called a little v/hen I approached the nest. 

Down in Lawtons pasture I found a robins nest. 
The old one made quite a fuss. Saw a nair of 
viraos. I think that thej ^ 















when they ccrae. Suddenly a flock of 16 or 20 
bluejays flew over, their wings made a noise. (They 
lit across the river and then all but4 or 5 flew 
sast down the valley. 

Saw a killdeer in fiske’s pasture. I thought 
that it might have a nest in the marsh. I did 
not find it, but I scared up a Wilson’s snipe, 
it gave an alarm note like scaip e. It flew 
straight. I noticed its long bill and its back 
as it flew. 

Saw a kingbird in a clump of willows by the 
river. It caught insects. 

Then I went home. 

Went down on the island this afternoon with 
Richard*Engelmann. 7/e saw a male redstart. It 
Was singing-. Heard a warbling vireo give the 
Squnking song. 

Richard showed me a song sparrow’s nest. The 
female stayed on till we were about 5 feet away, 
and then slipped off without giving an alarm 
note, ihe nest was on the ground under a low 
gooseberry bush. It had 5 eggs. They were bluish 
green spotted with dark cinnamon brown. The fe¬ 
male sat in a thornapple while we looked at it. 

Saw the restart flycatching. It looked like a 
arge hummingbird as it fluttered around. Went 
0n across uhe bridge to Englemann's pasture. 

■ound a bluejays nest with 5 eggs in it. The old 
sat with her bill in the air. 

Saw a catbird. It caught insects on the wing. 

Over by the slough saw a spotted sandpiper, 
it was very tame. It waded and caught things in 
the water. 

In sproul’s woods 1 heard several nuthatches 
and chicadees. Found where a downy woodpecker 
had recently chiseled three holes in a hollow 
tree, one above the other, probably for a nest . 

Saw a male scarlet tanager. It called. It was 
not wild. 

Sa * \ pair of bronzed grackles. They acted as 

ugh they had a nest in a clump of pines. Then 
V/ e went home. 















May 7, 1900 - Monday. 

This morning 'before breakfast 1 went down in 
the fields. 

Heard a bobolink but did not see it. 

Down in Fiske’s meadow a small song sparrow 
ran along the ground and then flew. I .think 
that it came from a nest. I did not find it. 

Looked in the meadowlarks nest. There was no 
bird on it. 

In Lawtons pasture I saw a catbird. It sang. 

I whistled a tune and it sang while I was 
whistling. 

Heard a kingbird calling. 

The warbling vireos were there and one was 
singing. The song resembled that of the red¬ 
eyed vireo’s when it is run together. 

Saw a pair of swamp sparrows in a wet spot in 
Piske’s meadow. They were feeding. 

Then I went home. 

After breakfast went down in the fields 
again. 

Saw 3 male bronzed grackles courting one 
female. One male sat above the others. He would 
open his wings, spread his tail and sing and 
then the others would in turn. Sometimes they 
went through the motions, but did not sing. Saw 
my red-head and his mate. They were across the 
river. 

The female grackle flew down by the ditch in 
Doherety’s and the males all followed her. 

A male bobolink flew over singing. There is 
a song sparrow down here that lias 3 or 4 notes 
in its song that sound like a bobolink. Y/ent 
on and saw two killdeer. 

Saw a redstart and a black and white creeping 
warbler in Maine's woods. I got a description 
of the creeper. 

Underparts whitish, sides streaked with 
black, back and wings black streaked with white, 
line through eye and one in center of crown white, j 
rest of crown black, rest of head whitish, tail 
metLium. I zig zagged around on the trunks and 













limbs keeping within 20 feet of the ground. Its 
claws made a scratching noise on the bark. It 
was silent. 

It began to rain and I went home. 

In town I saw chimney swifts flying around in 
the rain. They were not afraid when it thundered. 

Saw two or three white-crowned sparrows. 



Then I went home 


It has rained all day. This afternCbrf'I heard^ 
a redstart singing. It was a warbler of some 
kind. I could not name it. (Cape May warbler). 

Sav; an English sparrow catch insects on the v ing. 
It rose in the air, got them and then flew to a 
tree. 

Saw a chipping sparrow do the same. V/atched 
a chipping sparrow build its nest. It would get 
a piece of material and fly near the nest and 
after a minute place and then settle in the 
nest for a moment. 

Mat Engeln and I went down in the fields after 
supper. Spotted sandpipers in Fiske’s marsh. 

They were feeding. V/ent over on Doherety's, 
frightened up a bilson’s snipe. Its wings made 
quite a noise. 

Saw a killdeer flapping its wings and acting 
as though it was hurt. I knew that we were near 
its nest by its actions so we began to hunt 
about 10 feet away from the bird. She went off 
and then we hunted on a ridge. Mat said here it 
is. It was about 2 feet from where we first 
saw the bird. There were 4 pointed eggs in. 

They were light buff spotted and blotched with 
black. They were laid in the hoof mark of a 
cow that the rain had rounded off. There was 
only one piece of grass in it. The eggs all 
pointed toward the center. 

Then we went home. 

Tonight I heard a whip-poor-will sing. 

A field sparrow Sang once too. It was pitch 
dark. 



















May 8, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning I saw”that warbler again. It 
was a Cape May warbler. 

Description; breast yellow, sides and breast 
streaked with black; cheeks rufous, streak on 
wing, coverts yellow, wings blackish, back olive 
green streaked with black; throat yellow, streak¬ 
ed like breast, tail notched, underside white. 

It was hunting around in the Norway spruces in 
Pettey’s house. It would pick away for nearly a 
minute in one place. I picked a branch and 
found the end of it covered with plant lice. 

The crown was blackish,line through eye 

black. 

It was quite tame and kept about the middle 
of the trees. It was quite silent when one 
place was picked over, it would look around, sing 
and then go to another. Once when it flew an 
English sparrow was in front of it. It chased the 
sparrow away. 

Tonight after supper I went down to the 
killdeer’s nest. The old one came off and called 
when I was about 5 rods away. I seated myself 
and waited. She would sneak along in the grass 
and then squat as if she had a nest. She did 
that several times staying about 5 minutes in 
each place. 

Then I examined the nest. The hollow was 
lined with a little grass. 

Found a song sparrows egg laying on the 
ground unbroken. Then I found some white horse¬ 
hair and then the nest. There were five eggs 
and one was punctured. A bronzed grackle 
probably had taken the nest north from the ditch 
as the one egg was south of the ditch. Then I 
went home. 

May 9, 1900 - Y/'ed ne sday. 

This morning tlie purple martin is back. Saw 
a male bronzed grackle buildiig its nest. It 
took stuff from an English sparrows nest. 




















Saw a meadowlark give the love song on the 
wing. 

He started from a fence and rose up gradually 
singing on the way until ahout 100 feet up and 
then soared down. 

A pair of chipping sparrows went in the barn. 

I stood by the door and they paid no attention 
to me. 

Saw a male Maryland yellcwthroat in Mrs. 
Hussel’s currant bushes. 

In the meadows I saw a male bobolink. He 
was singing. 

This recess a bluebird lit on the flag staff. 

The male robin has his favorite perches for 
singing. One is the top of the barn and the 
other is Pettey’s box elder. 

Tonight after 3upper I went down in the 
fields. A spotted sandpiper ran along in the 
grass in front of me. I could hardly see its 
back. It matched so well with the grass. Heard 
several Y/ilson's snipe as they jumped up in 
front of me. 

One of the killdeers began to call and the 
other answered it from near the nest. I went 
toward the nest and the old one followed me 
around calling all the time. 

Heard a whip-poor-will up on the hill. 

Then I went home. 

May 10, 1900 - Thurs day. 

This morning I heard a swamp sparrow sing. 

It was by the ditch. The first notes were simple 
and the last were like a harsh rendering of a 
chicadees of sit-a-pul-it-ser . 

Went down in the fields after school and 
found a song sparrows nest with 3 young about 1 
week old, and a cowbird’s egg in it. If it was 
not for the spots you could not tell one end from 
the other. The nest was built in the bank of the 
ditch. The old one slipped off and ran with 
lowered head and neck feathers raised for some 
distance. 




















Noticed while the brown thrashers song is 
indistinct utterances the catbird’s although 
of the same character is run together. 

In the farther side of Maine's woods I saw 
two male redstarts. They were fighting and 
singing. One would give his we e'sa wee sa wee 
sa, and the other would fly at him. Their 
flight was noiseless. They were not at all 
afraid and light just above and flew around as 
I was a stump. 

They fought in the air each trying to rise 
above the other. One note of alarm was jLt or 
chit . Once one started to sing, flew and 
finished on the wing. 

They looked like bantam cocks as they lit 
after fighting with tails above their backs, 
and wings trailing. 

xhen a male chestnut sided warbler flew 
down on a low branch for an instant.about 
this time ;an elm tree is a favorite place for 
birds. 

Vent on and saw the bank swallows. Saw a 
mt le Maryland yellowthroat. He ate a worm and 
was not very restless, upperparts olive green, 
underparts yellow, mask across eyes black, 
edged with grey, tail notched. 

Saw the flock of blue jays again. They were 
probably hunting for nests. Saw a crow bent on 
the same errand. 

Went on to the fields. Some cows were in the 
field with the killdeers nest. She will probably 
have trouble with them. The male attended me 
for some distance calling and squatting as if on 
a nest. 

Saw a Wilson's snipe. It was quite tame. 

They have not been shot at. 

Vhen I got home I found that Glen Hanger had 
brought me a ruby-throated hummingbird. It had 
been in a sack for nearly an hour and a half, I 
took him out and after admiring his bright throat 
let him go. 



















He went in the porch and tried to get out 
the top. I caught him again and took him out 
away from the house. lie lay in my hand with 
out stretched wings for an instant and then 
flew off. He had flown into one of the 
stores. His throat was brilliant ruby red. 

Tonight after supper Jim Seeley and I went 
up on the hill to see the whippoorwill. We 
sat down on some rocks and waited. He began to 
sing back of us. We went carefully back there. 
Once he sang very fast. No doubt to the female. 
We got another seat. Jim saw him fly off. I 
saw the female fly from a tree to the under¬ 
growth. Then he came and lit about 5 rods away. 

I counted 200 repetitions of his song and then 
grew tired of counting. He made one or two 
breaks of about l/4 minute each. The song was 
like whip-por-r-r-ri 1 . The first part v/as in the 
same tone as a purple martin's song, and the 
last was very shrill. 

It was ventriloquial. The first two notes 
sounding from the underbrush and the last from 
the top of a tree. 

Once he sang whip-por and then stopped. 

Then we went home. 

May 11, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning I saw the female robin turn her 
eggs. She sat on the rim of the nest. The male 
came up and sat by her. I think he fed her. 

This morning - the female martin came. The 
male was very excited. The English sparrows have 
begun two nests in the houses on the sides of 
the barn. I fixed a trap to catch them. 

This noon Jim Seeley brought me a barn swallow 
that had flown into the house. I examined it 
and let it go. 

Tonight after school Percy Knapp and I went 
down in the woods by Leiders bridge. 

Saw a male and female cowbird looking at that 
Oriole's nest. 



















The flicker flew up and lit on the stub and 
then went into its nest. 

Pound several ihoebe*s nests under the rail¬ 
road bridge. 

™ f aW I 5 " 1 ' ° f 3altim °re Orioles building their 
nest. The male went in and then the female 
chased him out. 

Saw some Least flycatchers in the woods. 

«enfho2! r8d ° Wl ' S neSt WSS enpty - Then ( ' e 


l ^y 12 , 1900 - Saturday. 

fho^- 3 A° rning n h6re were 3 female mart ins on 

she ^ CaUed ° ne do ™ a “ d when 

she would not go inside pecked on the head. After 

Aftlt l I!" * n and pron ® tl y chased him out. 
woodf ^er breakfast 1 went over in T. Hacketts 

woods. Heard a number of ChebeCs **4 and vireos. 

truS Vf TtZ* thrUSheS ‘ Th0y Ut — the 

went a Tr, a 0f o Great - c nested Flycatchers. They 
around * h ° le * ^ & female redstart hunting 

The woods were ringing with song. 

behind" & C °° per,s K awk flew up from 

then fent nd ^ ^ H ® looked at me ^ 

bo J? th ® barred owls. Their short bodies 
and long big wings made them look dumpy. 

in/^rLT 1 S v arl ! t tanagers. They were mat¬ 
ing. ..he males chased the females. 

t f v! eGr .i d 4 - S 4 °u 6 yell °w“hellied woodpeckers coming. 

I thought that they had all gone north. 

sinf?L a in atb ? rd f Uing a ,nate ’ He flew around 
at 6 ° W ne and She c hased, picking 

at the leaves and branches indignantly. 

-ot ° v f r . across the track, the orioles ted 
t, t the outside of the nest finished. Saw one or 

two chicadees. They keep near their nests now 
and are not often seen. nesss.now 

sittS! f 0 !?! raournin e dov os nest. She was 
i ? 39 ° n tw ° telt grown souabs. 

1 S * r0ked her sld9 - a» dia L e , of . 












Saw a song sparrow slide off her nest and 
run along the ground. I found one of her eggs 
lieing at one side with a hole in it. There were 
3 cowbird's and 2 of her own eggs in it. The 
e gg had probably been taken out by one of the 
cowbirds. 

Went on back near the edge of the woods I saw 
two male downy woodpeckers fighting. They were 
silent except for an occasional tsit. They looked 
as if they were tired out and had their mouths 
open. They were fighting over a female. She sat 
on a limb, called and smoothed her plumage as 
though the others were a hundred miles off. 

Then I went home. 

I looked in the bronzed grackle's nest in Law¬ 
ton's yard. It had been appropriated by a robin. 
She had three eggs in it. Last year -Ooris 
Blachley put an old chipping sparrows nest in 
some ivy. In the spring a pair took possession 
and now there are 4 eggs in it. 

Yesterday I heard a nighthawk but forgot to 
note it. 

Kay 13, 1900 - Sunday . 

Went down in the fields after breakfast. The 
song sparrows nest was empty. The female was near 
it. Went on. In the farther side of Maine's 
woods I saw a little bird pull a large pice of 
hark from a dead birch. I watched. It placed it 
in a crotch in a thornapple tree and went away. 

Saw a pair of male red-eyed vireos fighting. 

One sat on a limb and the other hung underit. They 
scolded and threatened but did not fight. 

The wind blew the bark down. 

Saw a Wilson's warbler. It sang. It acted as 
though its tail was out of its control. For when 
it jerked it the bird jerked with it. The one 
of the red eye's flew off singing and the other 
went to his mate whom he had been battling for 
probably. 

Saw two kingbirds chasing a Cooper's hawk; 
he flew very fast. Then I went home. 











After dinner I went down in the fields. 

Saw 3 male bobolinks back of the schoolhouse. 

They fed und one sang several times. 

In Kista^’s pasture I saw a scarlet tanager. 
on a fence. His mate was there too. He just 
sat there looking around and 1 did not see him 
get anything to eat. 

Once he went on the ground but did not eat. 

It was very hot. The robins ran around with 
drooping wings as though they were roasted, and 
even the tanager did the same. A red-winged 
blackbird that had been sitting in a tree 
pitched down with trembling wings, giving his 
h T wa kr eg all the time. Went on and saw my 
red-head. I saw him on a stub caught between 
trees and his mate was below on the bottomside 
chiselling out the nest. He flew around, 
plumed himself and once went down to her and I 
think fed her. A kingbird lit on a post and he 
flew over and started to light. The other prompt¬ 
ly got out of the way. He seemed to think that 
he had to guard the nest and chased away an in¬ 
quisitive English sparrow. 

Several meadowlarks lit in the tree and sang. 

He flew over and they went away. Her tail just 
stuck out of the hole. 

Went down to the Flickers nest. The old one 
was on it. I climbed up but could see no eggs. 

It was very large. I could not put my hand in at. 
the entrance. 

Went on back. The female woodpecker left 
when I came by and I looked in. It was very 
large, probably because it was on the underside. 
Then 1 went home. 

May 14, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning 1 heard several Indigo buntings 
singing. 

Tonight a nighthawk fly over. It gave the 
callnote. 












May 15, 1900 - Tuesday. 

Looked at a chipping sparrows nest that I 
had put in. a tree and it was torn to pieces. 

Tonight I found an English sparrow's nest 
with 6 eggs in it. They were different colored. 

Found a catbirds nest it was just started. 

Ma y 16, 1900 - Wednesday . 

This morning several times T saw a male rose¬ 
breasted grosbeak sing on the wing. 

A flock of about 6 cedar waxwings flew over. 
They are quite rare. 

Several pair of American goldfinches stay 
around hare. They sing. 

Tonight after supper I took a walk in the 
fields. Saw where another catbird's nest was 
started in front of Smith’s. In some vines by 
their house was a chipping sparrows nest with 
eggs in it. 

The killdeer flew off the nest and followed 
me around flying over my head occasionally. 

Saw tv/o Y/ilson’s snipe. Th^ bobbed a little 
like a spotted sandpiper. 

Found another song sparrow’s nest in the 
ditch. There was nothing in it, but it looked 
new. 

Saw several male and female Indigo buntings. 
They were going to roost in some low bushes. 

Found tv/o nev/ly started rose-breasted gros¬ 
beaks nest. One v/as on an oak limb near the 
river. The male and female were near it. He 
sang. 

Vent on and saw Wilson’s warbler’s they also 
were roosting in bushes. 

Saw a starting of a nest in a bush. It was 
some small bird. (Iiedstart). 

Went on. Saw two wood pewees. One caught 
insects on the wing and always came back to the 
same perch. 

On farther saw a T/ilson's thrush. It lifted 
its wings and then brought them c.own. Then I 
went home. 














May 17, 1900 - Thursday . 

This morning it is quite cold. About 50 
swallows flew down in the fields to feed. 

May 18, 1900 - Friday. 

Tonight after school Art ffridy went down in 
the fields. The killdeer's eggs were not 
hatched. Looked in the song sparrows nest. 

There was one egg in it. It was well hidden 
being under a tuft of slanting grass. 7/ent on. 
That nest that I had found was nearly completed. 
(Redstart). 

Found a robin's nest near. Saw several newly 
started nests, most of them being a catbird's 
along the river. 

Saw a hummingbird among some crabapple trees. 

Saw a kingbird and several male red-winged 
blackbirds chasing a female. Marsh hawk in 
Seeley's marsh. Then we went home. 

May 19, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning Jim Seeley and I went down across 
the river. The red-heads were done with their 
nest. There were lots of fine chips scattered 
around. Took an egg out of the flicker's nest. 
The hole was quite deep. There were a lot of 
%gs in it. The old did not come out at first. 

V/hen I came down she went right, while 1 was 
up to it she flew around calling. A red-head 
had a nest nearby and he chased her. 

V/ent on. Saw a white-breasted nuthatch crawl¬ 
ing around. 

Some bank swallows were lining their nest. 

The female did all the work. She lit while 
getting it. Sometimes he lit on a root before the 
door and twittered. Got some soft maple keys. 

Two redstarts came around while we were in the 
tree and chirped as if we were near their nest. 

7/e were getting the keys to feed to the gros¬ 
beaks in winter. Then we went home. 

















This afternoon Jim and I went over in I. 

Hacketts woods. There were a number of least 
flycatchers there as usual. 

The woods were cool and nice although the 
musquitoes were troublesome. 

Went over across the track. 

Saw some chicadees and chebeSs. while we 
were trying to capture some jumping mice a small 
bird slipped along in the bushes and over a 
log as thotgh off a nest. Y.'e did not find it. 

(Song sparrow) 

I heard a sharp note and looking up saw a 
maje marsh hawk. 

He sailed around screaming and then flew off. 

Saw one wood thrush it was wild and called 
sharply. Heard the harsh che che che chur chur 
chur of the yellow-throated vireo but did not 
see it. 

Along the track were a number of male Indigo 
buntings. They sang. One looked green as it 
sat in the sun on a telegraph wire,Along a rail¬ 
road is a favorite place for them. 

Went over to the Baltimore oriole’s nest. I 
think that it was finished. 

The mourning dove’s had left the nest and I 
could not find the song sparrows nest at all. 

Across the river we saw a vesper sparrow sing¬ 
ing. It was near where I saw the first one and 
was probably it. 

Heard the drum of the yellow-bellied woodpecker. 
He was on a post. 

In front of Patterson’s we saw a bluebird 
sitting on a wire. 

I looked in a hollow post and there was a 
chicadee’s nest. I got out one egg that was 
broken and a whole one for my collection. There 
must have been 7 in it. One or two were broken. 

The nest was made of wool and down. The eggs 
were white spotted on the large end with cinnamon 
brown. They were fresh. 

Then we went home. 












Tonight after supper Clarence, Jim and. I 
went down in the fields. The killdeer's eggs 
'Were not hatched yet. 

There were 3 eggs in the song sparrows nest. 
That nest is prohahly the 2nd attempt of the 
pair that had their nest rohhed farther down. 

Then as it was dark we went home. 

Iiiay 20, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning 1 went down in the fields. In 
front of Smith's I heard a male Baltimore oriole 
call. I looked up and he was preening his 
feathers. Seated myself hy the fence. Heard a 
meadowlark sing and saw walking around.A red¬ 
winged blackbird gave a loud tseer and a cat¬ 
bird tried several times to mock it hut could 
not. 

Two kingbirds were sitting on a fence. One 
flew down after a miller and after chasing it 
in a crooked course got it. It gave a few low 
notes while after it. Two catbirds flew down 
to the ground. Their coats just matched it. 

They flew up close and one hunted under a brush- 
pile with its feathers sticking out straight. 

It looked like a picture of mischief. Another 
lit in the brushpile and they flew off together. 

Heard a bobolink singing. 

Went over to the killdeers nest. Both birds 
were there. They fell onto their breasts and 
flapped their wings. 

Saw apair of bobolinks. £he male was on an 
elder and the female in the grass. He flew 
around and sang. He stood up as high as she could 
and gave a shrill tsee see see all the time. Then 
she flew over near~eT She hunted around in the 
grass giving an alarm note like chup chup. The 
female song sparrow was on the nest and there were 
2 cowbirds eggs in it. 

Two quail jumped up out of the grass and flew 
off. That nest was nearly done. They were 
lining it with dov.-n from the cottonwood. I 
watched but did not see the old one. (Redstart). 














Saw a brown thrasher. It was wild. 

By the ditch I geared up another quail. Its 
wing touched a wire. Then I went home. 

This afternoon 1 went down the railroad track. 
Over in J. Voeck's field 1 heard a prarie horned 
lark singing. In his marsh I saw a male yellow 
Warbler. It sang. 

Heard a number of Maryland yellowthroats. Two 
crows flew down from the hill. They lit among the 
bushes. They we re probably after frogs. 

There were number of catbirds here and I saw 
a male brown thrasher and listened to it sing 
for some time. 

Found a mourning dove’s nest with 2 eggs in it. 
The nest was more cup-shaped than usual. Went 
over across the track. Heard a horned lark singing 
hut could not locate it at first. I was in a 
plowed field. 

Suddenly it came down like a rocket close by. 

It had been singing in the air. It was the 
prarie horned lark and was very handsome. Saw 
two quails in a rather low place. 

Went over to Glen Hackett's. Saw a meadowlark 
fly down to her nest, but lost track of her and 
did not find it. Glen showed me 2 song sparrows 
nests, one with 1 egg and 1 bird and the other 
with 4 eggs, 1 mourning dove's nest with 2 eggs 
in it and a newly finished chipping sparrows 

nest. 

Then I started home. 

In M. Maine's meadow I saw a female bobolink 
with a straw in her mouth. She appeared to be 
very anxious and I sat down to watch her. She 
would fly down in the grass and then rise up 
again. 1 watched her for some time. Then I went 
home. 


May 21 , 1900 - Monday . 

This morning I went down in the fields after 
breakfast. There wei'e 4 eggs in the song sparrows 
nest. In the unfinished nest (redstart) was a 
cowbird's egg. I took it out. 














Went over to watch the bobolinks. A man 
was cultivatirg and they did not come. Saw a 
pair of Indigo buntings. The killdeers eggs 
are not hatched. Then I went to school. 

Tonight I vent up to look at the chicadees 
nest. The bluebird had built right over them. 

Tonight I found a catbirds nest with 2 eggs 
in it on the riverbank. It was about 4 feet 
above ground in a willow and was half hidden by 
the catkins. The birds nest has been partially 
torn out. (redstart). 

Kay 22, 1500 - Tuesday . 

Tonight I went down on the river bank. 

Saw the cliff swallows getting mud for their 
nests. I watched them for some time. They held 
up their wings like a Wilson’s snipe to balance. 
They made no sound. There were about 10 at a 
time there. They were all female, i was behind a 
little tree. 

There were still 4 eggs in the song sparrows 

nest. 

Saw some Wilson snipe. 

After dark Jim Seeley and 1 went down. The 
young killdeers were gone. Vie scared up a male 
bobolink and his rote. They were roosting togeth¬ 
er. It was after dark and he sang. Then we went 
home. 

I was told that a few days ago a live crow was 
seen nailed with spread wings to a corncrib. The 
man that would do that should be prosecuted. 

Kay 23, 1900 - Wednesday. 

The purple martin's are building in both rooms 
of ny bird house. 1 climbed up the tree but they 
flew away. The male robin came around and 
scolded at the black cat. The other day when the 
cat tried to climb to the martin’s father threw 
a pail of water over him. 

A male Baltimore oriole went in the church 
belfry for strings. The English sparrows were 
looking at it. A martin flew through the belfry. 











Tonight Jim See ley,Clarence and I went down in 
the fields. In front of smith’s was a rosehreasted 
grosbeak’s nest with 4 eggs in it. It was about 
20 feet from the ground in a box elder tree. I 
thought at first that it was a catbird’s nest. 

The swallows were not down there. The old 
catbird was on the nest tonight, there were 4 eggs 
in it. Found another nest in the top of an elm. 

I did not see what it was. I was thinking how 
hard it would be to get a last year's rosebreasted 
grosbeak’s nest in a thornapple tree. 

I gave the tree a violent shake and looked up 
dt the nest. There was a bird’3 tail hanging over 
the side of it. I looked through the glass and it 
was the male. After I left he hopped off and sang. 

Looked in another old nest and there was another 
grosbeak on it. 

The strangenest was nearly all gone, (redstart) 

Three mourning doves were startled from their 
roost as we passed. They were male, female and 
young one. 

Went up to where the killdeer's nest was. Y/e 
were standing when I heard a harsh note. I knew 
that it was a young one. 

I followed the sound stopping often to listen. 

At last walked to where it was. I stood there about 
half an hour, then I heard about 4 feet away. I 
looked and there were all three of them. They 
were squatted close on the ground. One gave the 
hote from time to time. It was a harsh rendering 
°f the old ones tweep. 

Wh en they saw us they moved off. They could 
stand upright though only 2 days old. The old 
ones fluttered around and gave the trembling 
c ry. The young had a dark stripe on the breast 
like the old one. 

'.Vhat had become of the shells? 
wheres near the nest. 


They were no 




















May 24, 1900 - Thursday . 

This noon I went down to the kil'ldeer again, 
f I could, not find them as 1 did not have much time. 

- The old ones were very anxious. 

The male robin comes around and when he sees 
the black cat gives the alarmnote all the time. 

The quail are getting thick in the meadows now. 

I hear them whistling and frighten them up fre¬ 
quently. I think they are nesting. 

Tonight Jim Seeley and I went down in the fields. 
We tried to get the nest out but could not. We 
found one young one. It was quite noisey. We were 
standing about 4 feet apart and it was in a clump 
of grass between us. We only found the one. It 
ran quite well. Heard the whippoorwill on the 
Hill and several night hawks flev; over towards the 
Northwest. 

Saw a few Wilson's snipe. 

|. Then we wont home. 

V- 

May 25, 1900 - Friday . 

The young robins are out of the nest. Thqycall 
a good deal. 

Tonight one of the young robins was on Mrs. 
Russel’s fence. It kept still until the old one 
same to feed it. Then it gave a few chweeps. The 
old one fed it angleworms. I approached within 
4 feet of it and it sat still. Went down in the 
fields. Saw a male bobolink. I see Ihem here nearly 
every time. 

I think that the song sparrow has abandoned her 

best. 

In Maine's woods I saw a yellow warbler. 

There are a good many cowbirds here. 

Saw a female white-breasted nuthatch. It is 
(g queer how loud a birds claws sound on the elm bark. 

Jk Saw a nighthawk high in the air. Across the 

r iver I heard a prarie harned lark singing. They are 
father inconspicuous now. 

The nest is nearly all gone. I think that it was 


















that of a redstart. 

Looked in the catbird’s nest. There were 5 
eggs in it. 

The cliff swallows were getting mud. Saw a 
male barn swallow on a wire. It appeared to be 
P sick. 1 followed it for some distance. It could 
hardly fly. Then I went home. 

May 2 6, 1900 - Saturday. 

¥ent over tob.Hacketts this morning. Heard 
several wood thrushes. They were very wild and 
noisy. 

Heard a yellow-billed cuckoo singing. Found 
a catbirds nest about 12 feet from the ground. 

Heard several cedar waxwing's. Then I went home. 

Jim Seeley and I went over to the hemlock 
bluffs. In a field this side of the river we saw 
a male bobolink. He lit on some grass stems. 

There were quise a number of cowbirds around 
the horses. They were nearly all males. 

V/hile crossing the river we could hear wood 
k thrushes calling. In the woods a blackbilled 
'c cuckoo flew up and sat on a limb for an instant. 

It had an olive brown back. An immense red-tailed 
hawk circled around screaming. Soon his mate joined 
him. The tail was very noticeable against the sun. 
It was kept spread. I climbed about 80 feet in a 
big pine to look at a nest. It was an old one. 

I heard many bird songs but they all kept out of 
sight. One was a loud zeeeeeeeeeet. 

Heard the song on the yellow throated vireo fre¬ 
quently. It was like that of the red-eye. 

There were numbers of scarlet tanagers here. 

The males like to get on dead branches and look 
around. 

Then we went home. 

Tonight a robin lit on the martin house and 
began to call. A female v/ent up and the robin 
its ran at it. The robin stayed for some time. 


May 27, 1500 - Sunday 
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This morning I went over in^Hacketts woods. 

I heard the great crested flycatchers hut did not 
see them. They must have a nest near. The 
mosquitoes were terrible. Once I got a little 
respite from them by getting high up in a broken 
tree but they soon found me out. 

Heard several yellowbilled cuckoos calling. 
Found a red-eyed vireos nest about 6 feet from 
the ground. It was not quite finished. It hung 
°ver a path. 

Found an old nest on the ground - did they 
tear it out to replace it by a new one? Found 2 
female downy woodpeckers at work on their nests. 
They were quite tame. Found a scarlet tanagers 
nest with 2 eggs in it. It v/as in an elm about 
30 feet from the ground. The old ones were near. 

Went over across the fields behind Draper’s. 
Looked at that nest. It had 5 eggs in it. They 
were white wreathed with light cinnamon and dark 
brown at the large end. The female, (redstart) 
Hopped around in the bushes with her wings held 
over her back. She gave an alarm note like chip 

Then I went home. 

The martins are building their nest. Saw a 
male go in with a piece of 'paper three inches 
square, she could hardly manage it. 

Looked in the robins nest on Mrs. pettey’s 
Porch. It had two young ones in it. One had 
swallowed one end and the middle of a piece of 
string. The loop had caught over its bill. I 
loosend it, and it caught on its tongue. I 
finally cut it and it was swallowed. 

This afternoon 1 went down to the ravines. 

The woodpeckers were not around. 

a meadowlark v/as walking around. It v/ould 
Pick up something and then look at me. It called 
anxiously all the time. 

Several sparrows were there. They called and 
fought. They came from Voll's. 

Saw a vesper sparrow. I could hardly see it 
'vhen it was on the ground., 

a mourning dove lit near and began to coo. It 
















v/as very wild. 

Four bluejays lit above me in a tree. I 
think that they are the remainder of that flock. 
They had their mouths open and gave the love 
bote, as though courting. IVent over to Foil's 
barn. Counted 78 cliff swallows nests from the 
complete dwelling to a few daubs of mud. Some 
were on their nest. The sparrows acted as though 
they would like to take possession. There were 
26 nests under the eaves of RistaU's blacksmith 
shop. A female English sparrow came out of one. 

Came home through the fields. Saw a male 
bobolink. His wings were drooped. 

By the ditch I saw a family of young song 
sparrows. The young had plain breasts and looked 
like English sparrows. 

Tonight a male bam swallow flew into our 
barn. The female came and they both flew off. 

Tonight there were three eggs in that post 
by Patterson's. The male was near. 

May 28, 1900 - Mon day. 

This morning the "martins are building their 
best. They roosted in the box last night. The 
female would sail around and then drop in the 
boad and get a stx’aw. She would carry it in and 
then give a queer rolling note. 

Some cliff swallows were examining the eaves 
of our barn this morning. 

After recess the martin was getting material 
on the school grounds. A cliff swallow was with 
her. 

Tonight I noticed that a nest was started in 
the eaves of our barn. 

Went down to the railroad bridge after school. 
The Baltimore orioles were near the nest. I 
fastened o rope to the limb and drew it down. 

There wore 4 eggs in it. They were white 
scrawled with black. Took one. The nest was 
bough on the outside. Found two catbirds nest 
in that thicket. One v/as in a willow about 5 feet 
above the water. The other was in a bush about 6 
feet from the ground. Found a chipping- sparrows 














nest in a tangle of vines “by the track. There 
were 4 eggs in it. 

There were 4 eggs in the bluebirds nest. Then 
I went home. 

Clint Hanger and I went down to the young kill- 
deer. We stood still for some time. The mother 
came near and gave a callnote like tudle-eep. 

Then a young one ran across some mud it could run 
as fast as I. Finally it got in some tall grass 
and 1 caught it. As soon as I took it up it lay 
perfectly quiet. The old one fluttered almost at 
my feet. 

Then we went home. 

May 29, 1900 - Tuesday, 

This morning the female martin tried to carry 
Tong straws into the box several times. She 
would push and then go inside and reach out but 
it always dropped. 

Went flower picking tonight after school in T. 
Hackett's woods. Heard cuckoos on every side. 
Yellow-billed. Found a Indigo buntings nest. It 
was just started. The old ones were near and made 
a great fuss. Then I went home. 

After supper I went out,towards Donaghey’s on my 
wheel. Miss Donaghey had described the position of 
a quails nest to me. 

Put my wheel in the bushes and cut cross lots. 
Hunted around but could not find nest. Saw a wood 
pewee sing on the wing. It flew from one perch to 
another and just before it lit it gave a number of 
notes like pe-wee pe-wee . 

Saw the flight song of the Indigo bunting 
several times. A male would start out of a tree 
and go about 100 feet. Then pause on hovering 
wings and give about 3/4 of his song, finishing it 
°n the way down. Then I got my wheel and went 
Home. 
















May 30, 1900 - Wednesday. 

This morning Toy Leiders bridge Andrew Engle - 
Mann and I found a rose-hreasted grosbeak's nest 
with 4 eggs in it. It was about 16 or 20 feet 
above the water. 

That chicadee's nesting hole was deepened 
nearly 2 inches. Saw a family of young phoebe’s. 
They could fly well. 

This afternoon went down the track. Saw a pair 
of king birds on a wire fence. One caught and 
ate a potato bug. 

There was a phoebe's nest under the bridge. 

I could just. see 3 tails from above. 

In the rock cut a bank swallow had its nest 
in some soft sandstone. 

In a cut near Kirkwood were 4 or 5 bank 
swallow's, and a kingfisher's nests. One bank 
swallows nest has 4 eggs in it. I took one. 

The kingfisher flew out while 1 was getting it. 
All but one of the nests was about the middle 
of the bank too far to reach from above or below. 

One of the Curtis boys showed me a quail's 
nest with 8 eggs in it. 

There was a flicker's nest with 6 eggs in it, 
in a maple in front of the house. One of the 
hoys had caught the female on the nest and she 
deserted it. Looked in the chimney for a swift's 
nest. One was in,it looked very funny. There 
was no nest.On the way home I looked at a red¬ 
headed woodpecker’s nest in a stub by the road. 

It was 4 feet from the ground. Then I went home. 

Looked in that grosbeak's nest by Smith's. 

It had 4 eggs in it. 

Up at the graveyard that phoebe had a nest 
with 3 eggs in it. I wonder if it v/as the same 
nest and eggs that I saw before. When she came 
off she flew to the ground and then along for 
aways. Saw a vesper sparrow singing in its 
favorite place. It got between the insulators 
°n a telephone pole. There were numbers of 
chipping sparrows here. 






















Went, dovm to look at the young killdeer. 

They were over hy a small slough hy the river. 

I could hear them hut could not see them. The 
female was alone at first and then the male 
came. She was about 20 rds. away from them, 
when I first saw her. I was following what 
traces I could find. I found two tail feathers. 
She gave a callnote like theirs and they answer¬ 
ed. 

Then 1 went home. 

May 51, 1900 ~ Thursday . 

Tonight after supper Clarence Cook and I went 
up on the hill. We saw one field sparrow in a 
berry patch. It was much excited. 

Suddenly we heard the wonderful song of the 
wood thrush. 

There was no hurrying hut just giving its 
notes with pauses. It was answered from all 
over the hill. I could hear 0 or 8 singers. 

Went on up and sat down in the old place. 
Clarence went home. Soon the whippoorwill 
commenced. He v;as near. Then he went off and 
met another. They sang together, sometimes in 
unison and again making their strange medley. 

Then he came hack cdming closer and closer. I 
could hear the preliminary chuck before each song. 

Then I went home. 

Over hy Trumble's the robins are building 
again. They have chosen a branch leaning over 
the walk. The nest is about 20 feet from the 
ground. 

I looked at that robin’s nest by Mrs. Pettey's 
porch. The old one was entirely visible above 
the rim. There was only one young one in it and 
it flew out when 1 looked in. 

There is a flock of about 6 cedar waxwings 
around hear. They stay aroiuid our neighborhood. 
They are quite tame. 

The cat has caught two robins. There are 
parts of wings and other small feathers in the 
back yard. 






















Spring Migration 1900 


Month 

Date 

Name 

No. 

March 

18 

American Goldfinch 

1 



Tree Sparrow 

2 



White-rumped Shrike 

1 


22 

Eohin 

1 



Marsh Hawk 

1 


23 

Bluebird 

1 


30 

Killdeer 

1 



Meadowlark 

1 


31 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

2 



Mourning Dove 

1 



Sparrow Hawk 

1 

April 

1 

Song Sparrow 

1 



Flicker 

1 


2 

Phoebe 

1 



Bronzed Grackle 

1 


2 

Red-winged Blackbird 

1 



Cedar Waxwing 

about 15 


3 

Vesper Sparrow 

1 



Chipping Sparrow 

1 


_ What Doing _ Sex 

Calling from a small tree 

Feeding on ground 

Calling frail tall tree 

Calling ^ 

Flew over town 

Calling 

Heard it 

Singing & 

Screaming d & V 

Heard it 

Hunt ing mice ° 

Singing 6 

Singing 
Calling 
Calling 
Flew over 
Flying around 
Singing 
Singing 


ao, i o, o, i 















Month 

Date 

Name 

No. 

What Doing 

April 

4 

Fax Sparrow 

1 

Singing 



Mockingbird 

2 

Flying around 



Great Blue Heron 

1 

Flew Over 


5 

Kingfisher 

1 

Calling 



Long-billed Marsh Wren 

2 

Singing 



Homed Lark 

1 

Feeding in the road 


6 

Rusty Blackbird 

12 

Singing and Feeding 


7 

White-eyed Vireo 

about 18 

Singing and feeding 



Cowbird 

1 

Singing 



Field Sparrow 

1 

Singing 



Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 

2 

Hunting for food 



Red-tailed hawk 

9 

Sailing 


8 

Ruby-crowned kinglet 

about 20 

Feeding 


15 

Dusky Duck 

1 

Feeding on river 


18 

Cliff Swallow 

1 

Flew over 


19 

Purple Martin 

1 

Feeding on the wing, 


20 

Bam Swallow 

1 

Feeding on the wing, 



Wilson’s Snipe 

1 

Feeding 


21 

Y/oodcock 

- 

Found boring. 


Sex 

6 


d & 

d & 

cJ & $ 

1 

d 
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Month 


April 


May 


Bate 

Fame 

No. 

What Doing 

Sex 

22 

Brown Thrasher 

1 

Singing 

d 

23 

White-throated Sparrow 

1 

Singing 

6 


Canadian Warbler 

1 

Feeding 

6 

24 

Spotted Sandpiper 

1 

Feeding 

— 


Chimney Swift 

1 

Feeding 

- 

26 

Chewink 

2 

Feeding 



Myrtle Warbler 

About 6 

Feeding 

6 


Bank Swallow 

2 

Feeding on the wing 


27 

Baltimore Oriole 

3 or 4 

Calling 

d 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

1 

Feeding and singing 

d 

1 

Black and White Creeper 

1 

Feeding 

- 

2 

Sora Rail 

Several 

Heard them 

- 

3 

Bobolink 

1 

Heard it singing 

d 

5 

Redstart 

1 

Singing 

d 


Warbling Vireo 

1 

Heard it sing 

d 


Red-eyed Vireo 

1 

Heard it sing 

d 

6 

Kingbird 

1 

Saw it by river 

- 


Catbird 

1 

Flycatching 

- 


Scarlet Tanager 

1 

Feeding 

d 

7 

Swamp Sparrow 

2 

Feeding 

- 


White crowned Sparrow 

Several 

Feeding 

- 













Month Bate 


Name 


May 


7 

Whip-poor-will 


Cape May Warbler 

9 

Maryland Yellowthroat 

10 

Chestnut-sided Warhler 


Buby-throated hummingbird 

11 

Chebec 


Nighthawk 

12 

Wood thrush 


Great-crested flycatcher 

13 

Wilson's warbler 

14 

Indigo Bunting 

16 

Wood Pewee 


Wilson's thrush 

19 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

20 

Yellow Warbler 


No 


What Doing 


Sex 


1 Heard, it 

1 Feeding in pines 

1 Feeding near ground 

1 Feeding 

1 Flew in house 

Several Heard calling 

1 Heard calling 

Several Saw them 

2 Saw them 

1 It was feeding 

Several Heard singing 

2 Feeding 

1 Going to roost 

1 Heard calling 
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1900. 


June 1, 1900 - Friday . 

Tonight, after school I went up on the hill 
above Patterson's. 

Saw a song sparrow on the fence by the lower 
terry patch. It acted as though it had young 
near. I was hunting for a whippoorwill's nest. 

I looked everywhere but did not see it. 

Saw a pair of red-eyed vireos. I think that i 
Was near their nest. 

After going along the hill I went back lower 
down through some thick brush. By that berry 
Patch I started a young field sparrow. I tried 
to capture it but could not. It could fly well. 

There were 5 eggs in that bluebird's nest. 

She was not on it. 

Looked at a phoebe's nest in the eaves of 
Lockham's barn. It had 3 eggs in it. It was 
niade almost entirely of green moss. The female 
Was on it. She pitched down to the ground and 
after skimming along it lit on a fence. The 
fi&le was near. 

Then I went home. 

June 2, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning while the martins were away I 
climbed up to the box. The nest was bigger than 
that of last and covered nearly the whole bottom. 

Went down on the Island after breakfast. 

The nest was robbed. It belonged to a redstart. 
Someone had found it though it was well concealed. 

was some person as the nest was pulled from the 
branch. That nest in 1!. Maine's woods was of the 
same species. 

It was rather early for nests. I found none 
excepting that of a kingfisher in a bank near the 
dorth western point. It was longer than any arm. 

Saw a young cowbird. It had been raised by a 
Pair of song sparrows. The back and head were 
cusky, feathers margined with buff, breast same 
0Q ly marked more with buff. Tail dusky. 







The bill was soft and the feet strong, ft had 
not been out of the nest over a week. 

It hung onto ny finger while hanging back 
down. It was silent. Something had plucked its 
wing feathers so that it was not able to fly. 

Went on into Draper's meadow. That meadowlark's 
nest was empty save for the barren egg. 

Jim Draper and I went up to look at the barn 
swallow's nest. The female was on it. It was 
lined \ ith downy feathers and was built on the 
end of a board. By reaching out I could feel in 
it. There were 5 eggs. 

This afternoon I went dov/n in Seeley's marsh. 
There were lots of red-wings fussing around of 
course. Of a sudden I saw sanething going 
through the rank growth swiftly. I thought that 
it was a rat. It stepped into sight and it was 
a Virginia rail. It appeared to be very anxious 
and gave a harsh note like the kia of the flicker 
and a high ki ki . 

Then the male came. I saw a little black ball 
roll and tumble along some mud. It was a young 
rail just hatched. 

The entire plumage was deep black. Bill white 
with a black band around the middle. It could 
crawl around quite well and had strong black 
feet with 4 toes. The wings of course were mere 
bone covered with down. 

Once it uttered a very faint note that I 
could scarcely hear though only 4 feet away. I 
set the little fellow down once and he fell into 
a hole. Then he climbed up under the herbage and 
sat still. 


Finally I turned away while he was on the 

ground. When I looked he was gone. I did not 

hunt much for fear of stepping on him. 

Then I went back to where the old ones were. 

Saw another youngster. While looking at the 

ground I saw some fine egg shell on the ground. 

I stooped down to look at it. Suddenly I found 

myself looking into the best concealed nest in the 

world. It was built in a tussock of matted grass 

and was hidden by the grass. There , 

-nere were 3 eggs i n 









it, all pipped. They were pale buffy white, 
spotted with light rufous. The female came around 
calling and trailing her wings. She was very 
anxious and walked out to within 6 feet of me. 

I came back several times to watch her. Once 
I saw her on the nest. When I came right up a 
young one would be in it but it immediately 
crawled out of it. 

The nest was quite large and compact. It was 
made of cattails and grass. 

Went on through the marsh and found two red¬ 
winged blackbird’s nests with 4 eggs in each. I 
took one. Found another nest just started. The 
female killdeer had her young near the marsh in a 
plowed field, over half a mile from where they 
were hatched. Then I went home. 

After supper I went down to the rail’s nest 
again. There was one more young hatched. The 
shelIs were pipped high up near the large end. I 
took the shell. The ground near the nest was 
covered with snail bits of shell such as had 
attracted attention. 

June 3, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning after breakfast I went down to 
the rail’s nest. They were all gone. Did not 
see them. 

That unfinished red-wing’s nest was nearly 
done. Over by the swimming hole I found a 
robin's nest in a low bush about 5 feet from the 
ground. There was one there last year too. 

There were 3 eggs in it. There were young 
robins near belonging to that pair that did not 
have their tails fully grown yet. 

Heard a sparrow hawk scream several tiroes. 

Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went over to Grosinski’s with 
Ida. In a cave there was a phoebe’s nest v/ith 
3 young in it. They were covered with grey fuzz 
and were about 1 week old. It was where one cave 







ended and another began. It was built on a ledge 
of rock and was protected from the weather by 
another ledge. 

Heard a number of field sparrows singing. 

June 4, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning Jim Seeley and I went down to 
get the rail’s nest. We found that it was too 
firmly built in.o the tussock to lift out. 

Went on and saw both old ones about 3 rods 
from the nest, but did not see the young ones. 

A mourning dove was there getting a drink. I 
saw something move in a tussock of grass and 
poked it with my foot. It ran over my foot and 
flew off. It was a quail. 

Heard a loud note and saw a male Baltimore 
oriole chasing a robin. 

By the house a bank swallow was fighting a 
purple martin on the wing. 

The young pair of martins are down here. 

Got 6 five day old English sparrov/s and 1 egg 
from a nest in Petty's blacksmith shop. 

June 5, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning Jim Neeley and I got 9 or 10 
nests of English sparrows from a big tree by 
Maine’s house. 

Found 1 nest with 7 eggs in it. They were 
small. Got 27 all together and broke about 15. 

I think that my robins are building again 
over by Trumble's. 

A Catbird’s nest that I found by the swimming 
hole when just finished has 3 eggs in it. One 
has an umber spot on it. 

This morning 1 looked in that bluebird's nest 
by Patterson's. There were 5 eggs in it. The 
old one had been caught for the inside of the 
nest was torn up and there were 4 tail feathers 
in it. Looked in the phoebe's nest by Dockham’s. 
It had 4 eggs in it. One was spotted a little 
with black. 











Tonight the old cat caught the female martin 
after dark. She must have climbed for I wonder 
if he will leave. 

June 6, 1900 - Wednesday ♦ 

This morning I looked at that martin again. 

Back dusky, come of the feathers tipped with blue- 
black, inner tail feathers dusky, outer black. 
Primaries black, greater wing covers blue-black, 
rest of wing dusky, crown blueblack, whitish spot 
on forehead. Chin whitish, throat grayish brown, 
breast and belly white, each feather centered with 
dusky, tail notched, feet v/eak, wings extend 
nearly to end of tail, bill wide, large gape. 


Spread of wings . 16 inches 

Length of wing . 7 l/2 inches. 

Length of body . 6 3/4 " 

Length of leg. 2 " 

Gape . 1 3/8 

Width of bill at base . 1 " 

Length of bill. 7/l6 " 


The male was around calling. 

Art Budy show'ed me a vesper sparrows nest with 
4 eggs in it. He called it a ground-bird’s nest. 

It was built under a tuft of grass and had a 
small entrance. 

Vent down to the ditch. Saw a male song 
sparrow flycatching. It would rise straight up 
and then drop down. 

Looked in that grosbeak's nest by Spahrs. It 
had 4 young about 1 week old or more in it. They 
were covered with grey and white feathers. The 
old ones were much excited and jerked out the 
pick s. 

June 7, 1900 - Thursday . 

The male martin spends most of his time on the 
weather vane of the church. He calls and sings 
a good deal. 

Heard a catbird mock a young rooster. It was 

















over by Mrs. Pettey’s house. Thought that I 
heard a young bluejay calling. From over in J. 
Hackett’s grove the song of the wood thrush came. 
I heard it till nearly 8 o’clock. 

The male martin had decided to make the best 
of a bad thing and is getting another mate. This 
noon he came circling around calling and went 
into the box. Then he put his head out and call¬ 
ed and a female lit on the perch and went inside. 

Tonight Jim Seeley and 1 were in swimming by 
Hacketts. Went back through the woods. Found 
another rose-breasted grosbeak’s nest. 1 shook 
the limb quite hard but the male who was on it 
did not leave. 

The other nests were empty. The young having 
probably left. Saw a brown thrasher in a 
thicket. It flew av/ay when I peeped in. In the 
lower part of Fisk’s meadow I saw a young meadow¬ 
lark. It was wild and could fly well. 

That catbirds nest was robbed. 

June 8, 1900 - Friday . 

This noon I saw a female English sparrow by 
Carpenter’s with no tail. 

June 9, 1900 - Saturday . 

Tonight Hichard Engelmann showed me an Indigo 
bunting’s nest on the island. It was about 3-l/2 
feet from the ground and contained 4 eggs. They 
were bluish white. The female was very sly. 

June 11, 1900 - Monday . 

Was sick made a ‘list "of "the birds seen and 
heard in the afternoon from the yard and on a 
short walk to the pasture. 

English sparrow 
Baltimore Oriole 
Chipping Sparrow 
Barn Swallow 
Robin 

Chimney Swift 
Catbi rd 









Wood Thrush 

Me adowl ark 

Field Sparrow 

Brown Thrasher 

Song Sparrow 

Cliff Swallow 

Hose-breasted Grosbeak 

Bobwhite 

Vesper Sparrow 

Bobolink 

Bronzed Grackle 

18 in all. Some were singing and others flew 
over. 

June 12, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning went down to Seeley's. The 
young martin's have built quite a bulky nest of 
oat and buckwheat straw. 

Counted 8 bank swallows nests in a sandbank 
near their barn. Y/ent down to the plum orchard 
and beyond. Saw the killdeer and their young. 
The young bad a shorter tail and slimmer body. 
They flew well. All were very noisy. As I was 
crossing a wire fence a song sparrow flew out. 

I looked and found the nest. It was built in a 
little depression and contained 4 eggs. They 
were bluish white blotched thickly with rather 
dark rufous. A little stick laid across the 
nest. 

Went on to the point. Found a redstart's 
nest built in a grapevine about 5-l/2 feet from 
the ground. It contained 2 eggs. They were 
white spotted with cinnamon forming a wreath 
around the large end. There was also a robin's 
nest in some grapevine above the river. 

Found a cedar waxwing’s nest on the tip of a 
toaple limb about 12 or 18 feet above the ground. 
Could not get to it, it was in plain sight. The 
old ones perched close by and called. Y/ent on 
around the river bank. As I stepped out from 
Under a willow a mourning dove sat on a dead limb 
above me. She flew off. I,saw a few twigs where 
she was and climbed up. A rather large limb had 










split off "but still hung on. It formed a little 
hollow 3 or 4 inches deep. The nest was in 
there. It contained 2 snowwhite eggs. It was 
about 10 feet from the ground. 

Went on back to the marsh. Scared up a young 
meadowlark but could not catch it. 

Saw a young red-wing. It could fly well. 
Caught one as it sat on some grass. 

Underparts grey streaked with creamr-buff, 
upper parts black, feather tipped with buff, head 
black finely streaked with buff, face bare ex¬ 
cept around ear. The down still hung to the 
ends of the feathers. The note was a sharp 
steely tsink . 

The male called and chucked and hovered over 
me while I was examining it. 

I set it on a post and it flew into the 
grass. The female came with food but did not 
feed it. 

The male had a curious habit of examining Ms 
toes. 

Then I went home. 

About 4 tonight I v/as down by Engleraann’s. I 
heard the male martin’s war cry and sav; him 
chasing a Cooper’s hawk. He dashed down by it 
giving the note. 

Then he had a fight with a kingbird in the 
air. 

June 13, 19C0 - Wednesday . 

This morning about 10 o’clock T rode out to 
Spaulding's. Saw a number of vesper sparrows. 
Some had young. They and the English sparrov/s 
fed together. 

Boy Spaulding showed me a chimney swift's nest 
in an ice house. It was dark in there. The 
nest contained 3 white eggs. I took one. The 
nest was made of twigs glued together and was 
quite thick. The hollow was deep. The eggs 
just stayed in. It was built in this manner. 








Glue extended, beyound the farthest twigs. 

He said that they built here last year. 

In the barns there must have been from 8 to 
a dozen barn swallow's nests. Cne had 1 young 
one in it. Roy called them blue-winged swallows. 
He said that 2 years ago one pair built in a 
wagon shed. 

Some cliff swallows had started their nests 
in the eaves. 

Heard the song of the grasshopper sparrow 
several times. 

Then I went home. 

About 5 tonight I rode south on my wheel. 
Pound a shrike's nest in an elm. It was(white 
rumped) lined with chicken feathers ani was 
full of insect debris. The old ones were feed¬ 
ing their young near. I saw 2 young ones. They 
were quite wild and were white-rumped shrikes. 
The black through the eye was noticeable. 

'./hen the old one flew towards it the young 
one would harshly call che che che and the old 
one answer kra kra kra. The young one kept on 
calling while eating. They were rather wild. 

The young could fly. 

Then 1 went home. 

Tonight after supper I went down in the 
fields. Below Hackeli,'s a pair of bobolinks 
acted as though I was near their nest. They had 
fully fledged young out. In the woods a red¬ 
start was leading her young about. She called 
sharply at me. 

There were several tanagers across the river. 

° aw a female hairy woodpecker feeding her young. 
They were very noisy. The nest was in a stub 
across the river. A wood pewee began his vesper 
song and did not pause for some time. 

Vent on up through the fields. In Hackett's 
cornfield saw a brood of young vesper sparrows. 
The old one gave an alarmnote like spit tuck. 

Then I went home. 











June 14, 1900 - Thursday . 

This afternoon a brood of white-breasted 
nuthatches were in our yard. The young sat 
still and let the old ones feed them. They 
lacked the black on the neck. Saw one fed on 
measuring worm. The bills were shorter than those 
of the old ones. 

Saw the remainder of that flock of bluejays 
up by Randall’s tonight. There were 4 of them. 

June 15, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning after breakfast went over in 
Hackett’s woods. I found no nests. Redstarts, 
least flycatchers, vireos and other small birds 
were there in abundance. A pair of Indigo bunt¬ 
ings were much excited about something. I could 
not see what it was. I heard them while quite a 
distance off. Went over to that Indigo bunting's 
ne3t. There was nothing in it. The lining had 
been pulled up a little. I anylyzed it. The 
foundation and outer part was composed of elm 
oak and maple leaves. Buckwheat straw, birch 
and basswood bark, coarse grass, weedstems, 
horsehair, cobwebs, elm seeds, maple btt’d cover¬ 
ings, basswood seeds ^v/ith leaf stems of round 
sticky tights, petioles and skeleton leaves, 
small snuff weed stems, small piece rotten wood, 
seeds, rootlets, tag-alder flower, newly opened 
buds. 

* 

The lining was weed stems, lawn grass v/ith 
seeds, long black, white and brown horsehairs, 
coarse grass, rootlets, small oatstraw, climbers 
of creeping plant, black and white rootlets, and 
a flow'er cluster of some weed. The greater part 
was rootlets. 

Then I went home. 

Looked in that phoebe’s nest by Lockham’s barn. 
It contained 2 young covered with gray down and 
2 eggs. 

The robins are using their nest for a second 
brood. The female is on it most of the time. 
















For several days I have heard, the per of 
the young rose-breasted, grosbeaks. They are 
spreading out more now. 

June 1 6, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning I catight one of the young 
grosbeak*s. It tried to fly to a tree and 
missed and flew into my hands. 

Its back was black streaked with cream, 
buff, wings black; greater coverts tipped with 
cream buff, crown black, streak down center 
creamy white, streak from above eye to neck 
same, rest of head grayish, underparts white, 
breast yellowish, bend of wing rose-red. It 
gave a note like skv;g. I let it go. 

June 17, 1900 - Sund ay. 

This morning when 1 went out to the barn a 
Chimney Swift started in but stopped. The 
male barn swallow is getting a mate. He goes 
inside and calls and the females go in. 

Last night Jim Seeley and 1 looked down 
Gorgue*s chimney. About 10 feet from the top 
was a nest with 5 white eggs in it. They were 
rather long. 

Got a sparrow's egg that was nearly round 
out of Hackett's block yesterday afternoon. 

This afternoon I went down across the 
river. Saw some young English sparrows by the 
mill out of the nest. Found a warbling vireos 
nest v.ith nearly fledged young in it. In the 
first elm from the bridge. They were very 
noisy. One gave the alarmnote of the old ones. 

The note was as near as I could get it prezh or 
sometimes per ezh. The female always went in 
a certain w”ay.~~She would come on one side and 
go out around on a set of twigs to the branch. 

The nest was attached. 

All hut one gave a harsh zwee when they were 
fed. The male stood guard over me. He called 
and scolded and sang. Once an inquisitive fe¬ 
male English sparrow lit near and was immediately 














chased away. The note of the young was some¬ 
times like zhee. After feeding them the female 
would sit on the edge of the nest for an instant 
and look around. The nest v/as about 13 or 14 
feet above the water. I sat in the shade of an 
elm about 30 away. The nest swung a good in 
the wind. Y/ent down to the red-head's nest. 

They have changed its location making it farther 
out probably because of a knot by the other 
hole which made digging hard. There were young 
in it. The old ones fed them jointly. 

They would go to the ground and get a grass¬ 
hopper and beat it a little on the stub and then 
give it to the young. They also caight insects 
on the wing. The young were too small to come 
to the opening. 

Looked in the tree that had the kingbird’s 
nest in last year. There was a nest in it but 
it had been robbed. It was a kingbird's nest. 

The bottom v/as covered with egg shell. 

Climbed up to the hairy woodpecker's nest. It 
was about 25 feet from the ground in a maple. 

Found a phoebe's nest in under a bank. It 
was fastened to it under the grass and contained 
3 phoebe's and 2 cowbird's eggs. The old one 
flew down to the ground and went along it', then 
she curved up to a branch. Took the cow r bird's 
eggs. In the woods I saw a family of white¬ 
breasted nuthatches. The young did have black 
on their necks. They shook there wings and 
called quit quit quit ank. 

The flicker r s nest was empty. It smelled 
very strong. 

Found a newly finished song sparrows nest in 
a gooseberry bush farther on. 

Saw a sparrowhawk flying around screaming 
and found its nest by the noise the young made. 

It v/as in an old woodpeckers hole about 70 feet 
Up. T/ent on back. By the vireos nest I saw tu r o 
male song- sparrows fighting over the river. They 
both fell in and one had to swim to shore. They 



















They both sang. Then I went home. 

Tonight I was sitting over hy Trurable's when a 
strange bird, flew in an elm. I could not mistake 
it. It was the red-breasted nuthatch. It hopped 
around on the outer twigs. It got a measuring 
worm once and held it in its bill for some time. 

It resembled the white-breasted in form and bill. 
It was silent. I followed for a few minutes when 
it flew towards the track. I think that I saw 
another but would not be certain. 

It paid no attention to an English sparrow 
that lit near it. 

After a little I thought that I saw it flying 
but was not sure. 

June 18, 1S0Q - Monday . 

This morning when I got up I heard a Maryland 
yellowthroat singing down by the ditch. The 
song v/as like ta t sickory tsickory tsickory . 

V/ent down there. 

Heard the martin’s war cry and saw him and 
several cliff swallows chasing a Cooper’s hawk. 

After breakfast he was chasing another in 
company with a kingbird. 

A chimney swift went in the barn and then came 
out without lighting. 

Went down to Seeley's to watch the bank 
swallows. 

Looked in the martin house. They had built 
the nest over one of the holes. The female was 
on it. The male sat in the top of a silver maple. 

There were th^holes in the bank. I think 
that the swallow uses her feet to throw dirt out 
with as the dirt came out on each side of the 
hole. The males sang. They hovered in front of 
the hole while she dug. Then I went home. 

June 23 , 1900 - Saturday . 

Looked in that pho¥be~ r s on pockhanfs barn. 

It contained 4 young. 

The bluebird’s nest was empty. 




















Jun e 24, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning I got up at 3:00 A.H. and went 
down in the fields. 

In Fiske’s pasture a song sparrow sang twice. 

There were 2 whippoor-wills on the hill. They 
sang in concert. 

It was just "beginning to grov; a little ligh'.er 
in the east. In the farther part of Maine’s 
v/Oods a wood pewee whistled once. 

In the fields 1 heard a kingbird. The grass 
was wet and the only sound was the falling of 
the dew from the trees and the splash of mink 
and muskrat or a loud rustle as a woodchuck came 
down to drink. Towards town a robin gave its 
callnote and a mourning dove cooed. 

Then the vesper sparrows began and mixed with 
their notes came the flight song of the prarie 
horned lark. 

There were 2 whippoorwills on the hill, 1 in 
H ackett’s grove and 1 over by G. Hackett’s, 
singing at once. 

A catbird sang a little and another answered 
it. They sang in turn. 

Across the river I heard an Indigo bunting. 

From the south came the notes of a wood thrush. 
Then several chipping sparrows began.Their.trills 
were hardly noticeable among the volumes of music 
on everyside. Next came the field sparrows song 
from the hill and a barn swallow flew over 
twittering. 

The whippoorwills went to the west side of 
the hill as it was quite light and the east was 
tinged with red. 

Went into the farther side of the woods and 
beard the Maryland yellowthroat. 

There were a number of bats around, several 
drank like swallows. 

It was curious to see the mist rolling down 
the river. Went over to Neeley’s marsh and 
heard a red-winged blackbird call. 

The yellow throats were very thick here. They 
gave the tsickory song. The song began low 


















and gradually increased in volume. Went on 
farther and heard a scarlet tanager sing. 

Then 1 saw a male redstart. It sang. (The most 
noticeable song at this place was the catbird. 

They were singing from every tree. Other songs 
were in the back ground. 

Looked in that song sparrows nest. It con¬ 
tained 4 half feathered young. The female's 
head while on the nest looked like a clover 
blossom. She was asleep. The male called and 
she fluttered off. A chebeC was calling 
excitedly from across the river and a bobwhite 
whistled far off. 

A phoebe was calling far from any house, i.ent 
up through the marsh by Seeley's marsh. By the 
barn I saw a bank swallow. A brown thrasher lit 
in a butternut tree and sang a little. 

A grosbeak called by Rick's grove and a bluejay 
called by the warehouse. Then a chimney swift 
appeared and I soon counted 10 flying around to¬ 
gether. Went up town and saw purple martin's on 
the liberty pole. 

By the house a grosbeak and a robin were chas¬ 
ing a bluejay. 

This afternoon I went down the river. The 
warbling vireos nest was deserted. The young 
having flown. They were being fed in a^asswood 
nearby. 

I walked on to the red-head's ne3t and stood 
Under it for some time. The female came and 
fed them. As soon as she lit on the top of the 
stub the young called. She gave them a grasshopper 
There were only two eggs in the phoebe's nest. 

While walking along in the grass by the fence 
I found a deserted bobwhite's nest containing 14 
partly incubated eggs.'There were a number of 
feathers lying about. The old one must have been 
caught. The top of the nest was torn off and one 
egg was broken. I let them alone, '^he nest was 
made of grass. 

Noticed some red-headed woodpeckers feeding 
their young. The sparrow hawks were out of the 
nest. I saw 3 of them. 










There was nothing in that song sparrows nest. 

Found a scarlet tanagers nest about 15 feet 
from the ground on a horizontal branch of a small 
white oak. It contained young. 

Cowbird nearly ready to leave the nest. It 
flew out when I looked in and hid in the grass. 
Finally it came out and begged for food from 
every bird that came near. A female English 
sparrow was much excited while I remained near. 

Ihe old tanagers came back and fed it after 
ahile. 

Saw a male downy woodpecker feeding its young 
one of the same stx. The young ones bill was short. 
Otherwise it was fully developed. It pecked a 
little at the bark. 

Then I went home . 

June 26, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning I went down to water the horses. 

Saw a flock of half a dozen young cowbirds. 

June 50, 190 0 - Saturday. 

Saw the Cowbird's again this morning. They 
Were ratherafraid but I approached them closely 
on my hands and knees. 


JULY 


July 1, 1900 - Sunday. 

Went over "in T. Hackett's grove this afternoon. 
Saw a yellow-bellied woodpecker. The red-winged 
blackbirds were feeding in the hay fields in 
flocks. 

July 3, 1900 - Tuesd ay. 

Saw a young yellow-bellied wooclpecker by 
^arpenter's. It flew over towards Steinbrinks. 

^ had a greyish head. 















July 7, 1900 - Saturday. 

This afternoon there was' an unusual commotion 
among some white-breasted nuthatches by Mrs. 
Pettey’s. Watched them. They were courting. 

The males went around with wings and tail spread 
calling sic a- enk kwee kwee. -hey were very 
pretty. 


July 9, 1900 - Monday . 

Pound a brown thrasher's nest in M. Maine’s 
woods, this morning. It contained 3 eggs. 

One was larger and had less spots than the others 
The nest was in a thicket of prickly ash and was 
about 4 feet from the ground. 

Kilbourn. 

July 11, 1900 - Wednesday . 

Our family and several friends went camping 
on the Wisconsin River near Kilbourn. 

Jim Seeley, father and I started about 6:30 
in the carriage. 

Saw numbers of vesper sparrows between 
Pullmer's and Dickie’s. 

after going over the Ebenezevhill the field 
sparrows were prominent. When we drove by they 
pitched into the brush by Pettey's corners. Two 
quail ran along in front of the horse for two or 
three rods. They vere male and female. 

The bobolinks and red-v/inged blackbirds were 
gathered in a flock in a hayfield. Some were 
perches on the roof of a ochoolhouse sunning 
themselves. 

The scrub patches on the sand were alive with 
field sparrows. 

A family of martins had a nest in a bird house 
°n top of a porch. Saw a single chimney swift 
coursing about this side of Delton. 

Saw a black and white creeping warbler on a 
scrub oak. In Kilbourn English sparrows were 
thick 















Saw a number of purple martins. 

The camp was about a mile from Kilbourn in a 

pine grove on the Wisconsin River. 

Pulpit Rock was just above. 

The most noticeable thing was the great numbers 
of crows and their tameness. They would let me 
walk under them as they sat in trees. 




July 12, 190 0 ~ Thursday. 

The song of the chewink came incessantly from 
across. As many as 3 sang at once. 

The Indigo Bunting lias a more varied song 
than at home. I saw the flight song several 
times. I did not know it at first. 

Saw 3 great red-tailed hawks circling aroun 
high in the air. One screamed all the time. 

July 13, 1900 - Friday. 

Saw a robin today "for The" first Time near camp. 
Some white breasted nuthatches courting in a pine. 

July 14, 1900 - Saturday . 

The river "has gone down and a sandbar goes 
from in front the camp to the whirlpool. Saw 
two spotted sandpipers. They were very wild. The 
sand was covered with crow tracks. 

July 15, 1900 - Sunday. 

It rained quite bard this morning." Jim and I 
took a walk in the afternoon toward the Pine Glen 
farm resort. Saw a number of phoebe's along the 
rocks and heard the full note of abluebird. There 
were English sparrows and chimney swifts around 
the cottages. We saw a family of kingbirds. They 
were very noisy. 

Coming back we ran across a robin roost in 
some scrub oaks. They were coming in for the 
night . There were over a hundred there already. 
They seemed to be feeding on the ground. 



















July 16, 1900 - Monday. 

This morning I went fishing before break¬ 
fast. Two phoebe’s called from the rocks 
across the river. One would call and the 
other answer. Twice while I was baiting my 
hook a pair of dusky ducks lit in the back 
water only to take wing when I looked up. 

Heard a great crested flycatcher bud did 
not see it. 

About 50 crows flew over in a flock. They 
had been bothering a great horned owl. 

At breakfast a belted kingfisher lit in a 
tree to watch for minows. He would plunge 
into the water and then after alighting shake 
himself. 

Saw a male swallow-tailed kite flying around 
this afternoon. Wil'l shot a crow. 

July 18, 1900 - Wednesday. 

This morning a family of chicadees we re 
around . The young ones were not able to feed 
themselves yet. They sat still until the old 
ones chose to feed them. 

Saw a black and white creeping warbler, 
hunting in a little pine. 

July 20, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning it rained hard. A phoebe 
came around camp catching flies. It lit on 
the tents and guide ropes fearlessly.. 

Went home this afternoon. By Spaulding’s 
corners a young white-rumped shrike sitting 
on a post. I got out and tried to catch it. 

I pointed one finger at it and tried to grasp 
it with my other hand. It fluttered away and 
I caught it in some oats. The old one was 
near. 

It had a very large mouth and bit and 
screamed. I let it go. Saw some crows about 
6 rods from the road. They did not fly. 

By Stackman's v.e saw some more and they flew 
away before we got within 20 rods of them*. Mr. 
Duval called a red-head a woodcock. 












NORTH FREEDOM, 


Tonight I heard a young robin learning to 
sing. It made a rather deeper note than the 
parent. 

There was one egg in the cedar waxwings 
nest. The English have formed a roost in 
Dockham’s trees. They were very noisy. 

July 21, 1900 - Saturday . 

This afternoon I went down in the fields. 

Mr. .'FLske had mowed his meadow and a flock of 8 
or 10 meadowlarks were feeding in it. They 
flew up from in under rry feet like/a Quail. 

By the ditch near the woods I scared up a bird. 
It appeared very much excited. I looked around 
and up flew a female cowbird and a young bird 
of some kind together. The cowbird had 
probably been watching it feed. I followed the 
old bird for some and at last got a good look 
at it. It was a vesper sparrow that had lost 
its tail and the new one was about 1 inch too 
short yet. S aw some catbirds feeding on wild 
rasberrys. 

That brown thrashers nest was empty and it 
was tilted to one side. By a thick clump of 
hazel bushes a flock of young quail flew up. 

The old one called and clucked till they all 
flew and then took wing herself. Some lit in 
a tree but I did not see them till they flew. 
Their bodies were about as big as a robins. 

Saw a catbird flycatching in the edge of the 
woods, along with several wood pewee’s. 

A family of song sparrows flew out of a 
brushpile at my approach. This species and the 
Maryland yeilowthroat sang often. 

Across the river quail whistled. 












Climbed, into a big maple over-hanging the 

river. 

Saw a male redstart minus tail. It appeared 
to he changing color. Maybe it was a young one. 

A busy white-breasted nuthatch came down 
within 6 feet of me and got a worm. After 
awhile a black and white creeping warbler flew 
to a bunch of leaves and pulled up a big white 
moth. It was the ermine md^th. He beat it 
against the tree and finally swallowed it with 
a great effort. It did not brace with its tail. 

Then I went home. 

July 22, 1900 - Sunday. 

This afternoon I went down on the island. A 
family of catbirds were flycatching in the first 
woods. 

hatched a song sparrow feeding by a patch of 
weeds, numbers of American goldfinches were fly - 
ing around in small flocks or pairs. 

Heard the song of the yellow-throated vireo, 
and a single harsh note followed it up and an old 
one was feeding a young one. The young one follow 
ed it and fluttered its wings. Saw catbirds eat¬ 
ing chokerberries. 

Then I went home. 

July 25, 1900 - Monday . 

This noon when I v/ent down to the cooper 
shop I saw a male goldfinch feeding on some cat¬ 
nip seed in front of Dr. Jones. The seeds were 
just formed. 

July 24, 1900 - Tuesuay. 

This afternoon I started to look for a meadow¬ 
larks nest that Mr. Fiske found while he was 
mowing. It began to rain and 4 or 5 spotted 
sandpipers took wing from a pond. Then I went 
in out of the rain. 

Tonight after suppier I saw the male cedar 
waxwing fly to the nest. He fed the female and 
looked under her. They moved around below the 
rim of the nest and I could not see much. 













Then I went down in the fields. Took the 
telescope with me. Watched a couple of redheads 
on a fence. A robin flew along in front of a 
oow that was coming up to be milked. Then I 
went through Doherety’s cornfield. Just as I 
was nearly through I heard a spotted sandpiper. 

I sat down and 3 or 4 were feeding about 10 rods 
off. There was 1 killdeer with them. 

They tipped as they walked. One settled down 
and dried his feathers. He then stood up and 
fluttered his wings rapidly to dry them. 

The killdeer ran at him at seized him by the 
back. He used his wings while running and bobbed 
excitedly when he stopped. One flew off. 

A mourning dove lit among them and walked 
around feeding. Suddenly it saw the end of the 
telescope and looked at it for a minute. Then 
it flew away over me. 

The sandpipers were feeding with quick motions. 
Once one ran after an insect. 

Then I went home. 

It rained hard and the ground was very wet. 

The snipe were in a field that was plowed for 
the first time and had water standing on it. 

July 25, 1900 - Wednesday. 

Vent down to watch the sandpipers with my 
opera glass. Looked for some time and thought 
that they had left. Then I saw one. It gave a 
little steely note like put . Another flew up 
with a loud pees wees . The first looked at me 
all the time. After a little it hunted for food. 

Then I went home. 

July 26, 1900 - Thursday . 

V/ent down in the fields about 4;30 p.m. Heard 
a meadowlark and a song sparrow 3ing. 

I looked in the plowed field. There was a 
single spotted sandpiper in it. It kept behind 
hummocks and out of sight. 

A kingbird kept fighting a male rose-breasted 
grosbeak as it hunted for food. The sandpiper flew 














from one pool to another and the kingbird chased 
it. it whistled and turned and when it lit 
held its wings above its back. Sat down beneath 
some elders. A song sparrow lit on the fence and 
chimped. A young one was below him and he look¬ 
ed at for some time. 

Some English sparrows lit on the fence and 
then went down to drink. One lit in the water. 

Then I went home. 

Went down again after supper. There were two 
spotted sandpipers in the field. They were tamer, 
& number of barn swallows were flying around the 
farther cornfield. They were much excited when I 
approached. There were a few bank swallows with 
them. Suddenly they flew off towards the east. 

Then I went home. 

July 27, 1900 - Friday . 

Went down in the fields before breakfast. 

Heard the pink of a flock of bobolinks. There 
were about 6 of them, another flock of about 15 
flew over. The swallows were still around the 
cornfield. The barn swallows fought among them¬ 
selves and flew around calling tweety .tweet. I 
desired to see if they lit on the corn and climbed 
a bitter-nut tree. A pair of robins were much 
excited but had no nest. A flock of red-winged 
blackbirds were attracted by the fuss and lit in 
the trees. 

A chicadee was hunting on the top of an elm 
across the river. A redhead followed it around 
and when it found anything chased it away and ate 

it. 

The males were streaked but still had the 
epaulets. 

Then I went home. 

After breakfast I went over in Hackett's woods 
Across the bridge a male goldfinch was eating 
thistle seeds. 

The chicadees nest was much deepened. In 
the woods I saw song sparrows with a cowbird. A 
female redstart was feeding her full grown young. 















The youngsters kept to the tops of the trees while 
she got food, near the ground. 

Farther on I saw a young male downy woodpecker. 
It was very tame. It was gettirg grubs from under 
sticks. Its bill was not quite grown. It braced 
with its tail. It would pick off some rotten wood 
and throw it over its head. 

Then a family of reu-eyed vireos in company with 
some chicadees came in sight. One of the vireos 
hunted along the ground. 

A party of white breasted nuthatches came along 
and I witnessed their fighting. A male suddenly 
spread his tail and raised it above his back and 
gave notes like the sound made by rubbing rubber 
on the teeth. They hopped around in that way 
for awhile and then went to feeding. I think that 
they were fighting for the same reason that 
young roosters do to see which is biggest. They 
fought a little, liaybe they were fighting for 
mates. There was a female near. 

Heard a chipping sparrow sing in the edge of 
the wo ods. 

A nuthatch caught a large moth and a least 
flycatcher tried to snap it away, but did not 
succeed. The nuthatch jammed it in to a crevice 
in the bark and then ate it. 

Crossed the railroad track and went to the 
half moon. 

Saw a redhead fly over with something in his 
bill. Then I went home. 

V/as sitting on the porch when several English 
sparrows flew down into the road and dusted them¬ 
selves. One chased the other away and used their 
places. They fluttered their wings. 

July 29, 1900 - Sunday. 

Looked in the cedar waxwing’s nest this eve¬ 
ning. There was 1 large young bird in it just 
showing feather tracts. 















JULY - 1900 - BIHDLIST 


No. of Birds seen July 1900. 


Lay 


"Name 


Lilies Fe- Young Sex un¬ 

males known 


1 American goldfinch 1 

Bobolink 2 

Wood pewee 1 

Song sparrow 4 

Maryland yellowthroat 1 
Bobin 2 

Bobwhite 2 

Chimney swift 
Vesper sparrow 1 

Hedheaded Woodpecker 1 

Bank swallow 

Bedwinged blackbird 1 

Cliff swallow 

Catbird 

Cowbird 3 

Mourning dove 1 

Barn swallow 1 

Killdeer 

Warbling Vireo 1 

Phoebe 1 

Purple martin 2 

Bronzed grackle 1 

Bluejay 
Kingfisher 

Total 57 26 
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Locality: Meadows along river from 
Doherty's to mill. 

Time: 8j00 A.M. - 9:30 A.K. distance 
less than l/2 mile. No. of species 24. No. 
of families 15. Orders 7. 






















Day- 


Name 


"Hales Fe- Young Sex un- 

males known 


Vesper sparrow 6 

Song sparrow 12 

Maryland. Yellowthroat 4 

Warbling Vireo 4 

Redeyed Vireo 8 

Indigo Bunting 3 

Yellowthroated Vireo 
Mourning Dove 
Bam Swallow 

Bobwhite 3 

Chimney Swift 
Cliff Swallow 

Redheaded woodpecker 1 

Chipping Sparrow 2 

Bobin 2 

Wood pewee 3 

Least flycatcher 
V/hitebreasted nuthatch 
Redwinged Blackbird 2 

Yellowbellied woodpecker 
Catbird 4 

Bobolink 2 

Baltimore Oriole 2 

Redstart 2 

Cedar Waxwing 
Meadowlark 
Kingbird 

Total 122 6(5 
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49 


Time: 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. distance 3 
miles. 

Locality: Road west of town - woods and J. 
Dickies. 

Marsh. No. of species 27, families 14, Orders 

5. 

Total all day 179 , 86 5 13 75 


















Name 


Day 


rales Fe- Young sex un¬ 
males known 


8 Meadowlark 5 

Kingbird 1 

Song sparrow 16 

Robin 3 

Bluejay 

Redheaded woodpecker 
American goldfinch 1 

Flicker 
Bank swallow 

Maryland yellowthroat 4 
Barn swallow 1 

Catbird 3 

V/ood pewee 2 

Chipping sparrow 2 

Vesper sparrow 6 

Bobolink 2 

Cowbird 

Rosebreasted Grosbeak 
Brown thrasher 1 

Mourning dove 
Haiiy woodpecker 
Bobwhite 2 

Phoebe 

Chimney Swift 

Indigo Bunting 1 

Downy woodpecker 
Cedar waxwing 
Purple martin 1 

Prairie horned lark 

Total 123 5l 
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1 2 
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Locality: Fields to plum orchard and back 
through marsh to Seeley's. 8;00 
a.m. - 10: a.m. Distance 2 miles. 
No. species 29, families 15, orders 

5. 




















Number of Birds seen July 1900, 


Name 

Males 

Females 

Young 

Sex Unknown 

.American Goldfinch 

1 

1 


2 

Bobolink 

2 




Wood Pewee 

1 




Song Sparrow 

4 




Maryland Yellowthroat 

1 




Robin 

2 


1 

10 

Bobwhite 

2 




Chimney Swift 




1 

Vesper Sparrow 

1 




Bed-headed Woodpecker 

1 

1 


1 

Bank Swallow 




2 

Bed-winged Blackbird 

1 




Cliff Swallow 





Catbird 
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Cowbird 

3 
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Mourning Dove 

1 



JL 

















Day 


Name 


Males 


Females 



Barn Swallow 
Killdeer 
Warbling Vireo 
Phoebe 

Purple Martin 
Bronzed Grackle 
Bluejay 
Kingfisher 


1 

1 

2 

1 


Total 57 26 g 2 

Locality: Meadov/s along river from Doherty’s to mill. 

Time: 8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m., distance less than l/2 mile. 

No. of species - 24. 

No. of families - 15. 


Orders - 7 

















Day 


Name 


Vesper Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Maryland Yellowthroat 
Warbling Vireo 
Red-gyed Vireo 
Indigo Bunting 
Yellow-throated Vireo 
Mourning Dove 
Bam Swallow 
Bobwhite 
Chimney Swift 
Cliff Swallow 

7 Red-headed Woodpecker 
Chipping S par row 
Robin 
Wood Pewee 
Least Flycatcher 
White-breasted Nuthatch 


M M M H M W 00 if- if* N 


Males 


6 


Females_Young_Sez Unknown 

1 1 


3 
3 


10 

15 

1 Nestful 3 

1 


5 

1 


HHNN 




















Name 

Males 

Females 

Young 

Sex Unknown 

Red-winged Blackbird 

2 



2 

Yellow-bellied Woodpecker 




1 

Catbird 

4 


2 


Bobolink 

2 




Baltimore Oriole 

2 




Redstart 

2 




Cedar Warning 




1 

Meadowlark 




1 

Kingbird 




1 

Total 122 

60 

2 

' ' 11 ' 

49 


Locality: Road west of Town - Woods and J. Dickie’s. 
Time: 2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Distance 3 miles. 

Marsh.. No. of species 27, families 14, orders 5. 


Total all day 179 


86 


5 


13 


75 















Females 


Day _ Name _ 

8 Meadowlark 

King Bird 
Song Sparrow 
Robin 
Blue jay 

Red-headed Woodpecker 
American Goldfinch 
Flicker 
Bank Swallow 
Maryland Yellowthroat 
Bara Swallow 
Catbird 
Wood Pewee 
Chipping Sparrow 
Vesper Sparrow 
Bobolink 
Cowbird 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Brown Thrasher 
Mourning Dove 


Males 

5 

1 1 

16 

3 1 
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Young Se x Unknown 
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1 
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Name 

Males 

Females 

Young 

Sex Unknown 

Haiiy Woodpecker 


1 

1 


Bobwhite 

2 




Phoebe 




1 

Chimney Swift 




1 

Indigo Bunting 

1 




Downy Woodpecker 


1 

1 


Cedar Waxwing 




1 

Purple Martin 

1 

1 

4 


Prairie Homed Lark 




1 

Total 123 

51 
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Locality: Fields to Plum Orchard and "back through marsh to Seelqy*s. 

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Distance 2 miles, 
families 15, orders 5. 


Time: 


no. species 29, 











July 30, 1900 - Monday. 

Found an English sparrow's nest in the church 
shed3 where the joist enters the side. It con¬ 
tained 4 fresh eggs. 

After supper 1 went down in the fields. A 
goldfinch flew down over me and then doubled 
hack. Quite a few song sparrows were singing. 

Turned and went straight through to the lane. 

Heard several wood pewees. 

The mosquitoes were very thick. 

Two kingbirds fovght a little. 

A kingfisher flew along over the river without 
a sound. 

Saw a male Maryland yellowthroat in a brush- 
pile. He seemed much excited. I saw his family. 
They gave the alarmnote of tonimp rather harshly. 

The one that I saw had a dark band across its 
breast. 

A mourning dove sitting in a dead oak a little 
ways off cooed. It v/as like this. 

cm -o _ — _ 

Once it added another coo. 

Heard the suo of the robin from across the 
river. 

Then I went home. 

July 31, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This noon while going to work in the cooper 
shop I saw a male English sparrow alight above 
his nest in a hole in Petty's shop. He chirped and 
then bent his head down to listcrito the young. 

AUGUST . 

August 1, 1900 - T/ednesday . 

This afternoon an English sparrow flew through 
the cooper shop. It went through the windows. 

















August 2, 1900 - Thursday . 

Saw a chicadee hunting through our Norway 
spruces this afternoon. 


August 3, 1900 - Friday. 

A chipping sparrow haa its nest in the top 
°f one of our Norway spruces. It has young in it. 


The 

The 


August 4, 1900 - Saturday . 

Young chipping sparrows are out of the nest, 
cat and a hen were after them this morning, 
old ones trailed and led them off. 


August 5, 1900 - Sunday. 

1,9 nt down to the ravines this afternoon. It 
Was very hot. 

On the old stub was a young redheaded wood¬ 
pecker dressing its feathers. It ran the wing 
leathers through its bill. Then it raised its 
&il and bent it to one side and cleaned that. 

called krittarah kerruck incessantly at first 
when it saw me. 

It was eating acorns. It flew off and was 
a sent some time when it returned it greeted me 
as before with bows and calls. Once it dropped 
+ P* 6Ce an acorn and watched it until it hit 
he ground. It was from the nest on the bank of 
he river and had the same preference as its 
Parent for the tall stub. 

/mother young one appeared to be driven away 
^etantly. 

A mourning dove cooed from the top of an oak. 

I* fluffed out its feathers and then smoothed 
hem. it was very watchful. A train whistled and 
flew off. 

Then 4 meadowlarks flew over in company. 

Another lit in the oak just vacated by the 
°Urning dove, and gave a low zreet. 





















That is as near as I can represent it. 

Went on through the open. In the woods near 
the hend I heard the note of a yellow-bellied 
wood-. soon I saw it. It was a young one. 

I hid behind a tree and Thatched it. There was a 
choke cherry tree full of cherries just in front 
of me. It grew at the base of an elm. The wood¬ 
pecker flew to the elm and then hopped onto a 
twig of the cherry tree. It ate several cherries 
swallowing them pit and all. 

Two young robins had found a shady plot of 
sod and were hunting over it. They were wild 
and flew up in a frightened manner. 

The phoebe’s nest was torn down, Around the 
bend I saw the song flight of the Indigo buntings 
Heard a harsh note like tsea atch coming from a 
tree as I approached 3 young wood pewees flew 
out of their nest on a horizontal limb, 6 feet 
from the ground. 

The old ones were not much alarmed but the 
young were very wild. 

Heard a tapping noise and saw another yellow 
hellied woodpecker tapping away at a dead tree. 

9 or 10 bluejays and redheaded woodpeckers were 
feeding on sweet acorns in a large tree. 

Then I came on the main flock of jays. There 
were nearly 100 of them in the trees and on the 
ground. A few were bothering a sparrow hawk. 

They settled near it when it lit and followed it 
when it flew but did not fight it. They gave a 
harsh note like kack while near it. The sparrow 
hawk was not so peaceably inclined and drove one 
from a limb. An old red-head chased a young one 
around in a tree. 

Saw a spotted sandpiper. Following the river 
Up I saw the family of Maryland yeliowthroats in 
a potato field. 

Then I went home. 

August 6, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning before breakfast I was up by 
Carpenter’s when I saw the young yellow-bellied 












woodpecker again. It was on a telephone post. 

It was trying to dig a hole in it. It hit 
sideways and pulled hut finally gave up in 
disgust. 

Then it flew over by Stl^enbrink's and lit 
on a Norway spruce. It examined some old 
holes made for sap in an interested manner. 

Then I went home. 

august 9, 1900 - Thursday . 

Heard a male sparrow - with a queer love note 
this afternoon it was like the creak of a grind 
stone. 

August 12, 1900 - Sunday. 

This afternoon I went down to the ravines. 

Saw a wood pewee. It sang. It caught insects 
on the wing with a snap. 

Did not see the redheaded woodpecker. 

Found the wings of a viceroy butterfly that had 
been eaten by some bird. 

tent on to the woods. 

A male bobwhite flew up and lit on the fence 
about twenty feet away. He walked along the 
fence peeping and peering and giving notes like 
too-too-too too-r-r-r-rt in a low tone. Then 
lie crouched "and after a minute of indecision 
flew up in a basswood. There he walked along 
the limbs and finally settled down in the sun 
and plumed himself. 

Then a bird as large as a bluebird with a 
yellow body and black wings came into sight for 
an instant and then disappeared. (Female tanager) 

Saw a male redstart. The wood pewee was 
feeding one of its young ones as I came along. 

The young one was afraid. 

Saw a robin with food in its bill. It gave the 
a larmnot e. 

A yellow-bellied woodpecker flew over calling 
as I reached the top of the hill. It flew like 
a goldfinch. Like the diagram. 












About 10 bluejays were feeding in a field. 
They flew up as I approached. I stood still 
behind a tree and they came down soon. 

They were eating grasshoppers. The grass was 
as high as they were making them hop very high. 
They pursued the hoppers along the ground taking 
large high hops. 

They seemed to be very easily frightened and 
would fly up almost as soon as they lit at times 
A kingbird that was chasirg all the birds near- 
fought one. 

A young redheaded woodpecker was flycatching. 
close by. The kingbird seemed to consider it an 
enemy he chased it all over. 

Once the redhead caught a miller. 

A phoebe that was on a stub in the river took 
a bath by flying into the water. 

Went on into the next woods. The goldfinches 
were flying around here. One male called all 
the time. 

Bobwhites were whistling from all over. 

Went back and sat down on a bank near some 
thornapple trees. A bluejay was in them. It 
bopped onto a stump and went along the ground. 

A pair of yellow-bellied woodpeckers were in a 
small black oak a few feet away. One was a 
female and the other a young one. The young one 
was begging for food. A redhead lit on a thin 
twig s.nd it bent down. It turned over on its 
back and hung there for nearly a minute looking 
at me. 

A blue jay gave a few notes of the song krr-r- 
j’~rk and a great variety of other notes. 

A female Maryland yellowthroat flew by with 
food in her mouth. 

Saw a large hawk of some species, (fled-tailed) 
Then some blue jays began to eat acorns. They were 
noisy and their notes sounded as though some one 
Was using a wagon that had not been greased. 

Then I went home. 















August 13, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning a flock of about 25 bobolinks 
were feeding out back of the cooper in an oat 
field. They saw me and flew away and were re¬ 
placed by a flock of nearly 100 English sparrows. 
They fed on oats and pigeon grass. 

August 1 5, 1900 - Wednesday. 

This morning I Went down in the fields. Were 
not many birds out. 

Saw a phoebe fly against the side of one of 
hr. Fisk’s haystacks for crickets. 

August 17, 1900 - Friday. 

Thi s evening as I came' from work about 200 
English sparrows flew into Bockhams trees. 

There must have been at least 400 altogether in 
the trees and on the ground. There are 3 roosts 
that I have found so far. By Powel’s, Pierson’s 
and Dockham's. 

August 20, 1900 - Monday. 

Went over across the river this morning. Saw 
a bird sitting on a fence behind a tree. Got up 
within 4 feet and put ny head around the tree. 

It v/as a field sparrow with rather ragged 
feathers. To my surprise a garter snake came 
dov.n the tree and hunted around the tree. They 
hid not see each other though in plain sight/ 

The field sparrow appeared to be looking for a 
Place to feed. Then it flew off. 

Then I went home as it began to rain. 

August 21, 1900 - Tuesday . 

^ There are lots of nighthawks around now. 

They are flying around so thick in the evenings 
that they are hardly ever out of sight. I 
hoticed that when one turned up that it expanded 
8 tail. They twist around in all directions. 
















August 24, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning it rained, a flock of about 50 
night hawks flew over. Went up town and by the 
post office I heard a note like that of a spotted 
sandpiper. I looked around and saw it looking 
touch excited at the edge of a puddle of water. 

Went down in Doherety’s field, it was full 
Of water. I thought it was deserted but I saw 
1 killdeer and the another until 6 had been 
reached. They did not know what I was. I kept 
well hidden in the corn. 

Sometimes they wagged their tails like a duck. 
They acted much like robins running with head 
d-Own and then stopping and straightening up. 

They were silent. One spread its wings and 
catching sight of me called in a low tone. They 
dipped once in a while. They dug angle worms. 

Once one found a large worm and jumped away 
from it. Then it took it up and ran. Another 
ran up and picked it up the other going away. 

It picked it up and dropped it several times and 
'then ate it. They dug them as a robin does. One 
Plumed itself. One came quite close. There was 
°ne spotted sandpiper there. Quail whistled and 
goldfinches were thick. Then I went home. 

This afternoon was fishing at the second 
slough. Saw a large flock of nighthawks on the 
V/ ay home. Two great blue herons flew around 
giving a harsh honk. The K_sound was hardly 
Siven. That is as near as 1 can put it on paper. 
The other answered once. They were circling 
around and calling when v:e left. They came quite 
c lose. 

Then I went home. 

August 25, 1900 - Saturday. 

'v/ent fishing this afternoon, on the second 
s lough. Saw 1 red-winged blackbird aid a bronzed 

Srackle. 

Also a family of bluebirds and of phoebes. 

On my way home 1 scared up a great blue heron, 
followed for some distance. It flew with feet 














straight down and neck up instead of the 
regular way. Once I saw it on the ground. It 
flew immediately. 

August 26, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning I v/ent down in the fields. Saw 
some song sparrows along the ditch and a number 
of goldfinches. There were not many birds. 

In Maine’s woods 1 saw a female Indigo bunting. 
Then I went home. 

August 27, 1900 - Monday. 

Fixed up an old barrel this morning by 
Doherety's field to hide in and watch the kill- 
deer. There was one there it was very wild. 

This evening I v/ent down and hid in the barrel. 
A spotted sandpiper flew down and fed, another 
flew around. The first called pees-wees . It 
looked into vacancy and called. 

Then I went home. 

August 28, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning while at work in the cooper shop 
I heard a meadowlark sing. 


SEED EMBER. 

September 1, 1900 - Saturday. 

Y.ent down by Seeley’s marsh. Heard a subdued 
Pink and saw a flock of bobolirjh in the marsh. 

I did not have time to watch them. I have been 
looking for them for some time. 

Down at the bend I saw a number of robins. 

Some white-breasted nuthatches were in the 
tree. 

Then I went home. 

September 2, 1900 - Sunday. 

Went down in the fields this morning after 
breakfast. The btfds were not visible. Saw one 
c liff swallow. Dear Maine's woods v/ere a number 
°f song sparrows and I heard one catbird. Wear 























Near the marsh I saw a hank swallow. At the bend, 
a strange bird flew around from an oak. 

Saw the bobolinks. They flew up from the 
ground and lit on the reeds. They were very 
pretty. Their wings made a noise. Thy flew up 
and went farther. 

More appeared. One was very excited it 
chucked and spread its tail and flitted its wings. 

The tail nervously expanded like a meadowlarks. 
They dressed their feathers. They flew up and lit 
going straight down suddenly. 

I went into the marsh as near as I could see 
they fed on smartweed seeds. 

Then I went home. 

In Maine's woods I picked up a feather from 
tha tail of some hawk presumably that of the 
Cooper's hawk. 

This afternoon 1 went over across the river. 

It was cloudy and windy and looked like rain. 

The birds were very still, as it was going to 
rain I went over in the farther woods and got 
under a strawshed. 

A red-headed woodpecker kept to the side of 
a tree from the wing and looked as though it 
would be blown off. It was an adult. 

It stopped raining and I went on. 

Crossed the creek and went to the hemlock 
bluffs getting in time to take refuge from another 
storm. 

Saw one or two smaller birds and a large red¬ 
tailed hawk presumably. Then I went home. 

September 5, 1900 - Vfednesday. 

This morning Art Hudy said that there was a 
"wild canary's" nest by their house. 

V.ent up it turned out to be an American 
goldfinch's nest. It was woven in the crotch of 
kn apple tree about an inch through and was about 
5 feet up. It was in aXcrotch and was woven around!! 
the limbs. It v/as shaded from the sun on all 
sides by leaves. The nest was very alean. 

The female was on it when we approached. She 
slipped off the farther side and lit in a corn- 












field with a per-chic-o-ree. It contained 3 
young. Their crops were filled with food. The 
outside was composed of cobweb’s, cornsilk, 
dandelion stems with heads, grass, strips from 
weather beaten weeds like the lambs quarter, 
grapevine bark and weed flower clusters. 

It was lined with thistle down. 

The contrast between the brown outside and 
the white lining made it very pretty. 

Then Jim Seeley and I took our dinner and 
went over south. 

By Blachley’s bridge we saw a number of 
English sparrows. By the wire fence near the 
ravines was a phoebe. It caught an insect with 
a snap near our heads. 

Borne bluejays were getting acorns at the 
ravines. 

By the spring in Voll’s woods there was a 
small bird in a brushpile. I tossed a handful 
of dirt at it and it flew out. It was a song 
sparrow with a rather short tail. 

Saw no more birds till we crossed a creek. 
Then there were a number of bluejays. In the 
hemlock trees at the bluff was a chicadee and 
some red-headed woodpecker. 

Y/ent on along the rocks. In the woods v/e saw 
two male redstarts. One gave a sharp note whick 
attracted my attention, lioscuitoes were very 
troublesome. Saw two hairy woodpeckers. A male 
Went on the underside of a limb. They called to 
each other. 

There were a large number of cedar waxwings 
here. They were about the middle of the trees. 

A yellow-throated vireo gave the harsh note and 
sang. Saw 3 robins. They flew' up from the 
ground with a pimp. They were wild. 

Coming back \.e saw a flock of chicadees in 
the top of a broken down hemlock. 

Six ruffed grouse flew up from about 20 feet 
a way. They were followed by another, it looked 
at us as it flew and one of its wings cut a 
small hemlock. 

Saw a wood pewee. Went down under the rocks. 














A yellow-throated, vireo came hunting along in 
the trees. It gave a low indrawn note like 
tsick. 

~~ "Some flickers called loudly from across the 
river. Then we went home. 

S eptember 6, 1900 - Thursday . 

Mr. Ttjmble told me that he saw a white 
sparrow up town in the road. Father said that 
he saw' it too. 

September 7, 1900 ~ Friday . 

This afternoon in front of J. Jacob T s I saw a 
chipping sparrow feeding a nearly grown young 
one. 

September 8, 1900 - Saturday. 

Went hunting this morning. There were a 
dumber of English sparrows by Blachley’s bridge. 

They drank and bathed in the shallow waner. They 
would settle down and flutter an instant and then 
fly to a willow. 

Over by G. Haclcett’s there were a number of 
vesper sparrows in the road. 

The woods were full of migrants. Strange 
Warblers flitted through the undergowth and 
sparrows of different species flew up into the 
trees as I neared them. The greater part were song 
sparrows. While climbing a hill a bluejay flew 
into a thicket several times. It was storing some¬ 
thing. 

Another sat in a tree till 1 was within 10 feet 

it. 

There were a number of yellow-throated vireos 
in the trees. They seemed to keep to the tops of 
the tall maples and kindred trees. There song 
is louder and richer than that of the red-eyed vireo 

“ent on up ■che hill. Saw a scarlet tanager. It 
flew up from the ground and was much alarmed, 
sailing long after, I had passed. In an opening 
a flock of about 25 bluebirds were flycatching. 

They kept to the tops of the trees and were silent, 
■‘■wo or three were in the air most of the time. 














There were bluebirds all over in that place. 
Out in the lane by the house one was feeding in 
the road with a vesper sparrow. It flev/ up and 
the sparrow fought it in the air. There was a 
flock of strange birds here. 

By the bridge I heard a queer trembling sweet 
song coming from 3 ome weeds. It reminded me of 
a wren. (Song sparrow). I could not see what, 
bird it was. The English sparrows frightened it 
when they flew. Heard crows caw. 

Then I went home. 

This afternoon ihe sparrows were feeding out 
in the garden. Cf a sudden 1 saw one that was 
much lighterthan the others. It v/as a light 
cream color on the back. n i. 

Saw a number of nighthawks this evening. The 
are getting cold. 
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September 9, 1900 - Sunday. 

Went down by the ditch this morning. Saw a 
number of Indigo buntings. Two had no tails. 

They were much excited. A song sparrow caught 
insects on the wing. English sparrow's did the 
same up by H. Smith’s. Saw an American gold¬ 
finch. Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went over in T. Hackett’s 
woods. At the gate v/as a flock of chicadees. 

They were very tame. One had a large green 
worm. It was about 2 inches long. It held 
it under its foot and picked off pieces of it. 
Then it picked it up and hopped off. After 
looking around it put it in a crotch and left it. 

Another came while it v/as eating and looked 
at it. They gave notes like sut.y suty s eety 
seets a lur . 

Heard a yellow—billed cuckoo. Followed the 
sound. I could hear them in all directions but 
could not locate them. Finally I discovered 
that they were chipmunks. Heard a loud tick 
or tchick over head. A yellow-throated vireo 
gave it. There were numbers of them here. They 
sang and called. This one was much disturbed 



























by me. On the west side were a number of nut¬ 
hatches and a black and white creeper. I follow¬ 
ed it for quite a ways. Vlhe n it flew from one 
tree to another it gave a faint tseet. It did 
not brace with its tail. It kept to the trunks 
and lower and middle branches of the trees. At 
times it hunted around much the same as any 
percher . It had one queer habit of zig zagging 
along a limb. It would jump up and come down 
facing the other way. It would keep this up 
for several feet. 

Across the track I saw a male rosebreasted 
grosbeak and heard the call of it s young. 

Then I went home. 

September 12, 1900 - Wednesday . 

This morning I heard a meadowlark sing. 

Y.ent to Baraboo this afternoon. Saw vesper 
sparrows along the road. Between Yiatson’s and 
the corner a sparrow hawk flew out of a corn 
field where it had been hunting mice. 

A mournii^ dove was sitting on a telephone 
wire. By the ford in Lyon's were a number of 
bronzed grackles. On the way back we saw them 
sating field corn. There were about 25 of them. 

Heard a whippoorwill tonight. 

September 15, 1900 - Thursday. 

This morning I heard a meadowlark sing. A 
Prairie horned lark flew over. A flock of a 
hozen cedar waxwings looked queer with the sun 
turning their bodies yellow and wings black. 

A flock of 5 bronzed grackles started to fly 
through the trees. One had no tail. 

This evening about 4 o’clock I could see the 
English sparrows catching insects in all direc¬ 
tions. 

September 14, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning over by the school-house I saw 
5 red-tailed hawks at once. They were sailing. 














I watched them till they passed out of sight. 

I^hen first sighted they were northeast of me 
and when they were lost to sight they were south¬ 
west. One was outlined clearly against a white 
cloud for a time. 

Sunday night I watched the moon with a spy¬ 
glass. Saw 5 birds. One flew like a goldfinch. 


September 16, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning 1 went down in the fields. It 
had turned cold in the night and the thermometer 
registered 40°. There was a hard wind coming from 
the northwest. 

By the ditch I scared up 2 song sparrows. They 
laid very close and flew out almost under my 
feet. They were on the east and south sides of 
the weeds. They flew up with a tseep. Saw two 
more birds in that little couley below Hackett's. 
One was a song and the other a field sparrow. 

They were feeding. They were shy and hard to 
catch sight of. As soon as flushed they flew 
into the hazel-brush and were lost to view. 

Analysed an old catbird's nest. 

The outside was twigs of cl£matis and other 
trees and brushes. Next was a layer of thin bark, 
°ak leaves, dry grass, roOtlets, oat straw, 
strips of flags, pieces of clematis climbers, 
clover stems and grass with the roots attached. 

It was lined with whitish and brownish black root¬ 
lets. It was placed about 4 feet from the ground 
in a hazel bush and was quite bulky. Then I 
tyent home. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 
Saw some vesper sparrows by the ravines. It was 
farmer. They were feeding in a field and did not 
seem to mind the wind. They had a curious white 
line on the neck. I watched one feeding. It did 
n °t seem to notice me. It hopped around and 
s cratched by jumping forward and the backward 
^ngging its claws as it went back. 


















A myrtle warbler lit on a fence and wagged its 
tail vigorously. It gave a call note like tschip . 

Underparts whitish, streaked on sides with 
black, upper breast same, back and crown brownish 
rump yellow, tail tipped with white, white above 
and back of the eye. 

It was a young one. It sang in a low, sweet 
bubbling manner. It was hunting around in the 
weeds. It caught insects up by Voll’s barn. It 
was very restless. It raised its v/ings when after 
insects. It spread its tail when it flew. It 
would hop onto to the fence and scold at me once 
in a while. 

It lit on an outbuilding and sunned itself. 

Some English sparrows flew over and it crouched 
down. One lit. near it and it moved away. Saw 
another. Went on through the fields, frightened 
hp a rabbit, and two song sparrows flew up in 
front of it. Scared up quail. They flew up in 
a bunch, and scattered. Picked up a feather 
which one had lost. It was a small body feather. 
White with 3 black bars, middle of tip reddish 
brown. Went on and saw 5 of them again. 

Saw 2 more myrtle warblers. They were males 
and had yellow on each side of the breast. Then 
I went home. 

September 17, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning I heard the tsu of a white-throat¬ 
s'! sparrow. It was over in Fiske's berries. It 
Was hunting for food. 

September 21,1900 - Friday. 

Went hunting with father this morning. Got up 
a t 4 and started at five. Heard some killdeer 
calling down below*. 

Hode out to C. Meirs about 8 miles. The road¬ 
side thickets were full of sparrows and nyrtle 
warblers. Saw a catbird in front of Sullivan's, 
■^be thickets were full of white throated sparrows 
a nd I saw a family of field sparrows sunning them¬ 
selves on a fence. One sang. The bluejays were 
sating acorns. Once while looking around I saw 














what I thought was a mourning dove. Another 
soon passed. 

Then they began to soar and I 3aw that they 
were Sharp-shinned hawks. A bluejay followed 
them around and called warningly. Saw a 
pair of hairy woodpeckers showing off before 
a female. The winter wrens gave a note some¬ 
thing like that of a song sparrow. 

They hopped around with spread tails giving 
the rolling note while she gave the skik note. 

Saw a flock of quail on the way home. 

Pound a cedar waxwing's nest with 3 nearly 
grown young in it. They were wild and flew 
out when I touched the nest. One stretched up 
to its fullest height and looked at me fear¬ 
fully. The nest was lined with wool. Then we 
went home. 

Saw winter wrens. 

September S3, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning I went down in the fields before 
breakfast. Saw a flock of 20 meadowlarks. They 
Were wild. They sang. One had a very clear voice. 

The others were not so good. Heard a robin try 
to sing. It was a rather poor attempt. The 
robins are coming around now more. 

After breakfast went down by the ditch. Saw 
the flight song of the Indigo bunting. Heard a 
strange sweet song but could not locate the giver 
in the weeds. (Song sparrow) 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 

Picked up an Orioles nest under an elm tree. 

Saw two chicadees at the ravines. One of them 
whistled spring here all the time. 

A hairy woodpecker hunted around the tree3. 

Saw 3 red-tailed hawks circling around. They 
gave a note like keyur-r-r, given as nearly as 
possible in one syllable. 

^aw a chipping sparrow eat a measuring worm. 

had not lost all the stripes on its breast. 

It was a young one. Analysed the orioles nest. 

Outside silky fibers sewed with horsehair 
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black, lined with hrown stiff grass, pig- 
bristles, pine needles very strongly woven. 

The twigs that upheld it had snapped off. 

^ Vent on through the fields. Scared up 
v several vesper sparrows. One flew into a 
bush and sat there looking around. Saw 2 
yellow-bellied woodpeckers and a white-breasted 
nuthatch catching winged ants. 

They seemed to be experts and reminded one 
of huge bats. Even a bluejay caught the fever. 
and swept around one spread wings, making a pair 
of chipmunks think that it was a hawk. The first 
two named would fly out, hover an instant on 
spread wings and then dive downward and rise to 
a perch like this | 
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The myrtle warblers were also catching ants. One 
flew after a large moth that was zigzagging about 
but missed. It gave an angry tchip . An instant 
later the moths wings were shotfn from its body 
^ by a yellow-belly and came floating to the 

ground. The warblers generally lit with their 
insects in their bills. 

A chipping sparrow found a worm and picked it 
Up and dropped it several times before swallow¬ 
ing it. Saw a dov/ny woodpecker and heard two 
catbirds. 

Heard a vesper sparrow sing. It repeated the 
last part of the song twice. 

Three bronzed grackles flew east along the 
valley chucking. 

Heard several robins, three were sunning them¬ 
selves in a dead oak. 

The vesper sparrows are quarrelsome now and 
chase each other around. 

Came across a flock of about 25 whitethroated 
and song sparrows. They had there headouarters 
j j in a gully filled with stumps. 

They were quite peaceable. The white-throats 
sang a little. They began with a loud III and 
ended with a low whispered peabody peabody that 
I could scarcely hear. 















A great horned owl hooted twice . 

A rohin attempted to sing. It was much 
broken up. They called to each other and 
were gathering to roost. 

They fought with bluejays and with each 
other. 

Saw a phoebe. It flew into a tall basswood 
when it saw me. 

Heard a song sparrow sing. It was as clear 
a song as ever. 

Saw two flickers giving the whick ah note. 
Some robins were hunting on a piece of greens¬ 
ward that lay in the shade. Then I went home. 


September 26, 1900 - Wednesday. 

This recess I" "went down in Lawton’s pasture 
to see if there were any killdeer there, a part 
of it was covered with water for the rain of 
last night. At the farther side of this pool I 
saw a V/ilson’s snipe I started towards them and 
shaped my path so as to pass 10 feet away. As I 
got even a killdeer jumped and the snipe follow¬ 
ed with a note like kreek. 

Then I went back. 

Tonight after school I vent down in the fields. 
In hoherety's field I saw the snipe and 3 kill- 
heer. Sat down to watch them. They retreated a 
short distance. The snipe stretched its wing and 
followed feedirgas it went. I could see the 
Motion of the throat in swallowing sometimes. 

They stopped in a sunny place and staid still with 
head on breast for some time. One killdeer got 
° n a. little ridge. A train started them on 
& gain. 

The snipe stretched one wing with its claw. 

I changed my position and the killdeer ran away 
ra pidly stopping. The snipe followed more slowly 
w ith neck stretched as far as possible. It 
looked a rail. 

V/ent on into Maine's woods. Saw a song sparrow. 
■“■ gunshot flushed a flock of about 30 cedar vvax- 
vvi *igs. They circled around but I did not see where 
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they lit. A number of robins were feeding on 
frost grapes in a tree. They were very wild. 
There ware numbers of them in these woods. Their 
lisping notes could be heard in all directions. 
<>atched a blue jay flying-, it flew with its head 
a nd body turned slightly towards the direction in 
which the wind came. Like this 
west wind East 

a is the jay 

north 

It was going straight north on dotted course. A 
bobolink and a bronzed grackle flew over. 

Saw a catbird, a song and a white-throated 
s Farrow and an Indigo bunting. 

A large bird appax-ently a hairy woodpecker 
by the wing motion and shape of wings flew over 
Tuite high up. It was silent. 

A red-winged blackbird flew over. 

Then I went home. 


September 27, 1 9 00- Thursday. 

This morning Clarence Cook and I went down 
the Island. Saw a family of American gold¬ 
finches feeding on sticktights. There were a 
dumber of song sparrows scattered through a corn 
ield feeding. When flushed they took refuge in 
Some bushes and weeds covering the river bank 
which was very steep at this place. 

On a wire fence at the edge of the voods was a 
Phoebe. It flew against the side of a large tree, 
an insect and lit on a bump to swallow it. 

‘■d e n it saw us it went into the tops of the trees, 
afterward we heard it calling. There were lots 
1 robins here. Heard a song sparrow sing. 

, A junco flew up in the top of a tree and called 
fhe a thrasher. Went on. Saw a great number of 
0 ins. They wore feeding on the ground and amoxig 
■^grapevines. I could see where they had been 
& tirig black haws. £ 

Saw them on sunken floodhash covered with 













water bathing, The water was over their feet. 

They would squat down and flutter in it. Some 
cedar waxwings joined them. There were blue- 
jays with them. 

The robins made short attempts at song. Saw 
two myrtle warblers. Saw a male flicker feed¬ 
ing on the ground. It progressed by short hops. 

It was very tame. It turned over leaves and got 
crickets and grasshoppers. 

A vesper sparrow lit on the top of a tall dead 
tree. 

The flicker looked up at the alarmnote of a 
hluejay and stood as high as possible. 

A flock of 12 cedar waxwings flew over. Start¬ 
ed back. Saw a sharp-shinned hawk. At sight of 
it all the birds became silent. They did not 
begin until it had been gone for some time. 

Then we went home. 

This afternoon I saw a sharp-shinned hawk make 
a sudden dash into Blachley's chicken yard. It 
<iid not get anything. 

Saw 3 or 4 junco's in Mrs. liussels evergreen. 

They were a very welcome sight. 


September 29, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning before breakfast 1 went down in 
the fields. Saw a bronzed grackle by H. Smith’s. 

It sang. Went on. There were 4 meadow larks in an 
°ak tree in pioke's pasture. Saw some horned 
larks flying around. Could not determine the 
s Pecies. Probably prairie. Heard some white- 
throated sparrows sing. Saw an immature^*one. 

It had duller white on its head. 

A bluejay flew over with an acorn in its bill. 

Then I wont home. 

After breakfast a kingfisher flew over low down. 
It appeared to be catching insects. It swerved 
fl> om side to side like a nighthawk. 

Went down in Seeley's pasture about 10:00. Saw 
a humber of song and v,hite-throated sparrow's. They 
San £. Heard a quail. 

There were a number of robins on the point. 



























Found where a mink had eaten one. It had eaten 
it all hut the upper mandible. Feathers were 
strewed all over. 

Saw a phoebe. Then I went home, 
l'his afternoon I went down in the fields. 

Saw two rr^rtle warblers. In Maine’s woods were 
a number of song and white-throated sparrows. 
They were bathing in the slough. 

Saw a yellow-bellied woodpecker getting grubs 
°ut of an elm tree. Heard a flicker give the 
harsh fall note. 

Then I went home. 



September 50, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning before breakfast I went down in 
the fields. There v.'ere great numbers of meadow¬ 
larks singing. There were 6 singers near me 
besides others that were feeding. One attempted 
the flight song. They gave alarm notes when I 
approached as whoip and the harsh note. One 
gave a note like whese . 

Saw some more prairie horned larks. They flew 
around in an erratic manner and fought with each 
other in the air. 

Two bluejays passed me with acorns in their 
bills and hid them along Lawton’s pasture fence. 

I could not see the exact point as they were 
Moving continually. Two killdeer alighted in 
the field. Then I went home. 

Af 1 er breakfast I went out again. Hunted 
along the fence for the acorns but did not find 
them. (Hidden by the bluejays). Noticed that 
the downy woodpecker gave the sharp note and the 
rattling note on the wing. Scared two vesper 
oparrows from some willows. Heard some crows 
c aws. 

hobins from the plum orchard roost began to fly 
°ver in long stringing flocks. A few hundred 
*set apart with them were a few cedar waxwings. I 
think that I saw upwards of 200 robins and nearly 
25 cedar waxwings in 15 minutes. The waxwings 
V/ ere silent but the robins gnve lisping notes. 










I think th&t the roost extends from Maine’s 
woods to the plum orchard on "both sides of the 
river. Saw a number of ruby crowned kinglets 
in the woods. They scolded harshly with notes 
like chit-i t and flitted their wings. They were 
,^ v ery tame, and hunted about anywhere from the 
tops of the high elms to the thomapples. 

They were seldom quiet and were hard to look 
& t throvgh a glass. 

The blue jays all became silent at the firing 
°f a gun, but resumed their noise soon. 

Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 

Hrom Lawton’s to the bridge flocks of English 
8 Pnrrows flew up in front of me and lit in the 
trees to fight and chatter as they do in the 
0 venings. At the ravines 1 saw vesper sparrows 
and myrtle warblers. A vesper sparrow flew into 
a tree and sat there looking passively about now 
a larmed at a fluttering leaf and now pruning its 
feathers. I watched it for some time and it 
JL finally flew off after a companion. They have 
this habit when flushed. 

Saw a hairy woodpecker. 

Went on - searched a wheat field and some newly 
Plowed ground for prairie horned larks, but could 
n °t find them. Went to the edge of the woods. 

Hsre the woods were full of sly forms that flitted 
t° and fro like falling leaves. 

Heard a myrtle warbler give a hissing swe. One 
Hunted along a rail fence. They sit still some¬ 
times and look around for insects. Saw a wood 
Pswee . It flew off when it saw me. Saw song and 
w Hit e-throated sparrows. 

Saw a pair of white-breasted nuthatches. They 
^re almost never seen in flocks now* Their mating 
is done. 

Saw a phoebe on a fence. It lit on the rails 
iV; to watch for insects. 

In the marsh were at least 100 birds. Song, 

"'Hit e-thr oated and fox sparrows, goldfinches and 













a few chewinks and nyrtle warblers. They were 
feeding on sticktights but took to the trees 
when I approached. 

Heard the to-v/h ee of a chewink and followed 
it up. It soundedTTike farther away than it 
;vas » when I flushed it it flew into a tree and 
from there to a thornapple tree and after that 
i lost it. 

The nyrtle warblers were very thick here. 

They were in the brushpiles and all over. Watch- 
e d one in a brushpile. It would flutter up 
nearly vertical sticks and pick of gnats, hop 
into the air, reach out as far as possiole, put 
kill close to neck and fall off from a limb, 

& fter an insect. All these moves were gone 
through in a moment. It kept jerking its tail up 
nnd down all the time. Heard an Indigo bunting 
s i n £. Heard a quail calling. Then I went home. 


OCTOBER 

October 1, 1900 - Monday . 

This morning about 5:30 I heard a bird in 
i'iske’s berry patch. Went over in there but did 
not see it. Followed it down to Doherty's and 
® a w it in an apple tree. It v.-as a golden-crowned 
kinglet. It gave a very thin note that would 
Penetrate some distance like seety-seety . It was 
not so restless as the ruby-crowned and did not 
f lit its wings. It went in all trees, evergreen 
nnd decidous. Saw 12 bronzed grackles. One 
Sa iled with spread wing about 200 feet. 

After breakfast I went up on the hill and got 
kat goldfinches nest. Outside, shreds of bark, 
a Pple leaves, weed clusters, strips of weeds, 

°orn silk, wool, spider webs, fine grass, grape- 
. ne bark. Lined with thistle down, horse hair. 
Pine needles, u&w some bluejays carrying off 
ac orns. There are a number of them here. 

Bluebirds flew over in a flock. Their notes 

directly a k° ve ^S’when they were not be- 






















Saw a number of homed prairie larks and some 
smaller birds rise out of a field as a train 
Passed. There must have been 50 of them. 
.[American, pipits], Th^y,rose with notes that 
W& &wn here. Ar slowly 

sxaming the ground ahead with the glass. 
Finally a small flock rose from a knoll behind 
us. 


Then we went home. 












1900 


OCTOBER 

October 1, 1900 - Monday. 

V.'ent up on the Hill with Art Rudy after 
school. 

W hile going there I saw a family of chipping 
sparrows by Doherty's. 

Art and I hunted through the wheat field but 
<iid not see any horned larks. 

Pound plenty of droppings and some small 
feathers. Saw some small birds down the rail¬ 
road track. Went down. They were very wild and 
es it was a gloomy day I could not identify them 
st first. They proved to be vesper sparrows. 

They were quarrelsome and chased each other. 

When 1 flushed they went into a cornfield. They 
rose at about 100 feet. 

A mourning dove flew by going quite fast. It 
was low down about 30 feet from the ground. It 
went south. Then I went home. 

October 2, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning it rained. Mother heard a strange 
note from pettey's yard. I knew it was a quail. 
‘Vhen I heard it it was giving the scatter call and 
was answered from the fields. It was feeding on 
fche boxelder keys. When it saw me it flew. 

This noon father told me thut it had been in 
*n the barn eating oats. 

October 3, 1900 - Wednesday. 

"6nt down to Seeley’s marsh this morning. 
x here were a great number of sparrows. They were 
8 *%ing. The young song sparrows gave a queer 
^^ture but the old ones sang clearly. Heard a 
d-winged blackbird sing over towards Hacketts. 
Saw 9 bluebirds. Then I went home. 

Tonight l!rs. Russel told me that a patridge 
RS’d been in her yard. She said we called it a 












quail. What we call a partridge she said was 
a pheasant. 

October 4, 1900 - Thursday . 

This morning I got up when it was just light. 

As soon as it was light enough to see well the 
English sparrows began. 

Went down in the fields. Saw the song 
sparrows just waking up. They called to each 
other with notes like tseet. They were very 
shrill. As soon as the sun appeared the meadow¬ 
larks sang. Heard the robins at the roost. 

Heard a chicadee whistle spring here . 

Heard a flock of quail calling to each other. 
All the birds became silent suddenly. A song 
sparrow that was in the air took hurried xefuge 
in a tree. 1 soon saw the cause of it. A 
Coopers hawk flew over rapidly. It lit in 
Hacketts grove. Came back up. Saw two bluejays 
hunting on the ground in Mrs. Russels yard. 

Heard a golden-crowned kinglet and followed it 
Up. The note lias a fine penetrating quality 
that makes the bird seem near. I found it in 
Smith’s trees. It was catching gnats. It gave 
notes like tseety tse and a shorter tse. The 
Underparts were yellowish white. Back olive- 
brown. The wings were very pretty. It frecruently 
sat still and called. It was quite tame. I 
could not see it when it was in the evergreens. 

It was so small. Then I went home. 

After breakfast I went over to that plowed 
ground. Just as I got there a train scared the 
birds off. One flock flew away. The other lit 
farther on. Went up by them. They had lit on the 
other side of a knoll. I crept up on my knees. 
Some were horned larks and some American pipits. 
The first 1 had ever seen. They were silent 
while on the ground and jerked their tails up and 
down while walking. They did not seem to heed 
We. They were noticeably different from the 
horned larks. The larks were singing. I turned 
Wy head quickly and they flew. Ed Dummer called 
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the horned larks meadowlarks. The pipits had 
different notes from the larks. 

I could distinguish the larks on the wing 
by the black tail and larger size. There were 
a number of vesper sparrows feeding on ragweed 
y along the fence. Saw one junco. It lit in a 
tree about 6 feet away while I was te.lkingv/ith 
Ed. Then I went home. 

Oct ober 5, 1900 - Friday . 

This evening the moon was shining. Heard a 
killdeer calling down below. It gave the kill- 
deer note. 

October 6, 1900 - Saturd ay. 

This afternoon I went over to Voeck's rye- 
field. There were no pipits there. Went down 
helow Seeley’s. Saw a few American goldfinches and i 
the usual song and white-throated sparrows. 

Heard a strange song from some willows, but could 
dot locate it as there was too much water. 

The sparrows were feeding in the edge of a 
* cornfield and flew into the marsh on my approach. 

Went over to Henfy Hacketts. Saw a flock of 
English sparrows. Then I went home. 

October 7, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning heard a bird give a note like 
tpink. Followed it up and found that it was a 
white-throuted sparrow. Heard a chipping sparrow 
give a note like tsee t. 

After breakfast T~went up to the cemetery. 

Took Pug along. Went back over the hill. Found 
the remains of a Coopers Hawk meal. It had 
breakfasted on a white-crowned sparrow. 

There were feathers scattered around and I 
found the beak, some skin hanging to it. It had 
. ®aten it on the ground. The hawk was large for 
I the feathers we re scattered.- This is a likely 
Place for coopers hawks and I think it was one. 

There were a number of bluejays hanging around 
bhe place. They had apparently gathered while the 
hawk was eating and one of them getting too near 
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was seized and carried off. I only found one 
bunch of feathers so the dead jay must have 
been carried away. 

Saw a new warbler once. It had a white breast, 
sides streaked with black and black head. It was 
bear the ground but flew up into a tree when I 
a Pproached. It had an undulating flight. (Black¬ 
burnian warbler). 

Saw some chicadees. Got some scarlet tanagers 
breast feathers, and a small feather from the 
ruff of a ruffed grouse out of a chipmunks nest. 
Above John Patterson's I saw several brown 
creepers. They have notes like tsip tsip tseep. 
There were about 25 juncos feeding on some rag¬ 
weed in an apple orchard. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 

was quite cold. 50° Fahr. Saw no birds until 
I got to the end of ravines. There 1 saw 3 young 
quail in a cornfield. They :> flew a few feet and 
lit. I tried to get to whdre I could watch them 
“Ut in doing so ran into the main flock. There 
toust have been 20 of them. Followed them up. Some 
°f them were not fully grown. Their wings made 
bo noise. They went- across the river. Saw some 
Obncos and myrtle warblers. The young juncos were 
lighter. They were quite tame. They were eating. 

A woodpecker flew by me with a low cull cuh . I 
bought it was a flicker. It looked rather small 
a bd as it lit near by I looked at it through the 
Slass. It was a red-bellied woodpecker. The first 
had ever seen. It was a fine male. It hopped 
0 the top of the tree and then flew off and I 

could not find it. 

Saw cedar waxwings and robins eating sumac 
er bies. They were wild. 

Saw a number of myrtle warblers hunting in a 
^eedy field. On n\y way home 1 saw a phoebe. 

flew anxiously from one place to another call- 
Xn §. tsip. 












October 8, 1900 - Monday. 

Heard a~flock of bluebirds this~morning be¬ 
fore breakfast. Saw a fullgrown female English 
sparrow that could not fly very well. It could 
only fly about 10 or 15 feet. It flew up from 
the road and lit on the side of the big maple. 

It did not appear to be hurt. It gave an alarm- 
note. Then it flew and hid in the woodpile. 

After breakfast I went up by Rudy's. The 
horned larks and pipits were there in great 
numbers. I noticed some running and went to where 
they were. The did not seem afraid. Some of 
their companions flew over and they called to them 
with notes like t soik ik t sik ik . The notes on 
the wing were slightly different. Like tsika or 
tsik. Suddenly they all flew up. They weie 
cal ling all the time on the wing but their notes 
were not loud. 

Heard a chewink call and it began to sing. Some 
people going by scared it. Then I went home. 

October 9, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning' "1 went up to see the pipits. They 
were not there. Heard some horned larks singing. 

It was cool when I first went up, but the sun came 
out and was warmer. Some meadowlark down farther 
flew up on a wire and sang. They staid there 
Until a hand car was nearly abreast of them. 

Heard a bluebird sing. There were numbers.of 
them along the track. They gave a callnote like 
chy/et - it wheur wit it wheur . One flew from the 
"telegraph wire to about 5 feet from the giound, 
ana picked up an insect. 

Saw some red-winged blackbirds. They flew from 
east, northeast to the southwest.. 

Then I went home. 

October 10, 1900 - Wednesday. 

Tonight Percy Knapp and 1 went up on the hill. 
Saw a flock of geese. They came dov/n over the 
hill and passed within 30 rods of us. They were 
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very large and so were Canada geese. They flew 
over to Seeley Creek and seemed about to alight 
hut rose and went on to the mill pond. There were 
7 or 8 of them. Then we went home. 

October 13, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning a crow flew over just above our 
barn. 

Heard some quail calling. A chicken that was 
separated from its companions gave a single note 
that bore much resemblance to theiis. Shot an 
adult and an immature male English sparrow. The 
young was had nearly all the colors on the back 
and had a small throat patch but lacked the 
bright white wing bars black lores and white 
hnderparts. 

Went to Baraboo after breakfast. Great numbers 
of vesper sparrows were scattered through the 
'veeds at one side. They would fly up and just be¬ 
fore alighting show the white feathers in the tail. 
There were a few juncos with them. Saw some red- 
winged blackbirds in a cornfield by Hob Dickies. 

In some places there were sparrows in 

flocks at a distance from any house. 

In front of Curtis’ there were a number of 
j-uebirds. They were v/ild. They would perch by 
fhe woodpecker holes in the telephone poles and 
ook in. In Lyons I saw a flock of cedar waxwings 

811 arbor vitae hedge, ^aw some bluejays carry¬ 
ing acorns. There were rnyrtle warblers and white- 
uroated sparrows wherever there were bushes, 
beard a chicadee whistle. 

October 14, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning after breakfast I went down in the 
ields. The sun was just breaking through the 

and warming the air. Went over to Lawton’s 
sture. There were 10 or 11 meadowlarks over at 
6 . le y ay ines and they all sang at once and kept on 
nging for about 15 minutes, without a break. I 
ve never before heard just a burst of melody 

them. Each one seemed to be trying to outdo 
















the others and it made a very pleasing medley. 
Finally when they became silent an old one that 
could sing well began and a youngster just learn¬ 
ing how repeated after it. It was clearly a 
lesson. 

Went on. Heard a song sparrow give a queer 
wavering uncertain song. I have heard it before 
hut did not know what it was. Several gave the 
other song. Went into Kaine's woods. There were a 
great number of birds here. Heard a ruby-crowned 
kinglet chattering. 

Heard the song of the fox sparrow, and saw 
the author of it in the lower branches of an elm. 
h'hen it saw me it flew off. There were several of 
them here. Their notes could be distinguished 
easily from the kissing note of the junco. Was 
crossing the little slough when a covey of quail 
jumped up. There were about 20 of them. There 
Were five young ones that could not fly as fast 
as the others. They lit in a bunch of grass while 
the others went farther. They rose when I was 
a hout 4 or 5 feet off and divided, two going for¬ 
ward and 3 back. The first ones lit in a brush- 
PHe and called like quoi hee. It was not giving 
lb the same tones that the~"oTd ones used. I tried 
to follow them but ran into a bunch of sticktights 
a nd spent a good half hour picking them off. 
kfter a few minutes the quail began to call from 
a cross the river. The ones near me answered and 
s tarted on foot in the direction from which the 
s ound came. I whistled to them and this made them 
Fuzzier They came back aways and then I stopped 
a hd they went away. Everytime I whistled they 

a dswered. 

Went on into the fields. Saw the meadowlarks 
reeding. One ate ragweed seeds from a weed. 

Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 

'* was quite warm. Saw some young male English 
S Furrows by the bridge. They were just getting the 















bright colors. 

Went down to the ravines, saw some juncos 
and rryrtle wax'blers and there were some robins 
feeding on wild grapes at the farther end. 

There seemed to be a number of hairy and downy 
woodpeckers around. They were in the dead trees. 

I watched a female downy. She would hop around 
and try the bark v/ith her bill. She flew into a 
cornfield and began to pick at the ears. She 
would pick at the husk until she had made a small 
hole and then try to tear some of the inner husk 
out. She did not make much headway and after 
trying several ears gave it up. Her larger 
cousin the hairy was more successful and tore 
off the husks in great chunks. 

Then I went home. 

Oct ober 15, 1900 ~ Monday . 

This morning I saw two pine siskins on a 
Norway spruce, by Hangers. They flew off in an 
eto&tic manner toward the north. 

Oct ober 16, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning before breakfast I saw a white- 
breasted nuthatch creeping, around on the eaves 
of the barn. It would hop out and look over the 
edge and then dodge back and go down farther. 

Saw some juncos and white-throated sparrows 
by the ditch. 

October 18, 1 900 - Thu rsday. 

This morning be fore breakfast went down in 
the fields. In Lawton's pasture I heard a 
sudden burst of tinkling music and looking up 
saw a flock of about 12 rusty blackbirds. 

Hearing more of them towards Fiske's pasture I 
went over there. The song though low was quite 
penetrating then and I looked for them to be 
quite near me, but they were in the farthest oak 
on his land. The song was an outburst of tinkling 
notes intermingled with squeeks like a rusty 
Pflmp. There were about 8 of them in the tree 
and they were never silent. Then I went home. 















SAUK CO. FARM. 


October 19, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning I went up to the County farm on 
the train. In the afternoon Art Hall and I went 
down to a fish pond on the place. Saw a single 
Wilson's snipe on the Narrows Creek. It lit 
again and the dog ran after it. He ran by it 
and turned to look for it. It then rose and flew 
away. Saw a flock of pipits. They lit on a 
rail fence. 

October 20, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning Art and I went to town. It was 
bright and sunny. In passing a marsh we heard 
some red-winged blackbirds singing. The song was 
clear but not so loud as in the spring. In 
crossing the bridge at Reedsburg a female English 
sparrow flew into a hole with a straw. The 
sparrows would hop just out of the way of the 
wheels and watch them closely as they went by. 

This afternoon we went down by the Creek. 

Floyd Hewitt was along. Saw two pipits feeding 
on some ragweed. It is a flat country here 
find the valley was very wide. It seems strange 
^hat I saw no meadowlarks. Crows could be heard in 
all directions. Saw several song sparrows along 
the creek and heard a golden-crowned kinglet. 

October 21, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning we v/ent up on the hill. I could 
bear prairie horned larks in all directions. Saw 
a great number of robins. There is a roost north 
°f the house about l/2 mile. Saw a small flock 
°f pipits on the wing. 

October 22, 1900 - Monday . 

Art and I went hunting on the hill this after- 
hoon. it had rained all the forenoon. 

There were great numbers of juncos in the bushes 


















I could hear them in all directions as they 
scolded at the dog. I could tell when anything 
was coming towards me hy their chipping sparrow 
like notes. 

Saw several catbirds nests. One was nearly 
filled with blackberry seeds by the mice. 

NORTH FREEDOM. 

October 24, 1900 - Wednesday . 

This evening I sav; a pair of white-breasted 
nuthatches eat sunflower seeds in our garden. They 
would get seed and fly with it to a roof and split 
It open. 


October 25, 1900 - Thursda y. 

This evening a chicadee was getting seeds. It 
got one and flew away. I went out to see how many 
there were left, when it lit within 3 feet of me 
with a questioning note and got a sunflower seed 
a nd flew off. 

October 26, 1900 - Friday . 

This morning it is bright and sunny. The 
English sparrows are courting. They strut before 
the females and chirp harshly. The females scold 
& nd peck at them and finally fly off with them in 
Pbrsuit. They fly with great rapidity and twist 
tn and out, and finally end up in a tree. On the 
Way they are generally joined by several others 
a nd a fight is the result. 

October 27, 1900 - Saturday . 

Clear and bright this morning with indication 
°f rain. The English sparrows were feeding in 
sn 'all flocks. Some were trying to feed in the road 
b Ut a young plymouth rock rooster would not let 
them. If a door banged they always flew up but 
returned immediately. 

After breakfast 1 went out to Erswells. There 
V/ ere juncos, and vesper sparrows feeding on ragweed 
a long the road. Saw several scattering flocks of 
^d-winged blackbirds. The English sparrows were 




















v ery thick around the farm houses. In one 
Place they had taken possession of a pine, There 
Were a great many sparrows at Erswells. They were 
- rather afraid. r ihey swept around in flocks and 
© fed. 

He said that last year he had a dove that would 
kill them and tear down their nests. He told me 
that the sparrows would find a knot-hole that led 
into the hay and huild theirnests where the dove 
°ould not reach them. It would hover around the 
hole and try to kill the old ones and when the 
young ones came out kill them. 

He said that he had seen a northern shrike kill 
a rat by picking out its eyes and then kill it by 
repeated blows on the forehead. I heard a white- 
dumped shrike screaming over in the woods. It 
Went kra kra kra . 

He told me that sharp-shinned hawks were called 
bullet hawk because they flew so fast. 

There were a great many hair^jsnd downy wood- 
| Peckers around. I could hear their chattering 
1 notes in all directions. 

Saw a flock of about 25 blue jays feeding in a 
c omfield. They would light on the shocks and 
bhen go down to the corn that had husked. 

On my way home I heard the note of a red-belliea 
'Wodpecker several times. I examined a tall dead 
tree from near which the sound seemed to come, but 
’ii'i not see it. I approached a little closer and 
the bird flew up from the ground. It lit on the 
^ead top of a tall tree and sat there as long as 
1 could see it. Along the road were a great number 
°f vesper sparrows in places. 

Heard crows caw and some flew over out of shot 
range. 

By the lane that leads to Brilliots hill I saw 
I a mourning dove. The first for some time. It 
A lew towards Seeley Creek. 

Then I went home. 


















October 26, 1900 - Sunda y._ 

This morning I went down in the fields. Heard 
u meadowlark give the harsh note. 

Maine's woods appeared to be deserted. In the 
farther end I saw a flock of about 25 American 
goldfinches. They were feeding on sticktights 
and other seeds and many hunted around on the 
ground like song sparrows. Saw two or three song 
sparrows. It looked like rain and I had to go 
home. 

While crossing a cornfield below F. Hacketts 
1 started that flock of quail. One of them appear¬ 
ed to be hurt. It flew a short distance and lit 
in a po®| of water. I approached as closely as I 
could and it staid still for about 5 minutes. I 
threw a piece of dirt at it and it flew out of the 
w&ter which was two or three inches deep and lit 
°h land and rail away into a corn shock. It ran 
with its head very high. It began to rain and I 
Went home. 

October 31, 1900 - Wednesday . 

It has been raining for two days. This morning 
there was a lull. Saw some juncos over by Mrs. 
Russels. They roost in the Norway spruces. They 
&r e feeding along the fences and in the berry 
etches. 

Saw a bluejay fly to roost in Mrs. Russels trees 
a t dusk. 

NOVEMBER 

November 1, 1900 - Thursday . 

This evening after sunset I saw a male downy 
Woodpecker over by Trumble’s hunting for food. It 
^■d not appear to be hurried but called cheerfully. 

November 3, 1900 - Saturday . 

This morning while watering the horses I heard 
? 0m e strange notes down by the ditch. Put my glass 
^ my pocket and went down there. There was a 
°ck of about 30 tree sparrows. A new arrival 


























and some English sparrows feeding on the cleared 
land. The tree sparrows must have arrived 
last night. They kept up a double-noted tinkling 
note like t sukern. It sounded like that to me 
\ hut it was very hard to represent. 

They gave a warning shree if another approach¬ 
ed, too close and if that was not enough fought 
each other. 

They were rather wild and would not let me get 
very close. T .Vhen they rose they lit in the trees 
hut immediately flew down again forgetful of the 
danger. They hopped v/hile on the ground. ■ 

A flock of about 25 American goldfinches flew 
down and fed on sticktights. One female lit on a 
cabbage head and ate some of the cabbage. 

Heard one of the tree sparrows give a note 
like tsik. They sang quite freely. 

Saw a 'cooper *s hawk soaring overhead. The 
chickens were much alarmed. It apparently had its 
eye on Mr. Fiske's. It came bouncing down for 
quite a distance. It would drop a short distance 
| and then check itself suddenly giving it a 
hounding motion. It flew by. 

Then I went home. 

Nov ember 4, 1900 - Sunday . 

This morning when I went out to get the water 
Pails I heard a strange note coming from the sun¬ 
flower stalk. It was like kimp kimp very sharp 
and metallic. There were two birds on it they 
looked like English sparrows. I got my glass and 
they flew away towards Hangers and lit on a pine 
tree. I followed them and saw that they were two 
female American crossbills, a new r bird to me. 

They were wild and flew over to Mrs. pettey’s and 
1ft on her Norway Spruce, after a great deal of 

k c lrcling;the flight was bounding. They twitched 
°Pen the pine cones easily. The sparrows gathered 
ar ound and watched them. After a while they flew 
°ff* I could see the bill easily. 

After breakfast 1 went down in the fields, saw 
a number of tree sparrows. They gave an alarm note 


A 




























like tsip. Otherwise the woods were deserted. 

Went on past the swimming hole, scared up about 
10 quail along the river. Looked at the place 
where they came from. It was evidently a scratch¬ 
ing ground where they had gathered to dust their 
feathers with dirt. It had been used just before 
I scared them up. farther on I scared up about 10 
Wore. 

Saw some juncos in the cornfield. Went on to 
i<he plum orchard. Another flock of ten quail flew 
from under some sticks. A number of boards had 
been leaned against a log and in the hollow thus 
formed they had hidden from me. Some did not see 
which way the danger came from and nearly flew in 
% face. 

Went on for a short distance. Heard a robin 
across the river. A mink swam across the river 
®nd went into a hole close by me. It had a robin 
In its mouth. 

Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. 
There were a few juncos and goldfinches in the 
ravines. A flock of quail (about 10) were 
feeding on thornapples under the trees,when they 
s aw me they ran over a hillock and then flew over 
into a plowed field. Saw a number of prairie 
horned larks. They seemed to be full of fight. 

They would be quietly feedir^ and then all rise 
& nd whirl perilously near the ground in circles 
sfter a companion. They would whirl off so far 
bhat I could only see them when their underparts 
Were towards me and then come back near me. 

They would sit on a hummock until I got quite 
close and then fly. Saw a vesper sparrow in the 
Woods. 

There were numbers of woodpeckers, nuthatches, 
& nd chicadees in the trees. Scared up those quail 
from the plowed ground. They flew down into the 
woods by the river. The old ones went across and 
^ft the young ones. It approached the fence 
cautiously and saw 3 or 4 just below me. The old 
°ne began to call and they answered. They would 
answer for a while and then rise one at a time 
a bd go over to her. 


















Saw that red-hellied, woodpecker in the farther 
side of the woods. It flew up from the ground and 
hopped around the trees scolding at me. It kept 
well among the upper branches of the large trees. 

It looked in a freshly made hole and then flew over 
across the river. The hole was its roosting 
place.I think. It was in a tall tree about 40 
feet up. It was chiselled out a dead limb about 
2 feet long that stuck out of the trunk. 

I copied down come of its notes que que kwair. 
They were given in a nasal tone and were very hard 
to represent. 

I followed him. lie would perch crosswise once 
in a while. 

A blue jay lit near him and the two looked very 
handsome together. Went on. The Seeley Creek 
was swollen and I had to go around back of G. 
Hacketts to the sheep bridge. 

Saw a number of juncoes and tree sparrows. 

Vent on to the hemlocks. Saw and heard several 
crows. One flew over close by me. 

In the little cave I saw the footprints of 
juncos and ruffed grouse. 

There were a number of chicadees around. ’.Vent 
down into the brush near the river. Scared up a 
large male ruffed grouse. He rose up through the 
brush within 10 feet of me. He spread his tail. 
Ihe ruffs showed plainly. The wings made a loud 
n oise. I scared it up tv/ice after that. Once 
another, a female, rose with it. It lit across 
the river under some thornapple trees. 

Then I went back. 

In Volls woods 1 saw a dowry? v/oodpecker. It 
w as after sunset. 

I have seen no red-headed woodpeckers for over 
a month. I think that they have gone south. 

Then I went home. 


November 15, 1900 - Thursday. 

Today it qas quite cold with 4 inches of snow, 
blue jay came down to the old sunflower and ate 
seed. 

!>»•.+- _a. _ 


Pit out some suet. A .hite-freastsd nuthatch 















came to it. It would get a piece and fly into 
the wood shed to eat it. It would crawl readily 
around the stonework of the foundation. Put 
some food for the juncos also. They came and 
also some English sparrows. The juncoes were 
rather afraid of the sparrows. The males would 
chase each other like vesper sparrows. The 
juncos went in the wood shed. 

November 16, 190Q - Friday . 

This morning two white-breasted nuthatches 
came. One drove away the other. The English 
sparrows watched them and lit on the trunk of 
the tree near the suet and were promptly chased 
away. The nuthatch did not bother the juncos. 

The sparrows could climb right up the foundation 
wall using their tails for a brace. 

November 17, 1900 - Saturday. 

This morning I went over to the Half Moon 

skating. 

There were great flocks of evening grosbeaks 
in the woods. It was a dark day with dull gray 
clouds but not very cold. The grosbeaks were 
Quite restless and flew from place to place call¬ 
ing loudly. One male gave a few notes that may 
have been part of his song. 

They were feeding on buds and keys. They were 
scattered under the trees quite thickly. The 
birds seemed to keep to the tree tops. There 
Were a number of haiiywoodpeckers around. They 
Were mating. They rattled and screamed at one 
nnother and then flew to other trees. Then I 
went home. 

November 19, 1900 - Monday. 

It rained all day yesterday and froze on the 
tree and ground until about l/2 inch had formed, 
^aw a flock of evening grosbeaks flying around, 
hov/n by the depot I saw a robin. It flew up from 
9 ome berries by Howell's house and flew south with 
a whispered notes. While it was still dark I 















found, a junco roosting on the tip of a branch 
of a Norway spruce in front Mrs. pettey’s house# 
ft was on the east side where the ice was the 

worst. 

November 24, 1900 ~ Saturday . 

Went skating on the Half^oon this morning. It 
Was cold with a north wind. 

While crossing the railroad bridge we saw a 
crow flying overhead. Afterwards we saw the same 
one presumably flying before the wind, ^aw no 
grosbeaks. Two white-breasted nuthatches came 
hown to where we were building a fire. Saw a 
number of hairy woodpeckers on our way home. We 
8aw a junco lying by the track. It had evidently 
flown into a passing train. It was a female. The 
tip s of a few of the back feathers were tipped with 
brown and its colors were not as clearly defined 
as they are in the male. 

November 25, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning I went down in the fields. They 
Were deserted apparently. I thought I was going 
to see nothing but in the middle of llaine's woods 
Were some tree sparrows. They were rather shy. 
Heard a bluejay. By the plum orchard I saw a fe¬ 
male hairy woodpecker. A bluejay would fly down 
and pick it once in a while and make it scream. 

The bluejay gave a note like haw haw . Then I 
Went home. 

This afternoon I went over across the river. It 
Was bright and sunny and quite warm. 

Saw some woodpeckers and white-breasted nut¬ 
hatches. 

In Volls woods beyond the spring the red-bellied 
Woodpecker was fighting a hairy woodpecker. My 
attention was attracted to them by the screams of 
a bluejay. They left off as soon as I approached. 
Went on over to the straw shed and onto the 
Peninsula below it. Saw nuthatches and chicadees. 
About 3;30 a great horned owl hooted over by the 
hemlock bluffs. It seemed to move around a good 
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deal as the sound varied in intensity. It 
hooted at intervals of from one to 3 minutes. 

It began at 3:30 and the subset at 4;40. It 
hooted like whoo-who-o-who-wnoo-whoo. 

The 2nd, T5r3" arid 4th fast and shorter than 
the others. Then I went back. 

By the ravines 1 placed one hand on a stubb 
hy the river without looking up. Instantly a 
white-breasted nuthatch appeared on a tree by 
We and scolded vigour^ouly. It seemed much 
startled. I think that it came out of a hole, 
in the stub. It scolded as long as I was in 
sight. Then I went home. 

Tonight while in bed I heard a great horned 
owl hoot several times distinctly down below. 

November 27, 1900 - Tuesday . 

This morning there was a beautiful hoar 
frost. By the oaks across the street were two 
chicadees. They would fly down to the ground ana 
Set something and then go back. Back of Odells 
in some weeds I saw some American goldfinches, 
ihey were very tame. Their colors showed off 
v ery nicely. 

This evening I heard the great horned.;owl 
hoot quite plainly about 10. 

DBCEMBEB 

December 1, 1900 - Saturday. 

This morning Lat ingel and 1 went over across 
he river. It was a cloudy but not very cold day 
n John Iiacketts grove we saw some brown creepers 
^he called and crept around generally managing 
0 keep on the further side of the tree. They 
^ er ® very restless. Fat had never seen them be- 
ore. There were the usual woodpeckers, nut- 
hhtches and chicadees to be heard. 
t stub that the red-heads were raised in 

“his year was broken off. The red-heads have all 
S°ne south. 

In Lyons woods we heard some quail. They flew 























across the river before we could see them. Went 
on towards G. Kacketts. Saw a flock of about 25 
American goldfinches an d another of evening gros¬ 
beaks. We went on straight looking for more 
grosbeaks. Saw none. Saw a ivhite moth but could 
not catch it. Went on up the hill. Saw a male 
downy woodpecker pecking at a hard oak limb. He 
turned his head and gave sideways blows at it. 

’•hen he had done 1 looked at it. it looked as 
though a piece had been partly lifted out with a 
sharp pointed gouge. S aw a brown creeper. Then 
We went home. 


Decemb er 3, 1900 - Mond ay. 

This morning I put a wire from the little elm 
to the woodshed and twisted a stick in it, tied 
some suet to stick. 

A male downy woodpecker came. Also some nut¬ 
hatches. 

Decemb er 4, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning 1 hung out more suet.~The male 
owny was the first one there. It may be the one 
that was here last year. It does on pick it off 
!^th sharp blows like the white-breasted nuthatches 
ht nibbles it off. It looks up after every bite 
s look for danger. Two will not eat at the same 
ime. The nuthatches taking turns at it. V.hen 
Sue flies off with a bit the other comes. One 
then found a wooly bear on the woodpile and 
06 at it about for s ome time. 


It 




December 7, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning one of the nuthatches lit on wire, 
could not keep its balance. The woodpecker cones 
lr st generally. 

heard a grosbeak. Two males lit in Petteys 
I went around the house to look at them. 
tj. ey hook alarm suddenly and flew down nearly to 
ground. They wejifc dov/n to the ditch. I 

owed them. Placed my body so that they would 

















see it through a tree and they were not afraid. 

They would reach forward, get a box elder seed 
and cut the wing from it and then work the seed 
out of the part remaining "by a chewing motion. 


■December 9, 1900 - Sunday. 

This afternoon I bundled up well and started 
for the ravines. By Petteys a large hawk flew 
over. It was sailing as it neared the hill it 
dropped down rapidly and lit in a tree. I follow¬ 
ed. It was in a dead tree with its back towards 
Ine * I paused 25 or 30 rods away and looked at it 
v/ith the glass. Its back was brownish with yellow 
^’hite markings. It looked at me over its 
shoulder, The head had a dark patch around the 
e ye. It shook itself and then flew around the 
corner of the hill low down. I followed, looked 
Ground for about half an hour. Then I crossed a 
Wire fence resolving to go farther back, paused 
to watch a nuthatch and a chicadee. 

Suddenly the chicadee flew towards me. The 
hawk had come up from the ground and lit on a 
ence post about 30 feet away. I stood quiet 
ooking at it through my glass. It saw me after 
a little and flew up and circled over me. It 
5 US a very light graceful flyer. It may have 
been a young Coopers Hawk. It flew along the 
hidge of the hill and I followed. I did not see 
6 gain. Then I went home. 


D ecember 16, 1900 - Sunday. 

This morning when 1 went up after the meat 
hore were 6 evening grosbeaks in a tree by 
^tienbrinks. They were feeding on box elder seeds. 
J-hey were not wild. Came home and went up on the 
ill. It was not cold. There was about 4 inches 
°f snow on the ground. It made climbing hard. 
a ck in the woods I saw some strange tracks. They 
®re oi shape of snow shoes and where the snow 
^ e0 P there were lines along side. I followed 
em around for some time. There were lots of them 
they kept crossing and recrossing in all 
Actions. A large male ruffed grouse finally 





















flew up in front of me and. 1 knew what the tracks 
^re. The lines were where its wings had touched. 

A hollow place with old tracks leading in and 
hew ones out marked where it had spent the night. 
There must have been quite a flock of them near. 

1 started this one up again and saw where it had 
squatted down to spring into the air and its 
w ings had touched the snow while starting. 

This afternoon I went down in the fields. In 
Maine's woods I saw some tree sparrows. I watched 
them for awhile. My eye caught some larger birds. 
Moving around in a brushpile. I went toward them 
at once but the ground was so rough that I could 
hot look at them while walking. When I came up 
i saw that they were evening grosbeaks. There 
^ere 5 of them, 3 males and 2 females. They were 
sating box elder seeds. The ground all around 
Was covered v/ith them to nearly 200 feet away. 

Most had the seed broken off. The wind had turned 
since the day before and they were on all sides. 
The birds kept up a chattering note. It was very 
iow. They watched me closely. Some ate while 
°thers just sat still. Their bill could be heard 
as they cracked together. 

Heard the notes of a red-bellied woodpecker in 
the Ifend, but did not see it. In the cornfield 
ty the marsh were a great many quail tracks. I 
followed them until I came to where they had 
flown. They were very dainty and looked much like 
Slr ‘ell chicken tracks. There were places where 
they had gathered in a bunch and squatted down. 
Mound the tracks again in the plum orchard. They 
s eemed to have gone into a brush pile. 

The grosbeaks had visited a box elder tree 
*| er e. Crossed the river. Saw where the quail had 
6e n in two other brushpiles. Saw a pair of hairy 
Woodpeckers that were courting. They called and 
® c reamed at each other. There were two males and 
1 female. 


Heard a great commotion in a hollow tree and 
inally a fox squirrel stuck its head out. Y<hen 
Jj saw me it remained perfectly motionless and 
en I looked away put its head back. Went across 












the river to the hemlocks. Had hard work to 
climb the rocks. Saw two partridges. One .flew 
b.p with a whir but the other stole away so 
quietly that I just got a glimpse of it as it 
dropped over the rocks. Heard a great horned 
l °wl hoot some distance away. 

Then I went home. 


December 17, 1900 - Monday . 

This afternoon I did not go to s'chool. Heard 
he notes of a prairie horned lark as circled 
& round over me. I had seen none since October. 

There were numbers of chicadees in Pettey's 
Norway Spruces. Saw 2 bluejays. 


& 


December 19, 1900 - Wednesday. 

This morning i went down to the ditch. It v.as 
frarm and sunny. Saw about 10 each of goldfinches 
^bd juncoes. The goldfinches drank dew drops. 

<as standing by one of Mrs. Russel's Norway 
spruces when a little pigeon hawk dashed down and 
® ot ^ English sparrow . It killed it while 
getting it. It flew off as lightly as a feather. 

was inclined to light in our big maple but 
bought better of it and went on up the hill. 


Decembe r 20, 1900 - Thursday. 

There is single golden crowned kinglet around 
ere. it feeds entirely in the pines. It gives 
note frequently. 


December 22, 1900 - Saturday . 

^ . liocie over - to Bill Dickie's with Jim Seeley and 
Rudy this morning. A crow flew up from near 
^house and lit on a tall stub. It was silent, 
round several phoebe's nests among the rocks. 
r e ■*' ool<:e d like a bunch of moss clinging to the 

but when I got to where I could see in it was 
a^ r ec ^ CU P built into a crevice. Saw a flock of 
chi^- 10 jbb 0063 * They were very wild and flew 
Pping loudly if we came near. 

here 6re Were greet numbers of English sparrows 

xhey roosted in a straw stack in holes. Mr. 




















Dickie said that he had killed several with a 
i°rk while getting straw. 




December 25, 1900 - Tuesday. 

This morning it was cloudy with a north west 

wind. 

Took a Christmas bird census. 

Went down to Seeley's and down through their 
116 r sh. saw numerous traces of quail and finally 
started 15 from a protected hollow in the corn- 
leld. They flew up high and rose over the tree 
ops and lit in Lyon's wood3. Went over in 
line's woods and saw a hairy and a downy wood- 
Pocker. 

Saw a flock of American goldfinches. 

There were about 20 tree sparrows along the 
r iver bank. 

Saw a pair of v:hite-breasted nuthatches, They 
C& 1 led to each other. 

There were a few chicadees feeding in a brush- 
Pile. saw no more till I got to the farther side. 

Lyon's woods where the red-bellied woodpecker 
lew up from the ground and sneezed and called at 
8,6 to see if I was dangerous. 

Heard a brown creeper call but did not see it. 
Another was over by the hemlocks. 

There were a number of hairy woodpeckers here. 
On the farther side of the hemlock’s there were 


25 


goldfinches and 10 tree sparrows feeding on 


*“ a gweed. "hen alarmed they took to the trees with 


low . 
<iown 
^lue 


notes, but forgot it immediately and went 


again. Went over across the river. Heard a 
jay scream. Went over in Voeck's narsh. Saw 
,/0 more tree sparrows. Then I went home. 

Saw two great flocks of English sparrows 75 in 
H»,0ver by Russell's I saw a single junco. 

. They seem to have disappeared, 
y Saw the golden-crowned kinglet hunting through 
-etty»s Norway spruces in company with 5 or 6 
idcadees,, 
















December 26, 1900 - Wednesday. 

Th ’ L ^ 1 ^ s a ^ ern0 °n I was up in the front room, 
'i j ® golden-crowned kinglet came to the spruce. 
0 ad a fine sight of it. It would hang on the 
h ermost branches. It flitted its wings and 
ept its body feathers well puffed out. 


Decembe r 28, 1900 - Friday. 

This morning the downy woodpecker seemed 
b srmed about something. He had to sneeze up 
ls courage. He would give short jerkey bobs. 

December 30, 1900 - Sunday. 
th morning was standing under the suet v.hen 

chicadee flew into the little elm and after 
anH lng went down to eat. It hung back down 
looked at me once in a while. 

Held a pine branch up to the golden-crowned 
flglet but it would not go on it. 


1901 

JANUARY 


January 1, 1901 - Tu esday. 

ColH hiS aftei ‘ noon was bright and sunny though 
7 ; e , * There was 4 inches of snow on the ground. 
b ™ down in the woods. In Voll's woods were 3 
ejey-s. They screamed an alarm to all the other 
aS soon as th ey saw me. Went on over to 
hemlocks. Heard a brown creeper. Climbed on 
^ * At the top I saw 3 ruffed grouse sitting on 
mg ^Tl oak 20 feet up. They flew when they saw 
s * .® ne went east and I followed it but did not 
u 5 asf lt * An irarnen se great horned owl flew down 
1 1 and ^ 1 saw where it lit but when I got 


a ba Sn ^ bac ^ ky Seeley’s. A number of English 
1 fleW int0 their 1,61,11 I thought that 

them. I stood in the door but they were not 


I could not find it. 




















frightened. When I advanced they quietly flew 
°ut the cracks under the eaves. Then I went 
home. 


January 2, 1901 - Wednesday. 

This morning a flock of evening grosbeaks 
were out in an elm sunning themselves in front 
of Mrs. Pettey's. They kept up steely ringing 
flotes so that it sounded like a song. 

January 3, 1901 - Thursday . 

This morning I went up to Lawton's to watch, 
the evening grosbeaks. They let me walk under 
them on the side walk. When a wagon went by 
they flew away but immediately returned. There 
were about 20 of them, many were males. Some 
were just turning yellow. Their bills made a 
loud noise as they ate. They flew into a Norway 
spruce and perched and hop around in it. When 
0r ie went to light where another was sitting it 
Would hop on. It was cold work sittiiig on a 
Post in the wind. Two males caught each other 
ty the head and pulled for all they were worth 
screaming loudly. The females drove the males 
away with open bills. They gave harsh rattling 
c&lls if another came too close and uttered the 
loud clear note generally while flying. They 
«®pt the feathers on crown partly raised. Saw 
the golden-crowned kinglet. 

Then I went home. 

January 4, 190;- Friday. 

This morning I went over on the island. Heard 
c few notes and saw a flock of about 50 evening 
firosbeaks. They were rather wild. They went on 
^*he ground and hopped. When I approached they 
flew into a tall elm. They called and after a 
°it split into flocks of 10 or 15 and flew in 
different directions. 

Met Mat Patterson and he went with me. Be¬ 
low sproul's Jim Nelson and Dick Pawblish were just 
beginning to cut wood. As soon as the chicadeos 
n uthatches and woodpeckers heard them they came 









around in great numbers. One female downy 
started to light on pick’s leg as he was sawing 
u changed its mind. 'They would come and watch 
them 6 or 8 feet away. 

„ A group were soon gathered around the pile 
and we went over there. Chicadees were driven 
away by nuthatches and nuthatches by woodpeckers. 
■Lhe male woodpeckers drove the females away. All 
pile 6Geer f0r erubs * V,e le aned against the 

The woodpeckers and nuthatches kept to the 
btside. I saw one female get a grub as large as 
lead pencil and I-1/2 inches long. It was only 
y repeated efforts that it Could swallow it. 
it would draw its neck in and then stretch it out 
the effort. They came within 4 feet of us. 

w.l ChiCGd ! eS fearlessl y went into the cracks and 
nt m and out between our feet. One lit on 
"‘fit ’ s head. 

* aw a number of tree sparrows. They were rather 
w Hd. Then we went home. 

January 6, 190 1 - Sunday. 

, 13 afternoon "! went over below Sproul’s 

Uaw , tw0 whi te-breasted nuthatches talking 
Jight to each other. They ran up and down the 
re ® s and called excitedly to each other. 

1 JZZt another S ivin S the spring song. Then 
* went home. 

January 12, 1901 - Saturd ay. 

cw, 1 ^ 3 morn ing ad out 10 o'clocklm 'immense snowy 

its - eV; ° Ver the house * it was a cloudy morning. 
f ts wj ngs appeared pure white . It flew with a 

Ppin 6 motion. It was going southwest. 

<UvwV 0W ? Z the fields * V/alked out on the 
can? 6 b f rd above the river - heard some quail 

°thei ihZ 1*1™ m !* They were talki ng to each 
the! I Ihe y had just come off the roost. When 

ZZtZZZ ? Sy fl r* had roosted ™her the 

coveron P teCtl ° n ° f a Wlll0w * a ’he whole 15 

Then a i V9ry . 3m 11 P la ce. 

1 hen I went home. 










January 13, 1901 - Sunda y. 

This morning I went down in Seeley's marsh, 
bracked a flock of quail. Sometimes they spread 
tar out and again all went in a path a foot 

p Wi(ie • They scratched under weeds for the 
seeds. 

Then I went home. 

January 15, 1901 - Tuesday. 

This morning when I went down to look at my 
jrap an evening grosbeak flew over giving a loud 
c lear note like tseur. 

heard some tree sparrows. 

January 16, 1901 - Wednesday . 

I’his evening the downy woodpecker came after 
unset. It is a new one, a female. The male 
IP 3 disappeared. This one spends most of its 
time on the stick eating. 


„ January 17, 1901 - Thursday. 

The little woodpecker came this morning while 
‘l were eating breakfast. A female hairy wood- 
Pecker came and chased it away. After eating 

ailw!. 1 * Went down t0 where father had been 
flitting wood, it called loudly before going 
un the stick. 

Chicadees came and got grubs. Held small 
es in bill for some time. Nuthatches, juncos 
sparrows came. 


\ 


January 19, 19Q1 - Saturday, 
in r ; . a 5 ence Cook * Clint Hanger and I went over 
S -ackett’s woods on both sides of the track, 
aw tree sparrows and juncoes. While coming 

a c horned owl flew up it went 

in the i n 6 traCk * , Saw fl flock of gening grosbeaks 

jrf* ° f a tree - wor ° 


















January 24, 1901 - Thursda y. 

This morning the' female' hairy hung to a 
swinging piece of suet hack down by its feet. 

It had its tail bent around but could not reach 
it. It hung with feet only and ate. When 
I approached it it turned over and flew to the 
tree. 

The downy flies queerly. There is not room 
to bound and it flies like a common bird. 

January 26, 1901 - Saturday. 

This morning Art Kudy,Burr Dickie, Jim 
Seeley and 1 went over to the hemlock bluffs. 

By the plum orchard there were some ears of 
corn on the ice. The bluejays had eaten them. 
Thier wing marks were on the snow around them. 
Saw the red-bellied woodpecker. Followed clear 
over to the hemlocks. "e found 8 phoebes nests 
in a cave over there. 

By IT. Hacketts on our way back we found a 
mouse that had been impaled on a pointed stick. 
The head and forequarters were eaten off. It 
was the common short-tailed meadow mouse. 
(Northern shrike). It was freshly eaten. Then 
we went home. 

January 27, 1901 - Sunda y. 

This morning 1 went down in the fields. In 
the plum orchard I saw where a blue jay had been 
digging something out of the snow in several 
places just before I came. Saw it in the trees. 
It sat perfectly still sunning itself. It 
would shake its feathers out and smooth them. 

I could hardly see it when it sat still in the 
thick branches. Went over to where that mouse 
was. It was .,one. A little farther on I found 
another hung in a crotch. The head was eaten 
off. Watched it for 80 minues but the shrike 
did not come back. It was still warm. Took it 
home and drew it. 













Short-tailed, field mouse killed hy Northern 
Shrike. 



January 29, 1901 - Tu e s day. 

This morning as 1 v/as sitting by the dining 
room window a chicadee came to some wood on the 
platform. It did not look long at one place hut 
peered quickly all over the chunks, lihen it 
hopped it opened its wings to help itself. 

January 31, 1901 - Thursday. 

This morning I was in the kitchen closet when 
3 chicadees came to the ranks of wood*;. They 
called at each other. One got a large grub and 
chased the others with it in its bill. They' 
seem to be thinking of mating and are quarrelsome. 

flew into the maple and whistled fu bur or 
kg. hur , for some time sitting perfectly stTll. 

I answered him and he hopped around nervously 
giving the common notes. 

There were a number of juncoes around und 
I heard a prairie horned lark. 


FEBIiUAKY. 

February 2, 1901 - Saturday . 

This morning all of the J. li. S. except Burr 
hickie went over to the hemlock bluffs. Heard 
several prairie homed larks. Found another 
mouse in the same old place. It had been there 

borthn 1 ? 11 ^ -, he head v/as eaten off - Saw the 
lu rthern shrike flv over rt- -u 

• y over * It was shaped like a 



















bluejay. It was the first one I had seen. Its 
flight was tilty. I noticed a predominance of 
gray and black in its plumage. It light in a 
piece of woods a long way off. 

Heard several bluejays and a crow. The day 
was sunny; sharp in the morning butwarm at noon. 
°everal chicadees came around after dinner. They 
were fearless going into the cave and coming 
Quite close. One ate a little baked potato. They 
seemed to be attracted by the sound of chopping. 
Several nuthatches and a downy woodpecker came 
but were wilder. 

The crows called gutturally from over the hill 
^id bluejays slyly hopped in and out of pines, 
wound where the ruffed grouse had been roosting 
ln the thick hemlocks and one had used a small 
cavity under a rock. About 4 o’clock we went 
home. 


February 3, 1901 - Sunday . 
lhis morning it was cloudy with an east wind, 
■'ent down in the fields in the forenoon. Hunted 
around for horned larks but saw none. I heard 
hem calling as they fly over every sunny day. 
b0w * Looked around Hacketts barn but saw none, 
^long the river I saw' numerous quail tracks. Lid 
hot notice any evening grosbeak signs. They have 
hisappeared within the last 10 days. 

Followed along the river bank and flushed a 
ozen quail. They lit farther down and I still 
hnted close up to them. They were calling to 
ea °h other close by. put them up and they flew 
° Ver into Lyon's woods. To my surprise another 
hnch of the same size followed. I noticed 
hbmerous places in sheltered situations where 
y had slept. Lent over to where the shrike 

up mice but did not find any. It was 
'iu.ite cold. 


or th e ?L baCk ?^ 3Ugh Ly ° ns v;0ods and ^ared two 
the si® l fr ° m a brush P ile * I hunted for 

1 saw a number of th^ “ * In 1Mne ’ s woods 
V/e nt home b * ^ Sparrow tra cks. Then I 












February 8, 1901 - Friday. 

This morning two white-breasted nuthatches 
came to the suet the first thing. One ate while 
the other climbed around. The one on the stick 
M took a piece of suet and flew down below its 
mate. I thought it was going to drive it away 
but instead it fed it the suet. The one that 
climbed around was timid and afraid of English 
sparrows but the other was just the opposite. 

It would carry large pieces over to the church 
and put them between the bricks. It seemed to 
feel like a victorious rooster and spread its 
wings and tail and ruffled up and down the stick. 
£'he female downy v/oodpecker came and he was not 
disposed to leave. She advanced toward him 
threateningly and drove him to the end and then 
he left. 

February 9, 1901 - Saturday . 

This morning I jumped bobs. Heard some gros¬ 
beaks out south. Some prairie horned larks were 
flying around. Beyond Siels corner there were 
about a dozen of them in the road. They were 
quite tame. The males sat on the fence posts 
and sang. They walked with a dove like motion 
through the snow. They reached up and picked the 
seeds from the ragweed. They had little short 
ear tufts. 

Bode out to' Will Black's and saw a great owl 
that he had. 

He kept it in an ice house. When we went in 
it was on a rafter. He tried to poke it down. 

H e would push its body back until it level 
with the rafter before it would let go. I’inally 
it lit at n\y feet. It would hoot if you stroked 
its head. It would not bite. 

He fed it once in 3 days. It was small and 
,L I think that it was a male. 

Then we went home. 













February 10» 1901 - Sunday . 

This afternoon it was quite warin'. Went out 
^y Lyons to watch prairie horned lark3. There 
was a flock of five by Jansens. The;y were quite 
tame. They would let teams drive up close by 
them. They were very busy gettirg food. One 
sang. That one drove the others away. One 
other gave a little quivering song and the first 
one chased it all the time. One browner and 
grayer than the rest kept off to one side. 

Heard the wick wick wick of a flicker from 
over in Sproul's woods. Went over as fast as 
I could. 1 listened around and finally heard a 
tapping noise in a large tree. I watched for 
some time but saw nothing. 

Two blue jays came hunting around near me. 

I vent nearer and the tapping ceased. All at 
once I heard the call again back of me. Almost 
immediately one of the blue jays mocked it but 
not quite in the same tone. I waited around 
for about half an hour and saw nothing of it. 
■‘•hen 1 started for home. 

In front of north's a bluejay lit above me 
and began to give its notes. On one it rocked 
bp and down while giving it. 

There were five others near. They all lit 
in the tops of the Lombardy poplars in front of 
Piersons. 3 of them (presumably males) chased 
Qach other around. They all gave their notes 
loudly. Perhaps the warm weather had awakened 
thoughts of spring in them. Then I went home. 

February 13, 1901 - Wednesday . 

This morning only the downy woodpecker came 
to the suet. I had neglected to put any out 
a ny for a few days. The chicadees hunted for 
grubs in the chips. 














February 16, 1901 - Saturday. 

This morning Art Audy and I went down below 
Seeley's. Started out a flock of quails out of 
a clump of willows. 

The air was keen and there was a strong north 
wind. The sky was cloudy and it looked like a 
storm. Suddenly about 200 small birds flew over 
calling. V/e were on the river bank. They lit 
back of Seeley's. Art went after njy glass and 
I watched them. I saw that they were feeding on 
ragweed and other seeds. I crouched in a fence 
corner on the snow and they came up around me. 

One lit almost within reach and stretched up to 
look at me. I saw that it v/as a Lapland 
Longspur. The first that I had ever seen. • 

They were quite noisy though their notes were 
not loud, one was like teur. It had a dull 
sound, another v/as like chit-t-t. 

The prairie horned larks were with them to 
the number of 15. They fought the longspurs and 
drove them about. They would fly over them and 
jab them in the backs and then the longspurs would 
fly away perhaps going a mile before lighting 
again. I saw which way they were going and 
got ahead of them. Soon they were all around 
toe. They ate ragweed. A bunch of about 20 
split off from the others and fed separately. 

They were not so liable to be suddenly frighten¬ 

ed. 

They flew over in Voeck's field. The flight 
vas erratic and they circled around before 
lighting. Art and I went over there. I heard 
one but it sounded as if it was a long ways off. 

I walked right into the flock without scaring 
hem before I saw them. They were on some 
r °ugh plowed ground and were hard to keep track 
°f. They walked with a graceful motion.'On the 
snow could be seen the track of the long hind 
°law. They flew from here over into Foil's, we 
® arted over there. Went down through llaine's 
/oods. Saw some tree sparrows. Then we went 


















February 18, 1901 - Monday. 

This afternoon after scho'ofTif~\vas very cold 
with a sharp north wind and a foot of snow. It 
had snowed all day Sunday. Mat ^ngeln and I 
went down in the fields to hunt for the long- 
spurs. Belov/ Spars on the hank were about 20 
juncoes. They were sunning and feeding them¬ 
selves. They appeared to be quite contented. 

■6 went down to Seeley’s but saw no more birds. 

Febru ary 21 , 1901 - Thursday. 

This morning it v/as warmer with the sun shin¬ 
ing. I nailed a board onto the window and tied 
some suet to it. At noon a chicadee came. I 
was resting my elbows on the window. It lit about 
a foot away and looked at me as trustfully and 
began to eat. I could see every feather. It ate 
a little and flew off. 

February 23, 1901 - Saturday. 

This morning Art Rudy, Jim Seeley and I went 
over to pewee caves. The sun was shining but a 
rather cold north wind was blowing. Y/e cooked 
dinner and took it over the hill with us. There 
it was warm and sunny. The snow was melting. 
Scared a bluejay up from the ground by the brush- 
Piles along the creek. Also 4 or 5 ruffed grouse. 
Their tracks were thick. Their wings marked the 
snow when they flew. I think that I found a 
drumming log. The bark and moss was v/orn off 
fr °m it. w e saw a lot of chicadees and over 
by Cahoon Rocks we found 2 bluebirds nest in an 
°ak. Heard a crow. Found the old tumble down 
°abin where Cahoon’s lived. Then we went home. 

February 25 , 1901 - Monday . 

This morning the hairy woodpecker came to the 
window. It called loudly. Its bill made a very 
■ioud noise. Flew away into the tree. 






















MARCH. 


March 2, 1901 - Satuday . 

This morning Mat Engeln and I went over on 
the island. It was warm with an overcast sky. 

It had heen warm for two or 3 days. The snow 
was going off fast. The nuthatches were sing¬ 
ing their to whery wery wery wery . In all 
directions. ~~They were quarreling and jabbering 
at each other all the time like boys going to 
light. They ran along the limbs and jawed with 
half opened wings and spread tail. 

Heard several crows in the distance. They 
Uttered harsh guttural caws. Crossed over and 
went into Hackett's woods. Under one of the 
trees by the lane were numerous fresh owl signs. 

Vi/e went along keeping close watch on all the 
trees. I hooted like a horned owl and then like 
a barred owl. As I stopped a large owl flew up 
behind us and came along over us snapping its 
bill loudly. It flew around this one woods all 
the time, it was very wild. Finally in order 
to see what kind it was I hid behind a tree near 
where I knew it was going to light next, and Mat 
c ircled around and chased it up. It lit on a 
large limb nearby. I saw it was a large barred 
°wl. it had just arrived from the south and I 
headed my migration list with it. I found one 
°f its feathers. Then we vent home. 

March 5, 1901 - Sunday. 

Today there was a hard northwest wind with 
Hurries of sleet. Mat and I went up on the hill, 
s aw a few crows. Saw where they had been walking 
Hong on the ground. Heard some chicadeos. Went 
down in Voeck’s pasture. Saw more crow and some 
woodchuck tracks, and scared up a bunch of 
quail. 

Then v/e went home. 

















March 14, 1901 - Thursday. 


This morning 3 crows flew over cawing. They 
were down quite low. 1 could hear prairie 
horned larks all over. 

March 15, 1901 - Frida y. 

This morning whenTTwas sweeping the walk 
two chicadees flew by me. One was chasing the 
other. . They were male and female. The male lit 
a °ove the other and fluttering his wings gave 
a note like ’tse 'tse ’tse se ’tler’tslup." She 
f lew at him and drove him away. They were 
courting. 


Mar ch 16, 1901 - Saturday. 

This morning' Art Itudy and 1 went down the 
brack hunting for a great horned owl’s nest. 
Trarie horned larks were everywhere on the 
brack, on the road and in the fields. The males 
were very jealous. V/hen one approached too 
aear another it would fly at it and follow it 
through the air. Saw a number of juncoes in 
bhe woodyards. They were singing for the first 
bime this winter. When down nearly to the rail¬ 
road bridge a bluejay gave the alarm note in 
bhe woods across the river. 

Just then a northern shrike flew across in 
front of us and settled in an elm 20 rds. away. 

Ib looked much like a bluejay and had the 
bilting flight of a brown thrasher. Y.e followed, 
fb sat on the top of a small elm with slightly 
raised tail. It looked very alert and held its 
bail slightly lifted. Then it made a sudden 
swoop towards the ground a few rods off and lit 
in another tree. 

Crows were flying over all the time. 

Heard a hairy woodpecker give his rattling 
call. 

Went over across the track in some other woods. 
^ train passed by arid scared up some quail that 
fit near us on the ground and in the trees. 


















Went over into the hemlock bluffs. Saw a 
flock of American goldfinches in their winter 
dress. They lit in the trees and sang for about 
10 minutes. It was a very pleasing chorus. 

Saw a large hawk soaring. It had a dark body 
and a white tail. It must have been an American 
nough-legged hawk. 

Then v/e went home. 

This afternoon I saw another large flock of 
about 75 goldfinches by Dummqter’s. They fed and 
8& ng. Some drank water in the road. 

Saw about 15 crows up on the hill. They were 
^ting. One would fly out and circle and balance 
0n outspread wings and another would chase it. 

^hey cawed loudly. 

This evening I heard a quail whistle bobwhite 
twice down in the meadows. 

March 17, 1901 - Sunday . 

This morning Mai Patterson, Percy Knapp and I 
Went over in T. Hackett’s woods. 

Heard nuthatches, woodpecker and blue jays. 
Suddenly we heard a faint tru-ally and then 
Another and I knew that the bluebirds had come, 
^uey were over by the bridge. We went over there, 
■‘■here were 3 of them. They were all mates. They 
s ^ng and hunted on the ground for food. Some 
c hicadees were there too. While the bluebirds 
flying it was hard to see them. 

Saw several prairie horned larks. Grows flew 
0v er at intervals. 

Then we went home. 

This afternoon I rode up the old state road to 
Arndts. 

Prairie horned larks were scattered all over. 

The sun was warm and the snow was melting very 
&3 t. One lark lit on a fence post about 6 feet 
®; Wa y. it squatted down with its head toward us. 

J* looked like a knot. They were scattered in the 
lQ lds. i could hear them singing. Saw a few 
guttering English sparrows at some of the farms, 
^ard a bluebird twice. There were a few crows 
but not so many as there were around town. 

Then we went home. 















This morning the boys and. I heard a northern 
shrike sing but I forgot to mention it. It 
whistled and gave a spluttering bubbling note. 

It sounded very nice. The notes were given 
singly. The bird was by Engleman's swimming hole. 

It sat near the middle of a tree across the 
r iver from us. After a while it flew over 
farther, it did not seem afraid. 


friarch 18, 1901 - Monday . 

This morning about 6:30 I went down in the 
fields. I could hear bluebirds and prairie horned 
I&rks all over. Two bluebirds lit on a tree by 
the church. Went down in I,Maine's woods. Heard 
the tree sparrows singing. They did not sing a 
long song. It was about as long as the song 

sparrows. 

Heard a chuck and looking up saw a bronzed 
Srackle. It sang. I watched it out of sight. 

^ome other birds flew over calling that I did not 
re cognise. They had notes something like those 
°f the lapland longspur (rusty blackbird) but 
Were much larger. Suddenly I heard a bubbling 
ker ee from Seeley’s marsh and knew that the 
lackbird had arrived. It sang several times. 

I heard a welcome he he h e and looking up saw 
wo robins. They were laughing at the retreat of 
winter. Then I went home. 

After breakfast I went down there again. The 
lr ds seemed to be passing to and fro along the 
galley over Maine's woods. Saw some more of 
°se strange birds. They broke into song and I 
that they were rusty blackbirds. I think 
at some other birds are in with them. They fly 
around in loose flocks of from 10 to 50. Al- 
°&ether I saw about 250 of them. They sang 
° c casionally. 

Saw the quail in Maine's woods. 

That red-winged blackbird was still in Seeley’s 

^ r sh. i we nt over to see it. Saw two meadow- 

aiks sitting in the trees along the river. Thev 
sang. J 


















Heard, another farther over. The blackbird 
V/aa a male. It was in the top of an elm. 

Jim Seeley came down and we went over in 
^e plum orchard. 

Heard the northern shrike sing. It was the 
same song. 

The nuthatches were singing too. A tree 
sparrow gave a note like pees-wees and I 
thought it was a spotted sandpiper. 

Then we went to school. 

Tonight after school I went down in the 
fields. It was chilly but was melting. The sun 
Was partly obscured. The wind was from the east 
s^d blew quite hard. 

Heard the crows and prairie horned larks as 
Usual. 

Jim Seeley came dov.n and we went over on the 
1 s land. Saw a marsh hawk. It flew over to the 

hill. 

Then went home. 


March 19, 1901 - Tuesday. 

This morning everything wa"s covered with about 
an inch of ice. 

8 male end 3 female evening grosbeaks were on 
ae ground over by Pettey's house. They dug out 
8e eds with their bills. The males picked each 
°iher when they got near but the females did not. 


March 20, 1901 - Wednesday. 

This morning when I got up it was snowing quite 


The chicadees were around as visual, when 


hard 

males came near, they spread their tails like 
ans. r^e females picked them whenever they came. 

One little fellow's tail looked rather 
ta gged. The one he wanted for mate picked him un¬ 
mercifully and he seemed somewhat discouraged. He 
lew inside the woodshed and sat on a stick with 
r °oping tail preening his feathers. His mate 
as eating suet and it came off rather hard, 
g ^Ui'^'ime she struck she gave a scolding low cuh 














March 22, 1901 - Friday. 

This morning I got up 6:20. There was not a 
°loud in sight. V.'ent dovm in the fields. The 
r ees wore covered with ice and were very 
Pretty. The river was way up. I could not get 
across the ditch at the usual place hy the river 
ecause it was so high. 

Heard a prairie horned lark and some crows. 
Maine’s woods I scared up a flock of 8 
^erican goldfinches. I was in the farther 

the woods when I heard a song sparrow 
f %• I listened and it sang twice more. I 
£* e< l to get a look at it but could not. It 
^ hintped at me once. 

th ^ ne goldfinches flew down and called 

n , e others down. Heard a number of robins. 

*hen I went home. 

eld 1 ' 1118 evenin & a rol:)i n lit in Pettey’s box 
p../, 6 *’* It: 8670 the sha rp danger call constantly. 
a Hy it flew off laughing. 


Inarch 23, 1901 - Saturday. 

^ X }• morning I got up about 6 o’clock and went 
a : '' n the fields. In Fiske's meadow there were 
number of robins and meadowlarks. The larks 

wild S "*’° W s P u tt©ring call. They were rather 
Heard a robin sing. 

So over Py the ditch. Saw and heard several 

n g sparrows and a tree sparrow. The song 
-arrows sang. Then I went into Maine’s woods. 

^ &V/ more song and tree sparrows. I could hear 
em singing in all directions. The two flocks 
quail were feeding together. Their plumage 
hs bright. 

0f v® ar<i a killdeer flying over. It was the first 
He year. Heard a bronzed grackle and a number 


nusty blackbirds. Could hear a red-wing in 


Of 

- v-“ “ “-- * »*■« • vjwixxu. uoaj a xcu- WXII£, J 

U S marsh. The bluebirds were thick as 

* Hent over to the marsh. A sparrow hawk 
ni x 0u t °f a red oak where it had spent the 
ant l Ht in a dead tree where two others 
e * One chased the other away. 










The ones that remined were male and female. 
They faced each other and slowly began to wag 
their tails. They raised them higher and higher 
& nd finally their tails and bodies were straight 
(S u p. It reminded me of a pump handle. I think 
that the nest will be in a hollow near them. 
There were a number of song and tree sparrows 
the marsh. 

After breakfast, Art Rudy, Jim Seeley, 
Clarence Cook and I went over to the hemlock 
luffs. While at Seeley’s we heard numbers of 
birds singing in the marsh. It was a bright 
vv ith a few clouds. It grew dark later. Heard 
some meadowlarks in Fiske's pasture. Saw a 
dumber of robins. Song sparrows were very 
thick. 


In Voll’s marsh a phoebe flew by me as 1 sat 
? n a log. I followed and saw it pick up a few 
dsects. It was very wild. Went over to 
Aapelkis. Heard a killdeer several times. 

Irairie horned larks were quite numerous. 

Across Seeley Creek bluebirds were thick. Heard 
ed < V S&Vl ^ red-headed woodpeckers. As we approach- 
the hemlocks a hawk screamed several times from 
e yond the cave. Jim and I went over to see it. 

As we approached it flew away. We remained still 
a dd soon it came back with another one. They 
^rcled over us and I saw that they were male and 
em&ie marsh hawks. The black and white markings 
/ ere handsome on the wings. The female had brown 
hstead of black. They screamed ke-e-e-yer-rr. 
^ Ig-eyoy; . some crows followed one around". They 
bircled around 50 feet up to see what we were. 

Jim and 1 went over on the point and climbed a 
ree to wait for them to come back. They did not 
I'Ome. Close by I noticed a large nest. I looked 
w . it closely and saw that it was being mended 
th pine-twigs. It may belong to some crow. 
a neard a loud rattling kwar-r-ruck much like 
j £®Hhead. It came from a red-bellied woodpecker. 
a thought it was a redhead at first. The bird had 
Oui- Ule in top of Q s t u b. Saw another cutting 
a hole. Saw two flickers. 1’hen „e »nt horn. 









March 24, 1901 - Sunday. 

This morning it was dark. It had been raining. 

I went down in the fields. The river was very 
igh. Heard a killdeer. There was quite a 
lock of blue jays across the river. Two crows 
■^t below Hacketts in a tree quite near the 
°use. Went over where the prairie horned larks 
® re below Hacketts. The males chased each 
other all the time. 

Pound 3 of their roosting places that had 
®en used for some time. One bird used each. They 
re about 3 feet apart. They were just places, 
ere were no hollows. Went over in Seeley's marsh, 
ihen i went home. 

After breakfast I went over in T. Hackett’s woods, 
tw the east side of the woods 1 saw nothing but * 
bro *vn creepers. In the west side were a 
_ ber of birds. A v/inter wren met me with a sharp 
r—iHJB not harsh and then disappeared. There were 
number of juncoes and bluebirds here. 

A nuthatch got a cocoon and hammered it into 
th! CeS ‘ 115 dr0 PP ed but caught it before it reached 
o ground. Heard a red-bellied woodpecker. Went 
Qy r _across the railroad track. Saw about 200 

grosbeaks in scattering flocks. The males 
0 ed each other like streaks of lightning. 

in s - aSi ° na ' ! ' ly tw0 lmd a where they were feed- 

rnv° n ground. There were a great number of 
We r lnS with bhern. They sang. The grosbeaks 
j ® ratber °f being seen on the ground. Went 
h ° bbe eastern part of the woods where I had 
bir ' 1 " been before. Saw a flock of about 40 blue- 
r ds. a red-bellied woodpecker was excavating 
e sb. Then I went home. 

afternoon I went over across the river. 
fo--, VVater v/as 3 feet higher than yesterday. It was 
i fcgy and threatened to rain. 

Sa w “ 0ne sparrows W ere very thick. It began to rain, 
all ° ne of the s P a rrow hawks sitting near its nest 
Of t bumped Up * 11 L?ave low notes as if complaining 
e wet. Heard a killdeer. In Lyon’s woods I saw 














two red-bellied woodpeckers. Heard a hairy wood¬ 
pecker give a whick-ah note. It was louder than 
a flickers. 


There was a flock of about 100 juncoes and 20 

Tb lle ^ irCiS ° n the slope to the lower peninsula. 

- juncoes sang all the time. 

The juncoes fought quite a little among them- 
ives. They were mostly males. It was interest- 
r? to note the difference in tone. They sang 
/ai le looking for food. It was hard to find one- 
^ looked as though it was singing. It began 
0 rain and I took shelter at Kapelke’s. 

® ne my way home I heard a fox sparrow sing, 
hen i went home. 

March 25, IS)01 - Monday . 

This morning when I got up it ~was raining, a 
° ck of 10 bronzed grackles lit in Mrs. Russel’s 
tc f es * Soon a11 lef t but one. He seemed to have 
aJcen posses si on. 

After breakfast I went down in the fields. The 

? tn Was very 1 coul h just manage to get in- 

woods. There was a dry strip about a 

of +• VVlde leading to them. There was a large flock 
The tree Sparrows here J ust arrived from the south. 
a y San £ and - fought among themselves. There were 
number of song sparrows also. 

Past 6 me&dovvlark3 were thick, especially in Fiske’s 
a hr'> re ’ ln his meadow 1 saw the first white-rumped 
It lk:e °f the ye&r ‘ It was very tame and fearless. 
a bd S >r vvitil its tail well elevated and its head ud 
W or a very alert expression. It ate an angle-' 
m. Then I went to school. 

March 26, 1901 - Tuesday, 
the fJ S 11101,11 ing before breakfast I went down in 
» eldS * robins had come in the night. 

i< Dianv 6 S Ir ' eadow was full of them in company with 
ee tti mead0Wlarks * 1 1141(1 raore trouble than ever in 
ti 0i> ^ i n to the woods. The tree sparrows were 
See? ni f nerous than before. Went home by way of 
Qy ' 3 marsh * There were a few red-wings'here, 
ny m °re tree sparrows. 











March 28, 1901 - Thursday. 

This morning the river was so high that I could 
get anywhere. After breakfast I vent up by 
t-he railroad bridge. Went along the bank this side 
the bridge. There were a number of song sparrows 
here. Two sang very queerly. 

Juncoes were thick. They sang all the time, 
heir song was sweet sweet sweetse-ty repeated 
two trills. One would give the three one 
a ter the other with drooping and shaking wings 
a *id tail. Heard a queer song. Looked around and 
saw that it came from a purple finch. The song re¬ 
sembled a warbling vireo’s but was louder and more 
Joyous. Then I went to school. 


March 29, 19 01 - Friday . 

This morning after breakfast I went up by the 
f idge again. The river was very high about 10 
eet above summer height. The robins were mating. 
ae males promenaded in front of the females. The 
emales chased them. The males flew sometimes 
> Witl1 widespread tails and hit the sides of them at 
eVe ry stroke of the wings. It made a clicking 
sound. Across the track I heard a fox sparrow 

hg. There were a great many phoebes around the 
°ridge. 

Then I went to school. 

March 30, 1901 - Saturday. 

This morning I saw quite a few kTTldeer on the 
ooded flats. They were wild and noisy. 


March 31, 1901 - Sunday. 

This afternoon the water was down a great deal, 
was a cloudless day. Went down in the fields, 
here were not many birds in Maine's woods. The 
ater had hardly got down. Saw a few song sparrov/s. 

the swimming hole a male meadowlark lit on a 
ahn^ P ° St 821(1 tegan to si ng. It seemed to be 
Sc 7 ln e off - it spread its tail to the utmost and 
8in a - lJ8Ci ° n the post ’ lowered its head and began to 
n C. It turned alternately from and towards me. 

















Went on and sat on a post by Seeley’s marsh. 

0 American sparrow hawks were across the river. 

^ hey gave long trembling notes like the killdeer 
f a plover much run together. The male soared 
around wi.tn set wings. They appeared to have 
avorite places for sitting. They would disappear 
d then in a few minutes be back again. They 
c at m °tionless except for turning their heads. A 
li1: on a fence across the marsh and looked 
^ ound. Then it gave a note like caw-aw—caw mean- 
rmi bright and two more came. They walked" around 
d picked at the ground. 

j ^ hen 1 went dp to the railroad track and up to 
v* Tackett’s woods. Saw a fox sparrow and the 

°arred owl. 

Then I went home. 


APhIL. 


. April 1, 1901 - Monday. 

the v 8 after ^° on 1 v/ ent up in the woods across 
r &ilroad track. The woods were quite still. 

fish G W6re a number °f robins here. Saw a king- 
s her. it was going to roost and rattled at me 
a subdued tone. 

j^T^ere were ID or more brown creepers that had 
It Wa g rr ^y^/^ j > he S°od Idck to^hearjne sing 

ft had a sad indescribable cadence. A 
I quality hard to define. 

Then I went home. 


Th• April 4, 1901 - Thursday. 

Srov 8 raornill £ 1 went up to Agerer’s sugar bush. 

creepers were numerous and tame. I could get 
a ro Un 6 feet of them. I watched one. It would go 
st e ^ f a tree and be eating something and I would 
8ft g be ^ 0v/ * Tt would not notice me at first but 
Thev r & woudd Took down and then flv off. 

1 were hard to locate by their notes. 

• rov/s wsrp VQ ry numerous. They chased a barred 
They did not pick it but just cawed 


o -Jvs were very numerous, 
^.ali 0ver> 

1 it. 














^ April 6, 1901 - Saturday. 

Ihis morning a mourning dove flew over me as 
1 was at work. 

Saw a Coopers hawk circling around above 
Hgerer's woods. 

Heard a field sparrow sing several times.bv 
she depot. J 

n . April 7, 1901 - Sunday. 

-‘■'his morning after breakfast I went over across 
® Railroad tracks on Horthrups. Heard a vesper 

e-rn^+> Cn/ S '*' n ^* juncoes, song sparrows and 

goldfinches were singing with all their might. 
j*w a phoehe give a flight song. It hovered in 
-A® alr and said pewee very fast and then gave a 
_ueer note. Went over across the bridge. 

l'here were a great number of yellow-bellied 
apsuckers here. I could hear them drumming and 
i n all directions, They were mating 
J'eady and were very noisy. The woods were 
lied, with evening grosbeaks. There were over 

all +5 th ? m * ri ' he y were screaming and fighting 
c *■ tile time. A few were singing but I could 
8 - ch only occasional notes in the general racket, 
-ent over towards the Tanrarack swamp. The 
he , C ° es ) son £» tree and fox sparrows were thick 
re * Heard a male fox sparrow singing in a 
° w tone like a catbird. He v/as not all wild. 

Heard two mourning doves cooing. In coming 

i of the 0ther side of the swamp I heard a meadow -1 
■k.across the river. It surprised me at first. 
J-hen I went home. 

April 8 , 1901 - Monday . 

b r T v is mo *' n * n £ 1 went down in the fields before 
turn 5 aSt '. In ° ne of Fiske ' s trees that white- 

s ^ rlke was singing. It seemed to have two 
• Une l3Vfi tha mo "• n * a catbird and the 



aiivc* T ° 04 u.oa 1 u.ng 01 a pump 
® d v/ ith loud kras. 

n the river thiTi~ were a.pair of 


°n the 


a pump handle inter- 


wood ducks. 



















flew up with a whistled note before 1 saw them, 
followed the river to below where H. Hackett tised 
0 Uve but did not see them again. 

This evening after supper a kingfisher flew 
v Qr silently. They are not noisy yet. 

While going up town a flock of 7 sandhill cranes 
, o iew north over the town. There were 5 in one 
v ^ nch a nd 2 more a little to one side. Their flight 
s slow and flapping. They were a long ways up. 
e y fought on the wing. 

April 9, 1901 - Tuesday . 

^ -^his afternoon after school I went down in the 

a e . s * In Fiske's meadow by the ditch I scared up 

^ulson's sn ip e# flew and lit over farther. I 

i}i ased it up several times and finally it lit over 

At ^? hert y s near Maine’s woods by a pool of water. 

st it flew up when I was almost about to 

° n afterward it flew up with a harsh 

^ G when 50 or 60 feet away. I crawled along in 

Ca dd tch until I was 4 or 5 feet away and 

utiousiy raised my head. I looked and listened 

°ut ^ ° r ^ minutes. Then I stood up and it ran 

f e ° f a hollow splashed in the water with its 

und flew across. It squatted down in a 

it h 6 P° c l ce t and disappeared as quickly as though 

. ad been covered up. Then it went across the 
f iv er . 

•’lati cou l d hear vesper sparrows singing their 
ins in great number, 
neard a mourning dove coo. 

^ a w a number of flickers in the fields feeding. 
Ihen I went home. 

jp April 10, 1901 - Wednesda y. 

1S mornin S before breakfast I went down in the 
as • ' was warm and nice. Saw a single cowbird 

j flew over giving its glassy note, 
a a fall elm on the west side of I.iaine's woods 
t^ lcker WaS drummin £* If gave a number of rapid 
fW. thou ff h fhey were not loud. Others answered 
m across the river. 














Also heard a yellow-bellied woodpecker. Heard 
several field sparrows on the hill. Two or 
three times I observed the meadowlark’s flight 
a female would rise up and fly a short 
distance when a male would follow her. Uhen 
they had mounted to a considerable distance the 
t»-le would sing. He gave a sputtering squeaking 
out musical note interspersed with calls and 
ending with the regular song. While giving the 
°ng the birds circled around and at its end 
sank to the ground or else repeated it. Then I 
v ' e nt home. 


April 11, 1901 - Thursday. 

This morning it was'quite chilly. Heard the 
lrst chipping sparrow of the year singing. It 
^■s quite wild. I could hardly get sight of it. 
w °uld sing and then fly 10 or 20 rods before 
fi'hting again. Saw the bronzed grackles carry- 
% grass for a nest over to Mrs. Petteys trees, 
b 1 th ® arried Others are mating. The males 

6 v e the females no rest but chase all around, 
ne males give a high love note like the bluejavs 
igher and the females reply with a cha cha" 
n a harsh remonstrating manner. - 


. _April 12, 1901 - Friday. 

kiv/i mornin & 1 heard a single golden-crowned 
%let. it called all the time. 

Heard some more chipping sparrows. 

Cver on the school grounds 1 saw a red-tailed 

Wn i* circled around about 80 feet up as if 
ndering what was going on. It kept getting 
war but finally flew over to the hill. 

Saw a number of grackles again. A kingfisher 
iew over and rattled loudly. The grackles sit 

tnii 6 feraales &nd spreading their wings and 
lls give their harsh notes. 
















APRIL 


April 13, 1901 - Saturda y. 

caJ 1S Seeley anTTT^ok ny new 

amera and went up the track. I tried to get 
Metres of birds btt as soon as I got reaS they 

we re ®°" e ' In the w00ds acr o s = the track there 
e more than 50 ruby-crowned kinglets. They 
ailed and sang all the time. -They kept very 


Aiong the track I saw 3 cowbirds in a snail 
bi-r-H* t, 1 tr '*' ed t0 Photogrnph a great number of 
B s ^hey always flew. (Saw brown creepers) 
<e went over to the tamarack swamp. Saw a 
«^eat number of evening grosbeaks. There were 
eJ. e a few juncoes. We hunted for that 
'jeadees nest. It was spoiled. They had driven 

°f e in f0r about 10 inches and then cut in at 
ne bottom to it . 


v/e S'* * sin £ le Wrtle warbler. On our way home 
We nt home & white-eyed vireo singing. Then we 


m, . April 14, 19Q1 - Sunday. 
fieirf 18 evening Jim Seeley and I went down in the 
n e J. Sa r a cowbird fl y ov er. Pound a robin's 
bla o+ bel0W f lske ’ 3 mead ow in a small elm. It \ms 
• ered with fresh mud. Saw song sparrows 
jng. There were a few tree sparrows here. 

gr P cZ e vo b,V the plum orc hard we saw the tracks of a 
tt at blue heron. 


April 15, 1901 Mond ay. 

a corning I saw a chipping sparrow chasing 

W as v ” that _nad ventured near its nest. The nest 
eing built in one of Mrs. Russel's trees. 











April 18, 1901 - Wednesday . 

This noon when I came home from school I 
heard a purple finch sing in front of Pettys. 

I followed it around for a short distance. It 
v/as rather wild. The English sparrows bothered 
it when it sang. 

April 20, 1901 - Saturday. 

This morning Jim Seeley and 1 went up in 
Northrup's by the river. 

There were a few juncoes here. Saw some fox 
s Parrows. They were mating a little and were 
TUite tame. The crows over in the woods were 
chasing a great horned owl. Crossed the river 
a boat. We went over by the railroad 
bridge. Saw a male and a female cowbird. They 
Sat close together. The male gave his bubbling 
so »g and bowed to her. 

Went out on the middle pier of the bridge. 
s aw two robins make the start of their nest. It 
on a flange of the iron work about a foot 
e low the top of the bridge and about 4 feet from 
he rails. Trains were passing frequently. Each 
°he laid a beakful of grass at the spot and then 
bestled down as if in the nest. Those were the 
Ve ry first straws. They were not afraid. 

We waited for some time but they did not bring 
an W more. Went over in P. Hacketts woods. Saw a 
number of kinglets of both species. 

A flicker lit like a robin in a tree and gave 
a b°nd wick wick wick wick and then flew on and 
Save it again. 

By the bridge we heard a ruby-crowned kinglet 
®*ng. I got the first words of its song but not 
he last chee chee chee tur tur tur and the 
^rhle. The notes I got - were given in a hurried 
® a nner. The 1st 3 were accented. 

Saw the broad tracks of a great blue heron 
a long the river. Saw a G. C. Kinglet. 

Then we went home* 














n . April 21, 1901 - Sunday . 

This morning I went down in the fields before 
reakfast. Saw a pair of barn swallows the first 
the year, Ileadowlarks were mating. The red¬ 
wings were flying around screaming and singing, 
chickens were very afraid of them. 

Father and I drove up to the county farm. Y/e 
went over to the Baine Hill. 

Vesper sparrows were scattered along thickly. 
a white-rumped shrike fly out of a clump of 
e Q8 ahead and hovered over a spot a hundred feet 
4 * on its perch. It hung there with rapidly beat- 
ab e wings for fully two minutes and then dashed 
out 20 feet to the ground. A coopers hawk swept 
wn about 20 feet above us. I could plainly see 
barred tail. 

In Ablemans I watched some flickers. They flew 
a 0Und and fed on the ground. They seemed to have 

int 6 ^ in a large elm * A tr0 °P of 8 blue jays camp- 
t hunting through an apple orchard. 

On the hill I saw several prairie horned larks, 
oui- way home I saw a red-t ailed hawk. 

Bruce UcCoy shot a loon on the millpond today, 
was feeding. He sent it off to be stuffed. 


April 25, 1901 - Thursday , 
in 3 mor ning I saw single white-crowned sparrow 
n K r. Piske’s garden. 

ifai Aft . er sch001 1 went down in the fields. In 
to s woods I 3 bank swallows. Two appeared 
Unt-n ma * ies * The m uted male chased the other away 
$ Ca 1 116 finally left. Saw a barn swallow. 

Sa w red ^ several Quail. They are widely scattered 
one flock of ten and they were all females, 
tel my way h01116 1 looked in that robins nest 
S '° V/ B'iske' s pasture. There were 3 eggs in it. 
Wilson's snipe in Fiske's marsh. They were 
rd to flush. 

Ihen I went home. 











April 26, 1901 - Fr iday. 

This morning I was by ji m Patterson's. I heard 
a strange song which at first resembled a song 
sparrows. I saw the bird on a woodpile. It was 
a °out as large as a chipping sparrow and rather 
saembled one. Another one flew into the side of 
,, e wo °<ipile. I saw that they were house wrens. 

e song v/as hard to describe. It was rapid and 
Pleasing. They flew into the sides of the wood- 
PUes. They were mating. The males wings and 
ail drooped while singing. The female scolded 
, . ttale. He would get in front of her, fluff up 
Xs feathers, throw his tail over his back and 
^ ln e. As they lit above me in a tree the black 
bail "'as conspicuous. They were not very 

s tonight after school 1 went over in Volls. 
cared up some quail at the ravines. Saw 3 kill- 
eer. Tapped all the trees I came to but did 
ot find any woodpeckers nests. I found one that 
o~ y be long to a white breasted nuthatch as he was 
°und. When he was near it he went around with 
W Sa(i tail , 8X1(1 1003e ly hung wings as though mat- 
It f- By Seeley's bend I scared up a green heron. 

0 flew into a tree and put its head under the branch; 
which it sat to look at me. It kept twisting 
63 neck in queer ways all the time, 
ab ^ flew hown to the river again and I got right 
j 0ve it * but it saw me before I did it. It lit 
a tree again. It v/as rather nervous and jerked 
8 tail all the time. Then it flew into Seeley's 
r sh. a red-wing chased it. Then I went hone. 
s -^fter supper I went down in the fields again. 
g a y a single rusty blackbird in Piske’s marsh. It 
j &lci tchick . By a pond of water in Maine's woods 

scared up the green heron again. I followed it 
°Und. I tried to sneak up to it but could not. 

Saw a ruby-crov/ned kinglet drinking dew. It 
f ank without raising its head. 











After dark I scared up the green heron from 
that little slovgh. It was roosting under a high 
^&nk. it flew out with a frightened qua qua qua 
■Sj ^yk quaw k. The wk was shrill. 

Heard an owl hoot over at the hemlocks. It 
said hoa hop hoo hoo oo. I did not know what it 
was. 

Then I went home. 

April 27, 1S01 - Saturday . 

This morning before breakfast I heard a spotted 
sandpiper. The first of the year. 

After breakfast Art Rudy and I went down the 
rack fishing. In Voeck’s marsh I heard a brown 
brasher sing. There were a pair of spotted 
sandpipers around a pool of water. They were quite 
ame. They would wade out in get some insect and 
fihen run back to shore. 

Went clear down to the flume. In Rock Cut I 
saw a robins nest under a ledge of rock. 

1 At the flume I saw a catbird drink. It drank 
a chicken. Several cliff swallows flew over 
giving the creaking note. 

There were a number of bank swallows here. They 
sat in the trees while resting. Saw a number of 
"tyrtle warblers. They were mostly males. 

Heard a white—crowned sparrow sing. 

Song,fie Id.vesper and chipping sparrows were 
tt&ing in all directions. Here a large number of 
waning grosbeaks across the river in Watsons woods. 

" e we nt up in the woods under some rocks. Saw 
yellow-bellied woodpecker building its nest. The 
^ a le was cutting out the inside. The entrance hole 
as so small that he had to make several efforts to 
^ et in. I could just see the tip of his tail. He 
°Uld push a few pieces out of the hole and then 
u y off with one. 

Then we v/ent home. 










Saw the house wrens in our yard. 

Took ray camera and went down to get a picture 
°f that robins nest. Another little elm was in the 
w &y and I had to tie it down. I think I got a good 

In Maine’s woods I saw a male towhee. It acted 
like a catbird. It was tame. Saw a number of 
'luail. Tried to get a picture of a ruby-crowned 
^nglet but did not. 

Then I went home. 

Saw 2 juncoes. 


Apr il 28, 1901 - Sunday. 

rhis morning when I got up I heard a rose—breast- 
e( I grosbeak sing. The song was sweet and very 
juried. It excelled any that I have heard before. 

was full of pure toned turns and quivers. Went 
uown in the fields. In Maine's woods I saw 3 brown 
brashers. Two were males. One male was courting, 
be flew around calling kwut kwit . The female 
°Howed and did not let him rest. They did not fly 
toore than ordinarily fast. He sang a few notes 
ecasionally. They would lit on the ground and 
^°P and then keep working higher until above the 
rees. The other male sang. He mocked the notes 
f a meadowlark, killdeer, redwinged blackbird, 

an ^ ^Siting note of a song sparrow, and 

e songs of the rose-breasted grosbeak, fox 
Pkrrow and tree sparrow. 

Heard a Baltimore oriole. Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went over across the river, 
ound a bluebirds nest in a stub by the ravines. 

contained 6 eggs. I tapped lightly on the stub 
n< I the female came up and set on the edge of hole 
looked at me. Then she flew off with a note 
all Quitit quitit quit . She was not alarmed at 
ah sat on a liinb preening her feathers for 

out 10 minutes. The male was nearby. Then they 
e ut off to get insects. 

T/a * n Voll’s woods were a great number of myrtle 
ubiers. They were singing. They were not very 
th G * * n ^you's woods were a number of white- 
°ated sparrows. They sang. One was 

















an especially fine singer he gave kwur he he I I 

£eahody peaho dy. The first notTWthe- 

m h f v ng inf l®ction and. sounded as sweet as an organ. 
ey S8emed never to have done. Then I went home. 

April 29, 1901 - Monday. 
ar _, ™°rning I saw two chimney swifts flying 
air^ d r hi f h Up * Heard a bobolink singing in the 
si ngin^ al ' myS See the first one as 113 ^ies over 

Heard a male rose-breasted grosbeak singing. 

trees VGr ni Baltlmor8 Oriole's were hunting in the 
• Heard a spotted sandpiper as it flew over 
a towhee singing up on the hill. 

his even ing a whippoorwill sang several times. 

. April 50, 1901 - Tuesd ay. 

S 0el ® m ° rnln £ there was a male purple martin on 
ej -Qy's house. 

of ‘hick. A great ronter 

Hoi 3q Swallov/s were flying around the school 
Heard another bobolink. 
fHe oriole's were very thick this morning. 

a, nnf , Sr sch ° o1 1 Sav/ °ne mourning dove chase 
°^her away from the first's mate. 

Saw a kingbird the first of the year, 
neard a whippoorwill and several owls. 


FAY 

mv. Fay 1, 1901 - Wednesday. 

Ww® !" 0rning 1 went~down in the fields after 

8 Parrrt aS l* In the ditch b F line’s woods a song 
if from h0 n nest. It contained one egg. 

eft, ' b uilt in lulder the grass. She was not alarm- 

fui „7 ippine sparrows were thick. The woods were 
Sty e i "V/rtle warblers in song. They had 3 songs 
^QfT? 7;! n—- 8 - WSl swe 11 sw11 3Wg sometimes se st was 
a t r i t ? , r.° 11 * . ch wu chwn chwtt chwtt ch^m~5h wu and 

8hcl sl ,. ilke a chi PPing sparrows only not so loud 

Ih ey wl ant - f aw a raated ^ ir of downy woodpeckers. 
F have queer harsh indrawn notes like chut chut 

ihere w ere a great number of white-throated 



















sparrows here. They sang and gave sharp notes 
■‘•ike tse tse in a metallic tone. 

Saw a mourning dove chasing a female. Flickers 
ere common. Two have a nest across the river. 
Cowbirds were flying past all the time. 

I could hear cuail in all directions. 
c The re were a few American goldfinches and of 
ourse English sparrows were there. Rose-breast- 
Q grosbeaks were common. 

Heard a warbling vireo sing. 

1'he white-throated sparrows looked much like 
Slish sparrows when on the ground. 

This evening I heard a yellow-billed cuckoo 
Ca ll. 

A male purple martin flew over. 


May 2, 1901 - Thursday. 

s Saw another kingbird this evening. The English 
P^rrows still roost in Mrs. Russel's tree in 
^^t numbers. 

Heard a sora. 


May 3, 1901 - Friday. 

tent down in the fields. Saw several killdeer 
fine's woods. Heard several warbling vireos. 

a robins nest in a little crab by the slough, 
j, c °ntained eggs. Went over on the island, 
hnd a song sparrow's with 5 eggs in it. It was 
d®!* some weeds. 

p May 4, 1901 - Saturday. 

sard a catbird sing this morning, 
jjome bluejays are building in Mr. Pettey's trees 
aft ear< * a bobolink singing in Fiske's meadow 
tv breakfast. I heard a strange song and found 
e v at ^ is in an orchard oriole the first I had 
r se en. It was rather restless and flew from 
&n ! e tree. Its song was loud and pleasing 
5 al .' fas given rapidly. It called much like the 
Elmore Oriole. 

p ather and I dro 


ve over to Spauldings corners. 











went up past Udell’s. Vesper were very thick, 
^hey would fly up from the sides of the road and 
J-ight in front of the horse. When one did not 
*®nt to be seen it would run through the grass with 
lts he &d down and I could hardly see it. They sat 
on the fence posts and sang. There was quite a 
i ference in the songs. Saw some quail behind a 
& il fence. They were not at all afraid. One un¬ 
concernedly walked up a rail. 

Saw a number of least flycatchers. Iied-eyed 
vireos were singing in all directions. In one 
Place I heard a single Maryland yellow-throat. 
Catbirds were quite thick. Saw several king- 
irds. One was watching for insects while on the 
around. Warbling vire os were also common. 

Beyond Terrytown there were towhees in all the 
gearing. They seemed to prefer the clearings 
er grown with berry bushes, 
heard a scarlet tanager sing. 

Field sparrows were common. They were mating 
11 ® ave n otes and acted like chipping sparrows. 

*.e stopped at Jones'.English sparrows had built 
n /T r the r00f of a straw covered shed in great 
• ers. Most of the nests contained young. Saw 
° ne killdeer. 

Mourning doves were very thick. They were mostly 
^ & ired. I saw more than 20 near a pond. There 

as a killdeer nest near the pond but I could not 
u Pd it. 


lo a ^ ird on a tree at out 10 rods off. I 
r ° " d at With the glass and saw was a white- 
Th Pe<1 shrike * 1 came closer and saw its nest. 

e tree was a poplar about a foot through 20 
So^ from the ground. It had broken and bent over 
at the t0p touched the ground. The nest was 

j tae top about a foot below it in a mass of twigs. 
Walked up one of the limbs. The male which I 

and Se8n fleW aW&y then * 1 looked under the limb 
fl a my face nearly touched the old bird. She 

and W i° ff ’ Ihe nest was Bade of ^icks and weeds 
f e ,^ lned thickly with chicken feathers. The 
bers stuck up over the edge and arched over 









30 as nearly cover it. The nest contained 5 
e Sgs. They were a light creamy white and were 
spotted with cinnamon brown and lavender, mostly 
n a wreath at the large end. 

The female was much excited and gave a harsh 
r &ttling note like hitting two pebbles together 
& nd the usual harsh kra kra . She perched almost 
wi thin reach but the male flew to another tree. 

■The spread her tail and dropped her wings. 

^ took a picture of the nest. The wind nearly 
e w me out of the tree. On the way home I heard 
a scarlet tanager and a redstart sing. Heard 
a large flock of evening grosbeaks in some woods. 
Then I went home. 

liay 5, 1901 - Su nday. 

This morning before breakfast I~went down 
ln the fields. 

In Maine’s woods were lots of birds. I was 
piking along the river bank when I saw a movement 
n the bushes, and weeds below me. I stood still 
* ad a s °ra stepped into sight. It did not notice 
but it seemed to think that something was wrong. 
1 Was very handsome. It twisted its head around 
quirked its tail in a queer way. It stepped 
& 0und gingerly and finally flew a little ways in 
weak fluttering way to another willow lump and 
b so that I could not find it. 
leard a least flycatcher. 

Then I went home. 

Wo After breakfast I went over in F. Hackett’s. 
finder* Keb-eyed and warbling vireos were numerous 
I 8& w several yellow-throated vireos. 

Of [ Ieard a P ecu linr wren like song. It was made 
^ harsh notes like that which a house wren starts 
s °hg with. I had some difficulty in locating 
| ■ inally I traced it to a tall tree and saw 

. the tird was a bl&ck-throated green warbler. 
in 61 ? were bwo of them. Hedstarts were singing 
a H directions. 

° aw two or three wood thrushes, they were 








They called loudly when 


rather wild, 
scared up. 

“Qnt out on the peninsula beyond the K.K. 
ridge. Saw a male Maryland yellow-throat in 
ome thorn apple trees. 

Heard an Indigo bunting singing. 

Across the river by the big pine 1 saw a 
umber of bluejays getting acorns from the 
ground. They would hold them in their bills 
the y flew to a branch and then hold them 

Wnder one of their feet while they split them 
open. 

Saw a chipping sparrow that had lost its tail, 
could not fly well. It appeared to be mating. 
Aden I went home. 

This afternoon I went over to the hemlock 
uffs. i tapped lightly on the bluebirdswith 
she flew up to the hole and sat there, 
oking at me for a while and then flew off. Heard 
orchard oriole call and saw it once. 

In the edge of the woods 1 scared up an olive 

»ashf d thrush from a P la °e that the water had 
Aed out * It was not very wild but always sat 
its back towards me. It was silent. The 
srmf WQS uniform olive, a streak of cream buff 
Heck ^ With 1)111015:11311 extended around on the side 

B, ale Carlet tana £ ers were common. They were all 

. ‘-hen I reached the hemlocks I heard a aueer 
It r sh song and identified it as the parula warbler, 
kept moderately high up. A blackish blur on the 
breast was a good mark. 

An °ther constant song was that of the ovenbird. 
ntt-. W&S llke teacher teacher t eache r teacher teacher 

„- ed rapidly arid' accented on the last syllable- 

^idkedly. It began in a lowj^one and gained in 

The birds 


* and volume like 


w er e \ vuxurae ilKe ^ • The bi 

but at:ner llar<1 110 locate as they gave no notes 
f ar or? SOnff whlch seemed at first to come from 
if and at the end seemed to be under ry feet 













J^en seen they would generally be in the lower 
branches and snail trees. They would walk along 
she limb and stop and throw up the head to sing, 
he underparts were white streaked with black. * 
it throws back its head to sing the orange- 
yellow of the crown is visible. They walked like 
joves and were very graceful. They were tame, 
e ovenbirds, olivebacked thrushes, parula and 
ack throated green warblers were the first 1 had 
er seen. It was a good bird day. On my way 
me I saw another olive backed thrush. 

Then I went over to Kapelke’s. Ed Lyons set 
across the river in a boat. Found a single 
Q sparrows nest near there. It contained 4 
ees Of its own and one of a cowbird. In Seeley’s 
rsh i saw 3 more nests . 0ne j hlxnted for for 

°me time before 1 found it. It was set in the 
jv 5 of a clura P of grass. It contained 4 eggs, 
hey were greenish blue blotched and spotted with 
0 0Us * ' lhe 0ther nests con tained 5 eggs each. 

the SSt in the Side of a tussock of grass and 
he other under a stick in a thick clump of tag 

ers. None of the owners were much alarmed. 
e N slipped off the nests and jran along the 
av/ay* 11 ’ like mlCe f ° r E f6W feet » hhh then flew 

T'hen I went home. 


I&y 9, 19 01 - Thursday . 

S evenin £ after school I found a phoebe’s 
tai Utlder the eaves of Dockham’s barn. It con- 

forf? 3 eeeS ‘ Heard the wren singing and looked 
the nest but did not find it. 

Ihdjt dowi by Seeley’s. Heard a number of 
the Wi ^ s 3 ihgiug. Saw the green heron in 
It f In&rs k* J t squatted down to hide. After awhile 
then Up Gnd circled around several times and 

e xtended W f WS t t * ** fleW With indravm neck and 

Onc,v,° aw & sora in the marsh as it went 
pen Place. 

Then I went home. 


across an 











This evening Art Rudy and I went up on the 
1x111 to hear the whippoorwills. We did not get 
^est far enough to have them light above us. 

•there were 6 Or 8 of them. Once 4 sang together, 
it was a confused noise with whip notes running 
through it. -- 

May 10, 1901 - Friday . 

Tonigiit after school 1 heard several wood 
thrushes singing. 

Saw uO martins flying around. Saw a chest-nut 
sided warbler in Trumbulls trees. It sang. 


May 11 , 190J. - Saturday. 

This morning Art Rudy and I took our dinners 
and went down the track. By the depot a pair of 
ank swallows have started to dig their nest. 

ln that bluebird’s nest in the hollow post 
there were young. 

Saw a yellow warbler in Voeck's marsh. It 
Was singing'. 

Many birds were along the track to pick up 
gravel. . 


Saw a prairie horned lark, vesper sparrows 
6n d 4 mourning doves eating gravel close to one 
Mother. 


In the woods close to the flume we saw a 
ar &e great horned owl, several times. The 
^°ods here were a succession of rises and hollows. 
& t yellow-bellied woodpecker’s nest v/as not 
one yet. I hit the tree but nothing came out. 
climbed up a little sapling by it. One of them 
t on the tree and gave a low call and the other 
aRle °ht with some pieces of wood. Then the first 
he^v/ent in and the other staid by the door. 

a song coming continually from the top 
It was like te tsia tsia chippy chippy 
ar -=^-^_ The first was like that of “a field 
Parrow and the second like a chipping sparrow, 
was hard to locate and when I had found it I 
Ui not identify it. It was so high up. Wnall „ 


Heard 
tree. 
■S^Ppy. 


















it joined its mate in the brush and I saw that 
it was a lark sparrow the first that I had ever 
seen. It looked much like a white-throated 
sparrow on its back. There was a black spot on 
its breast. The head was marked peculiarly with 
white . It was rather wild and was soon high in 
the trees again. 

Heard a Maryland yellow-throat give a song 
like wut wut rit it che repeated twice. There 
were red-winged blackbirds in the fields. The 
ttales were mating and chased the females all 
the time. The latter gave a note like kra kra 

kra. - 

1 » 

Heard a warbling vireo give a note like chut 
£k]at. Saw SQ veral yellow-throated vireos. They 
were quite tame. 

'went over to the hemlocks. Found a Coopers 
Hawk's nest in a large maple about 50 or sixty 
f eet up. It was made of sticks with a loose rim 
around it and contained 3 pale-blue eggs. The 
female stayed on the nest until I was half way up. 
ft took 25 minutes to get up and down. 

Then we went over the rocks. Saw a single 
hooded warbler for an instant. 

Overbirds were very thick and we saw several 
erula Warblers. It was threatening rain all 
th A hout noon \e took our things up to 

he little cave. I was stooping to get under 
a ^fttle bush that stood by the foot of a tree 
when a female partridge flew from her nest right 
hhder my feet. Her wing hit me in the neck and 
s he nearly ran into Art. The nest was as large 
as a plate and was at the foot of a tree. It 
* as roade of leaves and contained 13 buffy white 
°r ochraceous buff eggs. The female was laying 
I took one. 

After dinner we ’..ent south along hemlock 
re ek. There was a narrow valley here. V«e 
^allowed it to its end. At one place there were 
lot of berry bushes and I heard chewinks and 
e ld sparrows. Prairie horned larks and vesoer 
Parrows were common and we saw a few bluebirds, 
ihen we went home. 










May 12, 1901 - Sunday . 

This afteFnoon I went over to the hemlock 
fluffs. I stopped, for a while at the ravines, 
heard a catbird sing so low that I could hardly 
hear it. Saw some quail, 

V/ent over in Voll's woods. Pound a song 
s parrows nest with 4 of its own and 2 cowbird’s 
e 6gs in it. The female was not on the nest. The 
sparrows eggs had a sharply defined wreath around 
he laige end. Saw some quail fly up in a tree to 
themselves. They kept up a continual chatter. 
. *tz Kapelke showed me a chipping sparrows nest 
a gooseberry bush. The female sat on it while 
looked at her. The nest contained 4 eggs. 

V/ent over to the bluffs. Saw the old patridge 
on her nest. She looked very large. She never 
le& e<i an<1 1 cou l d hardly distinguish her from the 

, Saw two or three ruby-throated hummingbirds. 
n f en °- 1l(1 hooper's hawk saw me coming she flew 

c *t looked like rain and I went into the little 
*ve. The male grouse began to drum. It was like 
•^kH£!P_t hump t hu mp thump thump thump thr -r-r-r-r-r 

crowing faster all the time! He drummed at- 

ntervals of about 4 minutes. After a little the 
male flew off the nest to where he was. I went 
P and counted the eggs. She had laid another 
naicin g 13. Then I went home. 


r , I.!ay 13, 1 901 - M onday. 

Tonight after school Jim Seeley and I went 
own in the marsh. Saw a ruby-throated humming- 
8 V/e went through the marsh looking for 

ras. After we had gone a short distance v/e 
°hld hear them calling to each other where we had 
Pr + S6en any * Anally 1 saw one. It was very 
‘ et ty and not very wild. Its tail was very 
ed^Picuous. It held it up like a wren. It rais- 
j lts fe ®t high when it walked and peered about 
an uncertain manner. We could not find it 
“• Soared up one and it flew a short distance 



















above the weeds. It dangled its feet and held 
its head up. It looked funny. Then I v/ent 
home. 

May 14, 1901 - Tuesday . 

This morning the purple martins were thick 
around ny bird house. The males would go inside 
and call until the females came in. There are 

Wo full grown males. They drove the sparrows 
away. 

Some blue jays are building in Pettys tree. 
ne came into the yard and tore up some paper 
and flew off with it. 

Saw a female rose-breasted grosbeak. Two 
Jales were courting her. They flew as fast as 
they could go.. 

V/ent up on Northrup's by the R.B. bridge. Saw 
J sin gle yellow warbler. Catbirds were thick. 

°Und a flicker's nest in a tall stub. 

Heard a magnolia warbler singing. The song 
^as like rit rit rit ra cit i te. It was in the 
op of a tree. It is about as pretty a bird as 
have seen. The underparts were yellow, breast 
and middle of belly streaked with black, under¬ 
side of tail white, tipped with black; back olive, 
ne white wing patch. It gave the song at short 
ntervals. It was not restless but explored each 
imb thoroughly occasionally pausing to sing. 

Saw a number of myrtle warblers. 

Saw a Wilson's thrush and several wood thrush- 
r , S * On my way home I saw a white-crowned 
parrow. Its tints were rich and harmonious and 
n was very beautiful. 

- 

r , May 15, 1901 - Y/ednesd ay. 

This morning 1 went up to the'graveyard. Pound 
^ Phoebe's nest on the top of a window in the tool 
s ®. Saw a number of chipping sparrows; vesper 
Parrovs were common and were tame. 

V/ent home through the woods. Saw a single black 










and white warbler. It moved around leisurely 
and stayed for some time on one perch. It sang 
incessantly like su a su a su a sun su su su. 
Ovenbirds were common. Then I went home. 

May 16, 1901 - Thursday . 

This evening I heard a wood pew ee. The 
Martins are taking in stuff for a nest. I saw 
them in the garden. The males fight. Heard 
a magnolia warbler sing. 

May 19, IS01 - Sunday. 

This morning before breakfast I went down in 
ae fields. Meadowlarks and bobolinks were 
a °undant. The first bird to greet me in Maine's 
^°°d-s was the Wilson's warbler just arrived. 

^ey were everywhere in the trees and bushes. 

^ ey were in full song. They sang about once a 
? n the avera £ e - The song was chit chit 
^j^^^chlt chit 3wee swee swe e or che chee che. " 
e last three syllables were sometimes trilled. 
Heard a brown thrasher singing. Saw half a 
zen male goldfinches pursuing a female. They 
ent wherever she did singing and occasionally 
^ving a tilt in the air. 

Then I went home. 

After breakfast 1 went over in T. Hackett’s 
Heard several wood peewes. It ms warm 
sunny. V7ood thrushes were very common, 
ne gave a note like ticky tucky tuck . It was a 
a ® er sound.. Their song was clear away . Heard 
lack-thoated green warbler TingingT Scared 
Pa barred owl and followed it around. It was 
^ite tame. 

There were quite a number of yellow-bellied 
°°dpeckers here. Then I went home, 
bi P is af ternoon I went over to the hemlock 
^uff s . The warbling vireos are back to the 

^ sta ^ ,s pasture. There was nothing in 
bluebird’s nest at the ravines. 

heard If 11 * 8 1 Saw a b l a <*-billed cuckoo and 
it call. Mound a song sparrow’s nest in 




























It 


colT’ 3 ? in the side of a hummock, 

cent aired 4 eggs. 

Ihe old partridge was on the nest. She sat 

th her tail up against the tree. Heard the 

a , drum 011(1 werrfc hown where he was. The ferns 

not o eS ! ere 80 mck Gnd hi & h that y°u could" 
®®* The EOUnd seemed a great deal farther 
aj,/, J an 14 v/as * I stepped carefully along 

c hid us rnuch as j could< Suddenly as j 

lcv>- PPe 5 fr ° m behind some ferns he rose from a 
went 0 ^ W6nt whirrin S up through the trees. it 
inal n ? P ° n the rocks and drummed again. The fe- 

Conrni 6f ! ??® neSt and 1 looked in It only 

Gained 12 eggs. Then I went home. 


rm . M ay 20, 19 01 - Monday. 

cani^V 7 ® 111116 1 saw a sin & rle night hawk, it 
W H loudly and soon disappeared. Saw a mourn- 
^ a °ve nearly get hit with a baseball. 


. May 21, 1901 - Tuesda y, 

anot^ evening 1 went U P b y Northrop *s. Saw 
erounri' r nighthawk * It swept along just above the 
d. Vesper sparrows sang in all directions. 


_Ma y 22, 1901 - Wednesday. 

<W/i S f7 enin6- 1 heard a note Hke tur or turor 
youiv, ^ 1 the .ditch. Went down there and found a 
iiu, luebird there. Some robins had been feed- 
s latv apparen tl;y. The head and neck were dark 
Vf iiitL erey ’ baCk same » center of feathers buffy 
Whij. rump unmarked, white ring around eye, 

Wi «ps m ® fr ° m eye to nostril » large feathers of 
the 0 ^ iue * ihe scapulars edged with rufous and 
n th r 613 With white » tail blue feathers edged 
Whit B i’ 4 ®* dark streak across breast, underparts 
Wa s freaked with rufous and slate grey. It 

&nd wi l d bu -t begged for food. I gave it a worm 
called for more. The robins were much 
vT‘ They flew ar °und calling. It was cold and 
a bd ho blrd hld in 'ty ooet- It had been raining 
was wet. It did not like to be in my hand 
























hopped off and dropped without a flutter. 

I made it a nest of grass out of the wind and 

left it. 

May 25, 1501 - Saturday. 

This morning I had to go to Ablemans on the 
'train. Took my dinner along and ate it on 
some rocks. A bluejay got a big piece of bread 
and carried it around for some time. lie hid 
in a log. hood thrushes were thick. Saw 
r °hins out of the nest. 

May 26, 1901 - Sunday . 

bent over in T. Hackett's woods to watch birds, 
’■•ant up the track. Saw a number of vesper 
sparrows. Kobins and chipping sparrows were thick. 

II the edge of the woods was a wood thrush. It 
^nd several songs. I wrote one down. The song 
^ e gan and ended with a steely krrrk. The song 
Was kr-r-r queeror-stele krrrk~ The mosquitoes 

* Were very thick. Catbirds and kingfisher's were 
abundant. T'here were numbers of phoebes around 
the bridges. 

Then I went home. 

This afternoon I went out to the south road 
0 the shrike's nest. The young were hatched and 
eathers were beginning to show on them. They were 
packed in like sardines. The female would sit 
^ithin reach of my hand and give a steely tuck, 
he young had notes that reminded me of young 
c hickens. 

bent over to Doneghay's. Field sparrows were 
e ?y thick in a berry patch on the hill. They 
cted like chippies. They were mating and had the 
ame notes. Vireos were plentiful. Found a 
fU's nest that something had robbed. Went over 
b B k e hemlocks. The ruffed grouse nest had 
en roboed and the old one caught feathers and 

He r W6re strun £ ail OV0r - Heard the male drum. 
ie flew away when he saw me. 

Then I went home. 
















May 29, 1901 - y/ed ne sday. 

This afternoon Art Eudy and I went over to the 
hemlocks. Found an ovenbirds nest with 3 eggs in 
:*• It was built under a little plant. It was 
1 ke this arched over and the eggs 

Underneath. The eggs were white spotted with 
rufous more thickly around the large end. The 
°Id one slipped off and hid in the bushes. There 
^re a few purple spots on the eggs. On our way 
ome we found a spotted sandpiper’s nest with 3 
e Sgs in it. It was built by a large flat stone and 
^as partly covered by it. The nest was flat plate 
ike mat of grass and was very scant. The female 
lew off the nest and across the river. She was 
Ver y anxious and was joined by her mate. 

In Lyon's peninsula v/e found a bluebird's nest 
ln a woodpecker hole. The female did not fly 
°lf when we looked in. 

Found a young blue jay with its brains eaten out 
y a white-rumped shrike. Then we went home. 


May 30, 1901 - Thursday, 


This morning I went down - in Fiske’s nasture. 


old meadowlark seemed very anxious and I hunted 
round until I found his young. The male makes 
1 the fuss and the female keeps quiet in the 
^adowlark family. 

One flew into a wire fence and hung for an 
Qstant. One lit in some tall grass and could not 
se and I caught it. Crown, stripe through eye, 
ail and upper parts fuscous, the feathers edged 
rth huffy, cinnamon spots on wings and back, line 
slow eye and above eye and through crown buffy, 
j^erparts yellowish, outer tail feathers white; 
J-des streaked with fuscous; a few black spots on 

but treast * did not try to get away by flying 

*• wanted to creep away and hide. It gave no 
10 te. Then I went home. 

















Spring Migration 1901 - North Freedom. Wisconsin 


1 . 


Name of Bird 


When 

was 

it 


1 Barred Owl 

2 Bluebird 

3 American 

Sparrow Hawk 

4 Bronzed GrackLe 

5 Red-winged 

Blackbird 

6 American Robin 

7 Rusty Blackbird 

8 Meadowlark 

9 Marsh Hawk 
10 Song Soarrow 

11 Killdeer 
12 Red-headed Wood¬ 
pecker 


About 

When 

When 

When 

hov/ 

was 

did 

was 

many 

it 

it 

it 

were 

next 

be¬ 

last 

seen? 

seen? 

come 

common? 

seen? 


March 2 
17 


1 

4 


17 1 

18 1 

18 1 
18 12 
18 250 
18 3 

18 1 
22 1 
23 2 


23 

23 

23 

22 

23 

23 

23 

23 

24 


Is Does 

it it 

common breed 

or near 

rare? your 

station? 


March 31 

18 Mch.18 


25 - 


24 
26 
18 

25 

24 

30 


Tol.Comm. 

Common 

Tol.Comm. 

Common 

Abundant 

It 


Apr.26 " 

— »t 


23 


3 April 27 Apr.28 - 


Tol.Comm. 

Abundant 

Common 

Abundant 


Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


Came earlier than 
usual. 


All of them went 
south. 




















When 


Name of Bird 

was 

it 

first 

seen? 

13 

Flicker 

Mch.23 

14 

Phoebe 

23 

15 

Winter Wren 

24 

16 

Junco 

24 

17 

Fox Sparrow 

24 

18 

Tree Sparrow 

25 

19 

White-rumped 



shrike 

25 

20 

Purple Finch 

28 

21 

Kingfisher 

Anr. 1 

22 

Brown Creeper 

1 

23 

Mourning Dove 

6 

24 

Cooper’s Hawk 

6 

25 

Field Sparrov/ 

6 

26 

Vesper Sparrow 

7 

27 

Yellow-bellied 



woodpecker 

7 




- 

About 

When 

When 

how 

was 

did 

many 

it 

it 

were 

next 

be- 

seen? 

seen? 

come 

common? 

2 

Apr. 2 

Apr. 9 


2 

Mch.24 

Mch.29 

1 

- 

— 

100 

28 

24 

1 

29 

31 

75 

26 

25 

1 

26 

.. 

1 

Apr.18 

- 

1 

8 

Apr.13 

10 

4 

1 

1 

7 

9 

1 

20 

- 

1 

7 

10 

1 

9 

9 

5 

10 

7 


When 

Is 

Does 

was 

it 

it 

it 

common 

breed 

last 

or 

near 

seen? 

rare? 

your 

sta.? 

- 

Common 

Yes 


— 

Common 

Yes 

- 

Common 

Ho 

Apr.27 

Abundant 

Ho 

20 

Common 

Ho 

14 

Abundant 

Ho 

- 

Tol.Com. 

Yes 

- 

Tol.Com. 

Yes 

- 

Common 

Yes 

Apr.13 

Common 

Yes 

- 

Common 

Yes 

- 

Tol.Com. 

Yes 

- 

Common 

Yes 

— 

Common 

Yes 

- 

Common 

Yes 


S]pJF± xi&r 

( 1901 ) - 2 . 


Remarks, 

One that I 
know of winter¬ 
ed.. 


A few wintered. 
A few wintered. 


A few wintered 

















r 



When 

About 


was 

how 


it 

many 


first 

were 

Name of Bird 

seen? 

seen? 

28 V/ood Buck 

Apr. 8 

2 

29 Sandhill 



crane 

8 

7 

30 Wilson’s 



snipe 

9 

1 

31 Cowbird 

10 

1 

32 Chipping 



sparrow 

10 

1 

33 Golden-crown- 



ed kinglet 

12 

1 

34 Red-tailed 



hawk 

12 

1 

35 Ruby-crown- 



ed kinglet 

13 

50 

36 Myrtle Warbler 13 

2 

37 White-eyed 



Vireo 

13 

1 

38 Great Blue 



Heron 

14 

1 


When 

was 

it 

next 

seen? 

When 

did 

it 

be¬ 

come 

common? 

When 

was 

it 

last 

seen? 

is 

it 

common 

or 

rare? 


“ 

*• 

Rare 

- 

- 

- 

Rare 

25 

Apr.25 

— 

Common 

13 

14 

— 

Common 

13 

15 

- 

Abundant 

20 

20 

Apr.20 

Common 

21 

21 

- 

Common 

20 

13 

May 14 Abundant 

27 

27 

— 

Abundant 

- 

- 

- 

Common 

20 

- 

- 

Tol.Com. 


Does 

it 

breed 

near 

your 

sta.? 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 


Spring (1901) 3 . 


Remarks 


One wintered 



















--- r 

When 

When About When did 

ivas how was it 


ma ny it he- 


Name of Bird 

first 

seen? 

were 

seen? 

next 

seen? 

come 

common? 

39 Barn Swallow 

40 Loon 

Apr.21 
21 

1 

1 

Apr.25 

Apr.25 

41 Y/hite-crowned 





sparrow 

42 White-throated 

25 

1 

27 

29 

sparrow 

45 Bank Swallow 

44 House Wren 

26 

25 

26 

1 

3 

2 

28 

27 

27 

May 9 

28 

27 

45 Green Heron 

46 Spotted Sand¬ 

26 

1 

May 9 

piper 

47 Brown Thrasher 

48 Catbird 

49 Towhee 

50 Cliff Swallow 

51 Hose-breasted 

27 

27 

27 

27 

27 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Apr. 29 
28 

May 4 
Apr.29 
28 

Apr.29 
28 

May 4 
■ 4 

Apr.30 

grosbeak 28 

52 Baltimore Oriole 28 

1 

1 

29 

29 

30 

May 1 
Apr.30 

30 

53 Chimney Swift 

29 

Jm 

2 


men i, 119011 

was it breed 

common near 
last or your 

- s - £ en? — ^ are? station? Remarks 

Common Yes 

Tol.Com. Yes One shot on a 

pond 


Abundant No 

Abundant No 
Abundant Yes 
Rare Yes 
Common Yes 

Common Yes 
Common Yes 
Abundant Yes 
Abundant Yes 
Abundant Yes 

Abundant Yes 
Common Yes 
Abundant Yes 















Jams of Bird 


54 Bobolink 

55 YThippoorwill 

56 Purple Martin 

57 Kingbird 


When 

was 

it 

first 

seen? 


About 

how 

many 

were 

seen? 


Apr.£9 

29 

30 
30 

58 7/arbling Yireo May l 

59 Yellow-billed 

cuckoo 1 

60 Sora 2 

61 Orchard Oriole 4 


When 

was 

it 

next 

seen? 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


When 

did 

it 

be¬ 

come 

common? 


Apr.30 

30 

May 1 
2 
3 

19 

5 

5 


May 


4 

3 

10 

4 
4 


62 Least flycatcher 4 l 

63 Bed-eyed Yireo 4 4 

64 Bedstart 4 ^ 

65 Maryland yellow- 

throat 4 ]_ 

66 Scarlet Tanager 4 l 

67 Yellow-throated 

Yireo 5 3 


5 May 5 
5 4 

5 5 

5 5 

5 5 

11 5 
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— 
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— 

Common 

Yes 

- 
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I When 

f was 

It 

first 

gams of Bird seen? 

68 Wood Thrush May 5 

69 Indigo 

Bunting 5 

70 Ovenbird 5 

71 Black-throated 

green warbler 5 

72 Parula Warbler 5 

73 Olive—backed 

thrush 5 

74 Chestnut-sided 

warbler 10 

75 Yellow Warbler 11 

76 Lark Sparrow 11 

77 Hooded Warbler 11 

78 Buby-throated 

hummingbird 12 


When 


About 

When 

did 

how 

was 

it 

many 

it 

be- 

were 

next 

come 

seen? 

seen? 

common? 

3 

1 

May 10 

9 

May 5 

9 

8 

11 

5 

2 

19 

mm 

3 

11 

- 
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- 

- 

1 



1 

May 14 

May 19 

2 

- 

- 

1 




3 May 13 May 13 


V/hen 
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it 

last 

seen? 


Spring- 


Is 

it 

Common 

or 

Bare? 

Does 

it 

breed 

near 

your 

sta.? 

(1901) -6. 

Bemarks 

Common 

Yes 


Abundant 

Yes 


Common 

Yes 


Tol.com. 

Yes 


Tol.com. 

No 


Common 

No 


Common 

No 


Abundant 

Yes 


I don’t know. The 

first I have 
seen here 

Bare 

I don’t 

know. 

Common 

Yes 
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When 

When About When did 
was how wa3 it 

it many it be- 


Name of Bird 
79 Magnolia 


first 

seen? 


were 

seen? 


next 

seen? 


come 

common? 


warbler May 14 

80 Wilson’s 

thrush 14 

81 Black & 

White Warbler 15 

82 Wood Pewee 16 

83 Wilson’s 

warbler 19 

84 Black-billed 

cuckoo 19 

85 Nighthawk 20 


1 Hay 16 
1 
1 

1 - May 19 

15 

1 May 21 
1 21 May-21 


Does 

When is It 

was it breed 

it common near 

last or your 

seen? rare? sta.? 


Spring 

(1901) -7 



Tol.Com. 

No 


Common 

No 

- 

Common 

Yes 

— 

Common 

Yes 

- 

Abundant 

No 

- 

Common 

Yes 

— 

Abundant 

Yes 








JUNE 


. June Z, 1901 - Sunday . 

£his afternoon I went over tcPthe hemlcoks. 
°und a chipping sparrows nest in a gooseberry 
Ush by KapeIke’s. It contained eggs. The old 
n e sat on the until ny hand nearly touched it. 
,e nt on across the creek. A bluejay sat in the 
^°P of a large tree for a long time and never 
°ved. A male rose-breasted grosbeak fought 
no her. It gave a note like squee squee . (Took 
wn a number of wood thrush notes, a harsh roll- 
tuck or pluck. 

Indigo buntings and phoebe's were very thick. 

June 9, 1901 - Sa turday . 

C J 1 ?? 8 m0rnin£r Cla rence "Cook and I drove down to 
urtiss’s to make a picture of some young owls. 
i n V/ f & grea1: number of vesper sparrows. They were 
u bl son g« A number of crows were flying 
thfi U + 1U * ^ aw a red-headed woodpeckers on 

9 telegraph poles. They had nests in them. 
d * eard a few grasshopper sparrows. Saw a single 
kcissel on a telephone wire. 

W ‘^ len ve got there the owls were dead. They 
bj e long'-eared owls. The nest was in a small 
ch » and looked like a crow's nest. It was 
a thick swampy piece of ground. 

lo v C i atbi f ds » brown thrashers and other thicket 
birds were there in great abundance. I 
oj> 1 ° lorov/n thrashers nests within a few rods 

° ther * Pound a young blue jay just out of 
shai neSt ’ It: Was 3ittin g on the ground in the 
Phot &nd When 1 t00k int0 the bright sun so be 
We^°? raphed it; turned his bill straight up and 
‘t to sleep. 

°he U u 8 r’ treaSted gr° s beaks were very thick. Saw 
killcleer. It acted as if it had a nest. 

•‘•ben we went home. 



















June 10, 1901 - Monday. 

This forenoon it rained hard. Found a 
f ull grown young bluejay that had its wings 
wet and could not fly, I caight it easily. 

By the big box-elder in the wood yards I caught 
some young rose-breasted grosbeaks. They were 
n °t afraid but the female was much agitated. 

Saw a kingbird do a queer thing. It was 
flying along and gave a number of notes like 
^ £rrrt o se sis. At the beginning of the last 
3 it v/ould tirrn down quickly and then fly on, 
like It looked like a jerky sky dance. 


ST. PAUL, MINN. 

This afternoon I went up to St. Paul. In 
Iroy and other towns I saw few purple martins. 

It was wet and marshy in most places and I saw 
man y red-winged blackbirds. A single bronzed 
Srackle was seen. Field and song sparrows were 
Very thick. Pigeon, sparrow, sharp-shinned and 
ooper’s hawks were common. One sharp-shinned 
^'vk kept up with the train for some distance. 

Kingbirds sat on the fences and never stirred. 

At Valley Junction a song sparrow sang all the 
Ifte that the train stopped. 

Mourning doves were common. In small places 
Wiere the brush grew around the station I heard 
dryland yellowthroats. Saw a few crows. 


Jun e 12, 1901 - Tuesday. 

This morning I went out before breakfast. Was 
n •Summit about 2-1 /z miles from end. There was 
? °f oak woods around and birds were thick. 
a ltimore orioles were very common. The song was 
^ntirely different from our home birds. It was 
r oken and was longer. It did not sound as well 
8 the home song. Scarlet tanagers were 
ommon. The song was different. It was run to¬ 
other. 


®hd H h? rd . a crested flycatcher call. Wood pewees 
uejays were common. The English sparrow 















i) 


Was rare! chimney swifts were common. Robins 
were nesting in abundance. One had a nest in a 
kittle maple in the yard. 

After breakfast Edmund Dibble came and we 
went over towards liar shall Avenue. I showed 
kim a. male yellow-throated vireo which was a new 
species to him. 

In a small marsh was a single pair of red- 
v, inged blackbirds. They had a nest. Saw a few 
Mourning dove and red-headed woodpeckers, fiose- 
r easted grosbeaks were tolerably common. 

On a little hill a couple of rods from a house 
® showed me a quail’s nest with 15 eggs in it. 
The old let us approach.to within 10 feet before 
she left -fciie nest. Then Edmund went away and I 
^filked down to the Mississippi. Saw a pair of 
ingbirds carrying material to a nest in a little 
im * Saw 2 western meadowlarks. The song was 

530 entirely different that I did not know what it 

Was. 

Saw some wood thrushes,by the river I saw a 
^ re sted flycatcher on a dead limb. The woods was 
’ heavily timbered bottom like those at home. 
e hstarts and least flycatchers were common. 

^ The river v/as about l/3 or l/2 mile broad. It 
a very swift current. There was a small 
t s land in it here. There was shallow v/ater on 


s side but I could not go over because of the 


thi _ 

^hrrent. Bank swallows were common. They were 
s around over the river. Saw some spotted 

a hdpip ers . Song sparrows were thick. 

Then I went home. 

June 14, 1^01 - Friday. 

Edmund and I rode over to Eort Snelling on our 
^®els this morning. Saw a great number of house 
j f ns In full song. Mourning doves were abundant 
bo * ort Snel Hng a great many bank swallows, 
iph , P e wees and redstarts were fairly represented. 

• 0& nk swallows were nesting in the soft sand- 
the* 16 cliffs the hundreds. One could watch 
J 1 so far below that they could hardly be heard 

Ve/ 3 ' T‘ In ““ ° U * ° f Wh8t loolted UJ» Pin- 
.hen we went home. 


















June 16, 1901 - Sunday . 

This afternoon we went out for a walk. Saw 
a number of Catbirds and found several bluejays 
and a mourning dove’s nest. Scared up a brown 
thrasher and hunted for its nest but did not 
find it. Visited the auails nest; ’ The old one 
sat on it and let us look at her for some time. 
Then she flew over into the bushes a few feet 
av/ ay. Her color matched that of the leaves 
perfectly. 

It began to rain and we went home. 


June 19, 1S01 - Wednesday . 

This morning we went on an excursion down the 
Mississippi on the steamer Lora. Birds were 
abundant. Bank swallows circled about in count¬ 
less numbers. 

The steamer was surrounded by black terns at 
iimes. They were new birds to me. They hung 
and flew in the air as lightly as a feather or a 
hooper's hawk. At times they gave a harsh shreik 
little keeping with their apearence. The 
°Ay was black, back and wings grey, under-tail 
coverts white. They hovered over the stone 
breakwaters in considerable numbers. The farther 
own we went Islands became more numerous. One 
saw over a dozen green herons, and there were 
^ny others not in sight probably. They kept 
grossing in front of the steamer all the time. 

° aw a few great blue herons. Kingfishers were 
'Tdite numerous. 


June 22, 1901 - Saturday. 
p Today we want on an excursion up the river, 
-dmund and I kept a list of the birds we saw. 

lock terns were moderately abundant. On a 
^ece of ground under a drawbridge were a few 
ronzed grackles. Herons of both species were 
■ a undant. A pair of great blue's kept flying 
°ng and lighting in the trees in front of the 
teamer for a long distance. 

il; s 0 ?o^ S m ^ SOt f Kiver 1 saw a kingbird feed 
/ ung as the steamer passed,the nest was on 


iSSrinT-r 




















^ead limb hanging over the water. 

Blackbirds and bobolinks were quite common. 

V.e saw them in damp msadow mostly. For the first 
time i saw a roughwinged swallow. It came 
skimming along just above the water all alone. I 
knew by the uniform color of the underparts. V/e 
saw two. It seemed a trifle less erratic in 
light than the bank swallows. The latter dipped 
tnto the water continually to drink. We saw 39 
“irds. 

1. Black Tern 

2. Great Blue Heron 

3. Green Heron 

4. Spotted Sandpiper 

5. Mourning Dove 

6. Ked-shouldered Hawk 

7. Belted kingfisher 

8. Yellow-bellied Woodpecker 

9. Flicker 

10. Chimney Swift 

11. Kingbird 

12. Wood Pewee 

13. Least Flycatcher 

14. Bluejay 

15. Cowbird 

16. Red-winged Blackbird 

17. Meadowlark 

18. Baltimore Oriole 

19. Bronzed Grackle 

20. House Sparrow 

21. American Goldfinch 

22. Song Sparrow 

23. Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

24. Indigo Bunting 

25. Scarlet Tanager 

26. Purple Martin 

27. Cliff Swallow 

28. Bank Swallow 

29. Koigh-v/inged Swallow 
SO. Cedar Waxwing^ 

31. Red-eyed Vireo 


















32. Warbling vireo 

33. Yellow Warbler 

34. Maryland Yellowthroat 

35. Redstart 

36. Catbird 

37. House Wren 

38. Wood Thrush 

39. Robin 


June 24 , 1901 - Monday . 

This morning 'h'dmund and I took out a car to 
ne Indian Mounds. We had our dinner. Went on 
0wn to the river. Saw some young white-breasted 
^hatches just out of the nest. They sat quietly 
. Siting their turn to be fed. 

By the round house we saw a number of house 
s Parrov/s nests in a ledge of rocks in holes. Went 
° n to the river. House Wrens were common. Saw a 
Nsst on a woodpecker hole. It contained young . 
n Well trodden path ran along the river. I was 
Jjlad to get into heavy wooded bottoms again. On 
Umrnit the woods are oak. Here a queer wild reedy 
Utelike song coming apparently from nowhere a 
^petition gave the direction but it always seem- 
to be the same distance away. Finally I saw 
he bird. The upperparts were olive brown, white 
ne over eye, underparts white, streaked with 
tack. It was the Wilson’s thrush. 

A little farther on we came to a number of 
®toughs and had to take off our shoes. Here we 
a few black terns. Hear a little pond I heard 
s h&rp note which I knew came from a spotted 
Sandpip er . Edmund had never seen one so we hunted 
it. it was sitting on a limb which was some- 
tng new to me that stuck out of the ground. I 
°%ht from its movements that it had young as it 
a u along in front fluttering its wings. Its mate 
Joined it. 

1 went up to where it had been sitting and a 
0u hg one ran out of the grass. I had expected to 













f ind it along the water. I caught and it gave 
£ note like tseep , something like a young dove. 

upper parts were fawn changing to grey on 
“he head, black stripe on crown, back and 
“hrough eye, underparts white, tail represented 
a few long hairs, bill slate banded with a 
lack band and tipped with white tarsus yellow 
and slate, thigh streaked and spotted with black. 

It took to the water like a young duck. It 
^ent into the pond of its own accord, \lhen I 
nied to catch it it dove and stayed under for 
a lf a minute. It swam with its wings and feet, 
hst its tail and head showed above water. While 
lying it swam with its wings and left its feet 
sticking straight out behind. Sometimes it went 
own and left its feet sticking out of the water. 
■ <e took it out of the water and it ran and hid 
^ the grass;a ways farther on we came to slough 
hat we could not cross. Terns were very thick 
er e. They had their nests across the slough. 
Then we turned back. Found a wrens nest in 
a tree but could not reach it. 

June 26, 1501 - Wednesday. 

Last night at 11:10 we started for home. It 
r ew light at 2 o’clock this morning, I kept 
la ck of all the birds that I saw. V.hen the 
r ain stopped at stations I could hear chewinks 
n< * many other birds singing, 
llourning doves were in sight most of the time. 
e y sat on fences and trees and flew along with 
c 16 ^ r ain. Ked-winged blackbirds were very 
* on. The land was quite wet and marshy, 
j ° Ws were flying in all directions. Sav/ a quail 
n the ditch by the track and heard one whistle. 

1. Song Sparrow 

2. Pigeon Hawk 

3. Hobin 

4. Goldfinch 

5. Cooper's Hawk. 

6. Eobolink 

7. Garbling Vireo 

S« Hed-headed l/oodpe cker 
9. Bluejay 













10. Cliff Swallow 

11. Bank Swallow 

12. Spotted Sandpiper 

13. Bronzed Crackle 

14. Phoebe 

15. Chipping Sparrow 

16. Indigo Bunting 

17. Chewink 

18. Field Sparrow 

19. Maryland Yellowthroat 

20. Scarlet Tanager 

21. Ovenbird 

22. Bed-eyed Vireo 

23. Crow 

24. Purple Martin 

25. kingbird 

26. Mourning Hove 

27. House Sparrow 

28. Mea dowl ark 

29. Bed-winged Blackbird 

30. Flicker 

31. Chimney Swift. 

He S f his afternoon Art il udy showed a bobolink's 
ln Jean BonneIs hayfield. It was built in a 
si^ i 1101-6 and vvas made of grass. It was a 
^hlt - e , contained two eggs. They were 

pred • thickly with grey and bad large 

ty er 0m; i- n ant spots of very dark chocolate. They 
6 about as large as a song sparrows egg. 
Vn,/ J ° Uncl a num Ber of catbirds nests with both 
and eggs in them. 

Thi June 30, 1901 - Sunday . 

Was . af ternoon I went over to the hemlocks. It 
kep^^V 1 ^® warra * Bird life was abundant but was 
bi r( j ln check by the heat. An occasional oven- 

< 5bi c iri UlSt into sudcierl outburst of song and as 
j F relapsed into silence. 

0tl th Went ° Ver laid under the cool hemlocks 
W&s g 6&st bluff above the river. My attention 
bit d t° n attracted to by the cries of a young 

0 a black-throated green warbler feeding its 














young in the top of a hemlock a number of feet 
aoove me. I climbed up there but the young 
two in number were just able to fly enough so 
th&t I could not capture them and pursuit was 
1' rendered difficult by the smallness of the 
limbs on which I rested, so 1 was -f«v>n to be 
Content with watching the old one feed them. 

"his it did fearlessly though I was only a few 
* e et off. I took the following description of 
Upperparts olive green, upper breast black, 
lower breast yellow, throat yellow, white bar 
an d patch on wing, the tail was notched, the 
dotes given by the young were tsu zu zu ee tsu u u 
Repeated over and over many times each. They were 
e< i frequently though on what I could not learn. 

Then 1 went home. 


% 




JULY 


July 7, 1901 - Sunday. 

, This afternoon I went over to the hemlock 
hif s . j Was going along up above when a female 
^ v enbird came off her nest at rry feet. She flew 
about three feet and then hopped swiftly along 
e ground with her wings stretched above her 
l^k trembling visibly. She gave a note continual^ 
he tsip in a very thin, high tone. She kept 
calling axiouaLy but was invisble. The 
s t was made of grass leaves and roots arid was 
^ched over. It was under a bunch of grass with 
ip 6 en ^* rance toward the north. It was situated 
a grove of elm, ash and oak saplings and trees. 
corrtR l ne< l four young just feathering out. 
th 6 ^ ver y long legs and will probably leave- 
6 nest before they are able to fly. 


the 


July 14, 1901 - Sunday . 

■‘■hig morning after breakfast I went down in 


fie Id 


s. It was rather sharp but the sun came 


&hc| V/arm an< * Cliff swallows were very thick 

seemed much excited. They flew around low down 



















ana occasionally a few would up untill about 300 
Or 400 feet up and then circle around call 
e *citedly. At times 200 or more would light on 
^he side of the schoolhouse in the sun and fairly 
Slackened it. They were in continual motion 
coming and going constantly, as if with a com on 
^topulse they would leave the building calling 
loudly, circle a few times and then go back. 

Their notes made a great volume of sound. They 
seemed to consider me as an enemy and circled 
r °Und and round ny head calling angrily. The 
w hole air seemed full of them. Their notes were 
P gw pew chu chu and cha . 

V/arren Fiske came down to his pasture. I 
8 hov/ed hir-i some bobolinks and he called them 
s kunk blackbird rather an unpleasant name. 

July 21, 1901 - Sun day. 

This morning after breakfast I went dov/n on 
eeley's Peninsula. It was warm and sunny. Some 
c &tbirds seemed much agitated and I soon found 
a young evidently just out of the nest. It could 
ly a little but progressed mostly by hops from 
one twig to another. It had very long legs and 
o tail to speak of. It flitted its wings when it 
lew exactly like an old one. I tried to catch 

hut could not. It fell into the water but 
s °on scrambled out nowise the worse. The upper 
Parts were very dark slaty grey, head and tail 
a rker and wings a little lighter than back. The 
hnderparts were more ashy. 


July 26, 1901 - Sunday. 

'j-his morning I went down in the fields after 
re akfast. It was a trifle too hot for comfort 
no ** man y birds were out. Saw a meadowlark 
basing a kingbird and for once the latter 
a Ppeared to be afraid. 

Heard a catbird give a fall note like tsil. 
e y keep rather close nowndays. 

tho iIeard the trembling, quavering fall song of 
e song sparrow. 

b ^ S 0 f^ PPl8S and <sulTCrs with a f 0v . 

clear music and taken all together 















sounds rather nice especially at this season. 
It has a somewhat wren like quality. 


AUGUS T. 

August 4, 1901 ~ Sunday . 

This morning before breakfast I went down in 
Maine's woods. In one of the big elms by the 
river I saw a Nas^ille Warbler a new bird to me. 
The underparts were bright yellow, head ashy, 
hack olive green, wings blackish. It was quite 
restless and fed on dexterously caught insects. 

It kept rather in the lower branches and was hard 
ho find against the light. 

After breakfast I went down belo# again. Saw 
a redstart flutter and climb up the steep side of 
an old elm that slanted like this / . It 

Picked out the insects from the bark and gave a 
twittering song. 

Saw a chipping sparnow feeding her young just 
° u t of the nest. 

In Seeley's marsh were about 50 bobolinks. 

They had shed their tails and were not very wild, 
flight seemed to be a matter of great difficulty 
a bd was accomplished with a noisy flapping of the 
^ngs. Perhaps this accounted for their tameness. 

Saw a few red-wings and song sparrows and a 
single dickcissel. Heard a rose-breasted grosbeak 
give a low squeeky hesitating song. 

Crossed the river in a boat and watched four 
hobwhites, two males and two females. They were 
feeding like chickens in a grassy meadow. I 
s neaked up and watched them from behind a bank. 

The male acted like a rooster. They did not know 
what I was and when I stood up staid still for 
a minute in complete astonishment. 

Saw a kingbird eating black cherries across 
the river and a red-head feed her young on them. 












August 9, 1901 - Friday. 

This morning I heard a water thrush. It gave 
a note like a redstart. It was walking around 
among the stones and on the mud near Leiders bridge. 
As long as kept still it would work up close to 
me but as soon as I moved it flew around the bend 
calling excitedly. 

August 18, 1901 - Sunday . 

This morning about six I went down in the fields. 
Along the ditch were a few Indigo buntings. Song 
sparravs, catbirds and a single Maryland yellow- 
throat. In Maine's woods song sparrows were thick. 
°ne or two sang giving both spring and fall song. 

The common note was tsut or tseep mingled with a 
few chimps. Wood pewees were common and I saw a 
few cedar waxwings. In one place the ground was 
fairly carpeted with thistle down pulled out by 
the goldfinches. 

’Vent over towards Seeley's marsh. Black 
cherries were ripe and I climbed into a large tree, 
waxwings flew out of the top as I scrambled up 
at id catbirds mewed at me from the bushes. A young 
red-head circled around the tree several times 
trying to make up his mind to light but finally 
flew to the fence and lit on a post. From there 
ae made short trips to the ground and hopped 
around picking up grasshoppers. 

T°r the first time I now saw a mourning dove 
sitting on a wire near him. It sat perfectly still 
f°r a l&ng time. 

Bedheads were very thick across the river. They 
drummed, called and chased each other around as 
’'Bough it was spring. 

°aw a number of bobolinks and red wings in the 
^•rsh. One bobolink gave such a queer note that 
1 did not recognise it at first. 

















Jim and I vent over to the hemlocks, v.'e sat 
down in the cave and I heard a curious whistling 
cluck coming from a clump of elders about 40 
feet off. It was a male ruffed grouse and soon 
after I saw him. He flew. 


SEPTEMBER. 


Sept ember 29, 1901 - Sunday. 

This morning after breakfast I went down by 
Leiders bridge. There was a large flock of cedar 
waxwings and robins here. They were eating grapes 
4 few of the robins hunted on the ground. They 
Were quite wild. 

It was dark and threatened rain. 

Saw some red-eyed vireo’s. They v/ere wild and 
gave a note like tsip tseet . 7/ent across the 
bridge and followed the river to the swimming hole 
i’he cedar waxwings were eating grapes. They gave 
beady notes like tseep . Scared up an olive backed 
thrush from some weeds. Soon saw another. They 
flew up and sat still looking at me. One gave a 
n °te that sounded like hitting a tumbler with 
Pour hand when it is full of water. If I tried 
to get closer they immediately flew. There were 
a number of white-throated sparrows in the weeds 
& nd a fair sprinkling of song sparrow. Saw 3 or 
^ field sparrows which is something unusual for 
this ground. 

IVent over in T. Hacketts woods. I heard two or 
three faint tseep , but paid no attention to them. 

A chipmunk gave a warning call and 6 or 8 
JUncoes, two field sparrows and some chipping 
sparrows flew up from a field and lit above with 
frightened notes. They evidently thought that 
some danger threatened. 

An olive-backed thrush flew up with a note 
like pree , and then gave a faint chook. The east 
side of the woods was deserted except for a few 


















gr&y squirrels and a single white-breasted 
nuthatch who ran up and down a tree calling loudly 
and seemingly much disturbed about something. As 
• got over on the western side a few more species 
ecame noticeable. Saw several brown creepers and 
7 fernale redstart. An ovenbird walked along- a 
nead tree in front of me and a winter wren 
scolded loudly. 


heard a faint hissing- note and looking up saw 
W iirst black-throated blue warbler. Underparts 
ite, throat and sides black, upperparts slatev 
J-ue, crown and primaries black, white spot on * 
ng. It was very restless and ranged from the 
uergrov/th to the tops of the trees. It acted 
7; ch like a redstart. Then I started for home, 
cared the juncoes out of the same place. A small 
ock of song sparrows along the river fought amomr 
hemseives and then sang. Then I went home, 
inis afternoon I went over across the river 
was cloudy and windy and birds were scarce.’ 
w none at all in the ravines, in Volls woods 
kire, a few "Untile warblers and chicadees and 
rglets of the ruby-crowned species. The 

Cd £ seeds Were tUSy eetting larvae from the iron- 


OCl'OBER 

n , October 24, 19Q1 - Thursday. 

his afternoon in Baraboo I went "over by the 

^ en r ° a ^ track after school. I was sitting down 

shriii Cl6ar whistled n °tes of a northerr 

They were very difficult to describe. 

be ll like* V6ry Cl ‘° ar S0Und ^ S ° me W8re alni0st 

Cu flew j out of some hushes to a tree and then 

wh R I ? Up . t0 a perch J ust as it: ^ dropped down 
n leaving its former one. The flight ms 

Strai S h t and steady. It hopped up 

it £, c f h l he tlee un ^ lil the to P was reached when 
b£ive the notes again* 

S' 1 4«tW , fop P ?f r0 " ^ eW 0t itS very 

‘ he » and" , they to flush 










October 25, 1901 - Friday . 

This morning after breakfast I was standing 
°y Hall's barn in Baraboo when a flock of 
about 65 rusty blackbirds flew over. They just 
hissed the tops of the trees. The flight was 
steady and at times undulating. They sang and 
called in a grand medley. The song was bubbling 
flutelike but was neither clear nor well 
sustained. Its rollickingeffeet was rather 
jarred by the harsh notes mingled with it. The 
ain body flew in a loose formation and stragglers 
allowed a short distance behind. The shape of 
e flock continually changed and undulated as 
hough with waves. 

About ten o'clock Jim Seeley and I went down 
jZ ™e plum orchard. A calf had been butchered 
*e and about 25 crows had gathered to feed on 
e refuse. They had a sentinal posted in a 

tr ! e v/ilich was als0 occupied by a red-tailed 
when we were about fifteen rods off it 

Is-rra with a few low caws . Then Jim 

thp m ed ont ° a ience post to get a better view and 
ey all flew. A number of them lit over in 
yon's woods. 

a “ e sa ^ hown by the river and every little while 
IW? Ut would fl y 0ut * circle over us and go back. 
Anot-i^ S00n three Tib in a tree across the river. 
tn 0v . ier scout came over and circled back without 

Cah” 6 ltS wjnes * The leader farther over called 
•j^-^ah cah cah and two flew over to him. One of 
lem ^ e i*b called and the leader answered and the 
gaining two left. He was evidently calling them 


a v I? er \ we first saw the red-tail we thought was 
hntn^i r&e Cr ° V/ and did not discov er our mistake 
c row ^ flew . when thecrows did. A number of 
they 3 -) C ^ &S ® d it; and 11 mounted so high that 
W lt: * It; was the iargest I think 1 ever 

*h the trI!% R female itS large size - It sat 
tree faciqg us with its head drawn down on 
























its shoulders. It appeared rather lazy and 
probably had been feeding on that calf. 

Two male white-breastsd nuthatches were 
running up and down the tripod over the calf. 

They spread their tails and talked fight if they 
Sot to close to each other. They were getting 
s uet and hiding it in the trees for winter 
Probably. 

Across the river from Kapelke’s we picked 
hp an old orioles nest. It was so strongly 
woven that we could hardly tear it apart. The 

twigs that it was fastened to were still in it 
and were strongly held. It was composed of 
tough weather-beaten fibers from weeds a year 
°ld, horse hair, cow hair, and sheep’s wool. 

It was mostly made of fibers. I think the 
reason that it fell was because the twigs broke. 

It could hardly have been torn from its fastenings. 

October 27, 1901 - Sunday. 

This morning it was sharp and frosty. About 
seven o’clock along the river were great flocks 
°f tree sparrows. They were tame and allowed me 
to approach closely. A few juncoes that were 
with them v/ere more timorous and gave the kissing 
n ote incessantly. They sang a little and fed on 
the ground. when two approached too near each 
other a chase through the bushes was the result. 

The cold did not seem to affect them in the least. 
They seemed to feel that I was not part of the 
landscape and kept working farther and farther 
away until all were gone except two juncoes who 
hept up a vigourous chipping while I was in 
8 %ht. The tree sparrows kept up their notes 
a ll the time. A little later one of them sang in 
response to the call of a goldfinch. 

Saw a number of rusty blackbirds flying around. 
They called vigorously and were spread out over 
a considerable distance. One in the distance 
^fpt up a song in answer to the others. It was 
'_ 1 he chip le kur ku ler given in much the same 
one as the redwing’s song. In a flock that I 
W later were three or four redwings. 














Th ey gave notes like chick and chuck and flew to 
the south. 

A crow flew over with a long drawn ca-aw ca-aw. 
He was flying due west at a good rate of speed 
about six rods above the ground. His flight was 
straight and flapping. The wings moved steadily 
at the same rate of so many beats to the minute, 
■kll the time I v/as out I could hear many others 
calling. 


Quite a number of purple finches were wander- 
around. Their callnote sound like a bell 
when it is struck while your hand is on it. The 
aotes had rather an indefinite character and were 

Generally quite close while the notes sounded far 
away. 


If they passed near the sun an occasional 
glimpse of red might be seen. 

After breakfast I heard some pine siskins over 
hy Old Mrs. Pettey’s and went over there. There 
Were about 10 of them feeding on pigweed and 
Pigeon grass. As soon as they saw me they flew 
bp calling wildly, and after circling around lit 
n the big elm. The flight was bounding and 
erratic to a degree. They gave a hard rolling 
note like chicky chicky or ticky ticky and the 
hsual squeling chea or tsea. 

Down back of Seeley's’ I heard an ^unerican 
goldfinch singing. The song was quite long but 
aclced the loudness and joyousness that 
characterize it in the breeding season. The bird 
seemed to be alone. 

This afternoon I went down in Seeley’s marsh, 
ound- an old song sparrow's nest of this year that 
ad been built up on top of a still older one. 

& must have been a favorite site. 

The nest was five feet above the ground in a 
alder. It was firmly fixed and was made of 
c °arse marsh grass. 

j Gr °ws were in full force by the plum orchard. 
^Wo started to come from some distance off und 
^bose in the trees gave a harsh note like caw-caw 

^Ss-e-H; two bein £ given with aTliiht* 

m betv/een. The two coming who were 

























separated, by a distance of about 80 rods answered 
giving the same note in a harder higher tone, 
immediately four crows came up from the woods and 
divided two going to meet each one. They met and 

th leCi back and P erformed the whole distance to 
y de V/oods with set wings and going like bullets. 
iPey looked like huge bows as they descended to 
6 level of the woods in great swooping bounds 
seeming to fairly rebound from the air as they 
c Q cked at the end of each descent. 

1 approached them I gave a crow callnote 
n( i immediately they all flew up cav.ing loudly, 
everal mounted high in the air and circled around 
thout moving their wings. They kept their feet 
&wn close up to their bodies and turned their 
®£ds fearlessly in all directions. One even bent 
jt S , head - d °wn under its breast to look at me after 
had passed. I counted twenty-one in the air 

Whp°^ C f 1 _ and others sat in the trees. In one place 
■ L1 -ey had been sitting on a fence their 

s gave off a very disagreeable odor which 
ceable at six or eight feet away, 
bi h Sa ^ dovra ky the plum orchard and soon saw a 
the diking on a bit of lawn like grass across 
river and by the use of my opera glass dis- 
^ )i V ® re<i several others. They were red-winged black- 
piv^* The ^ v ®hked along in a hurried manner 
On in& at erass each one trying to be first. 
iU Q 6 was some distance behind the main flock and saw 
Hie S ave the alarm. They flew into an elm above 
I notes like kwut kwut and the usual chuck. 

f* 1 the first one gave the alarm again and" they 
^ away. There were ten of them. 

I'wo ^ ^ us ^ fa ^ °reek I climbed a tree and sat down. 

6& , ;vhite “breasted nuthatches fussed and talked to 
t n other across the river and then flew into my 
6 a-ch* llley hun ted around and called sociably to 
I that ° ther * 0ne had a Piece of suet probably from 
T W ° 0w ‘ It tried one crevice of the bark with it 
Jut • . did n0t suit and so it pulled it out and 

ln another * It was trying to hide it. It 
- 0 red it down and then nibbled it a little to 


f) 


ir °Pping 

not! 



























s ee if it was tight. Then it picked off a tiny 
hit of hark and hammered it down over it and then 
ieft satisfied. Question; Do they ever get things 
hidden like this again? 

After the sun went down the juncoes flew into 
Hackett’s marsh to roost in a straggling flock, 
i'here were about 25 of them. They flew from the 
fields where they had been feeding to a fallen 
tree and then to another and then to the marsh. 

^hey quarreled and fought in the air. They became 
< 3uiet as soon as they reached the marsh. 

Then two downy woodpeckers began to call and 
®hase each other before going to roost. The notes 
they gave were much like those of the flicker but 
Were not so clear. They were like tswy tswy re¬ 
peated rapidly. They gave quee quee also . This 
Performance was repeated twice and was probably 
c &Uaed by the breeding instinct. 


October 28, 1901 - Monday . 

This morning as I went by the Lyon’s bridge on 
10 I saw a pied-billed grebe. It was sitting 
° n the bank and when the train came along jumped 
1 hto the water and swam rapidly towards the middle 
°f the river. It did not look very big. It made 
a ^sep wave as it swam though its body showed no 
Muscular movement. The train passed before I could 
See whether it dove or not. On shore it sat nearly 
t-pright and walked with a waddle. 

October 30, 1901 - V/ednesday . 

This morning as I went to 3araboo on Ho. 8 I 
8a w a number of crows in Voecks.pasture. They were 
°h a fresh fall growth of grass. They were all 
afr aid of the train except one. He sat in the 
S^&ss and watched it go by. He was crouched down 
^ e ady to start in an instant and looked at it fear- 
hlly. The others flew to a freshly plowed strip 
j 1 the next field and lit again. There v/ere about 
u of them. Vilien they lit they let their feet hang 
j? SOme cases and sailed for about 20 feet before 
Shting. Only a few did this. 




















October 31, 1901 - Thursday. 

This morning at Halls in Sarahoo as I "sat by 
% window studying three house sparrows lit on 
the t op of the porch and four feet away. They 
V s eemed rather wet and drooped their tails. One 
^le had his feathers all puffed out. There was 
a railing around the top of the porch with 
spikes about six inches high projecting from it. 

sat in between two of them. A female lit on 
one of the spikes a little beyond him and 
turned around on it. 

This seemed to anger him and he flew at her 
a ud knocked her off and then chased her off through 
he trees. Art Ilall rapped on the window and the 
remaining one looked up but was not afraid. After 
a while it flew off. 

Tonight I was up by hr. Erwin's. Heard a 
screech owl wailing to himself some distance off 
o the west. It was so far away that I could not 
tstinguish much except a shuddering trembling 
bote, i heard it several times. This is my first 
D record of the screech owl for tiiis locality. 


I 


NOVEMBER 

r November 1, 1901 - Friday. 

, ■‘■■his afternoon 1 saw a curious instance of 

a tent breeding instinct in a this years male 
Relish sparrow. It was hopping around in the 
^°ad with several others and would pick up a straw 
an rt Tor a better one. Then it flew up to 

awning with one and went into a fold of it. It 
e med trying the place for it soon tried 

othe r . Then it came out and still for awhile 
th the straw in its mouth. It soon let it drop 
Q watched interestedly and then flew away, 
j This afternoon about sun down over in the park 
a ^ a tched a great horned owl wake up. It sat in 
h e elm about thirty feet up. It turned its 

around and gave a few harsh rasping notes. 
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Inis is the only note these park owls seem to have 
and is one of defiance I think. It was accompanied 
generally with a loud snap of the hill. After 
giving this note it stretched one wing out and 
closing its foot put it under it and held it 
there for about half a minute, Then it did the 
same with the other side and then sat still 
awhile. Next it fluffed out its feathers and 
seemed to he fully awake. It notes v.ere given 
w ith more emphasis now. 


November 2, 1901 - Saturday . 

This afternoon I was down by the depot. Twelve 
Canada geese flew over. They were low down and 
Were going at a moderately fast pace. They were 
looking for a place to light but passed to the 
south of the millpond. They were going a little 
southeast and were in the wedge formation. They 
Were silent. It was warm and pleasant but I 
think from seeing them that it will change. 

It snowed 'chat night. 


November 5, 1901 - Sunday. 

This afternoon by Douglas' store I saw a 
^ssissippi kite fly over about 150 feet up. It 
c &me sailing down from the north on the wind with- 
ftover a stroke of its wings. It teetered from 
side to side ana used its tail for a balance. 

^he sparrows showed no fear of it as they do of 
°^her hawks. It went a few points west of south. 

_ orn below it seemed to have a pure white body 
with a black tail and black tipped wings. It was 
Ver y beautifully and strikingly marked and seem- 
e h out of place in the freezing air and snov- 
j-overed ground. It was nrobably driven here by 
“he cold. 


November 4, 1901 - Monday. 

. This morning it was about + TO’ 0 . Saw juncoes 
ft the lumber yards. There were three of them all 
les. They gave a note like tz-tz with the z 
r °ng and a faint a sound at the end. The snow 













was melted away from the pile to a distance of 
about two feet. They picked at the weeds and 
chased each other around. They were waiting 
for the sun to rise. They were not so wild as 
common when it is warmer and they seemed loth 
to leave their sheltered place and let nre pass 
by at a distance of 15 feet without flying. 

In Baraboo about half past seven it was 
& hout 10° warmer but a cold west wind was blow¬ 
ing. A purple finch lit in the top of a large 
elm at the corner of Yfest and Second avenue e,nd 
sang. The song was loud and clear but was 
fragmentary in character. Then it flew on 
Bgain not seeming to mind the cold in the least. 

A little farther on I saw a golden crowned 
kinglet in a box elder, something unusual for 
bhis time of year. It seemed quite happy and 
bopped around calling and singing quite a loud 
song. There were several others around in the 
shelter of the arbor vitae and Norway spruces. 

They prefer the evergreens in the fall and 

winter. 

Tonight after school 1 heard a harsh kra kra 
from over by Anderson’s tv:o houses east of Hall’s, 
f knew that it was a northern shrike and went 
°ver there. It was hopping’ around in some berry 
bushes and calling with all its might. It would 
spread one wing a little farther than the other 
^d shake them. I was about 20 feet away but could 
hot see what it was after. Suddenly I saw 
snother shrike on the ground that kept its head 
burned towards the other all the time. I 
a Pproached a little closer and saw that the one 
°n the ground had an English sparrow which it was 
guarding from the first. I had heard that they 
could be caught while eating. This one had evi¬ 
dently had enough to eat but was Joth to leave 
fbs prey. It edged away just out of reach while 
f picked the sparrow up. It was store cold and 
bad its head eaten off. The first one flew off 
an d the other lit in a plum tree. I shook the 















sparrow and it shaved interest, leaning forward 
& nd following every motion by raising and lower¬ 
ing its body. Then I went to the house and got 
% opera glass. After a short time the one that 
had the sparrow lit in the bushes and gave a hard 
steely whistle like stur ea. Then it came down 
to the sparrow again” The'"other immediately flew 
hown and lit in the bushes and commenced to call 
h£a_Jcra varied to kwee kwee . Once it gave a low 
e *plosive note like tsuk . I approached closer 
a nd the one on the ground picked up the sparrow 
an d hopped six or eight feet with it. The other 
flew down at it and they began t o fight. Neither 
Would retreat and they sat back on their tails 
and began to scream and pick at each other. I 
Was only a short distance off. I tried to catch 
»hem but they flew off, the first one seen in 
®he lead and the other chasing it. A woman in 
^he house nearby said that they had been fighting 
day. The sparrow had been dead some time for 
7* V/ us stone cold. A male sparrow lit in a tree 

see what the matter was. It jerked its tail 
sxcitedly. I saw where the sparrow had been 
j'&ught. Two sparrows had lit in the snow. They 
bopped together and began to feed. Then near one 
nack was the faint impression of wings. Near 
he other a blurred impression with two large 
bracks near it. 

I took the following description of the 
8 hrikes. Back and crown ashy, black line through 
e J r e to ear, primaries and secondaries black, 
8e condaries and tertials edged with white, 

®rtials edged to scapulars, tail, black, 

Sbsduated, outer tail feathers while on under 
8 ih.e, inner feathers black. 

The one that I saw first kept its tail spread 
°st of the time. Its underparts were finely 
e ined with brownish. 1 hung the sparrow on a thorn. 
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No vember 6, 1 901 - Wednesday. 

'i'he woman that lived in the house nearby said 
bat the shrikes were there quite early and were 
lighting hard. The sparrow which I had put on a 
thorn was gone this evening though 1 saw it in 
the morning about eight o’clock. 


November 7, 1901 - Thursday . 

1'his morning I heard one of the shrikes scream 

1 h T nt ° Ver there after getting my opera glasses. 

had seen it fly into the bushes but could not 
0 it again. The English sparrows kept in the 
ak and pine trees and were very quiet. It was 
a - en min h' fces before the sparrow began to feed 
h chirp again. It was not very cold with a 
ar d northwest wind and an overcast sky. 


November 8, 1S01 - Firday. 

Em ? hiS nocm while down in the switches I saw an 
^hgiish sparrow with a white feeding with 
ber of others. It was a female. 


a 


Nov ember 10, 1901 - Sunday . 
the^-r^ 0 coming after breakfast I went down in 
,• 16 lbs. In Seeley's marsh I saw two imle 

beTt° eS ’ °? e star t ed - to fly av/ay but thought 
Wiii 61 " ltj 311,1 cir ded around and lit in a 

with the other again. It gave a rapid run 
it ® h6r note like tsip-it tsip-it .while flying 
firff Ve a note like tsip tsip tsip slower than the 
Of ® n b0th of them flevv in to another bunch 

the lhe fli & ht v/as tipping like that of 

s tmv 1Cadee and the tail v/as s Pread with every 
dw -Vf th ® wings * The y flew ^te fast and 

J| h ? r direction every three or four strokes 
ihg their flight erratic. They and the tree 
Phrrows fly exactly alike. 
























November 10, 1901. 

In SeeTey’Vllarsh 9:4b a. M. 


In Seeley's marsh were several tree 
sparrows. 1 did. not notice them until 
I sat down and then they hopped up in 
small willow hushes and called to each 
other for about five minutes. The note 
was a sibilant tsit . They did not seem 
to be afraid as long as I sat still. 

Another gave the silvery tinkling flock 
note like tse ool klit . It was very hard 
to describe. After a "little they went back 
to the ground to feed. While giving the 
flock note that one seemed somewhat excited. 
As soon as I got up to go on the warning 
tsit was heard and they all flew into the 
bushes. Two that I noticed in the same 
willow drooped the wings. The flight was 
tipping and they changed direction slightly 
every three strokes. The flight is exactly 
like that of a junco. 


November 11, 1901. 

Corner of 2nd Ave. and Center St. 8:35 A.M. 

This morning when I went to school I saw an 
English sparrow in a small box elder with 
a large white feather in its bill. It work¬ 
ed it around by "chewing” it until it 
finally dropped it. It nearly caught it but 
the air whirled it away. It hopped along 
after it on the ground for six or eight 
feet. Another then took up the pursuit 
but soon abandoned it. It was a female. 












Fall Migration 1901 - 


game of Bir d. 

1 Nashville 
warbler 

2 Water-thrush 

3 gighthawk 

4 Chestnut-sided 

warbler 

5 Tree swallow 

6 Winter Wren 

7 Bed-breasted 

nuthatch 

8 White-throated 

sparrow 

9 fiuby-cro.vned 

kinglet 


When About When 
was how was 
it many it 
first were next 
seen? seen? seen? 


When 
did 
it 
be¬ 
come 
common? 


Aug. 4 

1 

— — 

9 

1 

Aug. 10 Aug. 27 

15 

250 

16 15 

28 

1 


29 

1 

Aug. 30 

Sept. 4 

1 

Sept.29 Sept.29 

10 

1 

15 15 

11 

1 

K 

ro 

CO 

15 

1 

16 27 


1 


orth Freedom, and Baraboo, Wisconsin. 



Aug. 4 Bare 
Sept. 9 Common 


go 
go 

28 Abundant Yes 


Ang. 28 Tol.Com. Yes 
30 Tol.Com. go 

Sept. 29 Common go 

15 Common go 

Oct. 27 Abundant go 

6 Abundant go 


A very few breed 

A few breed 
The first I have 
seen here 











Uame of Bird 

10 Long-billed. 

marsh wren 

11 Magnolia 
warb 1 er 

12 Pox sparrow 

13 Junco 

14 Myrtle warbler 

15 Olive -hacked. 

thrush 

16 Blac k-throated 
blue warbler 

17 Brown Creeper 

18 Golden crowned 

kinglet 

19 .American Pipit 

20 Pine Siskin 


When 

was 

it 

first 

seen? 

About 

how 

many 

were 

seen? 

When 

was 

it 

next 

seen? 

Sept.15 

2 

Sept.22 

16 

7 

22 

22 

1 

Oct. 6 

25 

1 

Sept.29 

25 

1 

29 

28. 

25 

29 

29 

1 


29 

5 

Sept.29 

29 

2 

30 

Oct. 6 

10 

Oct. 7 

6 

25 

7 

10 

1 



yVli ezi 


did 

it 

be¬ 

come 

canmon? 

t Then 

was 

it 

last 

seen? 

Sept.22 

Sept.23 

22 

23 

Oct. 6 

Oct. 6 

5 


6 

Oct. 27 

Sept. 28 

Sept.29 

— 


Sept.29 

- 

30 


Oct. 6 

Oct. 10 

6 



Oct. 10 


Is 

it 

canmon 

or 

rare? 

Does 

it 

breed 

near 

your ! 

Common 

flo 

Common 

flo 

Common 

flo 

Abundant flo 

Abundant flo 

Common 

flo 

Bare 

flo 

Common 

flo 

Common 

flo 

Common 

flo 

Common 

No 

Tol.O'om. 

flo 


Fa.ll 1901 

2 . 


. ? Bemarks 


all the birds 
were immature 
Iluch earlier 
than usual. 

A few winter 


A new species 
to me. 

A few winter 
One or two 
winter. 

An irregular 

visitait 


21 Pigeon hawk 









When 
was 
it 

first 

flame of Bird seen? 

22 White-crowned 

sparrow Oct. 13 

23 Short-"billed 

marsh wren 13 

24 Wilson’s 

snipe 20 

25 Dree sparrow 20 

26 Bus1y black- 

biid 20 

27 Homed Lark 20 

28 Northern shrike 24 

29 Pied-hilled 

grebe 28 

30 Canada goose Nov. 2 


VThon 


About 

V/hen 

did 

how 

was 

it 

many 

it 

be- 

were 

next 

come 

seen? 

seen? 

common? 


l 


l 

l 

100 Oct.27 Oct.20 

3 25 25 

1 27 27 

1 - 

1 

12 


Fall 1901 
3. 


When x>o ea 

was Is it 

it it breed 

last common near 

seen? or your 



rare? 

sta.? 

Remarks 

Oct.13 



Decidedly rare 

Abundant 

No 

this fall 

13 

Common 

Yes 

A few breed 
Hardly stop 

20 

Pol.Cora. 

No 

here in fal 1 


Abundant 

No 

A few winter 

Oct.27 

Abundant 

Ho 


27 

Abundant 

Ho 


— 

Tol.Com. 

No 


Oct.28 

Bare 

Yes 

Breed rarely 

Nov.2 

Pol.Com. 

No 

Preceded snow 
stoim. 























November 12, 190 ]., 

Birch and 2nd Ave., in Baraboo 8:10 a. I*. 

(This morning 1 I saw an American crossbill. 
It flew out of a Norway Spruce and lit in 
the top of an elm for an instant and then 
flew on. It gave a note like kimp kimp. 

It is the first I have seen this year?" 

November 16, 1901. 

H. Smith’s 8:30 A. M. 


to od 


an 

°Pinion 



This morning a white-breasted nuthatch let 
get to within 4 feet of Mm as he pounded 
a sunflower seed into a crevice in the 
bark of a small maple. It was quite frosty. 
In cold frosty weather birds seem to be 
tamer, herhaps they are slow to abandon 
the food they have because it is harder to 
find now. I was so close that I see the 
tiny feathers on its neck fluff out. It 
looked at me and they while facing down 
turned its head out making it look like a 
knot with a twig on it. Its bill beim? 
the twig like this. , 


.Rawing 



November 14, 1901. 

Half Moon 9:00 A. 

.this morning I went skating over on the 
Half Hoon. Two large pintail ducks were fly¬ 
ing around it looking for a place to light. 

I am sure they pintails as they were large* 
and had an extremely long tail and they are 
found more numerously than any other kind 
now. -hey circled around the pond twice 
while I watched them and then lit over on 
the river. in half an hour they were back 






















circling around again. They were 
about 70 feet up and did not seem to 
flight fear us at all. They flew swiftly hut 
silently with heads stretched out in 
front and fanned the air with sharp 
vigorous strokes. 

Nov ember 16, 1901, 

Half Moon - 8:45 a.ra. 

This morning I was over in the woods near 
number the Half Moon. Saw a flock of about 20 

evening grosbeaks and heard a number of 
other. They are the first of the year. 
habits They fed on the ground mostly. Last year 
they came in larger numbers. These were 
food not very timid. They had eaten the keys 

nearly off of one box elder. 

November 17, 1901 . 

Maine’s Woods - 8:45 a.m. 




This morning I sav; several redpolls flying 
around. They gave the sputtering song and 
the usual notes. They are the first I 
have noticed this year. I saw about a doz¬ 
en in all, never more than two at a time. 
The flight was erratic, varying to bound¬ 
ing and direct sometimes. 

N ov ember 18, 19 01 ♦ 

MacArthur’s Race in Baraboo 4:25 p.m. 

Tonight after school I went down the river. 
Sav/ a kingfisher in MacArthur’s race. It 
flew up the current towards me, dived 
under two bridges and lit in an oak 10 
rods away. It gave the rattling call in 
rather a cracked tone of voice. It must 
have just caught a fish for it shook its 
head vigorously and wiped its bill on the 
limb that it rested on. It kept its crest 
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color 
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raised. Then it circled around and flew 
up the river. It has been quite cold. 

The river has been frozen over every 
morning for a week. I thought they had 
all gone south long ago. It was a female. 

November 19, 1901. 

MacArthur's Dam in Baraboo '4:30 p.m. 

Tonight I went down the river. By Mac- 
Art hurs dam a large brownish bird flew out 
of some willows and lit on a little island. 
I went over on it and looked the ground 
over but saw nothing. Then it flew up 
from behind a tussock of grass and flew 
over a rise to the river again. It was 
a woodcock, the first I had ever seen. 

Its flight was like that of a Wilson's 
snipe, swift and erratic with swift impulse 
of its long wings. It was a brown color 
above. It was not bright out. It was 
plumper than a WiIson's snipe. 

November 24, 1901, 

By Seeley's - 4:00 a. m. 

Tonight I was down by Seeley's. In a v/eed 
covered garden I heard a number of tree 
sparrows. I watched to see what would 
happen. They gave a number of notes like 
tsip and having ascertained that the coast 
was clear flew up and went inuo the marsh 
15 rods away to roost. The notes sounded 
as if they were telling each other to 
start. There were about 25 of them. They 
flew in a loose flock with a few stragglers. 
The flock undulated with a queer wave like 
motion. The flight was tipping as usual. 

It gave a queer impression to see so many 
fly that way. Something like watching the 
key-board of a piano while it is played. 

They fed on Lamb's quarters. 

A wet snow had been falling. 














November 24, 1901. 
At Home - 4:20 p.m, 


food 


actions 


weather 


Tonight a white-breasted nuthatch came to 
the suet which I put out some time ago. It 
seemed to think that the suet was hardly- 
meant for it and acted in a suspicious 
manner. It would sit by the suet and look 
from one side to the other. Then it ate a 
little. The stick with the suet on it was 
fastened to a wire stretched between two 
trees. It had some difficulty in hopping 
along the slippery stick and used its wings 
to balance. A wet snow was falling. It 
seemed to have come for a bite before going 
to bed. It was nearly dark. 


November 24, 1901. ^ 

H. Smith's - 3:00 p.m. 


All day three bluejays have stayed around 
near the house. This afternoon I went out 
and watched them. I took them to be two 
sex & males and a female. The males were very 
"~noT jealous of each other. They always stayed 
actions near the female and had frequent but short 
' set-tos over her. They kept their tails 

spread wide while near her. She did not 
pay any attention to them. While flying 
from one place to another the female kept 
the lead the other two followed behind fre¬ 
quently fighting in the air. 
food They fed on the ground with some chickens 
habit of probably eating com. They frequently flew 
feeding to a low branch and lit in another place 
after examining the ground. One gave a 
notes hard steely note like pinked twice. The 
~~ ~ usual note was kwi. A male lit on the top 

spray of a Norway’spruce. He turned his 
head down to look 


II 


at the others, lie staid there for quite 
















a while. They followed me to Maine’s 
fright woods. A clog came on me suddenly and 
barked. This frightened them and they 
note flew back loudly screaming jay jay . 

while on the ground they hopped. The 
f 1 ight flight was straight and flapping. Y/hen 
coming to a low perch from high in the 
air they pitched down in bounds, the last 
4 feet being accomplished with soaring 
wings. They rarely flew from one branch 
to another in a tree but always hopped. 
weathe r A wet snow v/as falling. 

November 28, 1901 . 

Across track by R.R. Bridge 9:15 a.m. 


3 ex 
Riark 


feed- 



note 


This morning I watched a downy woodpecker a 
short time while it was getting its break¬ 
fast. It v/as a male and. had a red spot or 
patch on the back of its head. It was 
about 40 feet up in a large white elm. It 
was working on smoothed barked limbs about 
an inch in diameter. It kept tapping, 
tapping, tapping around until it found a 
suitable place. Then tap tap tap 10 or 12 
times and the bill was held in the hole for 
a few seconds anu the head was moved from 
side to while the tongue sought out the 
grub and then it moved to a new place. 

Even while hopping it tapped no difference 
being noticed between hops. It was silent 
while feeding. Once it gave a rattling 
laughing skae-he he h he. 


November 28, 1901. 

Across track by R.R. Bridge 9:20 a.m. 



A hairy v/oodpecker could be heard over in 
the woods. This species is larger and 
calls skik loudly while feeding unlike the 
downy. Tt flew over my head above the tops 
of the trees. It had a bounding flight- 
As it started on the upward glide each time 
it gave the notes. Its wings made a ratt¬ 
ling noise once in a while. 
















November 28, 1901 . 

In T. Ilacket ~t' s *. o o ds near Lane, 9;45 a.m. 


Watched a pair of white-breasted nut- 
ij feeding hatches feeding. They crept around keep- 
jiabits ing mostly in this case to dead tree tops 
with loose bark although they also went 
on ordinary trees. They did not hammer 
around as much as the downy woodpecker 
but poked their bills in the crevices of 
hotes the bark. They kept up a low nasal 
conversational ick ick all the time. 

They kept close together and v/ere evident¬ 
ly mated. Occasionally the male gave ' 
the harsh nasal note. It was quite 
looks chilly and they kept their feathers 

fluffed out well. They did not fear me 
claws at all. Their claws made a loud s3js|Ptek¬ 
ing noise on the bark. 


November 28, 1901 . 

In T. Hackett's Woods near Lane, 9:50 a.m. 

Heard three or four purple finches call 
this morning. I could not locate them 
Hotes but they were in the air. The notes 
sounded very near in the cold air. It 
had been cold for a week now and there is 
snow on the ground. 


November 30, 1901. 

By Mrs. Russel's - 6:25 a.m. 


eaiTLy 

Mbits 


This morning I was up before daylight. 

The juncoes were feeding already however. 
They seem to get up the earliest of all 
our winter birds. The sparrows were 
just beginning to wake up. 













November 30, 1901. 

In Voil’s b'oods - 9:20 a.m 


Art and I saw a pair of chicadees and 
watched them for a while. They v/ere very 
habits tame and followed us around. They were 

feeding along logs and in brushpiles. One 
food got a frozen grub and swallowed it after 

pounding it a little. They would come 
close when I whistled to them. 


November 50, 1901. 

In Voll’s Woods - 9:25 a.m. 

This morning Art Audy and I found a quails 
scratching place on a small knoll. It 
J-ocation was on the south eastern side and'was 

well loosened up. It had little hollows in 
it where they had laid and was full of 
tracks. It was the best and most 
;j| sheltered place near there. The earth was 

a loose loam with a very little sand. 


November 30, 1901. 

In Lyon’s woods by shed - 9;30 a.m. 




Art and I saw a flock of about 40 American 
goldfinches feeding on ragweed seeds and 
other kinds. They were suite friendly and 
called to each other. Unlike most finches 
two or three would feed on the same weed. 
Suddenly they took alarm and with pretty 
wild notes f lev/ up in the trees but they 
soon forgot their fright went back. They 
v/ere all in fall dress. 
















November 30, 1901. 
Hemlock" Bluff 1 - 10; 10 a. in. 


In the cave at the Hemlock Bluffs Art 
Rudy and I found a number of junco 
tracks. They were clearly defined in 
the sand and as far as I could tell they 
had never walked. Juncoes were quite 
common. They always seem to feed around 
such sheltered place. Also they got 
sand here probably. They were as big as 
English sparrows tracks. 

. A number of juncoes were feeding in the 
weeds in a cornfield. They flew in the 
brush when we came and hopped along be¬ 
fore us going through brushpiles like 
mice. Theyvere ouite tame. 

November 30, 1901 . 

Hemlock Bluffs - 10:10 a.m. 

In the cave at the Hemlocks Art Rudy 
and I found a number of ruffed grouse 
tracks. They did not have the snow 
shoes yet and in consequence were v/ell 
definea in the fine sand. They probably 
came there to get sand to help their 
digestions. The tracks were quite thick. 
They were about the size of Bantam track. 

November 30, 1901 . 

Hemlock Bluffs - 12:55 p.m. 

Art Rudy and I found the remains of a 
tragedy this. A great horned owl had 
taken a ruffed grouse from its roos^and 
carried it to a dead arching ironwood and 
there eaten it. The owl had spent the 
next day sitting in-w larger tree near 
where it had the grouse as was testified 
by the numerous droppings. The bird had 
been killed two nights ago probably as 
















the blood was quite fresh. The larger 

th0rs . v/ith a few smaller ones were 
all that remained. The wind had blown the 
others away. ne 


De ce mber 1, 1901. 

In Maine's Woods - 7:40 a.m. 

This morning I v;ent down in the fields 
number of birds were flying around giving 
notes that I did not know. It was so foggy 
that I could not see them at first but 

T f !! r r* 1 *" 6 tW ° fl6W 0ver lower and 

I saw that they were evening grosbeaks. 

The common note was chit ti-i-i- ut tsour 

I heard one give a loud clear orioTTTike 

dfstance! " h6y W6re flyine in * 


December 1 , 1901 . 

In Voll's Woods - 1:45 p.m. 

\.ent over across the river this afternoon. 
Scared a flock of about 15 quail out of a* 
sheltered fence comer over grown with 
weeds. They flew into the woods next the 
river and I followed them. I tried to sneak 
up behind the fence but a watchful male saw 
me and gave the alarm took took tur-r-rt 
t00k “ ook turr-r-rt and theylafrkn around 
a knoll. There seemed to be more males 
than females in this flock. I went on to 
the next hollow and again they ran. This 
time they had to cross an open place. Thev 
held their heads high and scurried across 
as fast as possible. The^ next time I got 
to the fence without being seen and laid 
down behind it. I did not see them for a 
while but finally one moved a little and thei 
I saw a few of them. They were sitting down 
in a tangle of logs and brush. Theysat with 
their heads drawn in. The males were the 
most conspicuous. They looked like piles 
of leaves. 



















December 1, 1901. 

In Voll’s "woods - 2•10' p.m. 


’t 

1 

0 

habit s 

Watched a hairy woodpecker for sometime. 

It was a male. It hunted around near the 
ground on logs, stumps and fresh cut 
trees. It did not hammer like the downy 
but simply dug out all that it found. It 

notes 

was cjuite noisy and gave its loud note 
at least once in a minute. While digging 
out a grub every 3rd stroke about it 

actions 

1 > 

would look up for a tenth of second for 
hawks. When it was behind a log from me 
it bobbed its head up and down like a 
jack-in-the-box. It did not seem to feed 
any on£ live trees. It was very restless 
and rarely stopped for an instant, ex¬ 
cept to pull at a crooked feather. It 
would lite on the butt of a stump give 
it a glance dig out a grub and then on 
to the next one. It would detect all 

flight 

the grubs on a stump at a glance. Once it 
went inside of a hollow stump. It would 
look for hawks before it flew. Finally 
it flew to a tree, then higher in another 
and then went across the river. Its 
wings made a rattling noise. 

1 

II 

After a while the hairy woodpecker came 
back and went through another pile of 
stumps, logs and dead trees. It gave a 
loud rattling call like that of the 

sneez- 

downy’s only louder. When it saw anything 
suspicious it sneezed at it. a curious 
habit. It would jerk its head exactly as 
though sneezing. Sometimes it jerked' out 
a short note at the end of it. 













December 1, 190J.. 

Voli’s woods - HjbOp.m. 


Watched a pair of white-breasted, nut¬ 
hatches for some time. They did not like 
to have me around at first. They climbed 
ftotes around angrily and gave noteslike er er 
erer er er with variations for about 5 
minutes. The notes were high pitched and 
nasal and were given with great force. 
fictions They flitted their wings nervou^y while 
going along horizontal limbs. But soon 
they became reconciled to my presence and 
went on with their feeding occasional 
ft°tes notes like ick or eck . They never became 
separated very far. The male made most 
of the noise. They fed on the elms 
feeding principally and got insects from the bark. 
habits If one got a grub while I was too close it 
would fly with it to another tree. They 
kept a sharp outlook for hawks. Generally 
bending the head up to look while hanging* 
head down. They probed for food 
occasionally hammering out a grub. 

December 2, 1901 . 

Hall’s in Baraboo - 8:15 a.m. 

Evening grosbeaks are quite thick this 
morning. They are flying around in great 
numbers though generally singly or in 
Jiotes pairs. I hear their loud terp all the time, 
A male lit in an oak in the yard and 
stayed there for sometime. I went out to 
watch it. It sat on the top most branch 
iptejs and looked around on all sides giving terp 
(the e like a without the e sound) and 
another note like tru-e-eep the e slightly 
trilled. After a little he started to fly 
but got slightly entangled in the twigs 
and gave an impatient angry note liketru 

— , u _ tur • flight the vjing marks of 

white are very consicuous. 





















December 7, 1901. 

Near 11. N. Bridge - 9': 45 a.m. 


1 

sex 

Art Kudy, Jim Seeley and went up on the 
railroad track. Scared up a flock of 14 
bobwhites. There were more males than 
females. They were picking up gravel to 

actions 

aid their digestions. They were very 
tame and lit a little farther on and fed 
a little. Then as we approached they 
ran a little ahead of us behind the long 
grass. They gave the alarm note only 
once. 

December 7, 1901. 

Near K. B. Bridge - 10:00 a. m. 

I 

notes 

Art Budy, Jim Seeley and I saw a few brown 
creepers. '.,e were attracted by the notes 
like tsee tsep and a trilled tse-e-eet. 

song 

I watched them there were 4 of them. Two 
were in one tree. Suddenly one chased the 
other away giving at the same time a thin 
wiry, trilled song like tseep e tseep, 
tseepe tseep e entirely unlike that of a 
chipping sparrow. It was the first time 

I heard the song. I heard it 4 times. 

actions 

Once one gave it while in the air flying 
from one tree to another. They seemed to 

k flight 

go up the trunks like mice. They were 
hard to see against the bark. They did 
not pick like the woodpeckers except once 
or twice. One crawled easily along a 
limb slanting like this on the under 

side. Some slanted as much as this'v^ 

The flight was bounding or tipping and 

II 

erratic. They would commence lower down 
on one tree than they left off in another. 
They took the trunk and larger limbs. 

Ofce^ chased the other around cuite a little 






















feeding 

habit They probed the crevices in the bark, 

"cause Perhaps the warm weather had aroused 

the mating instinct in them. The 
one that sang was the one that chased 
the others. 


December 8, 190 1. 

By the’House - 9:50 a.ra. 

This morning a chicadee came for some 
suet but it was all gone. It called 
actions all the time and flitted its wings, 
like a kinglet. It cane from over 
across the road in the maple, then the 
elm and then along the stick. After 
it could not find any it went back using 
the same route that it came by. 

December 8, 1901 . 

In Maine's V/oods - 10:00 a.m. 

This morning in Maine's woods I saw a 
great flock of evening grosbeaks. They 
were flying over about 80 feet up. 

Their wings made a loud rustling noise. 
direction One or two fought a little in the air. 

They were going southwest. They called 
loudly. They have not come around town 
yet nor were there any signs of them in 
these woods. 

December 8, 1901 . 

By ^'ullmer's & Seeley's Marsh 
10:30 a.m. 


^ dumber 
food 

j-ctions 


This morning I went dan the fields. In 
Pullmer's marsh was a flock of about 50 
American goldfinches feeding on ragweed, 
and other kinds. The report of the gun 
scared them up and with pretty tinkling 
notes they lit in a tree. 




















number 


incident 


number 

food 

action 


actions 


A little farther on in Seeley’s marsh 
1 saw another flock of about 35. They 
flew out of some ragweed but lit in the 
marsh as there were no trees. 

Scared a flock of 12 bobwhites from the 
high bank and they flew over about 60 
feet in the air. The goldfinches heard 
them and rose up and the quails smashed 
right the center of them scaring them 
badly. Then after calling and circling 
a little they settled back in the 
marsh. 


December 8, 1901. 

3y Seeley's Marsh - 10:30 a.m. 

This morning by Seeley's marsh I saw a 
flock of 12 quail. They were feeding in 
a ragweed patch. 7/hen they saw me they 
ran a short distance and the old male 
gave the alarm and jumped into the air. 
They were on the bank and went flying 
off 60 feet above ground. A flock of 
about 35 American goldfinches in the 
marsh heard them and flew up in the air 
as is their custom when they are frighten¬ 
ed. They came up right in the path of the 
quail, went right through the center of 
them, demoralizing them badly. The quail 
flew along curving nearer the ground and 
lit near the swimming hole. 1 never saw 
any so high in the air before. 

December 8, 190 1. 

At High School in Baraboo 10:20 a.m. 

This morning at the school-house I watched 
a blue jay in an elm tree outside. It was 
very deliberate and stately in its move¬ 
ments. It hardly ever flew but just 
hopped. It held itself erect and did not 
















abundance 


actions 



crouch down when it lit like most birds. 

It was silent. It would light on a 
limb and look all around before going 
to the next where the same process was 
repeated. It was not alarmed when Miss 

Buck opened the window. After a little 
it flew off with a steady flapping flight. 
There are a great number of them here in 
town more than in North Freedom. 

This one had to be careful where it lit 
for the limbs were covered with ice. 

Once it lit on a limb that slanted and it 
had to slide its feet farther and farther 
down to keep from slipping. 


December 9, 1901. 

Room D. High School in Baraboo 


3:15 

p.m. 


This afternoon in Latin class I had a 
little spare time and put it in watching 
5 or 6 English sparrows in an elm 10 or 
12 feet from the window. They were 
females and young males with an undevelop¬ 
ed throat patch. They flew nearly straight 
down to the road and fed awhile and then 
came back. They sat still looking around 
twitching the tail slightly one in 
awhile. One regarded me with evident in¬ 
terest. They kept their feathers well 
puffed out. That one feathers puffed out 
so far in front that it looked like an 
enormous crop. They perched on small 
limbs that they could grasp closely. They 
wiped their bills frequently. 












December 10, 1901. 

E,E. Yards in Baraboo 3;50 p.m. 


I 


Tonight I was down in the railroad 
yards. English sparrows w ere very thick 
tameness and very tame. They would let me pass 
within 4 feet of them and never dodge 
when I motioned at them. They flew into 
feeding empty box cars to feed and seemed to fly 
habits under the tracks of the cars without 
fear. They found plenty of wheat and 
food corn to eat. ".hen one found a kernel of 

corn it would nibble small pieces off 
with its bill and swallow them. When 
it first found it it would fly to a 
short distance from the other so that 
they could not steal it. Sometimes 
another would come and snatch it away. 


December 10, 1901. 

Near Crawford’s Crossing near Baraboo 
4:10 p.m. 

Tonight after school I went out to the 
Devil’s Lake near Crawford’s Crossing 
I heard a hairy woodpecker with a queer 
note note. It did not give the clear skik 

but a flatter note with an n sound in 
it or else one entirely unlike it. It 
seemed to give it as often as one with 
a perfect voice. Soon after I heard 
another and the contrast was very mark¬ 
ed. Both were feeding busily. 


December 10, 1901. 

Claudes at Devil’s Lake - 4:40 p.m. 

Tonight I was at Claude at Levil’s Lake 
Saw a number of juncoes in the pines in 
front of the house at roost. They were 
roosting rather wild. They seemed to roost at 

jiace the junction of two fair sized limbs and 
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explana- 
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drawing 


squatted down. They were silent when 
I made them fly. They have a fine 
feeding ground here, a south slope 
free of snow and bordered hy pines. 

At the bottom is a patch of weeds. 


December 22, 1901. 

Maine's i-oods - 8:05 a.m. 

1 

This morning I went down in the fields 
saw a number of quail tracks. The south 
slope in Maine's woods was covered with 
them. In one place they had gone into 
a large rabbit holes. I could see tracks 
down it as far as snow extended. In 
some places along the river they had 
worn a little path an inch or two wide. 
Saw one place where they had roosted. 

The tracks were made yesterday mostly. 
They put one foot in front of another, 
as in illustration. The drawing shows 
an exceptionally clear track. 



In one place they had 
picked at some rose haws 
that hung down over the 
river. They were very thick ,f 
where the red squirrels had 
eaten corn. 

The drawing shows one 
cluster with two seeds that 
have been partly eaten. The 
seeds were picked out. 


























December* 22, 1901 . 

On Hill above Kapelkes - 11:30 a.m. 


note 

number 

name 

actions 


note 


drawing 

food 


explana- 

tion 


This morning Art Hudy and were up on the 
hill north of KapeIke’s when I saw a 
large bird come up from the ground and 
light in a tree. It gave a queer loud 
exaggerated note like the per—chic—o~ree 
of the goldfinch. 4 others came up and 
joined it and a larger flock flew up out 
of the undergrowth. There were about 25 
in all. They were pine grosbeaks. They 
v/ere rather wild and when we tried to 
approach closely flew away. V.'e went 
down where they had been feeding and soon 
they were back again lighting in the 
trees.near us and showing no fear while 
we kept still. It was a rather dark day 
and I could not see the colors. They 
had another loud spirited whistled 
note like he hur . 

December 2^, 1901. 

This morning i found where 
the evening grosbeaks had 
eaten the box elder seeds. 

They bit off the upper end 
as in the drav/ing. A good 
many seeds were lying on 
the ground without being 
eaten. The drawing shows 
one before and one after 
having been eaten. 



















December 23, 1901. 
pewee Bocks - lOVlS a. ra, 


number 


food 


feeding 

habit s 


not es 


This morning Art Kudy and 1 watched some 
chicadees feeding. There were three of 
them picking the iron seeds for little 
grubs that had lived in the bard meat. 
They clung to the tips of the branches 
and pulled them off and then held them 
under their feet while eating them. A 
great number fell on the ground and one 
little fellow made several trips into the 
snow after them only a few feet away. 

They kept up talkative notes all the 
while, tihen we first came one came down 
and looked at us as if to see what we 
want ed. 



December 23, 1901 

This afternoon I went back 
.drawing where I had seen the pine, 
grosbeaks. Heard one call 
and saw several in a tree. 

One flew into a pine but I 
could not locate it. In 
the mean while the others 
slipped off. They seem to 
slip off when I am not looking - . 
f6od They had been feeding on black ash seeds. 

I drew several. Sometimes the seeds were 
jrplana- slit as in the outside ones and sometimes 
jion clipped off clean as in the lower one. 

They disappeared in some way and the one 
in the pine must have followed them. 

















